
Saint Margaret of Cortona 
Margaret was born in the mid-
thirteenth century to an ordinary 
farming family in Tuscany. When she 
was only seven years old, her mother 
died. Her father soon remarried and 
her step-mother found Margaret to be 
too wilful and treated her harshly. She 
desperately desired to be loved but 
found no such love at home. Soon, she 
began to seek love in all the wrong 
places. By the time she was seventeen 
years old, she was very well known 
around town for her promiscuous 
ways. 

She gained a job in a distant manor as 
a serving girl and came to the 
attention of the young Lord of the 
manor. Affection grew between them 
and she eventually became his live-in 
mistress. She hoped for marriage, but 
the offer never came. Even bearing a 

child to him did not change her 
position. She lived this life until she 
was twenty-seven years old. One day, 
while waiting for her lover to return 
from a voyage, she discovered his 
body buried in the surrounding forests. 
It would appear that he had been 
murdered. This event caused a radical 
change in her mind and heart.  

Margaret returned to her family home, 
child in arms, and begged her father to 
take her in. He agreed, hoping that she 
would live a settled life, but Margaret 
launched into a period of public 
penance. This brought shame on her 
father and step-mother and so they 

drove her from the home. Tempted to 
return to her life of luxury, she finally 
determined to head to the Franciscans 
at Cortona who welcomed her warmly 
and introduced her to two good 
women of the town who helped out 
hard cases.  

To support herself and her child, she 
earned a living by nursing sick ladies. 
Later, she set herself to nursing the 
sick and subsisted, like the early 
Franciscans, on alms. In 1286, she was 
granted a charter to work for the sick 
poor on a permanent basis and others 
then began to assist her in her work, 
either providing for her or joining in 
her work. She founded a congregation 
called The Poor Ones and a hospital in 
Cortona. She died in 1297. 

Her feast day is February 22. 

Work of mercy: to care for the sick. 

Second Sunday in Lent — February 21, 2016 

24 
 Hours for the Lord 
On Friday, 4 March to Saturday, 5 
March the Diocese of Townsville will 
respond to the Pope’s call to have “24 
Hours for the Lord” during the  

Jubilee Year of Mercy.  All the faithful, including the 
baptised who feel estranged from the institutional church, 
are invited to participate in the series of prayers and 
liturgies that will  be held in the Cathedral for those twenty
-four hours, commencing with the 12.15pm Mass  on Friday 
March 4.  This “24 Hours with the Lord” is an opportunity 
for all to be fed at the “oasis of mercy” that is our Cathedral 
Church. 

For the past two years, the Diocese of Rome has celebrated 
“24 Hours for the Lord” during Lent. It is offered as a time 
for people to turn back to God, to enter more deeply into 
prayer, and to reach out to those who feel estranged. 

In particular, Sacramental Reconciliation is offered as a 
way of “rediscovering a path back to the Lord, living a  
moment of intense prayer and finding meaning … (and it 
will be) for every penitent, … a  source of true interior 
peace”. Pope Francis said, “Mercy will always be greater 
than any sin”.   

The program for the “24 Hours” is still being finalised. The 
official Prayer of the Church will be prayed at the 
appropriate hours,  Masses will be celebrated, there will be 
Adoration and Benediction, Rosary, Stations of the Cross, 
and the Sacrament of Reconciliation will be available.   

Fr Mick Lowcock, Diocesan Administrator, would like to 
encourage parish groups, youth groups, cultural groups to 
commit to undertake a  time of prayer at the Cathedral 
during that 24-hour period.  A roster will be available for  
times to cover 24 hours.   

 Come and be nurtured by the abundant mercy of our 
Loving God. 



I think we, too, are the people who,  
on the one hand,  
want to listen to Jesus,  
but on the other hand, at times,  
like to find a stick to beat others with, 
to condemn others.  
And Jesus has this message for us: 
mercy.  
I think and I say it with humility  
that this is the Lord’s  
most powerful message:  
mercy  

You see, my Jesus, that I have such 
great confidence in You that if I 
saw the gates of Hell open and I 
stood on the brink of the abyss, I 
should not despair. And even if I 
saw heaven and hell against me, 
still I would not despair of Your 
mercy, because I would put my 

faith in You. You are so 
compassionate, so merciful! 

Saint Gemma Galgani 

Instruct the Ignorant 
Scripture Reflection  

"Go into the whole world and proclaim the good news to 
all creation." (Mk. 16:1) 

Invitation to Prayer  

Lord, give me the strength and the zeal to explain the 
faith to those who are confused, don’t fully understand, 
or have misconceptions. Give me the words to share your 
truth with great love. 

For Personal Reflection  

Who has God placed in my life who 
needs to know more about Jesus and 
the Catholic faith? 

Source: Archdiocese of Milwaukee. archmil.org. 

One Word at a Time 
Living the Year of Mercy 

Four Ways to Live Mercy  
10) Be generous enough to allow someone to help you; 

people need to feel needed. 

11) If you didn’t mean to be a pain in the neck to some-
one, admit you were and ask the person to forgive 
you. 

12) Take time in prayer to contemplate the good qualities 
of someone who is difficult for you. Do the same for 
each member of your family.. 

13) Send a card, flowers, gift or note to someone on the 
six-month anniversary of his or her loved one’s death. 
By then, most people have stopped recognizing their 
grief. 

Source:  56 Ways to Be Merciful  
During the Jubilee Year of Mercy: aleteia.org 

Works of Mercy 


