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CONGRATULATIONS PELLY 
MORGANSON
Pelly Morganson is the Indigenous Program and 
Enrolments Officer at St Teresa’s College, Abergowrie 
and recipient of the Aunty Joan Hendriks Spirit of 
Catholic Education Reconciliation Award for 2014. 

Pelly was nominated for her outstanding work with 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander communities.  As part of 
her role she successfully manages various programs including 
the Indigenous Youth Leadership Program, Sports Academy and 
Queensland and Torres Strait Islander Fund Scholarships.  Pelly has developed key 
relationships with parents and communities and is responsible for the extensive 
visitation program to over 40 remote and rural communities.  Pelly is currently on an 
Indigenous Cadetship in her final 
year of a Bachelor of Education at 
the Australian Catholic University.

Pelly was presented with 
her award by the Premier of 
Queensland, Campbell Newman, 
at the Catholic Education Week in 
Brisbane on Wednesday 30th July.

RIGHT |  Pelly Morganson pictured 
with Premier Campbell Newman 
and Aunty Joan Hendiks.

CELEbRATING MAbO DAY AT ST PATRICk’S
The celebration of Mabo Day 
is a very important occasion 
for members of the St Patrick’s 
College community.  To recognise 
this special occasion, the whole 
College assembled for a liturgy 
which celebrated the life and 
achievements of this important 
local identity.

Fr Mick Peters, who was personally 
acquainted with Eddie Mabo, spoke 
to the students about the struggle 
of this determined and courageous 
man to have his homeland returned 
to the people of the Torres Strait 
and re-write Australia’s history.

Under the leadership of Residential College supervisor, Ellen Akee, the College’s 
Torres Strait Islander students donned traditional dress and danced as a tribute to the 
occasion.  Another special moment was a rendition of “My Island Home” by members 
of the choir.

THIS SECTION OF THE 
OUR CATHOLIC SCHOOLS 
MAGAZINE IS DELIBERATELY 
DESIGNED AS A HIGHLIGHT 
FEATURE TO CELEBRATE 
ABORIGINAL AND TORRES 
STRAIT ISLANDER EDUCATION 
ACROSS OUR DIOCESE. 

FOLLOW US 
ON FACEBOOK

TCEO Aboriginal & Torres Strait Islander 
Education is now on facebook! Like us to keep up 
to date with our events and news!       
www.facebook.com/TCEOIndigenousEducation

Townsville Catholic Education acknowledges 
the Traditional Owners of Country 
throughout Australia.  We pay our respects 
to the Elders past, present and future.

WELCOME
Dear friends

It seems so long since our last publication and so much has happened.   
I hope you enjoy reading all of the good news stories in this edition.

I am still over the moon about our Aboriginal & Torres Strait Islander 
Education conference that we held in May.  What a great celebration 
of what is good about Catholic education and our developing lifelong 
partnerships with the wider community.

The conference was inspirational, future focused and really inclusive.  It 
was fantastic to see so many of our students at the conference and their 
presence added a very special dimension to the occasion.  I would like to 
thank Jenny Wills and the Indigenous Education team – Megan Harrison, 
Noel Curran, Hayley Mazzoni, De’arne French, Vanessa Blackman – for a 
whole-hearted effort.

It is with sadness that we farewelled Thecla Matthew from our team.  Thecla 
and her family have moved to Bundaberg and she will be missed greatly, 
but I wish her well as she embarks on a new chapter of her life.  We were 
delighted to welcome Geoffrey Lui to the team to replace Thecla.  Geoffrey 
is well known within the Torres Strait Community and he has quickly 
become part of our team.

NAIDOC celebrations in our schools were 
terrific.  I was fortunate to have attended 
a number of celebrations both big and 
small and all were wonderful occasions.  It 
is appropriate for all Australians to proudly 
acknowledge the wonderful contribution 
of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
people in the Armed Forces.  I have 
learned a lot recently about this somewhat 
neglected part of our history.

Again I wish you all well for the coming busy term and enjoy this terms 
action packed edition of ‘Our Catholic Schools.’

God Bless

ERNIE CHRISTIE
DIRECTOR - TEACHING, LEARNING AND  
CATHOLIC IDENTITY
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INDIGENOUS SPORTS ACADEMY 
CAREERS DAY

A Careers Fair for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander students at 
Catholic Colleges within the Townsville Diocese took place at James 
Cook University on Monday, 2nd June as part of the Sports Academy 
program.

More than 100 students from Catholic secondary colleges in Townsville, 
Mount Isa, the Burdekin, Ingham, Abergowrie and Charters Towers 
attended with more than twenty exhibitors/employers present.

Townsville Catholic Education Senior Indigenous Education Officer, 
Jennifer Wills, said the Careers Fair is one of four key events held each 
year as part of the Sports Academy program.

“This is the 8th year we have been able to offer the Sports Academy 
program for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander secondary students in 
Catholic colleges in the Townsville Diocese,” said Jenny.

“The program aims to encourage and support students to succeed in 
school and advance to positive post-school options.”

The Careers Fair gave students the opportunity to explore career 
options, to meet with employers and to talk to current JCU students 
about their university experience.

Ryan Catholic College, Townsville Good Shepherd Catholic College, Mount Isa St Teresa’s College, Abergowrie

St Margaret Mary’s College, Townsville Ignatius Park College, Townsville St Anthony’s Catholic College, Townsville
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TCEO INDIGENOUS 
EDUCATION CONFERENCE

TCEO AbORIGINAL & TORRES 
STRAIT ISLANDER EDUCATION 
CONFERENCE
‘Strong PartnerShiPS for Strong 
futureS’
Townsville Catholic Education’s first Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander Education Conference, ‘Strong Partnerships 
for Strong Futures’ was held on May 8th and 9th at Jupiters 
Townsville.  

The aim of the conference was to foster strong working 
relationships and genuine partnerships between school 
leaders, teachers, Indigenous staff, students, families and 
communities.  Aboriginal & Torres Strait Islander Education 
is about ensuring school success for students, but also 
about ensuring all students are learning about Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islander histories and cultures.

The conference offered two days of professional learning 
across the broad areas of effective school practices, 
Indigenous histories, cultures and spiritualties.  Indigenous 
Youth Leadership Program (IYLP) students also attended 
the conference and participated in breakout sessions.

Keynote addresses included Professor Gracelyn 
Smallwood (Understanding our History: Look to the Future 
Learn from the Past), Dr Roianne West (Strengthening 
Partnerships – Lifting the Bar in Indigenous Education) 
and Aunty Joan Hendricks (Dreaming On: Educating to 
Make a Difference).

The event commenced and concluded with performances 
by St Teresa’s College students with both traditional 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander dances and a number 
of their college songs.

TOP |  St Teresa’s College Aboriginal Torres Strait Islander 
dancers performed at the opening of the conference.

TOP RIGHT |  Aunty Joan Hendriks with Matthew and Olive 
Pearson.

BOTTOM RIGHT |  Trudi Lucas, Megan Harrison, Danielle 
Germaine, Neil Sabatino and Archie Fraser.
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by Ashlei Major – St Margaret Mary’s College (IYLP student)

“Over the two day period that was spent at Jupiters, Darryl, Chloe, Gracelyn and I had met a range 
of people from North, south and west of Townsville.  We were privileged to have met the majority 
of the guest speakers that had come to speak to the 70 or so students.  Michael Tuahine, one of 
the speakers, had said a quote “When you want success as bad as you want to breathe, that’s when 
you will be successful.”  Many students that I knew at the conference had written this quote onto a 
piece of paper.  This quote had inspired many students to make our people’s future better.  

I personally, had really enjoyed the conference.  It was a great chance to learn more about my 
culture and how hard it was for the past generation to fit into the new life.”

TOP |  St Teresa’s College Aboriginal dancers performed at the conference opening.

BELOW |  Marian Catholic School Torres Strait Islander dancers performed at the conference 
opening.
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RECONCILIATION
WEEK 2014

RECONCILIATION WEEk LITURGY AT 
GOOD SHEPHERD
TOP |  At Good Shepherd Catholic Community School, Rasmussen 
we celebrated Reconciliation Week with a liturgy in the community 
centre.  It was a great celebration that reminded us of the importance of 
Reconciliation in our country with the Indigenous people of our land.  

This year’s theme challenges us to “Walk the Talk.”  To not just talk about 
reconciliation but put it into practice in our daily lives through the way we 
treat others in our community.

COLUMbA CATHOLIC COLLEGE
On the 27th May 2014, students’ from Columba Catholic College 
commenced the celebration of National Reconciliation Week by 
placing 940 hands of multiple colours on the slope at Mount Carmel 
Campus; a replication of the “Sea of Hands” on Parliament House 
lawn in 1997. 

Today, the display of 940 coloured hands represents the cultural 
diversity within the Columba community.  To produce a community 
that is inclusive; “ONE”; it is essential we all join together and work 
toward a common goal.  The placement of black, yellow and white 
followed by red hands was designed to strengthen the bond between 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples and non-Indigenous 
Australians and to “overcome the reasons for a division and 
inequality.”  Fundamentally, this activity was designed to combat all 
forms of racism and prejudice by educating all people on our shared 
Australian history.

ABOVE |  Columba Catholic College students at the Reconciliation Week 
dinner.

BELOW |  Students enjoyed making didgeridoos and painting during 
Reconciliation Week activities at St Joseph’s Catholic School Cloncurry.

ST JOSEPH’S CLONCURRY
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STEPS TOWARD RECONCILIATION AT MARIAN
TOP |  Staff and students at Marian Catholic School celebrated National 
Reconciliation Week by showing the big steps we take as a school community each 
day to show respect and understanding towards our Indigenous cultures.  Each class 
decorated two big foot prints with words and symbols that showed how we can walk 
the talk towards Reconciliation.  Each of these foot prints were displayed on the floor 
in the school library where the students could engage with them in a really fun way.  

As well as celebrating with prayer in our classrooms, many students gathered in the 
school hall at lunch time to learn the Reconciliation dance - Move it Mob Style!  It 
was a great week to ‘walk the talk’ together!

ST MICHAEL’S SCHOOL, PALM 
ISLAND
BELOW |  Everyone at St Michael’s School reflected upon 
what reconciliation means and our we can put aside our 
own differences in order to reconcile with our friends, 
students also learnt about the importance of saying 
sorry and what it means to be sorry about our actions.  
Children created feet and placed them in the isle of the 
church to symbolize this year’s National reconciliation 
theme WALKING THE TALK to reconciliation.  St Michael’s 
School ended National Reconciliation Week with a liturgy 
on Friday 30th May to mark National Sorry Day which is a 
monumental occasion in Australia’s history.

St Peter’s Catholic School in Halifax participated in National Reconciliation Week and 
embraced the theme of ‘Walk The Talk’.  

Throughout the week, students practiced their own ‘Reconciliation Week Dance’ and 
performed for the school community.  The video is currently able to be viewed on the St 
Peter’s YouTube channel.  

The students also created artistic representations of feet that features special messages for 
ways they can ‘walk the talk’ at school and at home.  The feet were placed around the school 
grounds so that all visitors can share in our message of Reconciliation. 

LEFT |  [from left] with their Reconciliation Walk The Talk feet – Scott D’Emden, Shaun 
Rossington and Angel O’Keefe.

ST JOHN bOSCO SCHOOL, 
COLLINSVILLE
St John Bosco School celebrated Reconciliation 
Week with the handover of a hand painted turtle 
shell from Ayr artist, Lamo (Kelvin Lampton) and 
local tribes, Bindal, Juru, Gia, Ngaro, Jangga and 
Burriah. 

LEFT |  Birri elder Aunty Joan O’Loughlin and Miss 
Thompson accepted the shell on behalf of the 
school and Reef Guardian from Jim Gaston and 
Kelvin Lampton.

WALk THE TALk AT ST PETER’S
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LEARNING
& TEACHING

DEADLY ART
TOP |  The students in the Deadly Learners group at Good Shepherd Catholic 
Community School have been working hard over the last couple of weeks to 
create Indigenous Art.  

Our Deadly Learners Group supports our Indigenous students at the school who 
always work hard and try their best for their teachers.  The students have enjoyed 
illustrating their pictures and they are now being displayed in the school library.

ABOVE |  Year 11 & 12 IYLP boys from St Teresa’s College at the launch of Utopia at 
James Cook University, pictured with Prof Gracelyn Smallwood.

YOUNG INDIGENOUS 
PRINTMAkERS
Students at St Patrick’s College were encouraged to explore 
their indigenous heritage with artist and founder of local 
printmaking collective, Murris in Ink.

The program, which seeks to foster and promote artistic 
development among secondary school students, culminated 
in the production of a series of prints for exhibition at Perc 
Tucker Regional Gallery in June and July 2014, and a selection 
of the works will also be exhibited by Umbrella Studio 
Contemporary Arts at the Cairns Indigenous Art Fair at the 
end of July.

Through the Young Indigenous Printmakers program, the 
students worked on concept development and designs for 
their artworks through the medium of relief printmaking.  The 
girls also had the opportunity to work with Townsville master 
printmaker, Jo Lankester.

ABOVE |  Year 12 students work under the guidance of local 
Indigenous artist, Tommy Pau.

UTOPIA
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FOGS INDIGENOUS EMPLOYMENT & CAREERS ExPO
The Former Origin Greats (FOGS) expo provides Indigenous job seekers and 
school leavers throughout Queensland with the opportunity to connect with a 
selection of Queensland’s most prominent employers, education and training 
providers, together with a host of former State of Origin heroes.  The expo aims 
to assist Indigenous job seekers into career pathways, employment and training 
placements.

Indigenous students from Catholic colleges had the opportunity to visit the expo 
and talk with exhibitors in a relaxed environment about career, education and 
training opportunities available in a wide range of industries including Hospitality, 
Nursing, Childcare, Tourism, Building & Construction, Mining, Police and Defence 
Forces.

TOP |  Students from St Patrick’s College at the FOGS Expo.

LEFT |  Students from St Margaret Mary’s College at the FOGS Expo.

STUDENTS ExCELLING IN CERTIFICATE COURSES
Ci’ann Seminara of Gilroy Santa Maria College, Ingham has been working 
towards the successful completion of a range of certificate courses 
including Cert II Indigenous Primary Healthcare, Cert I Land Conservation 
Management, Cert I Foundation Skills and Cert I Hospitality.

Ci’ann has been a great addition to the Ranger program.  Over the last 
couple of months, many students have been travelling to St Peter’s 
Catholic Primary school in Halifax where they have been instrumental in 
creating a cultural hub for the school.  In this space, the students have 
created a reconciliation pathway in the shape of a rainbow serpent.  The 
pathway culminates in the tail curling around and creating a yarning circle 
with seats and a fire circle.

The Certificate II in Indigenous and Primary Health course commenced at 
the beginning of 2014 and is providing valuable experience for a number 
of Indigenous and non-Indigenous students interested in the health field 
along with a nationally recognised certificate upon completion at the end 
of this year.  These students have found this course to be very helpful in 
preparing them for their careers after school.  Upon completion, students 
will receive 4 units towards a Certificate III in Health if they wish to 
pursue this career further, obtain/refresh their Senior First Aid and CPR 
Certificate, 4 QCE points towards their Senior Certificate whilst obtaining 
chronic disease, sports medicine and cultural health training. 

This course is providing these students with experience in following 
health and safety standards in the workplace, providing quality patient 

care, using and maintaining health equipment and undertaking patient 
screening and health assessments.

Students have had the very lucky opportunity to be conducting this 
course at St Teresa’s College Health Trade Training Centre (TTC) where 
they have been taught by two highly educated teaching professionals with 
backgrounds and qualifications in Health.  This course provides students 
with a pathway to industry and university as it will supply a foundation 
essential to allied health.  

For students wanting to go to university, 
it will provide them with evidence of their 
interest and hands-on experience within the 
health field as well as gain evidence towards 
cultural awareness.  Gaining exposure and 
work experience within allied health is 
becoming increasing difficult due to demand 
and confidentiality so this course is providing 
a great opportunity to get their foot in the 
door whilst being taught by someone from 
the field and within a state-of-the-art facility 
at Abergowrie.  So far, all students have 
thoroughly enjoyed this course and have learnt 
a lot.

RIGHT |  Ci’ann Seminara.
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LEARNING
& TEACHING

AbORIGINAL AND TORRES STRAIT ISLANDER EDUCATION PROFESSIONAL 
DEVELOPMENT
On Wednesday 20th August Indigenous and non-Indigenous principals, teachers and school officers attended professional development covering a 
range of important topics.  Peter O’Beirne from Dare to Lead led participants to develop a deeper understanding of effective implementation of the 
Australian Curriculum CCP Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Histories and Cultures; and how both primary and high schools can support Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islander Year 7 students to successfully transition from primary school to high school in culturally connected ways.

Jennifer Wills from the  TCEO Indigenous Education team then led participants in a session designed to increase awareness of the impact of students’ 
cultural and language background on teaching and learning, and to increase understandings of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander students as English 
as a Second Language or Dialect (EAL/D) learners.  The message was that all teachers are teachers of literacy as well as subject content, and, that this 
is especially important to ensure school success for students from culturally diverse and (EAL/D) backgrounds.  Many thanks to all who attended and 
contributed to the often rigorous and sometimes personal group discussions.  These helped everyone leave the day better equipped to make a positive 
difference for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander students across the Diocese. 

TOP |  Principals, teachers and school officers at the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Education professional development day at Townsville Catholic 
Education.

ATSIAP SENIOR CHALLENGE
Five (5) year 10 students – Kolini Harrison, Tasia Kyle, 
Chelsea Purcell, Judy Sailor and Jamai Saltner represented 
St Margaret Mary’s College at the annual NQ Regional 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Aspirations Program 
student challenge held at The Salvation Army Centre, 
Townsville.

The Senior ATSIAP Student Challenge consists of four 
categories, carried out over the two days with a first, second 
and third placement in each category - Quiz, Commercial, 
Long Term Problem Solving and Oral Persuasive Speech.

Tasia Kyle provided an individual speech in the Oral 
Persuasive category with the chosen topic of The Jezzine 
Barracks (persuade your teacher to take your class on a half 
day excursion there).

Tasia delivered her speech with so much confidence and 
enthusiasm, to the extent she made it through to the finals.  
The outcome announced at the dinner on Friday night with 
Tasia placing (3rd) and received a trophy for her efforts 
and a medallion for each of the other SMMC students.  
This is a great achievement for these students whom have 
participated in ATSIAP for the first time.

RIGHT |  TO COME.
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C.O.R.E.S PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT DAY
On Friday 22nd August the TCEO Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander team ran a very important professional development day entitled: CORESTM 
COmmunity Response to Eliminating Suicide One Day Suicide Intervention Course.

The valuable day was ably facilitated by Mrs Di Friday, an Indigenous Senior Health Professional from Ingham Hospital.  

All evaluations were extremely positive, with everyone expressing gratitude that this topic was being addressed.  About forty TCE participants attended 
the day as well as representatives from Relationships Australia and the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Legal Service.  The course not only increased 
understandings about this sensitive topic, but was also very practical. 

All participants left with a simple toolkit to identify and support people who may be at risk, and to possibly save a life.  As an Indigenous presenter, Di 
Friday also bought to light issues which are specific to Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people – issues that everyone involved in the teaching and/
or care of Indigenous students should be aware of, especially considering the rates of youth suicide across communities.  We thank all Di as well as all 
participants for their sensitive and generous sharing on the day.

TOP |  Participants in the professional development - COmmunity Response to Eliminating Suicide One Day Suicide Intervention Course.

INTRODUCING CHERYL SORbELLO
I have been at Ryan Catholic College for three years.  I first started 
working in Learning Support and changed to a new role as Indigenous 
Liaison Officer as well as doing in-class support with Indigenous students. 
Before Ryan I was employed by the Cleveland Youth Detention Centre 
where I tutored.  Before that I worked at many state schools both primary 
and secondary as an Indigenous Liaison Officer and in-class support.  
I have attained various 
certificates for Health and 
Education over the years.  I am 
also studying a Bachelor of 
Education. 

My People are the Waanyi mob 
from the Gulf of Carpentaria 
and Kalkadoon Mount Isa and 
also Eastern Arrenty people of 
Northern Territory. 

I have been involved in my 
church for 27 years and played 
in the band there for many 
outreaches. 

RIGHT |  Cheryl Sorbello, 
Indigenous Liaison Officer at 
Ryan Catholic College.

INTRODUCING kARINA bLACkMAN
When Karina Blackman returned to St Patrick’s College as a Teacher 
Aide this year, she admits that there was an undeniable feeling of 
coming home. 

Karina is proudly a Patty’s girl. Her time as a Residential Student at 
the College in the 1980s and her association with the Sisters of Mercy 
strengthened and deepened 
her Catholic faith.  She sees her 
return as another milestone in 
her spiritual journey. 

Karina’s own educational 
journey has taken her all 
around Australia as a member 
of the Air Force and across the 
world to America with her own 
family. 

Returning to Australia, Karina is 
convinced of the importance of 
travel and broadening horizons.  
“The thing I love most about 
my job is helping the girls to 
find their own educational 
journey.”

RIGHT |  Karina Blackman.
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SCHOOL
NEWS

IPC VISITS PALM ISLAND
TOP |  Early this term a small group of staff and students from Ignatius 
Park College travelled to the St Michael’s School on Palm Island.  The 
group was able to present the school with a collection of sports gear which 
was donated as a result of the 2014 Close the Gap campaign held at the 
College.  While this gesture was greatly appreciated by the St Michael’s 
community, the most beneficial experience of the day was the extremely 
positive interactions made between the IPC lads and the St Michael’s 
students.  The boys were divided up and allocated to various classrooms 
for parts of the day where they would engage with the students via a  

number of learning experiences such as reading, writing, singing and 
providing general assistance for the teachers.

The day was a terrific experience for the students.  It opened their eyes 
to an at times disadvantaged yet beautiful place which while so close to 
Townsville must seem worlds away at times for its residents.  The visit will 
be a lasting experience which will stay with the boys for a long time to 
come and hopefully play a small part in raising awareness of Indigenous 
health issues and in fact reconciliation within our community.

GILROY STUDENTS bUILD INDIGENOUS 
GARDEN AT ST PETER’S
Students from Gilroy Santa Maria 
College in Ingham continued work on 
the Indigenous garden at St Peter’s 
Catholic School in Halifax this term.  The 
students visited regularly and planted 
a range of native plants, each with their 
own special Nywaigi name.  The Gilroy 
Rangers even assisted in creating a 
fireplace that is located in the centre of 
the garden’s yarning circle. 

RIGHT |  Gilroy Santa Maria students 
(from left) Eva, Brodie and Jacob 
alongside (backrow) Leon O’Keefe, 
(front row) Carly D’Emden and Joshua 
Sarabo.

PARENT & SCHOOL PARTNERSHIP AT HOLY 
SPIRIT SCHOOL

This year the Indigenous families have been very 
active, meeting twice so far to finalise the parent 
and school partnership agreement.  The basis for 
this document was started last year with the families 
making a list of all of the things they would like to 
see happening at Holy Spirit School.  From there they 
created a draft document that was then finalized 
and presented at the school board meeting.  We are 
hoping that this great document will go a long way in 
promoting Indigenous culture within the school and 
ensuring that all families feel valued and realise their 
importance as true partners with the school.

LEFT |  Holy Spirit School board member Karl 
McKenzie and Kellie Dwyer (APRE).

ST kIERAN’S CULTURE PROJECT
In term 2 the Year 7 Indigenous students at St Kieran’s 
Catholic Primary School have been involved in a Cultural 
Project.  The project aims to share local cultural knowledge 
with our students to empower their self-identity and build 
self-esteem. 

We have been working with Shawn Major and Roslyn 
Von Senden on the project which will culminate during 
our NAIDOC Week celebrations next term, and will be a 
huge part of our ‘Culture Camp’ where we take all of our 
Indigenous students out bush for the day. 

The students have chosen to learn about spear and 
woomera making for the project, which they will then 
demonstrate and document for the rest of the school.  The 
last few weeks have involved trips out bush with Shawn 
to learn how the Kalkadoon and Mitakoodi tribes of our 
area used the bush to source resources and food.  The 
students have enjoyed the project immensely so far, and are 
looking forward to showing off their new found skills during 
NAIDOC week.

BELOW |   St Kieran’s students participating in the Culture 
Project.
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McDONALDS NETbALL CUP CARNIVAL CHAMPIONS 
TOP |  On Saturday 17th – Sunday 18th May, the St Michael’s School girls’ netball team participated in the McDonalds Cup Netball Carnival.  Despite the 
tough competition the girls managed to come away as champions.  Well done to all the girls who took part in this wonderful event.

ST PATRICk’S GIRLS 
REPRESENT TOWNSVILLE  
IN NRL
Eight students from St Patrick’s College Townsville 
gained selection for the Townsville squad of the NRL 
competition.

On the Queen’s Birthday weekend the girls competed 
in the North Queensland u/16 Girls Rugby League 
Competition.  Teams for this event were drawn from as 
far south as Mackay, west to Mt Isa and north to Weipa. 

Despite the adverse conditions of rain and cold 
weather, the Townsville Team won two of their three 
games, a very pleasing result.

Another positive outcome was that Year 9 student, 
Gongai Nona, a residential student from the Torres 
Strait, was selected as a Shadow player for the NQ 
team when they contest the State Competition later 
this year.

YEAR 8 MUNGALLA ExCURSION 
by Anthea Corkeron – St Margaret Mary’s College Year 8.2 

On Wednesday, 7th May and Friday, 9th May, Year 8 students from St Margaret Mary’s 
College participated in their Cultural day.  On both days the students travelled north to 
Mungalla Station just outside of Ingham.

After an early start to the day and an exciting bus trip, the students were welcomed by the 
station co-ordinators and set off on their first of many activities.  We learnt the history of 
the station and the European man James Cassady who founded the station.  The guides 
showed us some of the culture and tools of the Nygwaygi people who were the traditional 
owners of the land and we even learnt how to throw a boomerang (which for some people 
didn’t end well).  We also got to paint ourselves with a natural paint made from ochre 

and water.  We visited the wetlands 
on the station and helped to plant 
a combination of Pandanus and 
Leichardt trees to try reduce weeds 
that clog nearby waterways such as 
hymenachne and the Water Hyacinth.  
The trip was an amazing experience 
and was a great opportunity to learn 
about the history of Australia and the 
Aboriginal people who lived here.

LEFT |  St Margaret Mary’s Year 8 
students at Mungalla Station.

CATHERINE 
FREEMAN 
HORIzON CAMP  
TO MELbOURNE 
From the 28th May -3rd June 2014, 
Students from St Michael’s School 
travelled to Melbourne as part 
of the CFF Horizon Camp, our 
students were joined by students 
of Bwgcolman Community School 
to promote attendance in schools on Palm Island.  Students enjoyed many set activities 
throughout the week, despite the cold weather of Melbourne students were still excited 
and enjoyed every moment of it.  Well done to Daniel Morton, Nilbi Yasserie, Francis 
Wallace and Terese Wilson on your wonderful effort. 
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SCHOOL
NEWS

PALM ISLAND AFL TEAM
TOP |  Students from St Michael School joined 
a group from Bwgcolman School to make up a 
Palm Island team that played four games of AFL 
during term 3.  The team competed admirably 
and after a shaky start they won their last two 
games.  A highlight was the elder’s speech to 
the boys.  Many thanks to Mr Leon Stubbs for all 
his organisation, St Joseph’s on the Strand for a 
place to stay and Sealink Ferrys for their support. 

GEORGINA WINS NATIONAL AWARD
The Australian Government recently announced that 
Georgina Walit, a recent graduate of St Patrick’s College 
Townsville, is one of the winners of the Australian 
Vocational Student Prize for 2013. 

Georgina undertook nursing training at the Townsville 
Hospital during her senior year before returning to her 
home on Badu Island. She is currently looking forward 
to continuing her studies in nursing at James Cook 
University.

This national award recognizes the achievements of 
students who completed their senior secondary studies 
while undertaking the vocational education and training 

in schools program or an Australian School-based 
Traineeship.  

The prize promotes the benefits of vocational education 
and reflects the commitment of schools to making 
vocational learning a valuable and rewarding experience 
for students. 

The award also acknowledges the role played by 
employers who provide students with the opportunity to 
acquire skills and knowledge for the workplace which can 
provide a strong basis for their future careers. 

LEFT |  St Patrick’s College graduate Georgina Walit.

HOLY COMMUNION
BELOW |  Students from both St Michael’s School and 
Bwgcolman School received the Sacrament of their 
first Eucharist on Sunday the 17th August.  We are 
so happy that the students have joined our Catholic 
Community and hope to see them at Mass on Sundays.  

Well done to everyone and a big thank you to Ms. 
Janet Wigan, Sister Robyn and Sister Alice and all 
those who assisted.
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MUNGALLA AbORIGINAL TOURS
A growing number of schools are organising excursions to Mungalla Station near Ingham.  Mungalla is 
a working cattle station which in 1999 was purchased by its traditional owners, the Nywaigi Aboriginal 
People.  Prior to this it was a famous cattle and horse stud owned by the pioneering Cassady and 
Atkinson families.

Students can learn about indigenous culture, examine artefacts, listen to the didgeridoo and throw 
boomerangs.  They also learn about European pioneering history and environmental care during their 
excursion.  Mungalla has had a successful partnership with the CSIRO to control invasive weeds in the 
wetlands.  They can view the Captive Lives museum exhibition which tells the story of two groups of 
indigenous people from the area who were taken from their homeland to tour the USA and Europe in 
circuses and shows.

Among the Catholic schools which have visited this year are St Peter’s, Our Lady of Lourdes, Gilroy 
Santa Maria and St Margaret Mary’s.  More information and resources are available on the website: 
http://www.mungallaaboriginaltours.com.au/

TOP |  Students from Gilroy Santa Maria College at Mungalla Station.

CONGRATULATIONS zAC
Perseverance, passion and luck, all paid off on the 
24th of June 2014 for 12 year old St Catherine’s 
Catholic College student, Zac Maynard.  After 4 
years training in the martial art of Taekwondo, 
Zac achieved his 1st Poom Black Belt.

Congratulations Zac, we hope to hear more of 
your pursuit for excellence in Taekwondo in the 
future!

BELOW |  Zac Maynard from St Catherine’s 
Catholic College.

ARTHUR CONLAN 
VISITS ST JOSEPH’S 
MUNDINGbURRA

Artist Arthur Conlan visited 
St Joseph’s Catholic School, 
Mundingburra to work with classes 
on an Indigenous art work.  Prior to 
Arthur’s visit the classes voted on an 
animal or bird as a ‘Class Totem’ which 
Arthur used as their drawing focus.  

Each student, in the five classes 
involved, produced a finished art 
work which was then displayed in the 
School Library for NAIDOC Week in 
the first week of Term 3. 

Class groups, parents and friends 
visited the display during the display 
week.  

On the Friday we invited our 
Indigenous students’ parents along 
for a special viewing, morning tea 
and a meeting to form an Indigenous 
Advisory Group. 

The students’ art work will be used in 
an outdoor Indigenous structure.  The 
Advisory Group is working on a design 
and hope to have the opening next 
NAIDOC Week with a Welcome to 
Country and a Smoking Ceremony.

PLANTATION PARk 
ExCURSION
BELOW |  Year 2 and Year 3 students from 
St Francis School, Ayr went on an excursion 
to Plantation Park and received a tour with 
Gudjuda Reference Group.
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NAIDOC CELEbRATIONS AT ST FRANCIS, 
HUGHENDEN
TOP |  Students from St Michael School joined a group from Bwgcolman 
School to make up a Palm Island team that played four games of AFL during 
term 3.  The team competed admirably and after a shaky start they won 
their last two games.  A highlight was the elder’s speech to the boys.  

Many thanks to Mr Leon Stubbs for all his organisation, St Joseph’s on the 
Strand for a place to stay and Sealink Ferrys for their support. 

NAIDOC CELEbRATIONS AT ST 
MICHAEL’S
BELOW |  St Michael’s students  joined in the NAIDOC march, which 
saw the whole school showcasing their NAIDOC themed banners 
that they worked so hard on.  We also had an Open Day filled with 
activities for the students and a chance for parents to have a look 
at their children’s portfolios.  

On top of this we shared a Kupp-Murri as well as having our very 
first St Michael’s Got Talent, which was a fun filled afternoon, a big 
thank you to everyone that participated and assisted.

NAIDOC CELEbRATIONS AT SMMC
Students at St Margaret Mary’s College participated in many activities as 
part of the college’s NAIDOC celebrations.  These included weaving by the 
Deadly Aunties and face painting.  The Indigenous students took guidance 
from Mrs Ellen Akee and learnt how to prepare and cook yummy traditional 
Torres Strait Island food including rice, sop sop, vermicelli chicken, coconut-
curry chicken and scones.

Performers included a Torres Strait Island dance group which included two 
students from the college Rashida and Yonte’a Akee, whom along with their 
siblings performed a variety of dances.

To conclude this amazing week a whole college assembly was held on 
the Friday, we heard from special guest speakers – Gracelyn Smallwood 
(NAIDOC 2014 – Person of the Year) and Sgt Annie Dufficy (Department of 
Defence – Indigenous Recruitment) about their involvement with NAIDOC 
and the theme this year.  The Marian School Torres Strait Island Dance 
Group performed and many SMMC past students and teachers also joined in 
for the ‘Taba Naba dance!’

The theme for NAIDOC Week 2014 was  
“Serving Country: Centenary & Beyond”, celebrating the 

service of Indigenous Soldiers in our Defence Force.

To connect with this year’s NAIDOC week theme ‘Serving Country: Centenary 
and Beyond’, the year 1 and 6 classes from St Joseph’s School The Strand 
enjoyed an excursion to the Jezzine Barracks precinct. 

This was a rich and rewarding experience, allowing students to explore and 
appreciate the contributions Indigenous Australians have made to the defence 
of our nation, past and present. 

With their buddies, the students participated in a scavenger hunt to explore 
the history of Townsville through the eyes of Indigenous Australians, early 
settlers and the Armed Forces. 

LEFT |  Year 1 and 6 students visited Jezzine Barracks as part of NAIDOC 
celebrations.

NAIDOC CELEbRATIONS AT ST JOSEPH’S, THE STRAND
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NAIDOC CELEbRATIONS AT AbERGOWRIE
TOP |  St Teresa’s College, Abergowrie once again staged a significant event to celebrate NAIDOC with special guest entertainers including Christine 
Anu, Sean Choolburra and Marcus Corowa.  Students from Catholic schools in Ingham, Halifax and Townsville attended the day of celebrations that 
included dancing, sports, crafts and tradition food. 

NAIDOC 
ExPERIENCE AT 
ST PETER’S WITH 
RUSS bUTLER
Local Bandjin elder, Russ Butler, 
led St Peter’s Catholic School on 
a NAIDOC Experience in Term 3.  

Uncle Russ took the students 
along the Seymour River after 
meeting at the Hinchinbrook 
Island lookout and sharing 
some of his people’s story and 
spirituality. 

The students stopped and 
sampled the native plant life and 
were impressed with the many 
different uses for each plant.  
Russ even spotted a saltwater 
crocodile that was fortunately on 
the other side of the river bank!  

Upon returning to St Peter’s, Russ 
met students within our yarning 
circle and shared Dreaming 
stories and facts about the local 
area. 

RIGHT |  Russ explaining 
his people’s attachment to 
Hinchinbrook Island at the 
Hinchinbrook lookout.
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NAIDOC CELEbRATIONS AT ST kIERAN’S, MOUNT ISA
We began with our official prayer gathering to start our week underneath our new cross located 
outside of the library.

That afternoon the whole school visited the library to discuss this year’s NAIDOC theme and to watch 
a video on YouTube by singers Dave Arden & Paul Kelly called ‘Freedom Called’.  This was a wonderful 
and relaxed way to explain this year’s theme, and to begin our NAIDOC week celebrations.

On Wednesday we had a huge morning with our first ever ‘Mini Murris’ Under 5s Barefoot in the Park. 
This was an amazing success with more than 100 children and their parents attending our day! We had visitors from the Mary MacKillop Child Care 
Centre next door, as well as the Ngukuthati Children & Family Centre, and Injilinji Kindy. 

Our Year 2-7 Indigenous Students and our Year 7 class organised and ran all of the stalls which included face painting, obstacle courses, parachute, 
playdough, blocks, and many more. It was the most amazing morning with several parents commenting on how wonderful and polite our students were 
to them and their children. Many enrolment packs were filled out and handed in that morning!

Mini Murris was such a big success and a wonderful opportunity to showcase our school, it looks like it will become a regular feature in our future 
NAIDOC celebrations. Well done to our students for all of their hard work. They showed exceptional leadership at this activity.

The free screening of ‘Storm Boy’ at the St Joseph’s Penola Centre was another great addition to our celebrations & allowed us to join together outside 
of school for a lovely night. Thank you to all of the families who attended.

On Thursday we were lucky enough to have 2 great local role models who work in Health in our community. Dr Marjad Page and Ms Helen Burns gave 
great insight into growing up and returning to Mount Isa to make a better future for Indigenous people in our town. As Dr Page is a former student 
of St Kieran’s it was great to be able to show students what they can achieve if they work hard. Helen also spoke of her own personal journey & the 
wonderful role models she had in her life. As she had only checked all of our Indigenous students for the ‘Deadly Ears’ program last term, it was perfect 
for students to listen to her story.

TOP |  Celebrating NAIDOC at St Kieran’s Catholic Primary School, Mount Isa.

NAIDOC CELEbRATIONS AT 
ST JOSEPH’S, MOUNT ISA
What a terrific week we had for NAICO Week this 
year at St Joseph’s, Mount Isa.  

We made damper and cabbage stew and held a 
family movie night where we watched Storm Boy.  
We started a native plant garden and visited Lake 
Moondarra for a day camp.

We learnt about bush tucker and walking skills 
from Elder Shawn Major and also enjoyed making 
Indigenous art with Elder Shane Gulliver.  We also 
had a go at boomerang and spear throwing.  It was 
such a great week for our school.

LEFT |  Students at St Joseph’s Catholic Primary 
School, Mount Isa learning about bush tucker and 
bush walking during NAIDOC week celebrations.
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NAIDOC CELEbRATIONS AT ST CATHERINE’S
NAIDOC celebrations at St Catherine’s Catholic College culminated with a 
ceremony on the Mercy Campus to open our new Indigenous garden.  The 
garden was established to provide a special place where students could gather 
to learn about our local Indigenous communities’ history and culture.  

The garden was the culmination of the efforts of many members of the 
community.  Local elders, Plants Whitsunday, Whitsunday Regional Council and 
Landcare were very generous in giving of their time and knowledge on local 
indigenous plants.  

The establishment of the garden was made possible by generous donations 
from the Bendigo Bank, Bunnings and Townsville Catholic Education Office.  

The garden, which was designed by Plants Whitsunday, features an original 
handcrafted cross hand painted by a local Indigenous artist, and mosaic pavers 
designed and created especially for the garden by our Mercy Art Club students.  
Our feature rock was provided by a local grazier from his property.  

The plants which feature throughout the garden are plants traditionally used 
by the Ngaro and Gia people of the Whitsundays for bush tucker and everyday 
purposes.  

Our indigenous student group from Loyola will work on labelling and learning 
about the garden, so they can educate the younger students on Mercy on the 
significance of the features of this very special place.

TOP |  Sue West – Gia and Ngao Elder.

To connect with this year’s NAIDOC week theme 
‘Serving Country: Centenary and Beyond’, the 
year 1 and 6 classes from St Joseph’s School The 
Strand enjoyed an excursion to the Jezzine Barracks 
precinct. 

This was a rich and rewarding experience, allowing 
students to explore and appreciate the contributions 
Indigenous Australians have made to the defence of 
our nation, past and present. 

With their buddies, the students participated in a 
scavenger hunt to explore the history of Townsville 
through the eyes of Indigenous Australians, early 
settlers and the Armed Forces. 

RIGHT |  Year 1 and 6 students visited Jezzine 
Barracks as part of NAIDOC celebrations.

NAIDOC CELEbRATIONS AT GOOD 
SHEPHERD CATHOLIC COLLEGE
ABOVE |  Principal of Good Shepherd Catholic College, Wayne 
Wood pictured with Kalkadoon Elder Aunty Virginia Mayo at the 
opening of the Bush Tucker Café – Arili Thina.

NAIDOC CELEbRATIONS AT ST JOSEPH’S, THE STRAND
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