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LEARNING
FRAMEWORK
Teaching and Learning in Catholic Schools in
the Diocese of Townsville
Fundamental to teaching and learning in Catholic Schools in the
Diocese of Townsville is a commitment to:
• T
 he uniqueness and value of each individual
• The ethos, beliefs and tradition of the
Catholic Church in the contemporary world
• Collaborative decision making in the school
community
• School, family and parish roles in nurturing
church
• The positive well-being of the wider
community

• T
 he Melbourne Declaration on Educational
Goals for Young Australians
• Goal One: Australian schooling
promotes equity and excellence
• Goal Two: All young Australians
become successful learners; confident
and creative individuals; active and
informed citizens

“I have come in order that you may have life and have it to the full.”

John 10:10

A CHRIST VISION OF LIFE
The overarching focus of curriculum in Catholic schools is to empower learners to enrich the quality of life in the community by living out the gospel of Jesus Christ.
Catholic Schools…are places where people learn how to live their lives, achieve cultural growth, receive vocational training and engage in the pursuit of the common good; they provide
occasion and opportunity to understand the present time and imagine the future of society and mankind.  At the root of Catholic education is our Christian spiritual heritage, which is part
of a constant dialogue with the cultural heritage and the conquests of science; Catholic schools…are educational communities where learning thrives on the integration between research,
thinking and life experience.
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about learners and learning

Respect for individual dignity and uniqueness

We support increasing flexibility to accommodate individual
learning needs, because we believe in recognising the
uniqueness of the individual learner.

Provision of a wealth of opportunities for the holistic
development of the child.

We support learning activities that engage student interest
and motivation, because we believe that learners are the
centre of the curriculum.

A balanced focus on cognitive, affective, social,
professional, ethical and spiritual aspects.

We seek ways to extend appropriate learning opportunities
beyond existing boundaries, because we believe in
developing the potential of every learner.

Encouragement for every pupil to develop their talents, in
a climate of cooperation and solidarity.

We accommodate diversity so that cultural and individual
differences do not compromise learning opportunities,
because we believe in equity.

The promotion of research as a rigorous commitment
towards truth…with an openness of mind and heart.

We proclaim that Jesus gives meaning to life and learning,
because we believe in Jesus as the way, the truth and the
life.

Respect of ideas, openness to dialogue, the ability to
interact and work together in a spirit of freedom and care.

We support learning environments that sustain positive
relationships particularly between teacher and student,
because we believe people are our most valuable learning
resource.
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BELIEFS

of Catholic Schools
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Roles AND RESPONSIBILITIES
Parents will:
• a
 ccept the role of primary educator and provide opportunity for their child’s
educational development
• encourage and support their child in pursuit of educational goals
• support the school in the educational and pastoral care of their child
• assist in the development of the school as a supportive learning community
• d
 evelop, with teachers, a shared understanding of the needs and abilities of
their child

teachers will:
• incorporate the principles of curriculum in Catholic schools in their planning
• develop skills and knowledge to support effective pedagogy
• assist in the development of the school as a supportive learning community
• d
 evelop, with parents, a shared understanding of the needs and abilities of
students
• accommodate change and adopt professional standards in teaching
• extend their own professional knowledge and skills

Principals will:
• identify school needs and develop ways of meeting these needs – flexibility,
responsiveness and capacity building are key elements
• b
 e the curriculum leader in their school through effective induction,
professional development, ongoing support in meeting compliance
regulations, staff supervision and setting high standards for student
achievement
• e
 nsure their school is adequately resourced to support curriculum which is
current, responsive, comprehensive and reflects community expectations
• monitor and evaluate the effectiveness of curriculum in their school
• encourage best practice and innovation in school curriculum initiatives
• s upport teachers in accommodating change and incorporating professional
standards in teaching

Townsville catholic education OFFICE will:
• e
 nsure each school can develop and deliver curriculum to enable each
student to become an effective learner
• identify curriculum directions set by national and state authorities and
develop diocesan curriculum plans to assist schools to incorporate these
directions
• s upport principals and teachers in accommodating change and in using the
professional standards in teaching
• d
 evelop resources to promote the implementation of these foundational
principles of teaching and learning
• p
 romote successful practices to schools and facilitate sharing of expertise
across schools
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• e
 nable schools to be visionary and creative in responding to the role of the
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Contact Us
For further information contact:
Townsville Catholic Education Office
PO BOX 861 AITKENVALE QLD 4814
2 GARDENIA AVENUE KIRWAN QLD 4817
T.  07 4773 0900     F.  07 4773 0901
E.  enquiries@tsv.catholic.edu.au
ABN 13 622 319 794

www.tsv.catholic.edu.au

