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Appendix 5 

Examples of Ecologically Active Catholic Schools in Queensland  

School -  Diocese - Contacts 

• Chanel College, Gladstone  Rockhampton Ph: 4978 1566  Email: the.pincipal@chanelcollege.qld.edu.au   

• Columba Catholic College, Townsville Ph. 4787 1744 Charters Towers  Email: office@columba.qld.edu.au  

• Holy Cross School, Wooloowin  Brisbane  Ph: 3857 2443  Email: pwooloowin@bne.catholic.edu.au  

• Holy Rosary Primary School, Lutwyche  Brisbane  Ph: 3349 7188 Email: pwindsor@bne.catholic.edu.au  

• Holy Spirit Primary School, Cranbrook Townsville  Ph: 4779 4255 Email: crnbrk@tsv.catholic.edu.au  

• Holy Spirit School, Bray Park  Brisbane  Ph: 3205 3955 Email: braybark@bne.catholic.edu.au  

• Ignatius Park College, Aitkenvale    Townsville      Ph: 4796 0222 Email: info@ipc.qld.edu.au  

• Mary MacKillop Catholic School,   Toowoomba    Ph: 4698 7777 Highfields  Email: 
highfields@twb.catholic.edu.au  

• Padua College (Eastern Campus), Kedron      Brisbane  Ph: 3857 2022 Email: admin@padua.qld.edu.au   

• Our Lady of the Assumption, Enoggera Brisbane  Ph: 3355 6688 Email: penoggera@bne.catholic.edu.au  

•  Ryan Catholic College, Kirwan      Townsville      Ph: 4773 0100 Email: 
office@ryancatholiccollege.qld.edu.au  

• Sacred Heart School, Yeppoon     Rockhampton   Ph: 4933 6288  Email: 
principal@sacredheartschool.qld.edu.au   

• Siena Catholic College, Buderim     Brisbane  Ph: 5476 6100 Email: ssippgdowns@bne.catholic.edu.au   

• Southern Cross Catholic School,  Townsville  Ph: 4778 3444 Annandale Email: anndle@tsv.catholic.edu.au   

• St. Andrew’s Catholic College, Redlynch  Cairns  Ph: 4039 0933  Email: 
principal.redlynch@ceo.cairns.catholic.edu.au   

• St. Andrew’s Primary School,  Brisbane  Ph: 3351 6886 Ferny Grove  Email: 
pfernygrove@bne.catholic.edu.au   

• St. Anthony’s Catholic College, Deeragun  Townsville  Ph: 4751 7300 Email: drgn@tsv.catholic.edu.au   

• St. Brendan’s College, Yeppoon  Rockhampton  Ph: 4939 9300 St. Brigid’s Primary School, Nerang 
Brisbane  Ph: 5596 4188 Email: pnerang@bne.catholic.edu.au  

• St. Catherine’s School, Proserpine   Townsville      Ph: 4945 1081 Email: prspne@tsv.catholic.edu.au   

• St. Colman’s School, Home Hill     Townsville      Ph: 4782 2030 Email: homehl@tsv.catholic.edu.au  



• St. Patrick’s School, Winton Townsville      Ph: 4657 1652 Email: wntn@tsv.catholic.edu.au  

• St. Pius School Banyo, Banyo  Brisbane Ph: 3267 7306 Email: pbanyo@bne.catholic.edu.au  

• St. Rita’s Primary School, Victoria Point  Brisbane  Ph: 3207 6628  Email: 
pvictoriapoint@bne.catholic.edu.au   

• St. Saviour’s College, Toowoomba   Toowoomba    Ph: 4637 1600 Email: deanh@stsav.qld.edu.au   

• St. Teresa’s College, Abergowrie    Townsville      Ph: 4777 4600  Email: 
administration@abergowrie.qld.edu.au  

• St. Teresa’s Catholic College, Noosaville DC    Brisbane  Ph: 5474 0022 Email: 
snoosaville@bne.catholic.edu.au  

• St. Thomas More College, Sunnybank Brisbane  Ph: 3345 4233 Email: ssunnybank@bne.catholic.edu.au  

• St. Vincent’s, Gold Coast MC     Brisbane Ph: 5572 1746 Email: probina@bne.catholic.edu.au   

• St. William’s Primary School, Grovely  Brisbane  Ph: 3355 5122 Email: pgrovelly@bne.catholic.edu.au  

• Star of the Sea Catholic Primary School,      Rockhampton   Ph: 49721305 Email: starofthesea@bigpond.com  

• Stella Maris, Maroochydore Brisbane  Ph: 5443 8950  Email: pmaroochydore@bne.catholic.edu.au   

  

Good News Eco-Stories From Queensland Catholic Schools 

St. Francis Xavier School, Manunda, Cairns - Promotion of Health & Nutrition - 
Curriculum  

An emphasis on healthy food in the curriculum and in school tuckshops is a key aspect of the Green & Healthy Schools 
Programme and St. Francis Xavier School in Manunda has set a benchmark for excellence in this area. A Nutrition 
Committee comprising the tuckshop manager, physical education teacher and parents oversees the comprehensive 
healthy food programme and consults a nutritionist for advice. A ‘Healthy Eating’ pack has been prepared and 
distributed, the curriculum is monitored, and an exemplary tuckshop is managed. During the main lunch break, meals 
are served to order from a daily changing menu that includes a range of international dishes. All meals are colour-coded 
according to their nutritional value. Healthy snacks are sold for the afternoon break and fruit is effectively free with the 
daily meal deals. Children who bring their own lunch also receive green, red or amber acknowledgement stickers 
according to the nutritional value of their meal. Produce from the School’s vegetable garden is sold to the tuckshop, 
where hygiene is carefully managed. Regular promotional events are planned and party days are occasionally held to 
acknowledge that “junk” foods may play a small role in a balanced diet.  

Padua College, Brisbane - Conservation and Waste  

Padua College is an amazing and highly successful school in the areas of resource conservation and waste management. 
Thanks to the hard work of the school’s environment club and dedicated environmental teachers like David Searle, the 
college is achieving marvellous things not only within the school but also the wider community. Resource conservation 
and waste management is incorporated into the curriculum, with the school reducing, reusing and recycling everything 
possible. Gardens are well mulched with suitable green waste. Padua College reduces waste. Padua College held its 
annual plastic bag famine weekend again this year and has trademarked the ‘Be Fantastic, Get Rid of Plastic’ slogan 
which was launched on World Environment Day 2006, as part of a new programme to ban plastic bags in the Brisbane 



ward of Marchant. Local Councillor, Faith Hopkins, joined the Padua College Green Team, Ranger Stacey, Ranger 
Tim and 4KQ personalities at the Westfield Chermside launch. The college also plans to hold a community fun day to 
promote the plastic bags programme and will continue to lead a network of local schools to end the use of plastic bags. 
Padua College sets a superb example in conserving resources and reducing waste.  

St. Anthony’s Catholic Primary School, Toowoomba - School Spirit - Outreach  

St. Anthony’s Catholic Primary School in Toowoomba sends out a strong message of unselfishly caring for others in 
the world. The school is now more than 50 years old and has an enrolment of around 260 students from a wide range of 
backgrounds and cultures. This diversity has possibly been the catalyst for the huge effort the students make to care for 
others. The project club operates all year round, raising funds for the local hospice and recently, for schools affected by 
Cyclone Larry. The club has also been involved in the Relay for Life Project, Jump Rope for Heart Programme, and 
selling badges for the Save the Children Australia Fund. St. Anthony’s Catholic Primary School prides itself on its 
pastoral care programme which is designed to assist people within the school and parish during times of need. We 
could all take a lesson from St. Anthony’s fine example of selflessness and school spirit!  

St. Colman’s School, Home Hill - Litter Prevention & Waste Management  

St. Colman’s School has litter licked. The school has developed a Green & Healthy programme that incorporates ideas 
and strategies from a number of excellent environmental programmes, including Reef Guardian Schools and 
WaterWise. Litter is an integral part of the school’s Green & Healthy Programme. Students from each grade form 
Green Patrols to monitor litter. They check areas assigned to each class on a weekly basis and award litter-free areas at 
assembly. Years 6 and 7 students manage classroom bins and recycling and deliver scraps from fruit breaks to the 
worm farm. Litter issues are addressed through the curriculum, with students learning about appropriate bin use. The 
school also takes part in Clean Up Australia Day. These simple but effective litter strategies ensure that St. Colman’s 
School is a clean and very well presented school. 

St. Colman’s is also a school which is determined to ensure it makes the most of what it has, with a range of resource 
conservation and waste management project underway. Things start with the enthusiastic Years 1 and 2 who are 
collecting scraps and taking care of the school’s vermiculture project with has more than 2000 earthworms. Informative 
talks and posters around the school help to educate all students about the food scraps suitable for this project. Years 3, 4 
and 5 have undertaken a litter audit of the school. Clearly marked bins are used to distinguish between recyclables and 
disposables, and some innovative ideas are to be examined to try to reduce the volume of packaging which enters the 
school. Years 6 and 7 are involved in a WaterWise project which promotes responsible water usage, water conservation 
and a reduction in water pollution - at school and in the wider community. The resource conservation and waste 
management practices at St. Colman’s are extensive and based on a well structured hierarchy of learning ability.  

St. Mary’s South Burnett Catholic College, Wide Bay-Burnett Region - Community 
Action 

St. Mary’s South Burnett Catholic College has a strong commitment to the Kingaroy community, and three initiatives 
stood out this year to highlight just how important social justice, welfare and the environment is to this school 
community. First is the Minnie Vinnie‚ and Young Vinnies groups, affiliated with St. Vincent de Paul, which are made 
up of energetic and generous students who visit nursing homes, help at the St. Vincent de Paul shop, donate goods, 
raise awareness of homelessness through sleepouts, and are active in reconciliation activities. Next the Cherbourg 
homework centre that provides invaluable homework support to students who live out of town. The centre is reliant on 
many teacher volunteer hours and particularly on a teacher’s aide whose time and effort goes beyond the call of duty. 
And finally, the ongoing efforts of the school community to establish a grey water recycling plant, in partnership with 
the hospital next door, which is expected to reduce the school’s impact on Kingaroy’s water supply. These three 
examples provide an indication of the valuable, and valued, role St. Mary’s plays in its community.  

Holy Spirit Primary School, Townsville - An Eco-School - Green Philosophies - 
Whole School Planning  



Holy Spirit Primary School has a school-wide environmental management strategy that incorporates school policies 
and an action plan. In keeping with this plan, the school has developed an excellent integrated curriculum for all grades, 
with a strong focus on the environment. Topics include sustainable living practices, rainforests, the Great Barrier Reef 
(it is a Reef Guardian School), mining and tourism. Holy Spirit also follows the Refuse, Re-use, Reduce and Recycle 
philosophy and has a school-wide greening programme. Hands-on learning activities include gardening, recycling, 
mural painting, worm farming, a bush tucker project and a shade tree programme. Impressively, all of these projects 
and activities are recognised and supported by an awards programme managed by the Student Environment Council, 
which consists of 16 students from Years 4 to 7. Awards include the Tidy Terrier and Aussie of the Month. Holy Spirit 
Primary is a wonderful example of a school that is actively encouraging its entire student body to take up the whole 
school approach to environmental education. Its practices have been recognised with numerous environmental awards 
over the past four years. 

St. Teresa’s College, Abergowrie (Nth Qld) - Indigenous Curriculum & Spirituality  

St. Teresa’s College is a boys‚ secondary boarding college with more than 80% of its enrolments being indigenous 
students from across Northern Australia. Apart from its many hands-on environmental practices like the use of water 
tanks in its water conservation plan, the college has developed an extensive eco-spirituality and eco-justice curriculum 
for indigenous boys aged 13 - 18. Much of the Spirituality is linked to excursions, retreats and camps associated with 
the land. For example Year 11 have a choice of “Street Retreat” or a “Nature Retreat”. The college has developed many 
of its own liturgical symbols especially the highly symbolic professional cross. Environment units have been integrated 
into the curriculum for all age groups. Indigenous Dance groups travel Queensland with their exhibitions of spirituality 
and culture. As a college set among the tropical canefields of North Queensland, St. Teresa’s is a vibrant high 
achievement institution that reflects a true sense of ecological mission and closeness to the land. 

 


