
 

13 May 2019 

 

Dear Staff, Students, Parents and Friends of St Patrick’s College Townsville 

On behalf of the Board of Governance, it is with a mixture of sadness and gratitude that I announce 
that, after five years of transformational leadership and service, Ms Paulina Skerman will conclude her 
tenure as Principal at the end of the 2019 academic year as she takes up the role of Principal at Santa 
Sabina College in Sydney.  

Paulina has led the College and community through an exciting journey. She has established a 
visionary College Leadership Team, assembled an award-winning faculty and recruited a confident and 
enthusiastic student body that is inspired to do more and be more than they thought possible.  

During her tenure, the College experienced unprecedented enrolment growth, securing its place in 
the minds of our community as the ‘school of choice’ for girls in the North, as well as internationally. 
Paulina’s strategic focus on bolstering the College’s STEM and Arts program, her delivery of the College 
Strategic Plan (2015-2020) and the highly anticipated construction of a contemporary performing arts, 
library and learning precinct have all contributed to the cultural transformation felt at the College and 
in the wider community. We are deeply grateful for her tireless efforts and commitment to the 
College. Undoubtedly, Paulina leaves an enviable legacy. 

The Board will work closely with the College Leadership Team to ensure a structured succession plan. 
The Board has every confidence that the College will continue on its trajectory of success and that we 
are well placed to attract candidates of the highest calibre. 

The Board will seek to appoint a Principal that aligns with the College’s vision, an outstanding track 
record in educational leadership, and a deep and abiding commitment to our Mercy tradition and 
Catholic ethos. 

This will be a time of transition for the College, recognising the achievements and looking forward 
with optimism to the future. I invite you all to join us in thanking Paulina for her outstanding 
contributions and wishing her well for another successful year in 2019 at St Patrick’s College. 

Thank you for your ongoing support. I look forward to keeping you informed on the Board’s progress 
toward appointing a new Principal of St Patrick’s College.  

Blessings, 

 

HELEN MARY PETERS RSM CHAIR 
Board of Governance of St Patrick’s College Townsville


