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Upcoming 
Events 

 
 
 

French Speech  

Competition 

Tuesday 8 September 

 

Coffee on the  

Verandah 

Friday 11 September 

7.45am - 8.30am 
 

 
 

Term 3 finishes 

Friday 18 September at 

12.45pm 

 
Term 4 commences 

Wednesday 7 October 

 
P&F Meeting 

Tuesday 13 October 

6.30pm 

 

Student Free Day 

Monday 19 October 

 

Sportswomen’s 

Awards 

Tuesday 27 October 

 
Year 12 Awards Night 

Monday 16 November 

 
Year 12  Formal 

Thursday 19  

November 

 

Year 7 Transition Day 

Tuesday 24 November 

Above    St Patrick’s College athletics age champions 2015   
L-R:  Teliana Gibuma-Cloudy; Ella Evans; Chiara Hoedt; Solange Jakis, Brooklyn Fickling. Absent from photo Lukesha Sawers.  
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I read with interest an article in The Australian recently wherein accountancy firm, 

Ernst & Young has announced it is no longer going to look at applicants’ academic  

records instead employing online tests in an attempt to promote social mobility which 

require lateral thinking and initiative to solve problems.  According to the article, 

“what companies want are people who will work hard, be flexible and enthusiastic, be 

punctual and show initiative.”  That is, people who display soft skills. People skills and common sense 

matter; genuine face to face conversations matter, a confident approach in the way one  

communicates and the ability to articulate a point of view in a diplomatic way, matters.  As young 

people are drawn to communication through social media, there is unfortunately a decline in their 

ability to negotiate a successful conversation. Developing these ‘soft skills’ is very much on our agenda 

at St Patrick’s College as we nurture our girls to be confident and compassionate leaders.  
 

I had the privilege of presenting the opening lecture to our Year 11 girls this week at our inaugural 

Leadership Camp.  Specifically, I talked to the girls about leadership capacity as something that is able 

to be developed from experience and practice.  Importantly, leadership is not about popularity,  

instead good leaders develop their competency through building strong relationships through listening 

and building trust, owning their own behaviours, and being proactive in their approach. Our Year 11 

girls are just at the start of their leadership journey, but I am confident that in the course of the next 

few months, we will have excellent candidates who will apply for student leadership roles for 2016. 
 

Congratulations must go to the Year 12 girls who sat their Queensland Core Skills Test this week. 

They were well prepared as they approached this very important set of examinations and conducted 

themselves with quiet determination and a willingness to succeed.  
 

I would also like to take this opportunity to welcome Monique Warde, Jorja Warde, Alexandra  

Vicatos and Kayla Rogers who were confirmed as members of the Catholic Church at mass last  

Sunday afternoon.  It was a lovely ceremony and a great privilege to be present for this celebration.  
 

The College also welcomes Mrs Angela Hubbucks as she takes on the role of School Nurse.  Mrs 

Hubbucks comes with a wealth of nursing experience and is a very important part of our pastoral 

team, ensuring our girls are all well cared for at school.   
 

Thanks must go to Mrs Hammond, Assistant Principal Faith & Identity for preparing our Mercy Day 

Mass this week.  It was a beautiful celebration of the feast of Our Lady of Mercy, patron of the Sisters 

of Mercy.  It was particularly interesting for me to see photographs of the 14 principals that have 

gone before me over the last 130 years. I love the history of the College and it is inspiring to hear the 

stories of the Sisters of Mercy who courageously left their families on the other side of the world to 

come here to fulfil their mission to educate the young women of the North. 

God Bless, Paulina 
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September the Month of Mercy 
September is set aside as the month of Mercy.  The Feast of Our Lady of Mercy is celebrated on September 24.  As 

the 24th September falls during our holidays, we celebrate the Feast of Our Lady of Mercy on the first Thursday in 

September with our annual Mercy Mass. During this month of Mercy, it is a time to reflect on the actions we can per-

form to extend God’s compassion and mercy to those in need.  These are known as the Corporal Works of Mercy 

and the Spiritual Works of Mercy.   
 

Corporal Works of Mercy: 

Feed the hungry; shelter the homeless; clothe the naked; visit the sick and imprisoned; bury the dead; give alms to the 

poor 
 

Spiritual Works of Mercy: 

Instruct, advise, console, comfort, forgive and bear wrongs patiently. 

 

Dr Robert Stackpole challenges us to envisage new ways to act out these ‘old fashioned’ works of Mercy.  He states 

that these impact into every aspect of our lives; our family life, spiritual life, professional life and beyond to our  

economic and political dimension.  As Catherine McAuley said over 170 years ago, “Speak as your mind directs and 

always act with courage”.  If we can do this when we see an injustice, we are a ‘Mercy People’. 
 

“Accepting Jesus as our Lord and Saviour includes rejecting everything incompatible with His reign of compassion and 

merciful love.” Dr Robert Stackpole, STD (Sep 7, 2009.  http://www.thedivinemercy.org/library/article.php?NID=3479) 
 

VINNIE’S SLEEPOUT 

We had 35 girls ‘sleep out’ last Thursday to raise awareness of the plight of the homeless.  Mrs Brian Headford, the 

Diocesan President of the St Vincent de Paul Society, came and spoke to the girls about the reality of life for the 

homeless here in Townsville.  Our Teen Vinnie’s group organised the event and managed to raise nearly $300.  
 

MERCY MASS 

We celebrated our Mercy Feast day with Mass on Thursday September 3rd September at 9.00am at St Joseph’s North 

Ward.  The liturgical celebration was wonderful with the girls participating enthusiastically.  We again thank Fr Mick 

for presiding for us.  Thank you also to Miss Katherine and the choir for their leading of the singing and to Lauren, our 

chaplain, for assisting with the organisation.  
 

YOUTH MASS 

We had our monthly youth mass at St Joseph’s on Sunday 30 August.  It was lovely to have our girls leading the  

singing (thanks again to Miss Katherine), doing the readings and assisting as altar servers.  Also thank you to our 

Torres Strait girls who sang a traditional hymn to conclude our liturgy. This mass was particularly special as we  

welcomed four of our students to the Catholic faith – Alex Vicatos, Monique and Jorja Warde and Kayla Rogers.  

Congratulations ladies! 
 

OONOONBA STATE SCHOOL VISIT 

We had the privilege of taking five of our students to  

Oonoonba State School during the week.  Their Year 4  

students are studying a history unit on the impact of  

colonisation in the Torres Strait.  Pelista Pilot, Cathy Marou 

and Brittany Akiba spoke to the children about their culture 

and the differences between living at home in the Torres 

Strait and living in Boarding at St Pat’s.  The girls were also 

able to share their cultural stories and the story of the 

‘Coming of the Light’ when the missionaries first came to the 

Torres Strait.  The girls ended the session with singing and 

dancing traditional songs.  The girls are to be commended 

for their efforts, five very worthy ambassadors for our  

College. 

Above   Five of our girls from the Torres Strait visited the Year 4 

students at Oonoomba State School to talk about their culture. 

 

FAITH & IDENTITY 

http://www.thedivinemercy.org/library/article.php?NID=3479
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THE ARTS 
 

JANE RUTTER MASTER CLASS  
By Eliza Millard, Year 9 Flute student 
 

“During her recent visit to Townsville, woodwind students had 

the privilege of attending a master class, presented by world re-

nowned flautist, Jane Rutter. As a budding flautist I felt this was a 

fantastic and fulfilling opportunity to observe a professional play-

er and to hear insights from the world of flute playing. Her inspi-

rational comments and feedback were received with great enthu-

siasm by all. Thank you to Miss Katherine and Ms Bourne for 

taking us to work with Jane.” 
 

By Georgia Espig, Year 9 Flute student 
 

“On Saturday 29 August I participated in playing a concert with 

Jane Rutter, a famous international flute player, in her perfor-

mance at the School of Arts. I played in the opening pieces Dawn 
Carol and Pranava Time is Cyclical with ten girls from other 

Townsville schools. It was a fun concert and Jane Rutter plays very fluently. I think that her techniques are very good 

and helped me a lot during the piece we played. It sounded great all through the performance.” 
 

We thank Jane for her words of encouragement and inspiration, and hope to invite her back to St Patrick’s College to 

work with our music students again in the future. 

 

PERFORMING ARTS OPPORTUNITIES 
There are quite a few opportunities for students!  For more information on any of the following, please don’t hesitate 

to contact the Creative Director of Performing Arts, Sandy Neal at sneal@stpatscollege.qld.edu.au 

 

 

TWELFTH NIGHT 

Townsville’s premier professional theatre company, Theatre iNQ, is 

performing Shakespeare’s Twelfth Night under the stars in Queens 

Gardens 15 – 27 September. Directed by  award  

winning director, Terri Brabon, with a catchy ‘80s soundtrack,  

Shakespeare’s timeless comedy of madness and mayhem is brought 

to life in this off-the-wall production. Theatre iNQ has created a  

special price for St Pat’s students of only $24 for the evening of 

Wednesday 16th September.  If you would like to take advantage of 

this, please see Sandy Neal or email sneal@stpatscollege.qld.edu.au  

Bookings must be made by Wednesday 9 September.   

NIDA WORKSHOPS – SEPTEMBER HOLIDAYS 

After their amazing time at Mulkadee, The National Institute of Dramatic Arts is offering courses in Townsville in the 

spring school holiday for primary students, secondary students and adults. These courses will be held at Townsville 

Grammar School. To view all of the courses on offer in Townsville please visit their website here: https://

www.open.nida.edu.au/courses?near=TOWNSVILLE  Bookings can be made online or by calling NIDA Open on  

02 9697 7626. 

ANNIE THE BROADWAY MUSICAL AUDITIONS 

Auditions for TCS production of ANNIE are being held 16 – 18 

October, 2015. There is a large cast needed of performers of all 

ages. If you need help with preparing for your audition, please see 

Sandy Neal to book a lesson time. For more information and to 

get an audition form, please click this link: http://www.tcs.org.au/

#!auditions/ce6l 

 

https://www.open.nida.edu.au/courses?near=TOWNSVILLE
https://www.open.nida.edu.au/courses?near=TOWNSVILLE
http://www.tcs.org.au/#!auditions/ce6l
http://www.tcs.org.au/#!auditions/ce6l
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SPORT 

INTERHOUSE ATHLETICS was held on 8 August at The Townsville Sports Reserve. Once again the  

girls ran, jumped and threw for the entirety of the day and we ended up with some fantastic results. The HPE/Sport 

faculty would love to thank the teachers that helped out on the day and the family and friends who came to support.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

INTERSCHOOL ATHLETICS CARNIVAL 

On the 19–20 August St Patrick’s College sent a team of 40 students to the Interschool Athletics Competition at the 

Townsville Sports Reserve. The day consisted of throwing, running and jumping events all in the name of school pride. 

St Patrick’s College is proud to be in the A Schools division where our girls compete against the top eight schools in 

the city. It is through spirit and pure talent that we have remained in A schools for the past few years. We  

celebrated some fantastic individual results. The following girls were selected in compete in the North Queensland  

Athletics trials for various disciplines. Ella Evans, Latayah Darr, Francesca Jakis, Tkai Hains, Tyanna Gabori, Coleen 

Kabere, Taum Ahmat, Chelsea Dick, Jasmine English, Kathleen Coolwell and Telianna Gibuma – Cloudy. We wish these 

girls all the best in their events! 

 

YEAR 12 BASKETBALL TOURNAMENT 

The year 12 Recreation students have been tasked with an assignment on Event Management. The class decided to plan 

and stage a lunchtime basketball tournament for the students of St Patrick’s College. The task required the girls to  

create the tournament using event management principles and skill with minimal teacher input. The  class split the 

school into four competitive teams (house groups) and the round games determined who was in the final. It was a fan-

tastic display of school and house spirit in the number of girls who were eager to participate of just cheer on a friend.  

Thrones and Princes will play in today’s Grand Final. We look forward to seeing the whole school supporting the  

tournament and there is even word that some teachers have created a team to play the winning house!  

Results: 

1st  Doms  1727 

2nd  Thrones  1307 

3rd  Princes  1292 

4th  Powers  1279 

Spirit Award: 

1st   Thrones  65 points 

2nd   Princes   60 points 

3rd   Doms   50 points 

4th   Powers   15 points 

Age Champions: 

U/ 12:   Chiara Hoedt    Doms 
 

U/ 13:   Ella Evans     Princes 
 

U/ 14:   Lukesha Sawers    Doms 
 

U/ 15:   Brooklyn Fickling   Doms 
 

U/ 16    Teliana Gibuma-Cloudy  Princes 
 

Above  College age champions. 

L-R: Teliana Gibuma-Cloudy; Ella Evans;  

Chiara Hoedt; Solange Jakis, Brooklyn Fickling 

Absent from photo, Lukesha Sawers 

Above  U15 Touch Team 

Above  Open Touch Team 
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STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering, Maths) 
 

SCIENCE WEEK:  
Science Week at St Pat’s was a wonderful week of activities that culminated in a spectacular evening on Friday with 

“Science Under the Stars”.  Thank you to the students, staff, parents and friends who came along to experience the 

excitement of Science at our College.  We hope to see you all again next year.   
 
SPACE CAMP: 
It was announced at Science Under the Stars that St Pat’s will be offering students the opportunity to travel to the 

United States for Space Camp in 2016.  There has already been a lot of interest from students who are very excited 

by the possibility of attending.  The details of the camp are being finalized at the moment and then information will be 

provided to interested students and their families.  The camp will primarily be open to students in Year 11 and 12 in 

2016 who study STEM subjects, particularly Physics.   
 

ENGINEERING CAMPS: 

Congratulations to Dellis Irwin and Manaima Au who were selected to 

attend Engineering and Science camps over the holidays.  Manaima  

attended the InspireU Junior Engineering Camp at the University of 

Queensland, and Dellis completed the Engineering Link Project at James 

Cook University.  Both students aspire to pursue careers in  

engineering. 

 

Opti-MINDS: 

On Sunday 30 August, two teams of students participated in the  

Opti-MINDS Regional Event at James Cook University.  The Junior team 

(Erin Blackman, Erin Chin, Erin Crause, Jorja Warde and Monique Warde) 

participated in the Social Sciences challenge, whilst the Senior team designed and constructed a machine for the  

Science and Engineering challenge.  Well done to the Senior team (Irish Araneta, Tadala Chilewani, Eveey Conelly, 

Raven Guy, Tyler Johnson and Dellis Irwin) who received a “Spirt of Opti-MINDS” award for giving an excellent 

presentation, despite their machine being destroyed just prior to when they went before the judges!  
 
THINK LADIES: / ROBOTICS WORKSHOPS (BERKELEY UNIVERSITY) 

St Pat’s STEM Club, “The Think Ladies” has just finished our first project for the year - a video game  

design.  Next term, the club is expanding and will be held during two sessions per week.  Coding workshops will  

continue to be offered to all students during lunchtimes on Friday.  In addition to this, Year 10, 11 and 12 students 

studying Maths and Physical Science pathways are invited to sign up for Robotics workshops which will be held one 

afternoon a week.  The workshops will offer students an opportunity to complete the “Electronic Interfaces: Bridging 

the Physical and Digital Worlds” course offered by Berkeley University.  The course is free, however students will 

need to purchase robotics kits for approx $120 which will include the materials needed to build their own robots.  

 

CHEMISTRY LECTURE: 

On 22 October our girls will be joined by other Chemistry and Physics students from Townsville to listen to a  

lecture presentation from Dr George Vamvounis titled “Semiconducting Polymers: Shining New Light on  

Plastics”.  The lecture is part of the O’Donnell Schools Lecture series by the Royal Australian Chemical Institute.  
 
RUBE GOLDBERG: 

This term, our Year 7 students have been having a lot of fun by going hands on with Physics.  The machines, inspired 

by the famous Engineer and cartoonist Rube Goldberg, involve constructing a series of simple machines out of  

household products to create one, enormous contraption that performs a simple task like squirting toothpaste on a 

toothbrush, or opening a packet of chips.   

 
 

Above  Dellis Irwin and Manaima Au attended Engineering 
and Science camps. 
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CLASS ACTIVITIES 

 

 

REEF HQ  -  by Shan Wadham, Year 9 

“On Tuesday 25 August, Year 9 students and our teachers visited Reef HQ. The  

purpose of our excursion was to learn about Aquatic Biomes and the Great Barrier 

Reef, and to source information for upcoming assignments. On the day, we met a 

team of marine biologists who answered our questions and gave us information on 

the current issues concerning the reef. The girls enjoyed many of the activities 

including observing the turtles in the turtle hospital, learning the dangers affecting 

marine animals and learning about the coral and many exotic marine life forms. The 

girls enjoyed learning in a different atmosphere and environment. The mini-lecture by 

marine biologist and Marine Park Authority employee, Joanna Curtis, was very  

intriguing . We learnt many things about the Aquatic Biome of the Great Barrier 

Reef, how to protect it and keep it safe for future generations.” 

FEMALE LEADERSHIP IN CHRISTIANITY 

The Grade 10 Study of Religion classes attended an interesting presentation by  

Reverend Doctor Rosemary Dunn on Monday, 24 August. Rev Rosemary spoke to the 

students on female leadership in the Anglican Church and her experiences as an  

ordained minister. The unit for this semester is entitled ‘Female Leadership in  

Christianity’, with this term’s work providing a background to the leadership  

structures that exist in several Christian churches. Next term, students will engage in 

the inquiry model of learning which will allow them to investigate current, as well as 

historical information on the topic. 

Rev Rosemary was most generous in sharing her personal story and in speaking of her 

calling to share the joy of her faith with her parishioners. Our students are most 

grateful of the opportunity to learn about the leadership structures within the  

Anglican Church.    

Pictured right  Rev Rosemary Dunn speaking to students in the Anglican Cathedral. 

URBAN CHANGE 

This term, Year 10 Geography students have been learning about urban change. As 

part of this study, the students have undertaken a case study on the $1.9 billion 

Townsville Waterfront Priority Development Area project along Ross Creek. To 

broaden their understanding of the project, the students participated in two  

excursions to the proposed site. During the excursions, the girls visited the  

Townsville City Council’s Discovery Box at Victoria Street Bridge where they 

worked with Council’s planning and development staff to learn more about the  

motivation for the project. The excursion proved to be a win-win situation as the 

planners expressed their appreciation of getting feedback about the area from a 

young person’s point of view. The excursion also received  media attention - our girls 

featured in the Townsville Bulletin’s on-line news and also on WIN Local News and 7 

Local News. Back in the classroom, the students have framed their own research  

inquiry on a specific social, economic and/or environmental factors associated with 

the project and will proposed strategies to better manage the urban change of the 

area.  Pictured right   Johanna Kipma and  Sheenah Korni with James Thorn-Stones at the 

Townsville City Council’s Discovery Box. 
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EXTRA CURRICULAR 

 

 

DUKE OF EDINBURGH 
On Sunday 23 August, a group of Duke of  

Edinburgh Bronze Level candidates completed a 12 

kilometre hike as part of their induction into the 

Awards Programme. In overcast weather, and  

accompanied by three teachers, the girls walked the 

Many Peaks Range Track on the Townsville  

Common.  

 

The climb to Mt Marlow took more than two hours, 

but the 360 degree panoramic views from the top 

made it  a l l  worthwhi le .  Thanks to  

Timothy McCluskey, Benita Bowles and Catherine 

Rentoule for being generous with their time and  

allowing the girls both a challenging and unique  

experience. 
 

Pictured right  Panoramic views from Mt Marlow! 

 

LANGUAGE CLUB 
On August 25, the Language Club held a successful 

Crepe Sale. Students contributed $2.00 for the 

crepes covered in ice cream, fruit, and chocolate 

sauce. Half of the proceeds will go to Mercy Works 

and the other monies will be used for other future 

Language Club activities. Look for more special 

treats in Term 4.   

ROWING SUCCESS! 
Congratulations to our St Pat's Rowing team 

who competed in the Head of the River  

regatta on Sunday 30 August.  

 

Tayla Cooke and Isabella van Dyke placed 

2nd in the Year 8 Doubles and Piper  

Driscoll placed 2nd in the Open Doubles.  

 
Pictured L-R  Our St Patrick’s College  

rowers: Tayla Cooke, Piper Driscoll and  

Isabella van Dyke. 
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COLLEGE & COMMUNITY NEWS 
 
PAST STUDENTS’ ASSOCIATION - MOVIE NIGHT FUNDRAISER 

MONDAY 7TH SEPTEMBER 
 
 

We warmly invite you to join us for our fund raiser - a Movie Night and  

Supper.   Funds raised through these activities help us to support the  College.  

 

DETAILS: 

Monday, 7 September at Warrina Cineplex, Currajong.  

Theatre doors open at 6.30pm for seating soon after.  

 

Tickets are $20 & includes movie, supper and lucky door ticket. 

‘A Walk in the Woods’ stars Robert Redford, Nick Nolte and Emma  

Thompson.  

 

Supper will be held after the movie at Marian School Hall, Cnr Hugh and  

Corcoran Streets, Currajong. Please enter via gate in Corcoran Street.  

For tickets – phone 4775 5245 or 0417 009 518  

 
 

BUS ROUTES 2016   We are reviewing our existing bus service routes and would welcome feedback from existing 

users or prospective users of our morning and afternoon bus runs. We may be ceasing some areas where only one or 

two students are making use of the service and this will enable changing the route to include some areas we currently 

do not cover.  Please email to office@stpatscollege.qld.edu.au with your feedback would be greatly appreciated. 

Once the review is undertaken, the amended routes will be published in readiness for the start of Term 1, 2016. 

 
MUSIC CENTRE REHEARSAL SPACES – NOW OPEN FOR STUDENT PRACTICE! 
Students are encouraged to make a plan for daily music practice. We are usually fresher in the mornings, however 

schedule in practice times that suit you and your family. To support students in the routine of daily practice, the  

rehearsal spaces in the Music Centre are now available before school, at morning tea, lunchtime and after school each 

day. To book a time slot, write your name on the weekly schedule outside of the music room you wish to use. 

 

If students have further questions about how to improve their home practice sessions, please speak with your Vocal 

or Instrumental Music teacher. We look forward to seeing our music students flourish and gain enjoyment through 

musical enrichment both in practice and performance. 

 

mailto:office@stpatscollege.qld.edu.au

