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St Patrick’s College Townsville continues to make the news headlines thanks 

to the many and varied achievements of our students.  The College Strategic 

Plan states clearly that one of our goals in delivering a good education is for 

our girls to learn to make a positive difference in their world.  And, our girls 

have recently had this opportunity through their engagement in Mercy 

Works charitable activities aimed at supporting projects by the Sisters of 

Mercy in Australia and Papua New Guinea.  Alongside their charitable actions, 

the girls have also been immersed in a week long focus on science and light 

pursuits as part of National Science Week.  Head of Faculty, Ms Annie Van Homrigh and her 

Science Department have put the spotlight on the wonderful world of Science which will  

culminate in a Science Under the Stars Evening tonight (Friday) at 5:00 pm when students will 

have the opportunity to attend astronomy sessions, see our new College drone in action and 

watch as rockets are lit up and launched into the night sky. 
 

This week, the College has also been delighted to host the Townsville City Council’s launch of 

their Peace Table as part of the global initiative Women, Seriously!  This program was first 

launched in the UK in 2014 to highlight women’s experiences as community leaders, mothers, 

wives and daughters.  St Patrick’s College will join in the scheme by creating our own Peace  

Table which will provide a forum for our community to come together to focus on collective 

ways we can work to empower women.  Ideas born from this collective, will then be forwarded 

on to Women, Seriously! providing women from our community with a voice to contribute to 

the development of the Global Women’s Peace Agenda to end war and build peace.  
 

Over the next few weeks, I will be writing to parents to outline College expectations as stated 

in the St Patrick’s College Townsville Student Code of Behaviour. I will also be reinforcing these 

expectations with the girls during assembly. We are fortunate at this school that the majority of 

our girls demonstrate impeccable behaviour and treat one another and their school with dignity 

and respect. It is still important though, that the school works with parents to set clear  

expectations for acceptable and appropriate behaviours. This is important in ensuring that we 

maintain a safe and happy school, and crucial in preparing our girls for life and work beyond 

school.  Our approach at the College is to reinforce positive actions while at the same time, 

providing support to those girls who make poor choices to educate them to choose more  

wisely in the future.  There are consequences for students who may repeatedly choose to flaunt 

the rules. I would ask that parents read over the Student Code of Conduct with their daughter 

where possible, and sign and return the form to the College.  

 

Upcoming Events 
 

St Patrick’s Open Evening +  

Science Under the Stars 

Friday 21 August 5pm - 7pm 

 
 

Vinnies Sleep Out 

Thursday 27 August from 

6.30pm 

 
Youth Mass 

Sun 30 August 

5pm 

 
Coffee on the Verandah 

Friday 28 August 

7.45am - 8.30am 

 
QCS Testing 

Tuesday 1 - Wednesday  

2 September 

 
Mercy Day Mass 

Thursday 3 September 

 
P&F Father’s Day Breakfast 

Friday 4 September 
 

 

French Speech Competition 

Tuesday 8 September 

 
 

Term 3 finishes 

Friday 18 September at 

12.45pm God Bless, Paulina 
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Above  Our students dressed in Country & Western theme for our Mercy Works Day fundraiser. 
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FROM THE DEPUTY PRINCIPAL 
 

QCS TEST 
 

On Tuesday 1st and Wednesday 2nd September, our Year 12 girls will be sitting the Queensland Core Skills (QCS) 

Test, along with most of the Year 12 students across Queensland.  

We are providing breakfast for all of our Year 12 girls on the first day of the Core Skills Test. One of the reasons that 

we are doing this is to ensure that each one of our girls is given a solid, low GI meal before they begin to give them 

sustained energy. However, the most important reason is to bring them together and encourage them to approach 

the QCS test as a united team. Team spirit is crucial to perform well in this test and this is certainly an area where 

our girls have a clear advantage over other schools.  

For this reason all Year 12s are expected to attend breakfast on Tuesday 1 September, 2015 from 7:45am. The QCS 

Test is by far the most influential test that your daughter will sit in their time at the College and it is our hope it that 

she will be able to perform at her very best over these two days. To enable this, we ask that parents ensure their 

daughters remain at school for the entire day and do not leave before 3:15pm. 

Those students who will not be sitting the QCS Test will be required to move to the library each day to undertake 

independent study and/or continue with certificate studies. 

If you have any questions regarding the QCS test, please feel free to contact me. 

 

2016 TIMETABLE DEVELOPMENT 
 

In preparation for 2016, we have begun developing our College timetable. The timetable is constructed based on the 

subject preference forms that students submitted last term. Although we cannot guarantee that every student is able 

to be placed into all of their preferred subjects, we were able to achieve subject lines where the majority of students 

were able to get their preferred subjects. The table below shows the success rate we were able to achieve in assigning 

student preferences: 
 

 
 

Your daughter will receive next week a letter detailing her assigned subjects based on the preferences that were  

submitted. If you have any questions regarding your daughter’s subject selection, please feel free to contact me. 

Year 11 – 2016 Year 10 -2016 Year 9 - 2016 

1st Preference 100% 1st Preference 100% 1st Preference 100% 

2nd Preference 93% 2nd Preference 95% 2nd Preference 100% 
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FAITH & IDENITY 
A Letter from Catherine McAuley to one of her Sisters 
 

Don’t let crosses vex or tease 
Try to meet all with peace and ease 
Notice the faults of every day 
But often in a playful way 
And when you seriously complain 
Let it be known – to give you pain 
Attend to one thing – at a time 
You’ve 15 hours from 6 to 9 
Be mild and sweet in all your ways 
Now and again – bestow some praise 
 

A beautiful letter written in the form of a poem to Sr Elizabeth Moore.  It was during a time when Sr Mary Elizabeth was 

in need of some words of encouragement and advice.  This was written 177 years ago, but holds as much wisdom for us 

today as it did for Sr Mary Elizabeth back then! 

 
MERCY WORKS 

A wonderful day was had by all involved in the Country and Western day  

on Friday, 14 August.  The Thrones house won the dance off with other  

prizes being distributed evenly among the other houses.  All of the girls  

participated in a fun-filled and enthusiastic fashion.  Money is still being  

collected – we will announce the grand total and next year’s theme, on  

Assembly in Week 8 and in the next newsletter. 
 

MEDITATION 

Reminder about meditation:   

Mondays:  3.15pm      Wednesdays:   1.05pm     Fridays:  8.15am  

 

SACRAMENTAL PROGRAM 

Four of our students have participated in the Sacramental program and  

will receive their sacraments at the youth mass on Sunday 30th August.   

A big, big thank you to Seana for her facilitation of the program.  
 

YOUTH MASS 

There will be a Youth Mass on Sunday, 30 August at St Joseph’s church 

North Ward at 5.00pm.  This Mass will be particularly significant for four  

of our students who will be welcomed into the Catholic Church by  

receiving the sacraments of initiation.   

 
MERCY DAY MASS 

We will be celebrating our Mercy Feast Day with mass on Thursday, 3 September at 9.00am at St Joseph’s Church.  This 

is when we celebrate our Mercy heritage and acknowledge the work of the Sisters of Mercy.  You are all warmly invited 

to attend the mass and the morning tea which will follow in the Mercy courtyard. 

  

TEEN VINNIES 

 

The St Patrick’s College Teen Vinnies group, along with other interested students are busy getting organised for our St 

Vincent de Paul Sleep out next Thursday, 27 August. The girls will sleep out under the Sports Complex for the  

evening, with the aim of raising awareness and funds for homelessness within our community.  

 

Avoid all solemn declaration 
All serious, close investigation  
Turn what you can into a jest 
 And with few words dismiss the rest 
Keep patience ever at your side 
You’ll want it for a constant guide 
Show fond affection every day 
 And above all – devoutly pray 
That God may bless the charge He’s given 
And make of you – their guide to Heaven. 

Above   Year 9 students Teal Warner and Lauren 

Franettovich in Country & Western themed for 

Mercy Works day. 
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PERFORMING & VISUAL ARTS  
 

 
 

WELCOMING EBONY & SANDRA 

 

 

Above | Year 9 music students at the Queensland 

Symphony Orchestra performance at the Townsville 

Civic Theatre. 

QUEENSLAND SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA 

“On Wednesday 19 August, music students from Percussion, Strings and 

the Year 9 Music class were treated to an amazing performance by the 

Queensland Symphony Orchestra. The morning began with a meet and 

greet with the orchestra’s Tuba player, Thomas Allely. After hearing his 

remarkable experiences with music and learning the Tuba, the girls were 

delivered a beautiful performance by the orchestra.  Included in the show 

was an astonishing repertoire of pieces from well-known movies such as 

Star Wars and Harry Potter as well as some insight into the different  

components and instruments needed for a symphonic orchestra.  
 

Favourite pieces of the day were Pirates of the Caribbean - the Curse of 
the Black Pearl, Lord of the Rings – the Fellowship of the Ring and the  
Flying theme from E.T., which, along with a song made up on the spot by 

the percussion section called Pfffft!, provoked emotions of excitement and 

gave the students goose bumps.  
 

Watching this performance has inspired the girls to listen more to the  

musical elements of movies and to work harder to one day be able to play 

like the members of the QSO.  
 

A massive thanks to the Queensland Symphony Orchestra for performing 

for us and the other schools, to Thomas for chatting with us beforehand, 

and of course to Miss Katherine and Miss Lexi for making this  

extraordinary experience possible.” 

 

- Julia Macario-Slatter, Year 10 student and member of the College String Ensemble 

Above | We warmly welcome Ms Sandra Neal (left) and Ms Ebony Russell 

(right) to our arts team at St Patrick’s College. 

We are very happy to welcome two new  

members of our arts team.   Ms Sandra Neal has 

joined the College in as Creative Director and 

will be working with our teachers to provide  

students with performance experience and 

opportunities that extend beyond the  

classroom.  Ms Ebony Russell has recently joined 

our team as a Visual Arts teacher. Ebony and her 

family relocated to Townsville from Melbourne 

last year and Ebony has been working with the 

Townsville City Council’s Fringe Ephemera.  

 

Ebony’s extensive visual arts background and  

Sandra’s theatrical background will add richly to  

our arts culture at the College.  
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TEACHING & LEARNING 

Above   Year 11 English Communication students  

at the RSL.  Below |  Year 7 and 9 students at the 

Annual Japanese Speaking Competition. 

EXPLORING WORKPLACES 

What happens if you’re late for work? What sort of training is  

required to work here? These questions and many more were  

answered when Year 11 English Communication students embarked 

on a fact-finding and data collection mission to the RSL.  
 

Our visit included a tour of the complex, where we  

admired the largest television screen in North Queensland,  

inspected the various service areas, viewed the new display of ser-

vice memorabilia and gathered to ask our pre-prepared questions of  

Human Relations officer, Kim.  Kim’s personal story of starting at 

the bottom and working her way to management level taught the 

girls  about the potential for advancement. The data our students 

collected will be used to write a comparative report on different 

workplaces in Townsville.  Our sincere thanks to Kim and the staff 

of the RSL who made us welcome.  

JAPANESE SPEAKING COMPETITION 
 

The Annual Townsville and District Japanese Speaking  

Competition was held at Ryan Catholic College Community Centre 

on 13 August. Year 7 students Holly Collison and Layleeta Neil and 

Year 9 students Anna Chapman and Jai-Ann Eastaughffe  

participated. Holly, Layleeta and Jai-Ann spoke about their favourite 

sports and hobbies and Anna spoke about her Anime character 

creation. Their speeches were interesting and well written. Well 

done, girls! Yokudekimashita! 

LANDFORMS & LANDSCAPES 

Year 8 Geography students have been studying Landforms and Landscapes and have undertaken a case study on 

coastal landforms. To broaden their understanding of this unique environment, the girls participated in an excursion 

to Rowes Bay on Wednesday 12 August. The students developed their fieldwork skills by drawing field sketches and 

transect lines as well as recording geographical data regarding waves, sand texture and sand movement. They  

observed the persistent erosion problems occurring at Rowes Bay and evaluated the beach management strategies 

currently in place to protect the landscape. Back in the classroom, the students have been researching the natural and 

human activities which have caused the erosion problems and will develop a proposal about the most suitable beach 

protection strategy for the future management of Rowes Bay. 
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COLLEGE & COMMUNITY NEWS 
 
Music Centre Rehearsal Spaces – now open for student practice! 
 
Students are encouraged to make a plan for daily music practice. We are usually fresher in the mornings, however 

schedule in practice times that suit you and your family. To support students in the routine of daily practice, the  

rehearsal spaces in the Music Centre are now available before school, at morning tea, lunchtime, and after school each 

day. To book a time slot, write your name on the weekly schedule outside of the music room you wish to use. 

 

If students have further questions about how to improve their home practice sessions, please speak with your Vocal 

or Instrumental Music teacher. We look forward to seeing our music students flourish and gain enjoyment through 

musical enrichment both in practice and performance. 

 

St Patrick’s Past Students’ Association - Movie Night Fundraiser 
 

Over the past five years, the St Patrick’s College Past Students’ Association 

has paid for the education of a young lady from Africa, who was orphaned  

by the age of 11.   She and her older siblings have come to Australia to 

study.     We were asked at the beginning of 2011 if we would commit to 

paying for her education and we are very proud that we have managed to  

do so.   She is in Year 12 now at St Patrick’s College. 

 

We warmly invite you to join us for our fund raiser - a Movie Night and  

Supper.   Funds raised through these activities help us to support the  

College.  

 

DETAILS: 

Monday, 7 September at Warrina Cineplex, Currajong.  

Theatre doors open at 6.30pm for seating soon after.  

 

Tickets are $20 & includes movie, supper and lucky door ticket. 

‘A Walk in the Woods’ stars Robert Redford, Nick Nolte and Emma  

Thompson.  

 

Supper will be held after the movie at Marian School Hall, Cnr Hugh and  

Corcoran Streets, Currajong. Please enter via gate in Corcoran Street.  

For tickets – phone 4775 5245 or 0417 009 518  
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