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I recently had the opportunity to visit the isolated Indigenous communities of the Torres Strait Islands thanks to Bond University and 

the Alliance of Girls Schools. I was hosted along with five other school principals from Australia’s most progressive girls schools as 

part of the Women Yarning Up Program. I have returned inspired by hearing the stories of the people I met and by the sheer natural 

beauty of their country. It was such a privilege to experience the environment, community and rich cultural heritage that shapes so 

many of the girls who attend our school. I was fortunate to meet with key decision makers such as Mayors, Elders, leaders and  

educators on Thursday Island, Horn Island and Murray (Mer) Island who provided an in-depth insight into the challenges and choices 

that impact education for their children.  I was also able to meet parents and extended families of our girls who attend St Patrick’s 

College; they were able to share their hopes and aspirations for their daughters’ education. I am hopeful that this will be an  

important step in furthering strong relationships with Torres Strait Island communities and in deepening our understanding to unite 

all of our girls and celebrate the rich and unique diversity that is our school.   

 

NAPLAN data has been released to our school this week and it has provided us with useful information allowing us to help identify 

the needs of individual students.  Coupled with results from work studied at school, this information will allow us to further tailor 

learning to cater for each girl’s individual needs.   St Patrick’s College is pleased to report that our results are on par w ith those 

achieved in 2014. This is particularly heartening as our Numeracy results jumped by 20% from 2013.  
 

At St Patrick’s College we aim to inspire our girls to be more than they ever thought was possible. We work to promote a fullness 

of life and develop the whole child which is why it is so important to take these results as a snapshot, at a point in time.  Many of our 

girls can speak languages other than English, they are able to think creatively to find innovative solutions to problems and they are 

learning to be internationally-minded global citizens.  These are aspects of education which are carrying more and more  

currency in preparing our girls to leave us as intelligent, creative and confident young women who will lead with courage and  

compassion.    

Congratulations to: 

 All girls who received awards at our recent Academic Honour Assembly (pictured above). These occasions are very  

important in our school calendar as we celebrate learning, excellence and achievement through hard work and determination.   

 All girls who participated in the Lantern Parade, choir, instrumental ensembles and exhibited Art in the St Pat’s Pop Up 

Ephemera  

 Alexandra Vicatos In Year 10 who received a Gold Award for the Language Perfect World Championship 

 Dellis Irwin in Year 11 who attended the James Cook University Engineering Experience 

You are all welcome to join us for Science Under the Stars which coincides with National Science Week on Friday 21st August from 

5-7pm.  We will be hosting an Open Night in conjunction with Science Under the Stars and would encourage you to invite friends of 

family who are considering St Patrick’s College for their daughter’s education. 

God bless, Paulina 
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WOMEN YARNING UP 
 
St Patrick’s College Principal, Paulina Skerman, recently 
took time away from the College for a very different  
learning experience in the isolated Indigenous  
communities of the Torres Strait Islands. 
 
Joining a delegation of Principals from the Alliance of 
Girls’ Schools Australasia, Mrs Skerman travelled more 
than 1000kms by small aircraft and boat to visit two of  
Queensland’s most remote schools on Murray Island and 
Thursday Island for an educational and cultural exchange 
tour organised by Bond University. 
 
“We have a number of students who come to us from  
remote communities such as the Torres Strait Islands, so 
this was a rare opportunity for me to meet their families 
and to learn more about their lives in this beautiful part 
of Queensland,” Ms Skerman said. 
 
“It allowed me to speak to their parents and grandparents 
and to learn how much their children’s education means to 
them; but also how hard it is for families so far away who can’t get to Townsville for parent information nights or P&F 
meetings or our NAIDOC Week celebrations. Based on those conversations, I can see how we can use technology to 
overcome some of these challenges – by talking to the girls’ parents on Skype or live streaming College events into 
the island communities. 
 
“There are many practical ideas that have come out of the trip but, for me, one of the highlights was hearing the 
women say that they want their daughters to be educated to the same standard we expect from all of our students; 
that they want their girls to be leaders who have the confidence to find careers anywhere in Australia and anywhere 
in the world. This certainly mirrors our vision for all students at St Patrick’s College.” 
 
The Torres Strait Island visit was arranged by Gold Coast-based Bond University through its Pathways and  
Partnerships initiative and included Alliance Principals from Queensland, NSW, Victoria and South Australia, as well as 
a number of Indigenous and non-Indigenous businesswomen. 
 
“For several years now, Bond University has focused on forging university pathways for Indigenous students,” said 
Catherine O’Sullivan, Bond University’s Pro Vice-Chancellor, Pathways and Partnerships, who convened and led the 
group. “We currently have 54 Indigenous students studying degrees at our Gold Coast campus, with more than half 
assisted by scholarships. Ultimately, closing the gap is about the education pathway – from primary to secondary to 
university or training – giving Indigenous Australians the best opportunity to establish a life-long career. 
 
“Through our partnership with the Alliance of Girls’ Schools Australasia, the Torres Strait Island visit allowed Bond to 
open the doors for leading educators like Mrs Skerman to see first-hand the issues faced by Indigenous families in  
isolated regions and to discuss opportunities we can work on together that will make a real difference.” 
 
The group’s five-day itinerary included visits to Tagai State College’s primary campus on Murray Island and the senior 
campus on Thursday Island, as well as meetings with community elders, leaders, educators and families. 
 
“It was fantastic to go into the Year 6 classroom on Murray Island to meet the girls who are coming to St Patrick’s 
next year and then to talk to their parents over dinner that night,” said Mrs Skerman. 
 
“I think it will make that transition to secondary school a little easier for the girls, as well as helping their parents to 
know who I am and that they can call me at any time. Making those connection face-to-face will be vitally important in 
keeping the lines of communication open. 
 
“This has been an incredible experience and my understanding of our Torres Strait Islander culture has significantly 
deepened. In returning, I want to build on our College culture whereby all students have the opportunity to learn, 
understand, share in and appreciate our cultural diversity. It is only by walking in another’s shoes and working  
together that we will enrich the lives of others.” 

Above   Ms Paulina Skerman with Bond University’s Pro 

Vice-Chancellor Catherine O’Sullivan and students at Tagai 

State College primary campus on Murray Island. 
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FAITH & IDENTITY 
 

Saturday, 8 August is the feast of St Mary of the Cross MacKillop.   
 

Mary Mackillop was born in 1842 in Fitzroy in Melbourne. Inspired by a meeting with Fr Julian Tenison-Woods, Mary 

MacKillop at the age of 25 took her vows and the religious name, “Mary of the Cross”. In doing so, she founded the 

congregation of the Sisters of St Joseph. Soon after taking her religious vows, Mary MacKillop began schools. Within 

five years of taking her vows and founding the Congregation of the Sisters of St Joseph, Mary had established more 

than 30 schools in South Australia and more than 100 women had joined the Sisters of St Joseph. 
 

Mary MacKillop, much like our own Catherine McAuley was very conscious of the plight of the poor and needy.  She 

recognised the need and through tenacity, resilience, courage and most of all, faith, Mary MacKillop did something 

about it.  
 

These two strong women were ahead of their time in their vision and were unrelenting in providing education for 

those who, at that time, were deemed not worthy. 

 
TEEN VINNIES  are busy getting organised for their Sleepout on 27 August.  Please refer to the information included 

in this newsletter.  Students participating must be enrolled in the College and must have completed a permission form.  
 
MERCY WORKS will be the beneficiary of our fundraising from the Country and Western Day being held  Friday 14 

August.  Girls will be asked to give a gold coin donation for the privilege of wearing country and western outfits on 

this day.  There will be games, competitions and a fashion parade.  Through the course of the week, there will be  

opportunities for the girls to donate to this worthy cause by participating in raffles and games.  
 

 
 

DEUS CARITAS EST AWARD  

Congratulations  to Tiffany-Ann Alfred -  our inaugural winner 

of the Townsville Diocesan Deus Caritas Est Award.   
 

This award recognises a student that: 

 

 Demonstrates a commitment to Jesus by words and actions  

 Is prepared to be seen as a practising Christian 

 Lives their commitment to Christian living in how they  

interact and treat others  

 Shows a commitment to the life of the Church by  

involvement in things such as youth groups, social justice 

groups, charity events and happenings 

 Has a generosity of spirit. 

 

The award was presented at the Catholic Education Week  

Mass by Fr Mick Lowcock.  Tiffany received a perpetual trophy 

which remains at the College as well as a medal, certificate and 

a small bursary which she has donated to our Mercy Works 

appeal.   
 

 

SACRAMENTAL PROGRAM  

We have four students participating in the Sacramental program.  We thank Seana Mokrezecki for facilitating this  

program and ask that you support these girls through their journey by praying for them.  
 

 
 
 

Above  Fr Mick Lowcock and Catholic Education Executive 

Director Cathy Day presenting Tiffany-Ann Alfred with her 

award during the Catholic Education Week Mass.  
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PERFORMING & VISUAL ARTS 
 
WELCOME SANDRA NEAL 
We are very excited to welcome Ms Sandra Neal to our St Patrick’s College staff as 

Creative Director. NIDA trained, Sandra is a well known theatrical director and vocal 

teacher, having recently directed Legally Blonde and Spring Awakening. This is a  

fantastic opportunity for our students to work with Sandra and draw on her immense 

knowledge and experience in theatre, voice and performance.  Sandra will be working 

with our teachers to shape our performing arts program in line with our vision of 

being a College of excellence in the arts. 

 

A WARM WELCOME TO OUR NEW MUSIC STUDENTS 

We are pleased to welcome several new students to the Vocal and Instrumental Music 

Program learning a new or additional instrument this term - Anika Merhoye ( Year 7), 

Eliza Millard (Year 7), Imogen Backler (Year 8), Abbey Thompson (Year 9), and Monique 

Warde (Year 9). Welcome to the Music Program girls, and we hope that you enjoy your music learning at St Pat’s! 

 

Student Absence: If your daughter is absent from school on the day of her music lesson, please remember to contact 

her music teacher directly, or the College Office, by 8.00am on the day of absence. Our visiting teachers are available 

for teaching at the College for their timetabled lessons, usually only one day per week. Please inform your daughter’s 

teacher of any known absences as soon as possible so that timetables can be rearranged as necessary. Thank you for 

your understanding. 

 

 

ST PAT’S POP UP EPHEMERA & LANTERN PARADE 
 

We enjoyed a wonderful evening on Wednesday 5 August, celebrating Townsville’s Strand Ephemera with our own  

St Pat’s Pop-Up Ephemera & Lantern Parade.  Around 400 guests attended the event and viewed an impressive display 

of student artwork as well as enjoying performances from our choir and guitar and strings ensembles.  A big thank 

you to our visual arts students, music students and teachers who collaborated to make this event such a lovely  

occasion. A big thank you also to the teachers, students and parents at St Joseph’s School, The Strand who  

participated in the lantern parade with our girls. 
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SCIENCE 
 

MARINE SCIENCE 
Heron Island hosted the annual conference for the Marine Teachers Association of Queensland during the Term 2 

school holidays. St Patrick’s College Marine Science teacher, Chris Pacey, attended the conference to position the 

College perfectly in the lead up to the introduction of the Marine Science Program for next year. Participants in the 

conference included more than 25 teachers from across the state, scientists working on significant coral reef issues 

and the Great Barrier Reef Marine Park Authority. The Conference involved an opportunity for Chris to participate in 

curriculum exchange across the state, engaging in the latest science and field based techniques that directly align with 

Marine Investigations and curriculum and its implementation.  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

OPEN EVENING + SCIENCE UNDER THE STARS 
St Patrick’s College is celebrating Science Week (August 17-21) under this year’s theme “Making Waves – The Science 

of Light,” to coincide with the International Year of Light. The Science Faculty will be running workshops/activities 

during lunchtime every day for  students and are planning a “Science Under the Stars” night as a culminating activity.   

 

The College will also use this opportunity to host an OPEN EVENING from 5pm - 8pm on Friday 21 August. ‘Science 

Under the Stars’ activities will include an astronomy session, an outdoor Sci-Fi movie, glow-in-the-dark display, laser 

tag and a rocket light show.  All welcome. 

56 
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ON THE FIELD 
 
Our St Patrick’s College athletics carnival took place on Friday 7 August, with DOMS house declared as the overall 

winners and THRONES House the Spirit Champions. 
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CLASS ACTIVITIES 
 
 

LOCAL AUTHOR VISITS ST PATRICK’S COLLEGE 
St Patrick’s College was proudly the first school in  

Townsville to host local author, Mr Marc Lindsay, who read a 

chapter of his newly released book, Perigord to students 

from the College and St Joseph’s School, The Strand. 
 

Mr Linsday talked about the process involved in writing a  

fiction novel and self-publishing. He also talked about his love 

of writing, the inspiration for his book and its characters and 

offered some advice to young writers about following their 

dreams.  Perigord is the first of a series of four books and is 

described as Urban Mythology for ages 13+.  

www.marc-lindsay.com 

 

 

 

BANNER OF TRIPOLI  
“In term 2, the Year 8s had the opportunity to meet with  

medieval reenactment group Banner of Tripoli. We had been 

studying Medieval Europe in History, and this was a way for 

us to gain an insight into what life was like back then. We 

were visited by a Lord and Lady and they ran some hands-on  

activities that taught us about the role of ladies in a castle 

and how weapons and suits of armour were used. One of 

the best parts was being able to try on costumes and play 

with bows and arrows! The experience gave us a better  

understanding of what we had been learning in class and 

helped us to realise just how much society has changed over 

time.”  

- By Dana Romaior and Isabelle Cafferky, Year 8 

 
 
JAPANESE KARAOKE 
“On the 31 July, a Japanese Karaoke “Fun” Night was held at 

Pimlico’s SHS Performing Arts Centre (PAC) between 6 - 

7.30pm. This included students from Pimlico High School, 

Town High School and St Patrick’s College. The night  

included hearing the different groups sing Japanese songs of 

their choice. Brittany Van Dyke and I chose to perform the 

song Splash Free from the anime Free! Iwatobi Swim Club!!  

We also enjoyed a performance from our Taiko Drumming 

group from school, including Lisa and Ami O’Conner and 

also Emily Turner. Food was provided by all the attendants 

and afterwards we oined in in a group activity singing a  

Japanese song faster and faster with every round. All in all, 

the night was a fun interschool activity, and I hope we can 

get more students learning languages at our school.” 

- By Alexandra Vicatos 
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COLLEGE & COMMUNITY NOTICES 
 
 
 

Upcoming Events 
 

Coffee on the Verandah 

Each Friday of Term 

7.45am - 8.30am 

 

 
Mercy Works Day 

Friday 14 August 

 
 

Science Week  

Monday 17 - Friday 21 August 
 

 
St Patrick’s Open Evening +  

Science Under the Stars 

Friday 21 August 5pm - 7pm 

 
 

Vinnies Sleep Out 

Thursday 27 August from 6.30pm 

 
 

QCS Testing 

Tuesday 1 - Wednesday  

2 September 

 
Mercy Day Mass 

Thursday 3 September 

 
P&F Father’s Day Breakfast 

Friday 4 September 

 
 

French Speech Competition 

Tuesday 8 September 
 

 
Term 3 finishes 

Friday 18 September at 12.45pm 

YEAR 12 QTAC APPLICATIONS 
 

QTAC applications opened on the 4 August, 2015.  An information ses-

sion regarding applying to QTAC is being planned. Please contact Ms 

Chandler if you would like to discuss the QTAC application process. 

 

CHRISTIAN MEDITATION is being held three times a week: Monday 

and Friday at 8.15am in B03 and Wednesday lunchtime at 1.10pm in BO3.  
 
 

WANTED - U/15 TOUCH COACH 
St Patrick’s College again entering the NQ All Schools Touch Competition 

held at Queens Park, Townsville on Saturday the 22 August and finals on 

Sunday 23 August. We have a team of girls all ready to go but are calling 

for an enthusiastic coach to run the team on the day! 
 

Requirements: 

 Be available from 7.30am-5pm on Saturday 23 August. If the girls make 

the finals that will be played Sunday morning. Draw is TBA. 

 Hold a minimum of 2 training sessions before the weekend.  

 Hold a blue card for working with children. 

 Please email Ellen Seaniger eseaniger@stpatscollege.qld.edu.au 

A small monetary reimbursement will be offered in appreciation of your 

help and support! 

SCARTWATER EDUCATION TRUST - 2016 SCHOLARSHIPS 
Applications are sought for the Scartwater and Cunningham Scholarships 

for 2016. The purpose of the scholarships is to assist children of eligible 

Returned Servicemen and Women who have seen overseas active service 

within the Australian Defence Forces. The applicant must be a child or 

grandchild of an eligible Returned Serviceman or Women who: 
 

 

 Has seen overseas active service within the Australian Defence  

forces in all theatres 
 

 Enlisted from or resided in the Scartwater Area prior to enlisting and 

now permanently resides in the Scartwater Area and has done so for 

no less than 15 years. 
 

The Scartwater Area runs from Proserpine to Innisfail and back to the 

Western border.  
 

The Scartwater Scholarship will be awarded upon the results obtained in 

year 10 and is designed to assist a student to continue full time studies in 

Years 11 & 12. The allowance presently payable under the scholarship is 

$1000.00 per annum. The Cunningham Scholarship will be awarded upon 

the results obtained in years 11 and 12 and are designed to enable a  

student to undertake full time studies in an approved  Tertiary course  at 

an approved University.  The allowance presently payable under the  

Scholarship is $2000.00 per annum.  

 

Applications close 30th November. Please see Ms Rentoule for further  

details or email crentoule@stpatscollege.qld.edu.au 

mailto:eseaniger@stpatscollege.qld.edu.au
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