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Above |  Our 2016 Year  7 students had a fantastic time at our Orientation Day this week.  

 God bless, Paulina 

 

I would like to take this opportunity to wish everyone a Merry Christmas and 

the very best for a happy New Year.  It has been a whirlwind of a year and I 

would like to thank the St Patrick’s community for welcoming me into your 

world.   

 

I would like to farewell teachers who are leaving us at the end of this year:  

Mr Tim McCluskey has tendered his resignation after 22 years of service to 

the College as a Science and Math teacher.  Tim has accepted a position at the 

Townsville Flexi-Learning Centre, commencing January 2016. We wish him all 

the very best with his new adventure.  We will certainly miss his sense of humour. Thankfully, 

Tim will continue to run the Duke of Edinburgh Program for the College. 
 

Mrs Marylou Anderson is retiring from her role as Art teacher at the College. Her love of art 

and desire to engage students to think creatively has been truly inspirational. We thank her for 

20 years of dedicated service to the school.  
 

Ms Ellen Seaniger, Head of Faculty, PE and Sport leaves us to compete in a national Hockey 

team.  She will also spend time undertaking further training with the Australian Army Reserve. 

We thank her for encouraging our girls to take up a broad range of sporting opportunities.  
 

Mrs Amanda Burchell, teacher of Home Economics will also be moving on.  She will be moving 

to Melbourne due to her husband’s employment.  She has been an asset to the College and has 

been instrumental in the establishment of the Home Economics course.  
 

We also farewell Miss Sandi Carter who will take time out to travel abroad before pursuing her 

dream to teach in the remote Indigenous community of Lockhart River.  Sandi is a wonderful 

teacher, dedicated to student success, creative in her lesson planning and much loved by her 

students. We wish her well on her undertaking.  
 

I am pleased to announce that the St Patrick’s College Board has given approval for further  

refurbishment to take place at the College.  Works will begin over the holidays to modernise 

the Dining Hall and both day and boarding students will be able to share their lunch in a more 

café style environment next year.   The girls’ change rooms will also undergo a facelift over the 

break.  During 2016 Level 1 and 2 of the Boarding House will undergo renovations to reflect a 

more contemporary interior design that appeals to young women, knowing that this is their 

home away from home.  Our beautiful Mercy Courtyard has shown to be a welcoming and 

peaceful environment proving how important it is to create the optimal surrounds for our girls 

to learn and to flourish.   
 

As we turn towards the Christmas season, we pray for peace in our world. In the wake of  

terrorist attacks and a world at war, fear and anger which are natural responses to these  

atrocities should not disconnect us from a deeper awareness and compassion for others.   

TERM 4  WEEK 8  2015 Upcoming Events 
 

 THE COLLEGE  OFFICE 

WILL BE CLOSED FROM  

MONDAY 21 DECEMBER  

AND WILL RE-OPEN  

MONDAY 4 JANUARY 2016 

 
Years 7-11 Final Day 

Friday 27 November 
 

 

Boarders’ Orientation Weekend 

Friday 22 - Sunday 24 January 

 
 
 

Term 1 2016 Commences 

Monday 25 January  

(Years 7 & 12) 

Wednesday 27 January  

(All years) 

 
 

P&F Welcome Function 

Friday 29 January 2016 

5pm-7pm 

 
 
 

Beginning of Year Mass 

Friday 12 February 

 
 

Interhouse Swimming Carnival 

Friday 26 February 
 
 

St Patrick’s College Open Day 

Thursday 17 March 

4pm - 7pm 

 
Term 1 finishes 

Wednesday 23 March 
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Anne-Marie Hammond 

Assistant Principal Faith & Identity 

FAITH & IDENTITY 
 

"For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not 

perish but have eternal life. For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but to 

save the world through him."  (John 3:16-17) 
 

The Liturgical season of Advent is the time that leads us into Christmas.  It begins this weekend and 

goes for four Sundays.  It is a time of preparation, a time to prepare for the coming of Jesus.  We can 

use this time to reflect on the year that has been and to consider what we can do better.  Christmas 

comes at the end of the year but is really a new beginning, a time when people come together, 

forgetting any grievances or troubles and starting afresh.   
 

The message of Christmas is love, the amazing love that God has for us in sending his Son.  My prayer for you all is that 

your Christmas is full of family, fun, frivolity and faith.  No matter how many presents are under the tree or how laden 

your table is, what makes it so special are those that you spend it with, treasure each other and the time you spend  

together. There is a vigil mass being held in the hall at St Joseph’s School The Strand on Christmas eve at 6.00pm.  All 

are most welcome to attend.  Check the Townsville Diocese website to find out mass times in your area 

www.tsv.catholic.org.au 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MERCY GIRLS IN ACTION 
The ‘Girl’s Stuff’ appeal has been very successful 

with more than 20 bags of ‘girl’s stuff’ being  

donated to women’s homeless shelters.  Well 

done and thank you to everyone who  

contributed so generously. 

 
The Vinnie’s Christmas Appeal has also been well 

supported with many gifts under our Christmas 

tree in the library.  These will be handed over to 

the St Vincent de Paul Society at the end of the 

week. 

 

WORLD CHALLENGE EXPEDITION 

Keep an eye out for updates from Vietnam and 

thank you to those who assisted with fundraising 

for our project - we have more than $500 to take 

with us to purchase materials and supplies for the 

Thuy An Rehabilitation Centre.   

 

Our World Challenge team will be departing on 

1st December for the three week trek in Vietnam. 

Above | Our Mercy Girls in Action outreach ministry 

Below | World Challenge 2015 team L-R: Meg Alloway, Tia Ryan 

and Olivia Fuller  
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BOARDING NEWS 
As the school year draws to a close, our boarding community is filled with the excitement and  

anticipation of returning home, but is tinged with the sadness of saying goodbye to our Year 12 big 

sisters and leaving behind our boarding family for the holiday break.   

 

On Saturday 14 November we held the annual Boarders’ Concert to celebrate the graduation of our 

Year 12 boarders and wish them well in their future endeavors. The night was a huge success,  

commencing with outstanding cultural performances by our Aboriginal, Torres Strait and Papua New 

Guinea dance troupes. Our year 10 boarders took  out the top prize for the night, winning with their humorous and 

uplifting dance ensemble with very innovative costume design. A new tradition was also  started on the night with the 

introduction of a prize for the “Overall Best Performer”.  

 

This year this prize was awarded to Evelyn Sam for her creativity, effort, high levels of participation and most  

importantly her spectacular Michael Jackson impersonations. The evening ended with an emotional and thoughtful 

tribute to the Year 12s with a guard of honor down the front steps of the boarding school and the sharing of a cake 

inscribed with each graduating students’ name.  There were lots of laughs and tears on the night and it was truly a 

reflection of the spirit of compassion, caring and love that binds our boarding community together so tightly.  

 

This week students have been packing  up their rooms in preparation for their travel this week. Students travelling on 

Abstudy-approved travel are  issued with their itineraries the night before they travel to avoid important  

documentation being lost or misplaced. If you wish to find out the details of your child’s travel, please do not hesitate 

to contact Miss Betty in our office for this information. It is important that when your daughter gets home that the 

itinerary she is issued with is kept in a safe place as this document also contains the details of her return travel for the 

commencement of the 2016 school year. For students who co-ordinate their own travel, please ensure you provide 

the office with at least one weeks’ notice of your daughter’s travel details so that adequate arrangements can be made 

to assist in any transportation between the school and the bus terminal or airport that may be required.  

 

Thank you to all boarding students and families for welcoming me this year. Just like in any busy family we have ridden 

the rollercoaster of life and it has been fantastic learning and development for all of us. I wish you all a safe and happy 

holiday season and a restful break. I look forward to an even bigger and better 2016 starting with our Orientation 

Program for all of the new boarders joining us next year.  

 
Sally Gray 

Director of Boarding 

Above | Our boarders dressed as zombies at the Boarders’ Concert 
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PERFORMING ARTS NEWS 
 

COMBINED PRODUCTION 2016 
The 2016 combined college production, “What’s New, Pussycat?”, will be showing at the Townsville Civic Theatre 

from 26 – 28 May 2016. This year we had strong representation from our College in the musical “Peter Pan” and we 

hope for many of our girls to audition for main roles and singers in the chorus of the 2016 show. If you are thinking 

about auditioning, you will need to consider the trio of skills required. Will you need to sing, dance and act? Yes!  

Absolutely! 

 

We are very fortunate to have our Creative Arts Director, Sandy Neal, on staff. A NIDA graduate, Sandy has a 

wealth of knowledge and experience in performance and musical theatre. If you wish to book in a lesson to polish 

your musical numbers and acting skills before your audition, please contact Sandy Neal via email at the College 

sneal@stpatscollege.qld.edu.au 

 

Audition material is now available from the Music Centre Office. To request a copy of the materials package,  

including a letter of information, musical scores and script for rehearsal, please contact  

music@stpatscollege.qld.edu.au. 
 

Auditions will be held from 9 – 10 February 2016 in the Theatre at St Margaret Mary’s College. All the best for your 

auditions, girls! 

 

 

RECENT PERFORMANCES 

Well done to our music students on their recent 

performances at the following events: 
 

Ignatius Park College Instrumental Music Night –  

Friday 13 November   We were serenaded by the 

Combined Concert Band, Senior School Concert 

Band, IPC Choir and IPC Percussion ensemble. 
 

College Speech Night – Monday 16 November 

Congratulations to all of our students who  

participated in performances of a number of musical 

items, including students of the Guitar Ensemble, 

String Ensemble, Percussion Ensemble and singers 

from the College Choir and Glee Club. We were 

treated to a number of performances including  

Seasons of Love from Rent and May It Be from Lord 
of the Rings. 

Above | Our College Choir performing at Speech Night, conducted by  

Ms Sandra Neal 

mailto:music@stpatscollege.qld.edu.au
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COLLEGE AND COMMUNITY NOTICES 
 
OUTSTANDING SCHOOL FEES AND LEVIES – URGENT ATTENTION PLEASE 
Thank you to families who have finalised their school fees and levies for 2015.  Your attention to keeping your fee 

accounts up to date is much appreciated. 

 

For families who have fees owing on their school fee accounts and who have not made an arrangement to continue 

paying over the holiday period, please contact the Finance office urgently. All outstanding accounts are currently  

being reviewed and for any accounts where families have not made some arrangement with the College, these will be 

referred to our Collection Agent.  Should you have outstanding fees and your daughter has been part of the Instru-

mental Program, letters will also be sent advising of the possible cancellation of her place in the program.  We urge 

you to make an arrangement to bring your account into order. 

 
STATIONERY 2016 

Stationery lists for 2016 are now available through Office Max. Please log on to  www.officemaxschools.com.au 

and enter the College code OMax101 or call 1800 004 427.   

 

SPEECH NIGHT & GRADUATION PHOTOS 
To view and purchase the photos taken at the College Speech Night and/or  Year 12 Graduation  please visit Ad-

vanced Life Photography via www.advancedlife.com.au and enter the online access code: H7Q QC7 KY4  

Please note, it takes up to ten working days for the photographs to be uploaded. Their toll free telephone number is 

1300 728 972 and their email address is enquiries@advancedlife.com.au for all photo enquiries.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

P&F MEETING DATES 2016    5.30pm - 7.00pm  in the College Library 
 
 Tuesday 2 February 

 Tuesday  1 March 

 Tuesday 3 May 

 Tuesday 7 June 

 Tuesday 2 August 

 Tuesday 6 September 
 Tuesday  4 October 
 Tuesday  1 November 

TERM DATES 2016 
 

 Term 1 Monday 25 January/Wednesday 27 January - Wednesday 23 March 

 Term 2 Tuesday 12 April - Friday 17 June 

 Term 3 Tuesday 12 July - Friday 16 September 

 Term 4 Tuesday 4 October - Friday 18 November (Year 12 finishes) and Friday 15 November (Years 7-11) 
   

STUDENT FREE DAY:  Monday 17 October 

http://www.officemaxschools.com.au/
http://www.advancedlife.com.au/
mailto:enquiries@advancedlife.com.au
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