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Above |  Principal  Ms Paulina Skerman with guest speaker  Rachael McCully and students at the  

2015 St Patrick’s College Sportswomen Dinner 

 

God bless, Paulina 

 

Our thoughts and prayers have been with our Year 12 girls this week as they 

completed their final examinations. It is such a bittersweet time for our  

seniors as they prepare to say farewell to their school community while at the 

same time they are filled with excitement at the prospect of life beyond the 

wrought iron fence.   

 

The long farewell will begin with the Boarders Concert on Saturday night 

when our boarding students pay tribute to the Year 12 girls who have called 

St Patrick’s College home. Then next week we will celebrate scholarship and leadership as we 

honour our students at our annual Speech Night Ceremony.  The evening will commence at 

7pm and all students are expected to attend in their full academic uniform.  On Thursday 19 

November our Year 12 girls will trade their black leather shoes for stilettos and sequins as they 

prepare for all the glamour and glitz of their Graduation celebration at Southbank. Finally, on 

Friday 20 November, the College will have the opportunity to say our last farewell at the  

Graduation Mass which will be held at St Joseph’s Church commencing at 9am. All are welcome 

to join us on this special occasion.   

 

I join with our staff in wishing our Year 12 girls all the very best for their future and pray that 

they will stay safe as they begin their end of school celebrations.   I hope they will fondly  

remember their school and their teachers and that they will return to visit and share with us 

their stories as they make their way in the world.   

 

 

TERM 4  WEEK 6  2015 Upcoming Events 

 
Speech Night 

Monday 16 November 

Townsville Civic  

Theatre 

6.30pm for 7.00pm 

 

 

Year 12 Graduation  

Formal 

Thursday 19  

November 

Rydges Southbank 

Arrivals 5.30-6.30pm 

 
 

 

Year 12 Graduation Mass  

& final day of school 

Friday 20 November 

 

 

 

Year 7 Transition Day 

Tuesday 24  

November 

 

 

 

Years 7-11 Final Day 

Friday 27 November 

 

 

Term 1 2016  

Commences 

Monday 25 January  

(Years 7 & 12) 

Wednesday 27 January  

(All years) 

Term Dates 2016 
 

 Term 1 Monday 25 January/Wednesday 27 January - Wednesday 23 March 

 Term 2 Tuesday 12 April - Friday 17 June 

 Term 3 Tuesday 12 July - Friday 16 September 

 Term 4 Tuesday 4 October - Friday 25 November (Year 12 finishes Fri 18 Nov) 

Tuesday 7 June 

Tuesday 2 August 

Tuesday 6 September 

P&F Meeting Dates 2016  5.30pm-7.00pm in the College library 
 

Tuesday 2 February 

Tuesday  1 March 

Tuesday 3 May 

Tuesday  4 October 

Tuesday  1 November 
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Anne-Marie Hammond 

Assistant Principal Faith & Identity 

FAITH & IDENTITY 
 

It is hard to believe that this is the second last newsletter for the year.  There are two things I want to 

bring to your attention before we close the year.  The first is the coming Year of Mercy and the  

second is the approach of the season of Advent – our lead up to Christmas.   
 

“Dear brothers and sisters, I have often thought of how the Church may render more clear her mis-

sion to be a witness to mercy; and we have to make this journey.  It is a journey which begins with 

spiritual conversion.  Therefore, I have decided to announce an Extraordinary Jubilee which has at its 

centre the mercy of God.”  (Pope Francis April 2015) 

 

And so this Year of Mercy begins on Tuesday 8 December.  St Patrick’s College Townsville will have various events hap-

pening throughout the year to celebrate the Year of Mercy.  Many of these will involve our wider Mercy community, so 

please keep an eye out for this and join us if you can. 

 
 

MERCY GIRLS IN ACTION 

A new name for an old initiative!  We are very excited that our girls are showing great enthusiasm for mission and  

outreach activities.  So far this year we have been involved in Mercy Works, Caritas, Catholic Mission, Vinnie’s Sleepout, 

Relay for Life, Teen Vinnies, Day for Daniel and the Vinnie’s Christmas Appeal.  With so many activities under a number 

of banners, we have decided to group mission and outreach activities under the banner of ‘Mercy Girls in Action’.   
 

The latest Mercy Girls in Action initiative:  ‘Girls’ Stuff’.  The idea is to find your handbags, totes, toiletry bags, those 

bags that have been sitting at the back of the cupboard for a long time, and put some girl stuff in it.  Bring this to school 

for collection and we will pass it on for distribution to homeless women.  A simple but effective initiative, please help 

out.  Donations can be left at the office. 
 

WORLD CHALLENGE 

Less than three weeks now until the team depart for Vietnam!  While we are in the final stages of preparation for our 

trip, we have announced our intended trip for 2016 – Cambodia and Laos.  We held an information evening last night 

with Chris Hallsal from World Challenge.  If you were unable to attend but are interested in the trip or would like more 

information, don’t hesitate to call me for a chat.  There are brochures available from the office. 

 

 

PASTORAL NEWS 
 

As we approach the final weeks of the school year, it is important to take time to reflect upon just what it 

means to have reached the milestone of the completion of Year 12. Commitment to study, to friends and to 

family have been major contributions to the achievements and feelings of successful outcomes for our Year 

12 girls.  VIP week begins next week for Year 12 students and this week is the opportunity to recognize and 

celebrate the achievements of all Year 12 students as well as to provide them with important reminders through a varie-

ty of workshops, about such issues as safe partying, making well informed choices and lawful behaviour. During this 

week, students will also participate in a special VIP Breakfast, Community Service, final Mass and of course, the  

Graduation dinner. Catherine Rentoule, Year 11 and 12 Pastoral Leader, has worked tirelessly to ensure the VIP week 

allows for wonderful experiences and creates special memories for all Year 12 girls.  

 

For students in Years 7 to 11, the next two weeks will see the completion of exams, assessment tasks and assignments. 

It is important to ensure your daughter is able to have quality sleep, regular exercise and wholesome food, to enable her 

the best opportunity to maximize her learning achievements and remain calm and fully engaged. We also expect  

students to remain in full and correct uniform until the completion of the school year.  
 

Benita Bowles 

Assistant Principal Pastoral/Learning Enrichment & Deputy Head of Boarding 
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PERFORMING ARTS NEWS 
 

 

COMBINED CONCERT BAND PERFORMANCE –  

TODAY, FRIDAY 13 NOVEMBER 5PM 

COMBNIED COLLEGES PRODUCTION 2016 
 

On Tuesday, students were invited to attend an information session regarding the Combined Production 2016  

hosted by St Margaret Mary’s College. The musical, entitled, “What’s New, Pussycat?” will be showing at the  

Townsville Civic Theatre from 26 – 28 May 2016. This year we had strong representation from our College in the 

musical “Peter Pan” and we hope for many of our girls to audition for main roles and singers in the chorus of the 

2016 production. If your daughter is interested in being involved in the show, an information handout can be  

collected from Student Reception. Auditions will be held from 9 – 10 February in the Theatre at SMMC. 

 

For further information, please contact Production Manager, Nancy Nicholson Music Office SMMC: 07 4726 4974 

 
 

 

  

The costume designer for the Townsville Choral Society February Musical, 

Annie, has asked if any St Patrick’s College  students interested in fashion or 

costume design might like to provide assistance and be involved in the pro-

duction.  

  

Tasks will include hemming, dying garments and small alterations through to 

sewing complete costumes.  They are looking for girls with a passion for 

design. If students are considering applying to any fashion schools , this will 

be fantastic experience to include in portfolios.  For more information 

please contact Rachel Mahoney on 0438 616 063. 

 

Above | St Patrick’s College students performing in the Combined 

Concert Band at Ignatius Park College. 

ANNIE THE MUSICAL -  

COSTUME DESIGN OPPORTUNITY FOR STUDENTS 

The Combined Concert Band comprises of woodwind,  

percussion and brass students from St Patrick’s College,  

Ignatius Park College and  St Margaret Mary’s College.  

Members of both the Middle School and Senior School 

bands have been diligently rehearsing fortnightly on Friday 

afternoons, and more recently as one combined band in 

preparation for their concert tonight. We are certainly 

proud of the commitment of our band members and 

their attendance record this year. The concert will be 

held in the Drama Room at Ignatius Park College from 

5pm-6.30pm.   

Members of St Patrick’s College community are welcome to come along and support our band girls in their  

performance, as well as enjoy the musical items performed by students of our brother school, Ignatius Park  

College. If you would like to enquire about enrolling in vocal or instrumental music studies in 2016, please do not 

hesitate to contact Katherine Murphy in the Music Centre email: music@stpatscollege.qld.edu.au 

mailto:music@stpatscollege.qld.edu.au
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STUDENT ACHIEVEMENTS & ACTIVITIES 
 
ABORIGINAL SUMMER SCHOOL FOR EXCELLENCE IN TECHNOLOGY AND SCIENCE (ASSETS) 
Congratulations to our Year 10 students, Madison Armstrong, Manaima Au, Jessie Blitner, Gongai Nona and  

Kimberly Rocky who have been selected to attend the Aboriginal Summer School for Excellence in Technology and 

Science (ASSETS) for their outstanding achievement in science, technology, engineering and mathematics.  
 

Our girls are amongst only 105 students from across Australia to be selected to attend one of the three summer 

schools. ASSETS is part of a broader Indigenous STEM education program which is managed by CSIRO in partnership 

with the BHP Billiton Foundation. www.csiro.au/indigenous-education 

 

 

 

 

 

SCHOOLS REGIONAL  

CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION 
Four Year 11 Legal Studies students  

represented the College at the Schools  

Regional Constitutional Convention.  During 

this event, students discussed the role of the 

Constitution, how it is changed and the link 

to legislation and legal processes in Austral-

ia.  The topic for the 2015 Convention was, 

“Should Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 

peoples be recognised in the Australian  

Constitution?”  Brittany Van Dyke presented 

a four minute speech on the topic as the  

College’s student representative. 
 

Above  Shari-Jade Campbell, Gracelyn Smallwood, Brittany Van Dyke, Dolina 

Kipma and Gary Scott.  

STUDENT ECONOMICS COMPETITION 

Year 11 and 12 Economics students participated in the University of 

Queensland, School of Economics, Student Economics  

Competition.  The competition tests the core units from the  

Economics syllabus, as well as general knowledge content in relation to 

the Australian economy.  A number of students were awarded with 

certificates for their achievements in this competition.  
 

Congratulations to the following students who received a CREDIT in 

this competition: 

 Nikita Scott - Year 11 

 Irish Araneta - Year 11 

 Brittany Van Dyke - Year 11  

 Brianna Carlile - Year 12  

 

A special congratulations also to Meg Alloway (Year 11) who  

received a DISTINCTION. 

 

Right: Year 11 student, Meg Alloway received a Distinction in the University of  

Queensland School of Economics, Student Economics Competition. 

http://www.csiro.au/indigenous-education
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BUSINESS PROFESSIONALS WEEK BREAKFAST 

Sierra Beale and Abbey Goddard recently attended a breakfast as 

part of Business Professionals Week.  CPA Australia invited two of 

our Accounting students to join them at The Ville (formerly Jupiters 

Hotel) for an awards presentation and information session.  The 

special guest speaker for the breakfast was Senator Matthew  

Canavan, who discussed future avenues for business and the  

environment.  

Right | Sierra Beale and Abbey Goddard at the CPA Australia Business Professionals 

Week breakfast 

YEAR 7 FIELD STUDY - LIVABILITY 
What makes North Ward so livable? Throughout Term 4 Year 

7 students have learned about Places and Livability. There have 

been many questions to answer before deciding what actually 

makes a place livable. Some simple questions that created  

student inquiry were: Why do people live in certain places? 

What draws people to certain places e.g. rural areas or cities? 

What are lifestyle places? These questions generated the basic 

schema of why a place is livable. Students then enhanced their 

knowledge by undertaking a field study of a small portion of 

North Ward. The Year 7 Field Study of North Ward proved to 

be a valuable lesson in learning and understanding what makes 

an area livable. 

 Above | Year 7 students during their field study of the livability of 

North Ward 

 

 

2015 ST PATRICK’S COLLEGE SPORTSWOMEN’S DINNER 
Congratulations to the girls who were acknowledged and awarded at this year’s Sportwomen’s Dinner on Tuesday 27 

October.  We welcomed more than 120 students and their families to this event that celebrated our students’  

sporting achievements throughout the year. We were thrilled to welcome special guest speaker, Rachael McCully, 

former Captain of the Townsville Fire WNBL. 

 

Above  | Teliana Gibuma-Cloudy, Ella Evans, guest speaker Rachael 

McCully, Solange Jakis and Francesca Jakis. 

Above | Kearley Robinson, Tiffany-Ann Alfred and Riley Milton 
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