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Above | Principal Ms Paulina Skerman  with Tania Major and students  Lashonda Major and MoMoeisha Greenwool    

 God bless, Paulina 

The College had the pleasure of hosting Tania Major as our special guest this week.  Tania is an 

outstanding role model.  Having grown up in the remote community of Kowanyama, her desire 

to make a difference and to leave a lasting legacy paints a compelling picture for young women 

as she tells a story of how big dreams, small steps, great mentors and a steely determination 

leads to  great achievements.  Her message was very clear:  a good education is the key to  

unlocking your potential and creating the skills to connect with others to make the world a 

better place.  In 2007, Tania was named Young Australian of the Year.  Today, she advises  

national and world leaders on policy.  Our girls were mesmerised by Tania’s story and her  

journey so far.  We hope to have her visit again next year to work with our students to further develop their 

leadership capacity.  
 

Today I had the privilege of announcing the 2016 Student Prefects and House Captains on Assembly.  

Congratulations must go to applicants who went through a rigorous selection process to be named leaders.  All 

candidates submitted a written application and resume, faced an interview panel and presented their vision for 

the College through a formal address to their peers on assembly last week.  Students in Years 10 and 11 also 

had the opportunity to show their support through voting for their preferred candidates.  All of this information 

was taken into consideration when the College Leadership Team and I made our final decisions.  I would like to 

thank each and every girl who had the courage to apply for a leadership role. 
 

School leaders for 2016: 

 College Captains: Tiarna Cocco and Raven Guy 

 Boarder Prefect: Sara Middleton 

 Vice Boarder Prefect: Milli Holi 

 Faith and Identity Prefect: Vanessa Pangheem 

 Community Service Prefect– Environment and Sustainability: Nikita Scott 

 Community Service Prefect- Charities and Relationships: Madeline Rooney 

 Music and Performance Prefect: Enya Flett 

 Sport Prefect: This role will go to each House Captain for a term respectively 

 Dominations House Captain: Madison Dwyer 

 Powers House Captain: Brittany Van Dyke 

 Princes House Captain: Telianna Gibuma-Cloudy 

 Thrones House Captain: Milli Holi 
 

I would also like to commend Ms Ellen Seaniger, Head of Faculty – HPE & Sport for coordinating the annual 

Sportswomen’s Dinner this week.  The event was very well attended and it was a wonderful occasion to  

celebrate our sporting achievements this year.  Sincere thanks to Mr Ian Jones and all of the Hospitality girls for 

the delicious food they prepared and served during the dinner. 

 Upcoming 
Events 

 
Speech Night 

Monday 16  

November 

Townsville Civic  

Theatre 

 

 

Year 12 Graduation  

Formal 

Thursday 19  

November 

Rydges Southbank 

 

 

 

Year 12 Graduation 

Mass  

& final day of school 

Friday 20 November 

 

 

 

Year 7 Transition Day 

Tuesday 24  

November 

 

 

 

Years 7-11 Final Day 

Friday 27 November 

 

 

Term 1 2016  

Commences 

Monday 25 January  

(Years 7 & 12) 

Wednesday 27 January  

(All years) 
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FROM THE DEPUTY PRINCIPAL 
 

Students work hard all year and we look forward to the opportunity to publicly acknowledging their success. We hope 

that you can join us for an enjoyable evening at the Speech Night this year. 

 

 

YEAR 12 INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS ACCEPTED INTO UNIVERSITY 
We are excited to announce that all of our international Year 12 students haven been accepted into university for 2016. 

Those students accepted are: 

 

 

International students are able to apply to university earlier than those students who are Australian residents, as they 

are full fee-paying and they receive equivalent OP scores.  

 

The calculation of equivalent OPs and FPs by the QCAA is underpinned by the following principles:  

1. Visa students are not included with the number of domestic students allocated to OP and FP bands.  

2. When a visa student completes a combination of Authority subjects in a Queensland school that makes them  

eligible for an equivalent OP, the school can compare the student with the domestic OP-eligible students in the 

school. This assessment allows the QCAA to estimate the student’s academic achievement relative to domestic 

OP-eligible students. An equivalent OP and FPs can then be calculated. 

3. Visa students’ results do not generally contribute to any of the group scaling parameters used in this step, namely, 

the subject-group SAI and QCS Test scaling score means and mean differences. 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 Allison Elcoate 

Acting Deputy Principal 

SPEECH NIGHT 
During our assembly today, we read out a list of those students who will be receiving an award at the 

end of year Speech Night. Those students receiving awards, were given a letter to take home outlining 

the evening and the rehearsal day. Speech Night is a wonderful occasion which recognises the  

achievements of our students, and is an opportunity for all members of the College community to  

gather and celebrate.  All parents and family members are cordially invited to join us for this evening.  

Details are as following: 

Jasmine Deklin James Cook University Bachelor of Business, Economics & Law 

Lorraine Edo James Cook University Bachelor of Engineering 

Ramona Lorenz James Cook University Bachelor of Business 

Cynthia Lelang James Cook University Bachelor of Law 

Levana Vaname James Cook University Bachelor of Law 

Date:   Monday 16 November 2015 

Time:   6.30pm for 7.00pm start (expected finish by 9.00pm) 

Venue:  Townsville Civic Theatre 

Tickets:  Please RSVP for reserved seats to rsvp@stpatscollege.qld.edu by 6 November (tickets at no cost) 

Dress:  As this is a formal occasion, students, awardees and student leaders must be dressed in full and  

   correct academic uniform. Please ensure all items of the uniform are in good order and that black,  

   laced up school shoes are cleaned and worn. 
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FAITH & IDENTITY 
 

 
) 

 

All Saints Day 

All Saints' Day is a solemn holy day of the Catholic Church celebrated annually on November 1. This is the day that is 

dedicated to the saints of the Church.  The following day November 2, is All Souls’ Day and is the time when we pray 

for all those who have died.  All Souls are our family and relatives, our neighbours and friends, our ancestors – all those 

who have gone before us.  During this month of November we will say prayers especially in their memory. 
 

 

 

Mission Mass 

Last week St Patrick’s students attended the 2015 Diocesan  

Children’s Mission Day Mass.  This was held at the St Clare’s Mass 

Centre.  The 2015 schools appeal with the theme, 'I was thirsty and 
you gave me something to drink', will focus on the work of Sister 

Rose Rasoavololona in providing physical water and spiritual support 

to the children of Madagascar—a country where access to clean  

water and proper sanitation is scarce, and sadly results in thousands 

of children dying from preventable diseases like  

diarrhoea each and every year. 

Above  Our students at the 2015 Diocesan Children’s  

Mission Day May at St Clare’s Mass Centre. 

‘A joyful heart is good medicine, but a crushed spirit dries up the bones.’  Proverbs 17:22  
Jesus was the master of positive thinking, he was determined not to be influenced or swayed by 

those who expected him to save the world by anger, power and strength.  Jesus’ method was to 

teach by example and even when things were at their darkest, he knew there was light at the end of 

the tunnel.   Jesus gave us a new way to view things, a new way to live in relationship with each oth-

er, friend and enemy alike. To achieve the positive mind-set, the belief about themselves, many peo-

ple need to be taught or have demonstrated to them how a change in thinking will change the way 

they feel and act in certain situations. By changing our thoughts, our feelings then our behaviour, will 

change. The Power of Positive Self-Talk by Meg Roche) http://positivetimes.com.au/the-power-of-positive-self-talk-by-meg-roche-2/ 

WORLD CHALLENGE 
 

Chris Halsall will visit on Monday 2nd November to speak to the Year 

9, 10 and 11 students to see who may be interested in joining a 

World Challenge Expedition to Cambodia and Laos in December 

2017.  The World Challenge program offers the students the  

opportunity to research, fund and lead their own 21 day  

expedition.  It will provide the perfect blend of adventure  

together with a rich sense of fascinating history and culture.  The  

program will teach and develop essential transferable life skills  

including financial management, leadership, teamwork,  

communication, organisation and decision making. For the Year 12 

students, this could be an alternative to a ‘Schoolies’ trip.  Please keep 

an eye out for an email which will give more details about the trip and 

the World Challenge philosophy. There will be an information night 

for parents and students on Wednesday 11 November at 6.00pm at 

the College.  

The girls involved in the expedition to Vietnam are busying fundraising for their project, the Thuy An  

Rehabilitation Centre for Disabled Children outside Hanoi.  It is now less than five weeks before they leave and the  

excitement is building! 

Above |  Tia Ryan, Olivia Fuller and Meg Alloway are preparing 

for this year’s World Challenge. 

Anne-Marie Hammond 

Assistant Principal Faith & Identity 
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PASTORAL NEWS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Benita Bowles 

Assistant Principal Pastoral & Learning Enrichment 

 

Last Friday, we celebrated the educational achievements of Aboriginal and Torres Straight Islander students from St 

Patrick’s College together with students from Catholic schools throughout the Diocese.  

The 2015 Catholic Education Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Education Awards was a formal event held at 

Rydges Southbank. The event acknowledged the graduation of our Year 12 Aboriginal and Torres Straight Islander 

students, along with the outstanding academic achievements of Year 9 student Jai-Ann Eastaughffe, Year 12 student, 

Shinnane Doughboy and a Highly Recommended award was awarded to Year 10 student Kimberly Rocky. Our school 

community extends our congratulations to all these students . 

Above  Our students at the 2015 Catholic Education Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Education Awards. 

YEAR 10 CAMP 

I have just returned from a wonderful and indeed privileged experience at Year 10 camp.  

Students participated in a range of activities designed to test and strengthen their problem-solving 

skills, group participation and personal resilience; all within the stunning surrounds of Broadwater 

National Park. This camp is just one component within the range of programs  

offered that are designed to nurture, support and challenge each student as they move through the 

College.  

 

ABORIGINAL & TORRES STRAIT ISLANDER EDUCATION AWARDS 
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BOARDING 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our boarding community has certainly been very busy already this term! While our  

afternoons have been filled with study and specialized tutoring from our team of James 

Cook University tutors, we have spent our weekends and spare time getting active in the 

outdoors.   

 

We have been on multiple trips to Riverway where the girls have enjoyed sunshine and 

swimming, and our recent student free day was spent at Crystal Creek relaxing in our  

beautiful North Queensland tropical environment.  

 

One of the important developmental issues we have been focusing on in boarding is the responsible use of  

mobile phones and social networking. In our contemporary society it is important that we support our students 

to become tech-savvy and digitally-connected young women, however it is important that they understand that 

having access to personal mobile devices and the internet is a big privilege that brings with it big responsibilities. 

 

Our incentives and privileges system in the boarding house allows girls making positive behavioural choices to 

have increased use of personal mobile devices outside of school hours, additional data allowances and wider  

access to social networking and the school’s Wi-Fi network for personal use in their spare time.   

 

Our boarding community is a tight-knit sisterhood that strives to provide an environment where our girls can 

flourish. This is their home away from home for a large part of the year, and it is important that they feel  

comfortable and supported.  

 

Therefore we strongly encourage contributions, suggestions and ideas from parents, care- givers and family 

members so we are best placed to respond to the needs of our boarders and I invite  

regular contact between families and boarding staff.  Please do not hesitate to phone or email us at the boarding 

house.  

 
Sally Gray 

Director of Boarding 

Further, the boarding staff and students have been  

making the most of having The Strand on our doorstep 

particularly as the warmer weather approaches, with 

Friday afternoons and time each weekend spent walking 

on the beach, playing at the Teenage Park, the rock pool 

and the Water Park. We have been to Launchzone and 

have been using the school’s well-equipped new gym to 

ensure active, healthy lifestyles for our boarders.  

 

We have continued our theme of embracing diversity 

and multiculturalism, building on last term’s trips to the 

Ingham Italian Festival and Townsville Filipino Festival. 

This term we have already enjoyed the calamari,  honey 

puffs and dancing at the Greek Festival as well as seeing 

the beautiful saris and sampling a wide selection of  

curries and naan at the Indian festival.  
Above | Our boarders at Launchzone 
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VOCAL AND INSTRUMENTAL MUSIC  PROGRAM 
NEWS 
 

Our Music Program aims to provide students with a holistic, developmental, and sequential music education  expe-

rience. The Vocal and Instrumental Music Program comprises individual tuition on voice or an instrument, as well 

as ensemble participation.  
 

We embrace the ideal that these elements are studied and developed together in equilibrium to best support the 

learning of each student in all facets of their technical, musicianship, and ensemble playing skills. 

 

ANNIE THE MUSICAL - COSTUME DESIGN OPPORTUNITY FOR STUDENTS 

 

 
 

Above | Music student Julia Macario-Slater 

Our highly skilled and experienced teachers offer lessons from 

beginner to advanced level in Voice, Piano, Guitar, Percussion, 

Strings (Violin, Viola and Violoncello), and Woodwind (Flute, 

C l a r i n e t ,  a n d  S a x o p h o n e ) .  S t u d e n t s  a r e  

encouraged to participate in lunchtime concerts, music  

evenings, assemblies, and local eisteddfods.  
 

Music plays an important role in our College mass and liturgy, 

and hymns and reflective music are led by students at special 

services throughout the year. Students are prepared for AMEB 

exams at the discretion of the Music teacher in consultation 

with the student and parent. 

Ensembles currently offered include the Glee Performance Group, Chamber Strings, Guitar Ensemble, Combined 

Concert Band, and Percussion Ensemble. Enrolled students of the Vocal and Instrumental Music Program are  

required to attend all scheduled lessons, ensemble rehearsals and performances, and to participate in all music  

endeavours to the best of their ability. 

If you daughter wishes to participate in the Music Program in 2016, please enquire to the Music Centre Office 

Email: music@stpatscollege.qld.edu.au 

  The costume designer for the Townsville Choral Society February Musical, 

Annie, has asked if any St Patrick’s College  students interested in fashion or 

costume design might like to be provide assistance and be involved in the 

production.  

  

Tasks will include hemming, dying garments and small alterations through to 

sewing complete costumes.  They are looking for girls with a passion . If stu-

dents are considering applying to any fashion schools , this will be fantastic 

experience to include in portfolios.  For more information please contact 

Rachel Mahoney on 0438616063. 

 

mailto:music@stpatscollege.qld.edu.au
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STEM NEWS 

“REEF SPEAKS” MINI GREAT BARRIER REEF ECOSYSTEMS  - GETTING READY FOR MARINE SCIENCE 

The Reef Speaks Great Barrier Reef Ecosystem project has been progressing steadily since the Term 3 holidays.  

This project involves the installation of three large aquarium tanks in the biology lab. This progress has been possible 

thanks to the wonderful donations of time, money and materials from the St Patrick’s College P & F, St Patrick’s  

College father John Cafferky, A1 Aquarium World owner Don Booth, Gough Plastics and Keep Queensland Beautiful. 

 

The tanks will gradually be stocked over Christmas to allow the tank to reach equilibrium. The opening at the start of 

2016 will coincide with the establishment of a Marine Science Program to promote a culture of awareness of the  

impacts people have on this World Heritage ecosystem. The set up will provide coral reef, predator and invertebrate 

tanks. Through this program students will develop a relationship with mini reef ecosystems by establishing and  

maintaining schedules for the care for reef organisms and monitoring of key water quality indicators. 

 
REEFBLITZ REEF AWARENESS 
On Friday 16th October  students from Year 9, 10 and 11 attended the 2016 ReefBlitz Reef awareness workshop at 

Rowes Bay Sustainability Centre. The students had the opportunity to work with scientists looking at skills to help 

understand the impacts of events on biodiversity on the Great Barrier Reef. It really was an opportunity for students 

to become champions for our wild species and spaces! The favourite activity was identifying a range of aquatic  

beasties and collecting data to see how certain species indicate the relative health of an ecosystem. A big  

congratulations to those girls on the way you represented St Patrick’s College! 

 
ABORIGINAL SUMMER SCHOOL FOR EXCELLENCE IN TECHNOLOGY AND SCIENCE (ASSETS) 

Congratulations to five of our Year 10 students who have been selected for ASSETS 2015 – 2016.  Gongai Nona and 

Maddison Armstrong will be attending the University of Adelaide where they will be conducting botanical surveys and 

discovering traditional uses of plants with researchers and they will work with the CSIRO on the science behind food, 

nutrition and health.   

 

Manaima Au will be working with researchers from the University of Newcastle to investigate contaminants in local 

water sources and will take part in the CSIRO’s solar energy challenge.  Kimberley Rocky and Jessie Blitner will study 

animal ecology and surveying with CSIRO scientists and will work with James Cook University researchers in  

Townsville to investigate and model ecosystems using arrays.  The girls will be attending the programs around  

Australia over the summer school holidays.   

 

 

Above | Three aquarium tanks have been installed in the biology lab, in preparation for the introduction of Marine Science next year 
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STEM NEWS 

RACI O’DONNELL SCHOOL LECTURE 

The Science Faculty recently had the pleasure of hosting Dr George Vamvounis from James Cook University who 

presented the Royal Australian Chemical Institute’s “2015 O’Donnell School Lecture”.  Dr Vamvounis spoke to fifty 

of our Chemistry and Physics students along with twenty students from St. Margaret Mary’s College and teachers 

from other schools in Townsville.  Dr Vamvounis shared his research into polymers and spoke about the future of 

these materials in revolutionizing technology, particularly solar panels and smart devices.  We are looking forward to 

working with Dr Vamvounis in 2016 to offer our students more extracurricular opportunities in Chemistry.  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BACK TO THE FUTURE DAY 
 

4:29pm on Wednesday 21 October 2015 is the 

time when Marty McFly and Dr Emmet Brown  

arrived in the future in the 1989 film Back to the 
Future II.  
 
The Science Faculty marked the occasion as an 

opportunity to celebrate with a Pop-Up Physics 

Forum.  The forum was held in A02 where  

students discovered what fictitious technologies 

from 1989 are now a reality and which ones are 

yet to be invented.  The girls also had fun making 

3D devices that turned their tablets and iPads into 

hologram projectors.  

 

Above  Grace Lovae (Year 11), Lorraine Edo (Year 12), Jazmin Deklin 

(Year 12)  

Above  Our Year 12 Chemistry students with Dr George Vamvounis 
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COLLEGE AND COMMUNITY NOTICES 

SECOND HAND UNIFORM REQUEST 
 

If anyone has a second hand uniform they would like 

to sell (size 14/16)  please contact the office.   

 
 

LAURA GEITZ NETBALL CLINICS 
 

TUESDAY 17 November, 2015 

Townsville City Netball Association 

For enquiries please call 4778  4794 or book online at 

http://www.qldcountryhealth.com.au/laura-geitz-

netball-clinics 

 

ANGEL PAWS CALENDARS 2016 - ON 

SALE 
 

The 2016 Angel Paws calendar is now on sale for $15. 

The College has copies available at Student Reception. 

Angel Paws is a non-profit organisation of volunteers 

who give animals society reject a second hand at life. 

Angel Paws is based in Townsville and takes in animals 

from across North Queensland.  

www.angelpaws.com 

 
 

STUDENT BUS TRAVEL REBATES  -  

SEMESTER 2, 2015 
 

Bus Fare Assistance:  
 Does your child attend a school outside the 

Brisbane City Council boundary? 

 Does your family spend more than $33/week* 

on fares to and from school (* $25/week if you 

hold a concession card)? 

 Does your child travel on a publicly available 

bus not owned or associated with the school? 

 

Students with Disabilities: 
 Does your child have a verified disability that 

requires transport assistance to and from 

school?   

 Has your school’s learning support teacher as-

sessed your child’s travel capability rating as 

‘semi-independent’ or more dependent?  
 

Visit our website to see if you qualify for financial as-

sistance to help with the cost of transport and apply 

at www.schooltransport.com.au by 31 October 2015.  

Late applications cannot be accepted. 

http://www.schooltransport.com.au

