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Last week our College community celebrated the official opening and blessing of our new classroom block and courtyard. It was a 

joyful occasion and we were honoured to have Mr Ewen Jones MP,  Member for Herbert and the Hon Scott Morrison MP Federal 

Minister for Social Services officially open the project. Following the official  opening and unveiling of the plaque, Fr Mick Peters 

blessed the building and courtyard.  My sincere thanks to all who joined us for this event, including special guests from the College 

Board, Mercy Partners, Sisters of Mercy, Mater Hospital, Townsville Catholic Diocese, Townsville Catholic Education, Townsville City 

Council and Townsville Enterprise.  I would like to sincerely thank our architect, Mr Ed Giacobone (G+M Consultants) and  

landscaper Mr Nathan Hughes (Oscape)  who also joined us for the opening ceremony. Thank you also to the builders, Watts  

Construction. 

In my speech (included in this newsletter),  I noted that this event was more than the opening and blessing of a capital building  

project, it was a celebration of the revitalisation of our campus and a turning point for our College. This project has changed the face 

of our school and has given our community a new lease of life. It is also proving a drawcard for a new generation of students who will 

join us.   

It was my privilege during the ceremony to launch our College Strategic Plan 2015-2020. This plan has been developed in consultation 

with a broad stakeholder group and has involved much collaboration and consultation. Our enhanced learning environment, together 

with our expert teaching team and this plan for our future demonstrates our confidence and commitment to creating optimal  

conditions for our girls to develop their faith and to flourish as learners. At St Patrick‟s College, we strive to achieve the highest  

academic standards for each and every girl, and our pastoral care system supports them in becoming young women of independent 

spirit and compassion who, like Catherine McAuley, may be inspired to lead a better world.   
 

The key priorities of the Strategic Plan are set out in the document which is available online and in the office.  At the very heart of the 

Strategic Plan are our students.  The welfare, growth and intellectual engagement of each girl is at the centre of the work of the  

College. Over the course of the next five years, the College will demonstrate a commitment to the creative and performing arts as 

well as to science, technology, engineering and maths - known as STEM. We will also strive to have a greater commitment to  

community service, instilling in our girls a deep sense of duty and responsibility to care for others. Finally, we are dedicated to  

fostering international mindedness. Our girls will live and work in a culturally diverse world which is every day becoming smaller 

through a rich technological infrastructure; we must continue to break down barriers of societal insensitivity and equip our students 

with a global perspective to finding solutions that will transcend culture, race, religion and gender.  

It was also my pleasure during the ceremony to announce the naming of our new central courtyard - the Mercy Courtyard in honour 

of Catherine McAuley and the Sisters of Mercy, the founders of this iconic school.  

This week we celebrate the achievements of our debating team, our rowing team and our International Ethics Olympiad team. We 

strongly encourage our students to be involved in a wide range of extra curricular activities that strengthen body, mind and soul. 

Thank you to those parents and students who attended our Subject Expo on Monday night. Thank you also to our teachers who  

invested many hours into their displays and presentations. It was another event that certainly demonstrated our rich school culture 

and spirit.   

Best wishes, Paulina 

Principal’s Welcome 
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PASTORAL NEWS     Youth Mass at St Joseph‟s Church North Ward this Sunday at 5.00pm 

 
PENTECOST – (Acts 2:1-4) 

When the day of Pentecost came, they were all together in one place.  And suddenly from heaven came a sound like a strong 
rushing wind and it filled the whole house where they were sitting.  There appeared tongues as of fire which parted and came to 
rest upon each one of them.  All were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak different languages, as the Spirit enabled them 
to proclaim. 
 

Pentecost is seen as the birth day of the Church.  This was the day when the Holy Spirit „switched on‟ the disciples.   

If you compare the disciples before and after Pentecost the difference is obvious, from hiding in fear in a locked room, 

to going out and proclaiming Jesus as God.  The difference is the Holy Spirit.  The Holy Spirit makes a difference in 

our lives every day though you may not know it.   

- When you have to speak up in defence of what is right and lack courage but do it anyway – that‟s the Holy Spirit. 

- When you are having a tough time making a decision but you suddenly see it clearly – that‟s the Holy Spirit. 

- When you see something with a sense of awe and wonder and know there is something „bigger‟ – that‟s the Holy  

Spirit.  

- When you throw your hands up in despair not knowing where a certain path is taking you, but it all works out in the 

end – that‟s the Holy Spirit. 
 

Pope Francis says, “The Holy Spirit would appear to create disorder in the Church, since he brings the diversity of  
charisms and gifts; yet all this, by his working, is a great source of wealth, for the Holy Spirit is the Spirit of unity, 
which does not mean uniformity, but which leads everything back to harmony.” (Pope Francis, Pentecost Homily 2013) 

 

CARITAS - PROJECT COMPASSION: 
This week the College was able to present a cheque for $1857 to Sr Helen 

Mary Peters as a result of the fundraising the girls did for Caritas.   

Well done to Princes house who raised the most money.  

 

CATHOLIC WOMEN‟S LEAGUE LUNCHEON 
On Wednesday 27th May, I took two of our girls, Tiffany-Ann Alfred and  

Madeline Rooney to the annual Catholic Women‟s League luncheon.   

Tiffany gave a lovely speech on what makes St Patrick‟s College a great  

school and the girls thoroughly enjoyed some Cent Sale fun coming away  

with a couple of prizes. 

 

 

PASTORAL MATTERS 

 

This term a specific program has been developed by the Pastoral Team and  

has been delivered to Years 7, 8 and 9.  This program addresses topics that 

include activities and discussion that allow the girls to examine self-image,  

perceptions of self and others, and relationships.  The girls have been quite  

responsive and there has been healthy and insightful discussion. 

 
Another reminder about the pitfalls and traps of social media.   

We are reminding the girls regularly about these dangers and how once  

something is posted you cannot get it back.  Parents can I ask you to make  

yourself aware of the „cyberworld‟ that your children are inhabiting.   

The amount of time teenagers spend online has been estimated as at least  

seven hours per day!   

 

Anne-Marie Hammond 

Assistant Principal - Religion and Pastoral Care 

Sr Helen Mary Peters presents Liturgy & Social Justice 

leaders Brianna Carlile and Nadia Rwamuhizi with a 
certificate of appreciation for Caritas fundraising. 

St Patrick‟s College students Tiffany-Ann Alfred and 

Madeline Rooney with students from other Catholic 
secondary schools at the Catholic Women‟s League 

Luncheon. 
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CURRICULUM CATCH UP 
 

EXAM BLOCK 

The end of semester exam block for Years 10, 11 and 12 will commence on Tuesday 9 June through to Friday 12 June. 

Timetables have also been distributed to students in hard copy and via their email. They are also accessible from the 

College website, noticeboards and library.  
 

During exam block all students are required to: 

 Wear full academic College uniform at all times; 

 Have the correct equipment for their exams in a clear, transparent container or bag (See the College Student 

Diary for the full list of equipment required);  

 Be at school on the days when they have exams. If a student has only one exam in the morning or afternoon, 

they may remain at home for study, at their parent‟s discretion and the College office needs to be contacted 

and advised of this by 9am on the day; 

 Sign in and out upon entry and exit of examinations and for study sessions;  

 Be on time for exams. Once an exam has started entry into the room will not be permitted; 

 Remain within the College grounds at all times and may not be signed out by parents between exams without 

prior arrangement with the Assistant to the Principal – Teaching and Learning. Designated quiet study areas will 

be available for students between exams; 

 When not in an examination, all students must be in their allocated study room as per the schedule.  

This includes students leaving exams upon completion; 

 Workshops are sessions that are used for specialist learning opportunities, handing in assignments or working 

on other assessment. Where a workshop is scheduled, students should consult with their classroom teacher 

beforehand about the requirements of the session and to plan their study for other exams around this; and 

 Complete all assessment to the best of their ability, using the entire allocated time to work and check their  

responses. All students must remain in the exam room for the allotted time. 
 

YEAR 12 QCS EXAM PRACTICES  

Over the course of Monday 15 June and Tuesday 16 June the Year 12 QCS cohort will complete the full complement 

of 2014 QCS test papers modelling the formal QCS test exam setting. Over the course of the mid-year vacation each 

of the exams will be marked and the results and retrospectives for the 2014 tests will be shared with the girls at the 

very commencement of the Term 3 Academic Fundamentals program. 
 

All non-OP Year 12 classes will continue to operate as usual for the Year 12 students who are not attempting the 

QCS test on these days and school attendance is required. The College is looking to run Work Ready Certification 

courses over this time which will add to students QCE points. Any students interested in undertaking these courses 

should see the office for further details.  

 
REPORTING  

As the end of Term 2 rapidly approaches teachers will be busily marking exams and assignments in order to prepare 

the end of semester reports. These reports provide an evaluation of the progress of your daughter in each subject.  

A thorough written assessment by each subject teacher comprises the substantial academic report and Home Room 

Teachers will comment on your daughter‟s participation in the life of the school, as well as their attention to such 

matters as uniform, punctuality and community involvement. I thank the teaching staff for the many hours of effort 

required to attend to these tasks both at school and at home.  
 

We are trialling sending reports electronically via email during the end of semester vacation period. If you have not 

registered an email address with the College, please email office@stpatscollege.qld.edu.au to update your details.  

 
 

Allison Elcoate 

Assistant Principal Learning and Teaching Operations  

 
 

mailto:office@stpatscollege.qld.edu.au
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PERFORMING ARTS NEWS 
 

PETER PAN 

Have you booked your tickets for Peter Pan? The students of Ignatius 

Park College, St Patrick‟s College and St Margaret Mary‟s College  

having been giving their best in rehearsals this week, preparing for a 

season of performances at the Townsville Civic Theatre. Come along 

and support your school community and see the extraordinary talent 

we have on show!   

 

Tickets available for the remaining shows: 

Friday 29 May – 7pm 
Saturday 30 May – 7pm 
Visit ticketshop.com.au to book 

 
 

 

BUILDING OPENING & BLESSING 

Congratulations to students of the Sisterhood Vocal Choir,  

lead singers and our Percussion students who performed the music 

for the Building Opening & Blessing last week. I was  

especially pleased with the singing from the College community –  

it‟s warming to hear the girls voices come together and show our 

pride in our school. This year, the student body has been singing 

together at every weekly assembly, with a singer leading the chorus 

from the front of stage. If your daughter is interested in leading the 

singing or playing an instrument on assembly, please see Miss  

Katherine in the Music Centre. 

 

 

SUBJECT EXPO 

Thank you to our performers who played at the Subject Expo on 

Monday evening. Well done to Chloe Elkington (Saxophone and 

Flute), Shannon Weaver (Percussion), Sarah Washington (Guitar),  

as well as Bethany Holloway, Julia Macario-Slatter, and Angela  

Auman (String Trio). A special thanks to three of our music teachers 

for coming along and supporting our students – Laurell Bourne 

(Woodwind), Paul Neilson (Percussion), and Georgia Martel 

(Guitar). If your daughter is interested in playing an instrument 

through the College or joining one of our ensembles, please  

contact the Music Centre for more information. Students who are 

thinking about studying Music as an elective in Year 9 or Year 10 are 

encouraged to contact Miss Katherine for information regarding the 

course of study. 

 

Yours in Music 
 

Miss Katherine Murphy 

Program Leader – Music 

Some of our St Pat‟s pirates on stage at the dress 

rehearsal at the Civic Theatre 

Sisterhood Choir performing at the Building Opening & 

Blessing on Friday 22nd May. 

Bethany Holloway, Julia Macario-Slatter and  

Angela Auman performing at the Subject Expo on  

Monday 25th May.. 
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The senior Geography camp at Mission Beach saw students out and about – 

learning about the world out IN the world. From Thursday 14th to Sunday 17th 

May, we walked and watched, looked and learned, questioned and conquered.   

Our little convoy set off on Thursday afternoon, accompanied by our intrepid 

leader, Mrs Rheinberger, her gentlemanly husband and the wonderfully  

supportive Mrs Lauder.  Arriving at our campsite, we whipped up the tents, 

strapped down the marquees and broke out the food.  Mr Pacey arrived just in 

time for dinner, then we headed out for a beach birthday party for Sierra –  

including sand-dusted cake and Mrs Baird‟s famous brownies.  
 

Friday was packed full of fun and fantastic learning. First up, Tony O‟Malley from 

Terrain Natural Resource Management spoke with our group about the  

difficulties of managing areas of land-use conflict, where conservation and  

development vie for the same territory, and about strategies for protecting the 

biodiversity of the area.  Then we set off on a hike up Bicton Hill, a challenging 

but really rewarding workout.  From the lookout we could see just what Tony 

had been talking about.   
 

The C4 information booth and nursery, run by volunteers for the Community 

for Coastal and Cassowary Conservation was hugely informative, with  

interesting display walls and a powerful video, and a couple of quiet moments 

for weary snoozers.  Peter Rowles, president of C4 and also a Terrain officer, 

enlightened us on the issues and introduced us to the native plant nursery.  

Later in the day, Peter, Mr Pacey and Mrs Rheinberger accompanied us on the 

Licuala Fan Palm Forest walk where we saw all the features of rainforests we 

had been learning about in the classroom, in real life.  Artiqua‟s David  

Attenborough narration was really helpful, and the most hilarious moment was 

Sierra‟s effort at laying cassowary eggs.  Ask to see the photos! And it was at 

the end of this walk that we got our first reminder that this was,  

indeed, a RAIN forest.  
 

That night, with gentle rain drumming on the shelters, Raven showed us her 

style, winning Bananas (crazy word game) time after time.  Sleep came easily 

after such a big day, but a few of us awoke with wet feet.   
 

Still, with spirits high, we set off to get our hands dirty revegetating part of the 

iconic Lot 66.  This block is a conservation area filling in part of the fragmented 

forest and providing a wildlife corridor, especially valuable for the cassowary.  

Despite the downpours, we planted 70 trees and mulched the whole area.  We 

all felt very proud of our involvement in this campaign and will always have a 

personal connection with it.  Our afternoon‟s creative reflection time at Mission 

Arts Centre was a lovely change of pace, prompting us to think and feel strongly 

about our engagement with the world.     
 

But the best was still to come – our visit to the Garner‟s Beach cassowary  

rehabilitation facility.  Not only did we get to chop fruit for and see the  

orphaned and healing chicks, but we were thrilled by the appearance of a  

magnificent father cassowary and his chick wandering the edge of the nearby 

forest.  Magic.  
 

The less said about the storms on Saturday night, the better.  Sudden sky-

opening . . . pizza party . . . roaring winds . . . torrential downpours . . . moving 

tents in the middle of the night . . . 2am passing out of dry quilts and pillows by 

Mumma Sue . . . Aaahh . . . fun times.  
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CLASS ACTIVITIES 
 

YEAR 11 BIOLOGY 
 

The Year 11 Biology class has been looking at the effects that  

development can have on local wildlife such as dolphin, turtle,  

dugong, mangroves and seagrasses.  
 

The class was fortunate to have Mr Leigh Gray, Manager of Water 

Quality for the Great Barrier Reef Marine Park Authority visit on 

Thursday afternoon. Mr Gray offered valuable insight into how  

ecosystems in the Great Barrier Reef Marine Park are managed with 

increasing human pressures.  
 

Mr Gray involved the girls in discussions on topics such as the effects 

that cyclones and development can have had on sea grasses, local  

turtle populations and the use of Cleveland Bay by the endangered  

Snubfin Dolphin. This was a wonderful opportunity to have a world 

leading Marine Park Manager visit our classroom. Mr Gray‟s visit has 

opened the eyes of the girls to the great work being done to manage our unique and beautiful part of the world.  

As a proud Reef Guardian School, St Patrick‟s College looks forward to engaging with such industry experts into the 

future. 

 

 

INTERNATIONAL ETHICS OLYMPIAD TEAM 

 
The International Ethics Olympiad is a program run by Dialogue 

Education involving schools from Australia and the United States.  

The program requires students to demonstrate higher order  

thinking and exceptional communication skills. Teams of students 

are required to study five case studies and then compete with other 

schools/teams online. The program helps students develop  

improved critical thinking and communication skills and fosters an 

international understanding of interesting, relevant and complex 

ethics issues. 

 

Well done to the St Patrick‟s College International Ethics Olympiad  

team who had their first match on Tuesday 26th May. Our girls 

were narrowly defeated by U.S. Ethics Bowl champions from the Raleigh Charter High School in North Carolina, with 

the final scores being 40.5 points to 42.5 points.  

 

The students involved were: Tiffany Alfred (Year 12), Jillian Fulloon (Year 12), Solange Jakis (Year 12),  Tiwonge  

Chilewani (Year 11) and Eveey Connolly (Year 10) as speakers; and Tadala Chilewani (Year 11), Monica Donovan 

(Year 11) and Dellis Irwin (Year 11) as research assistants.  

 

The team would like sincerely thank Mrs Ligia Learmonth for again volunteering to be a judge.  

 

We will now commence preparations for their second Heat in Term 2.   
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Mr Leigh Gray, Manager of Water Quality for the 

Great Barrier Reef Marine Park Authority, with Year 

11 Biology students. 

The St Patrick‟s College International Ethics Olympiad 

team, pictured with judge, Mrs Ligia Learmonth. 
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MEET OUR TEACHERS   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
We are very fortunate at St Patrick‟s College to have language teachers who bring their rich cultures and experience to 

the classroom. Japanese teacher Ms May Ito moved from Japan to Australia after finishing secondary school. French 

teacher Ms Lise Cerny grew up in French/English speaking Canada and moved to Australia ten years ago.  Ms Ito and Ms 

Lise promote the sharing and celebration of language and culture at the College. The Wednesday Language Club is a 

great way for students from all cultures to come together to share and exchange - not to mention sample the food! 

 

Lise Cerny  - French Teacher 

“I have been teaching at St Patrick‟s College for eight years. I taught for 32 years in Canada and reluctantly, I retired. My 

Tasmanian husband then took me sailing across the Pacific on our boat called „Aussie Rules‟. We travelled the East coast 

of Australia and when we arrived in Townsville it was love at first sight. I used to walk by St  Patrick‟s nearly every day. It 

was such a beautiful school and I could hear the announcements on the P.A. system as I went by. I longed to teach again. 

When I saw an advertisement for a French Teacher in the paper, I wanted that job and I haven‟t looked back. 

As a very young person, I loved kids. I have always wanted to be a teacher. There is nothing more exciting than seeing 

students‟ eyes light up when they have learned something new and they can say, “I get it!” Other students are vulnerable 

and it is a comfort to provide an environment where they can feel safe and protected. 

Early in my career, I taught French to Kindies. The little ones would run to me when I came into the class to show me 

what they had made or would tell me what they had done that day that was fun. A little girl who had Downs Syndrome 

loved school but she struggled to explain what she had done that day. One day she hesitated in front of me with the 

brightest of smiles and she opened her arms as wide as she could and she hesitated and then said, “everything!‟. That is 

exactly how I feel in my later years of teaching, EVERYTHING!” 

 

May Ito - Japanese Teacher 

“Since I was a child, I have been interested in animals. I fell in love with Australia when I was in grade 5 when I saw a  

documentary about its wildlife. So I came to Australia to study Zoology after graduating from high school in Japan. It took 

me a while to pass the government English test but I finally got into Murdoch University in Western Australia and then 

moved to North Queensland to study Wildlife biology and Entomology at JCU.  

 

I did a two year Education course to become a language teacher after that.  I love teaching Japanese at St Patrick‟s  

College because of its small size and community feel. Here at St Pat‟s, everyone knows everyone, feels you are a part of 

the school community, and can have a go. “ 

 

 

NOTICE:  French and Japanese will be offered through to Year 12 as of 2016. 
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“There is nothing more exciting than seeing students‟ 
eyes light up when they have learned something 

new and they can say, “I get it!”  

- Ms Lise Cerny 
 

Above: Teachers Mr May Ito and Ms Lise Cerny 
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COLLEGE NOTICES 
 

SIBLING ENROLMENTS 2016 

Enrolment interviews for places in 2016 are now taking place, including siblings of  

current students. If your daughter is due to start Year 7 in 2016, please contact us to 

organize an interview time. Enrolment application forms are available on the college 

website www.stpatscollege.qld.edu.au 

 

PETER PAN THE MUSICAL 

Tickets are now on sale for Peter Pan at the Townsville Civic Theatre, 28-30 May.  

Students from St Patrick‟s College, Ignatius Park College and St Margaret Mary‟s  

College are involved in the production. St Patrick‟s College Year 9 student Teal  

Warner has the role of Wendy and many of our students are involved in the chorus.  
 

IMMUNISATIONS 

Immunisations for students in Years 8 and 10  will take place on Monday 1 June.  

 

TUCKSHOP VOLUNTEERS REQUIRED 

We are seeking volunteers to help staff our tuckshop. If you are interested and 

able to volunteer some time, please contact the office on 47530300.  

 

BUS SCHEDULES 

St Patrick‟s College offers two bus routes and these are available on our website. 

Route 1 commences in North Shore via Kelso. Route 2 commences in Annandale.  

Bus timetables are available on our website. 
 

UNIFORMS 

College uniform jumpers/pullovers are available at Georgio Clothing. This is the only 

jumper/pullover acceptable in line with our uniform policy.  

Upcoming Events 
 

 

Peter Pan The Musical 

28-30 May 

 
Parish Youth Mass 

Sunday 31 May  5pm 

 
P&F Meeting 

Tuesday 2 June 

5.30pm-7pm 

 
Year 9 Pastoral Day 

Wednesday 10 June 

 
Year 10-12 Exam Block 

Tuesday 9– Friday 12 June 

 
 

Term 2 finishes 

Friday 19 June 

12.45pm finish 

 
 

Now Available 
 

Piano Lessons 

 

Wednesday Lunchtime  

Language Club 
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It is with pleasure that I welcome you here today to share in this significant occasion in the life of St Patrick‟s College Townsville. I 

extend a warm welcome to our special guests – Mr Ewen Jones MP, Federal Member for Herbert, the Honourable Scott Morrison 

MP, Federal Minister for Social Services, Fr Mick Peters our parish priest, Cr Colleen Young – Townsville City Council, Sr Marie 

Melville, Mercy Partners Representative and past Principal of St Patrick‟s College,  Mr Steven Mosch, Acting Chair of St  

Patrick‟s College Board, Sisters of Mercy,  Ms Trudy Clarke Director of Mission Mater Health Services, Mr Len Horner Chancellor 

of the Townsville Catholic Diocese, Dr Cathy Day, Executive Director Townsville Catholic Education, Members of the St Patrick‟s 

College Board, representatives of Townsville Enterprise, fellow principals, distinguished guests, ladies, gentlemen and last but not 

least, the  young women of St Patrick‟s College, Townsville. 
 

This is more than the opening and blessing of a capital building project, this is a celebration of the revitalisation of our campus and a 

turning point for St Patrick‟s College. This project has changed the face of our school and it has given our community a new lease of 

life. It is proving a drawcard for a new generation of students who will join us.  What we look out on today is a contemporary, light-

filled campus with six new modern classrooms comprising A Block and – a fully Wi-Fi-connected courtyard that provides not only a 

lovely breakout area, but also an innovative learning space. 
 

We have welcomed former students, teachers and friends of the College over the past few months who have called in to have a 

look at the changes. They have all expressed delight at the transformation and they are genuinely excited for the College and its  

future.   Although the campus may look very different now to what it did a year ago and certainly one hundred years ago, the Mercy 

values of Compassion, Respect, Integrity, Justice, Hope and Joy continue to be our foundation and we are guided in all that we do by 

the Educational Philosophy of Catherine McAuley and the Sisters of Mercy. The Mercy Charism is a deep and binding tie that unites 

all who love St Patrick‟s College. And this is why it is my pleasure to announce that we have named this beautiful outdoor space, the 

Mercy Courtyard.   
 

In moving forward with our fresh, new look campus, I am also today, delighted, on behalf of the St Patrick‟s College Board, to launch 

the College Strategic Plan for 2015 – 2020.  This plan has been developed in consultation with a broad stakeholder group and has 

involved many hours of collaboration and consultation. Our enhanced learning environment, together with our expert teaching 

team, and this plan for our future demonstrates our confidence and commitment to creating optimal conditions for our girls to  

develop their faith and to flourish as learners. At St Patrick‟s College, we strive to achieve the highest academic standards for each 

and every girl, and our pastoral care system supports them in becoming young women of independent spirit and compassion who, 

like Catherine McAuley may be inspired to lead a better world.  
 

This has already been a year of many changes. We have new members of our College leadership team and on our Board of  

Governance and a new residential team is in place in our Boarding House. We have rebranded and are in the process of  

repositioning the college and opening new markets. 
 

The next five years will see the College build on the developments of the recent past, during which time there have been significant 

upgrading and enhancement of facilities, changes in the technologies available to students and staff, and increasing awareness of the 

importance of our Mercy heritage in the way we equip our students to face the challenges of the future.  
 

The key priorities of the Strategic Plan are set out in this document.  At the very heart of the Plan are our students.  The welfare, 

growth and intellectual engagement of each girl is at the centre of the work of the College. Over the next five years, the College will 

demonstrate in particular, a commitment to the creative and performing arts as well as to science, technology, engineering and 

Maths – or STEM, and we are especially excited to be offering Marine Science as a senior subject next year – planning is underway 

for a massive aquarium that will span the entire wall between the Science classrooms;  we will also strive to have a greater  

commitment to community service instilling in our girls a deep sense of duty and responsibility to care for others - as it is written in 

Romans Chapter 12 Verse, 6: Let each one of us therefore, serve according to our different gifts….when you give, you should give 
with an open hand; if you are put in charge, preside with dedication; if you do works of mercy, do it cheerfully. 
 

Finally, we are dedicated to fostering international mindedness. Our girls will live and work in a culturally diverse world which is 

becoming smaller through a rich technological infrastructure; we must continue to break down barriers of societal insensitivity and 

equip our students with a global perspective to finding solutions that will transcend culture, race, religion and gender.  
 

Today, we acknowledge the proud history of this iconic college situated on the beautiful Strand beachfront in North Queensland.  

As the only Catholic and independent girls day and boarding school in the North, we are very proud of our heritage.  Established in 

1878, these walls have welcomed and educated generations of young women. This past has served us well and we draw on this 

strong tradition to take this College into the next era. 
 

I would like to say thank you to the many people who have contributed to this building project – our architect Ed Giacabone,  

Director G & M Consultants who has joined us today, our builder:  Watts Constructions and our landscaper extraordinaire, Mr 

Nathan Hughes from Oscape who is also here today. A huge debt of gratitude must also go to our St Patrick‟s College Business 

Manager, Christine Carr who has worked tirelessly to coordinate the project. I would also like to acknowledge Mrs Mary Leahy- 

who has been central to the creation of the St Patrick‟s College Strategic Plan - we thank her for working with many stakeholders to 

bring this plan to fruition. Finally thank you to our staff and students, who I am sure demonstrated great patience to work around a 

construction site, and who hopefully now feel that it was well worth it.  

PRINCIPAL’S SPEECH - BUILDING OPENING & BLESSING, FRIDAY 22 MAY 
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