
Term   1  |    Week 10    |    2015 

 
As we come to the end of the first term, I hope that our girls can look back and be proud of 

their efforts so far.  If not, the break will provide a good time to regroup and make plans for a 

more rewarding future.  College Reports will be issued shortly and these may help students to 

identify areas where they will need to focus their energy for Term 2.  

 

Congratulations to our Year 9 music students who have been successfully nominated to  

participate in the State Honours Ensemble Program for Middle School students conducted by the 

Queensland Conservatorium of Music - Georgia Espig (Flute), Lauren Franettovich (Soprano 

Voice), Bethany Holloway (Violin), Gabrielle Kassulke (Violin), Monique Warde (Clarinet), and 

Teal Warner (Alto Voice). Our girls will be attending a three-day intensive workshop at Ryan 

Catholic College, working with advanced music students from our region under the direction of 

outstanding music professionals from the Conservatorium of Music. I’m sure you will join me in 

congratulating our music students on their successful nominations and I look forward to listening 

to them perform in the final concert at Ryan Catholic College on Sunday 21 June. 

Silence is golden….At our recent Assembly I took the opportunity to speak to the girls about the 

power of quiet, stillness and silence.  With holidays just around the corner, there is a perfect 

opportunity for our girls to take some time to unwind and recharge. When we take a mental 

breather and turn our focus inward by reflecting, daydreaming, meditating and zoning out, we 

switch on our brain’s default mode. Scientists engaged in studies using brain imaging found that 

we process things differently in this silent mode – our thinking skills become sharper because 

there is increased efficiency of communication between various regions of the brain that are  

active when the brain is at rest. Silence also provides a fertile  environment for creativity to grow 

allowing the mind space to day dream and explore possibilities. With silence, we get to slow 

down and we have time to think.  

 

We are planning a visit to PNG in the second week of the holidays and I look 

forward to catching up with our boarders during the trip.  

 

At this most holy time of the year, I hope you have the chance to reflect on 

what the Easter season means to us in living a Christian life.  As we celebrate 

and spend time with our families, may the story of Easter Sunday fill you with 

hope and a renewal of spirit in the joy of God’s love for us. 

Wishing you and yours a peaceful, happy and holy Easter. 

With best wishes, Paulina 

 

Enrolments 
now invited for 

2016 

Principal’s Welcome  

Upcoming Events 

 
Term 1 concludes 

Wednesday 1 April 

 
Good Friday 

Friday 3 April 

 
Term 2 commences 

Tuesday 21 April 

 

 

ANZAC Day Liturgy 

Friday 24 April 

 

 

ANZAC Day parade 

Saturday 25 April 

 

 

Parent / Teacher Interviews 

Tuesday 5 May 
 

 

Cross Country 

Friday 8 May 
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PASTORAL NEWS 
 

“Use Lent as an opportunity to form our hearts” 
Pope Francis 

 
Pope Francis' 2015 "Message for Lent" has as its focus, fighting indifference in all its manifestations in the Church — in the  

institutional Church, in parishes and dioceses, and in ourselves. Pope Francis emphasized the need for all Catholics to reach out to 

those in the peripheries, and to not become self-referential or self-centered.  

 

We become more like Christ, he said, by hearing the Word of God, receiving the sacraments, letting ourselves be touched by the 

love of the Father and by uniting with others in prayer.  

 

We can overcome indifference, he added, by using Lent as an opportunity to form our hearts.   

(From OSV news weekly   https://www.osv.com/OSVNewsweekly/RSS/RSSDailyTakeBlog/TabId/975/ArtMID/14186/

ArticleID/16821/Pope-Francis-Message-for-Lent-2015.aspx) 

 
Let us remember this Easter to take advantage of this most holy of seasons to reach out to each other and let ourselves be 

touched by God’s love. 

 

 

Happy Easter everyone! 

 

Anne-Marie Hammond 

Assistant Principal 

 

 
BOARDING NEWS 
 

Our boarders have had another very busy two weeks  

preparing for the exam period and taking some time out 

to exercise and relax.  Activities have included: 

 

 Picnic in Queens Gardens 

 Tropical Friday dinner 

 Netball 

 Walks along the Strand 

 Vinnies program 

 

Our boarding students were also very involved in our  

recent Open Day. Our Torres Strait Islander dancers  

performed to a delighted audience and our hospitality  

students assisted in serving afternoon tea to guests. 

 

We are excited to be visiting some of our PNG students 

when we visit in the second week of the holidays. More 

information on this visit will be available on our FB page. 

 
Helen Spina 

Head of Boarding 

 

Our boarding students enjoyed a picnic in Queens Gardens 

https://www.osv.com/OSVNewsweekly/RSS/RSSDailyTakeBlog/TabId/975/ArtMID/14186/ArticleID/16821/Pope-Francis-Message-for-Lent-2015.aspx
https://www.osv.com/OSVNewsweekly/RSS/RSSDailyTakeBlog/TabId/975/ArtMID/14186/ArticleID/16821/Pope-Francis-Message-for-Lent-2015.aspx
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PERFORMING ARTS NEWS  
 

MIDDLE SCHOOL CONCERT BAND 
 
We have formed a brand new ensemble this term, the Middle School Concert Band.  

 

Our band is open to Woodwind, Percussion and Brass students in Years 7, 8 and 9 from Ignatius Park College, St Margaret Mary’s 

College and St Patrick’s College. Members of our band have been diligently rehearsing fortnightly on Friday afternoons in the  

Music Room here at St Pat’s.  

 

I am certainly proud of the commitment and enthusiasm of our band members and their attendance record this term. Under the 

direction of conductor Ms Suzy Sherriff, the Middle School Concert Band have been rehearsing pieces such as Glock Around the 
Clock by Michael Brand, Wombat Shuffle by Robert Perrin, and an arrangement of Lennon’s Imagine. 
 

The benefits of playing in a music ensemble are widely recognised. Being part of an ensemble promotes the development of many 

essential music skills. Playing music together promotes an awareness of others, encourages the development of listening in more 

than one musical line, and assists musicians to play 

more accurately in tune and in time with others. 

In Concert Band rehearsal, students are engaged 

in multiple tasks  

simultaneously, including playing their instrument, 

listening to others, reading music, and watching 

their conductor. Furthermore, Band provides  

students with the opportunity to engage with 

their music community and create lasting  

friendships.  

 

It is the vision of the College to provide students 

with group music making experiences that are 

enjoyable, challenging and  

memorable. If you would like to enquire about 

enrolling your daughter in instrumental music 

studies, please do not hesitate to contact me at 

the College. 

 

 

Yours in music 

 

Miss Katherine Murphy 

Program Leader – Music 

 

 

 

Our Middle School band rehearses at St Patrick’s College on Friday afternoons 
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Tickets are now on sale for PETER PAN, the Combined Catholic  

Colleges annual musical to be held at the Townsville Civic Theatre, 28-30 May. 
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CLASS ACTIVITIES 
 
VISIT TO PACIFIC NATIONAL 

 
On Tuesday 24th March, our year 9 history class 

along with our teacher, Miss Murphy, visited  

Pacific National, located in Stuart. 

 

We were excited and also curious as to what we 

would see, experience and learn. 

 

Our sixty students were allocated into six groups. 

We rotated through various activities that helped 

us gain an  

understanding of trains and the transport industry 

and linking this back to our studies of the  

industrial revolution.  

 

These included viewing a locomotives and  

wagons, learning about capacities, loading and the 

transporting process and getting to dress up in 

some of the safety clothing and equipment.  

 

It was also very interesting to talk to our guides and meet other members of the team to find out about the career 

possibilities in the transport industry.  We are very grateful to Pacific National for this opportunity.  

By Brooke Barrett  and Zaquayjah Santo-Tapim 

Year 9  

 

 

AUSSIE EXPO 

Our Year 7 & 8  business students held an Aussie 

Expo featuring Australian made products and  

innovations! The students have to design, market 

and sell a product of their own invention. The  

expo attracted a number of wonderful innovations 

such as recycled jewellery, the perfect pillow and 

Aussie baked goods.   

This event covers both business & economics and 

digital technology syllabi as the students also had to 

create their own marketing materials including  

business cards and flyers. 
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“Bake My Day” stall at the Year 7 and 8 Aussie Expo 

Year 9 history students with teacher Miss Murphy and Pacific  

National Operations Superintendent,  Mr Brock Beale 
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VISUAL ARTS 
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Year 7 Isabella Van Dyke Year 7 Jasmine Saverin 

 Year 7 students Erin Chin and Mollie Smith  

displaying their pencil cases made in home  

economics. 

Year 9 business students Mae Meekin and  

Gabrielle Downward with their shoebox shops. 

Year 7 Rose Congoo 



 

6 

Term   1  |    Week 10     |    2015 

FROM THE SPORTS DESK 
 

YEAR 7 GALA DAY 
 
 

On Friday 27th March, our Year 7 students participated in the 

Gala Sports Day at Ignatius Park College. The day was  

programmed for social sport, with students from St Patrick’s 

College, Ignatius Park College and The Cathedral School  

participating. The event was at the request of the Townsville 

Secondary Schools Sports Association as a way of  

integrating Year 7 students into the secondary sports  

program. It was a fantastic day and the students thoroughly  

enjoyed the chance to play sport socially and meet and make 

friends from other schools.   

 

 

 

VICKI WILSON COACHING CLINIC 

 
Former Australian netballer and captain, Vicki Wilson, visited 

the college on Saturday 28th and Sunday 29th March to run a 

clinic for netball coaches.  

 

Some of our boarding students were fortunate enough to 

meet and spend some time playing netball with Vicki during 

her visit.  Vicki is now the Assistant Coach of the New  

Zealand Silverferns. 

 

 

 

STAFF V STUDENTS NETBALL MATCH 

On Tuesday 31st March, a very serious netball game took  

place at St Patrick’s College - Staff v Students! 

It was a close match and we’re not exactly sure of the final 

score, but the teachers are pretty sure the staff team won! 

 

Our Year 7 students at the Gala Sports Day 

Our boarding students had the opportunity to meet former 

Australian netballer, Vicki Wilson. 
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VISIT TO PNG - EASTER HOLIDAYS!   

College Principal, Ms Skerman and Ms Elcoate are visiting PNG these holidays! More information will be available soon 

via facebook, so remember to keep on the lookout!  Ms Skerman and Ms Elcoate will be visiting in the second week of 

the holidays and look forward to catching up with students. 

 

 

DUKE OF EDINBURGH INTERNATIONAL AWARD 

 
St Patrick’s College is now a Licensed Award Unit for the Duke of Edinburgh Programme, and is offering the Bronze 

Level in 2015.  

 

A number of staff have volunteered to facilitate the operation of this programme, in particular, with the mandatory 

Adventurous Journey component. This year it will take the form of two overnight hikes, on weekends, during terms 3 

and 4. Participants will also have to complete a compulsory pre-journey preparation programme. 

 

The Award has 4 sections:  

 Physical Recreation 

 Community Service 

 Hobby/ Skill 

 Adventurous Journey 

 

For each level, a minimum number of hours , over a minimum time period, must be completed. Details of the Award 

and its requirements, are easily found on The Duke of Edinburgh Award, Queensland website. (Google Dukesqld). 

 

The Award programme is a recognized course of study for the Queensland Certificate of Education. Up to 4 points 

can be earned towards the QCE. As it develops skills such as teamwork, time management, and consistency in  

application, and encourages participants to push their own personal envelopes with regard to responsibility, resilience, 

commitment and initiative, the Duke of Edinburgh Programme is well regarded by employers. 

    

Participants are issued with a log book in which to record details of their activities in the various sections. These can 

be signed off by any suitable assessor in that area. (eg Dance Instructor, Sports Coach, Cadet Officer)   

On completion the log book is submitted to the Award Unit Coordinator, and sent away for approval.  

 

Both participants and volunteers are covered by Duke of Edinburgh Award Insurance, while doing Award activities. 

The initial cost of the Programme for the Bronze level is $140, with subsequent Silver and Gold Levels, costing a  

further $100 each. 

 

Duke of Edinburgh Award Queensland  has a very detailed and comprehensive website, and participants are strongly 

advised to access this and become familiar with the requirements for their particular Level. 

 

How to Apply 

 
Access the Duke of Edinburgh Award Queensland website. (Google Dukesqld) 

Print Participant Application Form for 2015 

NB        Level of Entry is BRONZE 

       Award Unit is St Patrick's College Townsville    Award Leader is Timothy McCluskey 

 

Bring form to school to be signed by the Award Leader, then send  payment ($140) to the address specified in the 

website. 
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PROCEDURE: STUDENT USE OF VEHICLES 
 

Students wishing to drive to and from school must complete a Driver Form with details of registration and frequency 

of use.  The form must be signed by a parent/guardian and the student, and be returned to the Deputy Principal.  In  

addition, students must supply their driver’s license for sighting by the Deputy Principal.  A photocopy of the license  

will be kept for the school’s records. 

 

•         Vehicles are to be kept locked and are to be parked in the parking bays on the Strand. 

 

•  Students will not be permitted to return to their vehicles during the school day. 

 

•  Unauthorised use of vehicles is not permitted. 

 

•  Abuse of privilege will result in a penalty being imposed. 

 

•         The College accepts no responsibility for loss or damage to vehicles, or damage to property stored in vehicles. 

 

• Students who are passengers in vehicles driven by other students must have previously completed a Student 

Passenger Form.  This form is to be given to the Deputy Principal.  Parent/Guardian and student signatures 

are required on this form. 

 

 

NB:  Required forms are available from the College Office. 

 
 

ST PATRICK’S DAY CELEBRATIONS  - By Gayle Pollard   

 
St Patrick’s Day 2015 was filled with excitement, tradition and lots of energy. Decorated Shamrocks, bookmarks, 

acrostics on St Patrick and Irish Brides were all part of the day’s fun.   

 

After celebrating Mass in St Joseph’s Church, it was time for the drawing of the Lucky Shamrocks followed by the 

Great St Patrick’s Shamrock Hunt, where Principalities House proved to be the team to beat. It was then time for the 

brides to parade in their finest gowns, fashioned from a roll of toilet paper and some masking tape. It was most  

appropriate that the Doms bride, named Irish, won the contest, wearing a strapless gown, fitted at the waist and 

reaching to just below the knee- perfect for a beach wedding. 

 

Congratulations to Thrones who were the overall winners on the day. The names of all the winners are as follows:- 

 Year 7 Shamrocks:  Abigail Horspool, Erin Chin, Chiara Hoedt and Layleeta Neil 

 Year 8 Bookmarks:  Jada Fickling, Isabelle Cafferky, Aayilah Pascoe and Ella Cobon  

 Year 9 Acrostics: Ella Hoedt, Gabrielle Downward, Tanishae Nona, Grace Battershall Alana Krause and  

Jai-Ann Eastaughffe 

 Brides:  Irish Araneta and her attendants, Meg Alloway, Madison Dwyer, Sophie Kelly and Reanna Yasso 

 

Winners of the Lucky Shamrocks: 

 Sophie Atkinson, Tiana Lazzaroni, Ms Bowles, Olivia Fuller, Layleeta Neil,  

 Maddie Rooney, Indyannah Saunders, Nellie Sands, Enya Flett, Emily Turner, 

 Maya Johnson and Tamekah Ninyette. 
 

Congratulations to all our prize winners and to everyone who participated in the competitions. 


