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Above |  Our Year 12 boarders enjoyed spending the day at Billabong Sanctuary with our new 

boarders during their Orientation Weekend.  

  

 

Welcome to 2016 and to the Extraordinary Jubilee of Mercy as decreed 

by Pope Francis. In celebrating this Holy Year of Mercy, a time of grace, 

peace, conversion and joy, Pope Francis calls us to live the light of the 

word of the Lord. As a school founded on the traditions of the Sisters 

of Mercy, we look forward to embracing this year-long celebration to 

be merciful by growing in a love which is courageous, generous and 

compassionate. 
 

This year we will see our Mercy Girls in Action take on community service projects 

with gusto and I look forward to reporting about the activities in which they will  

engage in serving others.  
 

The new year heralds a time for fresh starts and there is excitement in the air as the 

girls connect with new and old friends and set their course for the year ahead. We 

welcome our new Deputy Principal, Mrs Amber Hauff as well as new staff and students 

who have joined our school community.  
 

I have spoken to the girls and reminded them that our job is to show them that they 

can be more and do more than they ever imagined. I have asked them to be proud, and 

set themselves high standards.  
 

As we launch our new Marine Science course this year, I am very grateful to Mr John 

Cafferky from 3DConstructions and father to two of our students, who very  

generously donated his time and labour to construct the cupboards that hold our new 

aquariums.  Feel free to come and have a look at our new marine space on our College 

Open Day which will be held on March 17, St Patrick’s Day.  
 

In closing, I would also like to thank the P & F who hosted the Welcome Function on 

The Verandah last week.  It was a very well attended function and a lovely way for  

parents and teachers to connect with one another at the commencement of the school 

year.  

 

God bless 

Paulina 

 

TERM 1   WEEK 2    2016 

Upcoming Events 
 
  
 

 

Ash Wednesday 

Wednesday 10 February 

 

 

Beginning of Year Mass 

Friday 12 February 

 

 
 

Interhouse Swimming  

Carnival 

Friday 26 February 

 

 

Year 10-12 OP & Senior 

Studies 

Information Evening 

Monday 7 March 

 

 

 

St Patrick’s College  

Open Day 

Thursday 17 March 

4pm - 7pm 

 

 

Term 1 finishes 

Wednesday 23 March 
 

M 
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 FROM THE DEPUTY PRINCIPAL 
 

It has been a wonderful whirlwind of a start here at St Patrick’s College in this Year of Mercy. I am 

both impressed by and excited to work with, such a dynamic and passionate staff team in  

conjunction with young women who are both eager to learn and determined to build bright futures 

for themselves. 
 

Furthermore, I am very pleased to remind the College community that the academic teaching team at 

St Patrick’s College continues to be committed to finding innovative, interesting and relevant ways to 

prepare our young women for a rapidly changing and complex world, requiring flexibility and creativity to solve local 

and global problems.  To demonstrate this commitment in 2016, your daughter’s teachers will have  

opportunities to collaborate with each other towards professional growth goals, as part of the journey seeking  

continuous improvement in teaching and learning here at the College.  

 

Uniform Expectations 

Over the past two weeks I have been familiarising myself with the campus and the students at break times and  

engaging with the students in a variety of lessons and events. During this time I am proud to report that the vast  

majority of students have been outstanding in the way they have approached the beginning of the year with both  

gusto and commitment. I am also pleased with the students’ attitude and awareness of the College Uniform Policy, 

which is clearly outlined in the Student Diary and on the College Website. As the old adage states, “it takes a village 
to raise a child,”  I thank parents and caregivers as we work together in ensuring our young women continue to wear 

their uniform with pride, with only the permitted jewellery being worn, hats used at all times outside of classrooms 

and no makeup or coloured nail polish/artificial nails, as we help them appreciate the need for upholding professional 

dress code guidelines of most workplaces.  

 

Early Departure Procedures for Students and Parents/Caregivers 

The College understands that on rare occasions, students may need to attend appointments during the school day. A 

gentle reminder that in the interests of your daughter’s safety and wellbeing, we do require you to come into  

Student Reception to officially sign your daughter out for an appointment.  

 

Each and every day I spend here as part of the St Patrick’s College community I am reminded that I am so very  

fortunate to have joined a small, boutique College which is specialising in educating young women in the Mercy  

tradition for 21st century workplaces. In fact I spoke to staff and students at our welcome assembly about  

appreciating the unique ‘kaleidoscope of cultural diversity’ at St Patrick’s College that offers an immeasurable  

opportunity to reflect global work places.  

 

Thank you again for the warm welcome to the College and I look forward to getting to know the young women of 

this College and their families. 

 

 

Amber Hauff 

Deputy Principal 

 

 

  

 

 

 

  

 

 
 

 

http://www.stpatscollege.qld.edu.au/parents/uniforms-stationery/correct-uniform-requirements/
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FAITH & IDENTITY 
 

A warm welcome to the Extraordinary Year 

of Mercy! As Lent begins so does Project 

Compassion.  Ash Wednesday is next 

Wednesday 10 February, which signifies the 

beginning of Lent, a time that is set aside for 

us to prepare for Easter and draw us ever 

closer to Christ.  To kick off our fundraising 

for Project Compassion, we will celebrate 

Shrove Tuesday (Pancake Tuesday) by selling pancakes. 

 
Teresa of Ávila reminds us to act with  

selflessness and compassion when she says: “Christ has no 

body now on earth but yours…Yours are the eyes through 

which to look out with Christ’s compassion to the world. 

Yours are the feet with which he is to go about doing 

good.”  (Project Compassion website - 2016) 
 

The Year of Mercy will be our focus in everything we do this year.  The Mercy Girls in Action will participate in their 

varied activities with compassion and solidarity.  We begin with our Beginning Year mass which will acknowledge our 

seniors for 2016, welcome new members to our community and bless and consecrate our St Patrick’s College Mercy 

Gate.  I invite all members or our community to join us for this special liturgy. 

 

Anne-Marie Hammond 

Director of Faith & Identity 

 
 

 

PASTORAL CARE 
 

It has been delightful to see our girls settle back into school as smoothly as they have. We  

welcomed the Year 7 students and their Year 12 ‘Buddy Sisters’ on Monday 25th January, spending the day 

preparing them for a year of great and exciting learning, of friendship and of fun within the spirit of the St 

Patrick’s school community. Years 8-11 then joined us in the same spirit on Wednesday 27th. The  

excitement of re-connecting with friends, sharing stories and filling lockers with new books and learning 

tools was evident throughout the school. 

 

The three Pastoral Deans, along with myself, take on the wonderful responsibility of the pastoral care and 

wellbeing of all of our students. Our work is to ensure every student experiences success and builds healthy and fulfilling 

relationships with staff and with each other. We welcome Ms Athena Costopoulos as Pastoral Dean of Years 7 and 8, 

Ms Megan Christie as Pastoral Dean of Years 9 and 10 and Mrs Maria Franettovich as Pastoral Dean of Years 11 and 12. 
 

Along with our combined support and guidance, we have also been very clear with all students that we are regarding the 

expectations of behaviour, wearing of the correct uniform and using mobile phones as a tool for learning with  

seriousness and vigour. Along with teachers, we expect all students to have their diaries with them each day and take 

them to every class to record their homework and to plan for successful learning practices. 
 

As the term one moves along, the Year 7 students will be preparing for camp at Paluma. This will be a wonderful  

opportunity for our girls to further develop their friendships, explore a beautiful rainforest environment and to engage 

in liturgy. Year 8 to 12 will also experience a camp or retreat as the year progresses. 

 

We look forward to working with you to ensure your daughter is well supported, happy and successful in her learning. 

Benita Bowles 

Director of Pastoral Care 

 

Above | Our Mercy Girls in Action program will continue in 

2016, the Year of Mercy 
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ACADEMIC NEWS 
 
“Educating the mind without educating the heart is no education at all.” - Aristotle 

 

Year 10-12 OP & Senior Studies Information Night 

On Monday 7 March we will be holding an information session relevant to schooling in Years 10, 11 

and 12.  The information to be outlined will cover a range of areas such as: 

 

 What is an Overall Position (OP)? 

 What is the significance of the Queensland Core Skills (QCS) Test to OP ranks? 

 What is the nature of the Queensland Certificate of Education (QCE)? 

 

This presentation is compulsory for all Year 12 students and their parents.  An invitation is also extended to students 

in Years 10 and 11 and their parents/carers. All students in attendance are asked to wear their academic uniform.  

 

Tutoring Schedule 

A tutoring schedule for lunch times and after school is currently being collated, giving students the opportunity to 

access additional assistance in a range of subject areas.   Our teachers volunteer their time for this schedule and we  

anticipate it will be available and published in the next newsletter. 

 

Academic Mentoring  

Year 11 and 12 students will be involved in Academic Mentoring throughout the year.  This will allow students to 

individually work with staff to track their progress in their subjects as well as progression towards QCE and their 

estimated OPs or Selection Ranks, depending on their pathways.  

 

Should you have any further questions in regards to the new program, please do not hesitate to contact me via email 

abyrnes@stpatscollege.qld.edu.au 

 

 

  

Amy Byrnes 

Director of Studies 

 

 

 

MESSAGE FROM THE COLLEGE BOARD CHAIR 
From the College Board, welcome to 2016. It will be a year of growth, development and expansion 

and an exciting time to be at St Patrick's.  

 

On Saturday 23 January, the College Board, members of board committees, the College Leadership 

Team and Sr Sandra from Mercy Partners held a one day Board Governance workshop facilitated by 

Mike Willis from Effective Governance. We discussed our various governance roles, responsibilities 

and processes. As a result we decided that  communications of Board decisions to the broader  

community would be a priority. So you can look forward to regular updates following our meetings. I wish you all the 

very best for 2016. 

 
Sue McGinty 

Board Chair 

 

 
 

mailto:abyrnes@stpatscollege.qld.edu.au
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BOARDING NEWS 
 

A big welcome to all of our new boarding students and their families and to all of our returning 

boarders. This year has already had an exciting and busy start with our Boarder’s Orientation  

Weekend for new boarders and their mothers. This event provided a great opportunity for our year 

12 boarders to practice their leadership skills by helping our new students settle in to our College 

community.  While it was sad when parents and caregivers had to leave, there was a lot of bonding 

and fun as we toured Townsville, swam at Riverway Lagoon, enjoyed a sunset barbeque at the Strand 

and cuddled cute koalas at Billabong Sanctuary.  

 

It was amazing to see our returning boarders come back to school with such enthusiasm and positivity! Although 

there is much excitement and anticipation about all of the fantastic activities planned within boarding for the year, 

there is still a tinge of homesickness for many of our girls who have travelled long distances and are away from family 

and friends.   Rest assured our boarding staff are very experienced and well-equipped to provide the support, care 

and sense of humor needed to comfort the girls during this transitional period. Helping the girls settle back in to 

boarding has been made easier with the range of recreational activities they have already been involved in including 

the Strand Night Markets, the movies, swimming at the rockpool and a trip to Reef HQ and a beach BBQ at  

Pallarenda booked for this weekend.   

 

With the commencement of the school year it is important that we have all of the valuable information for new  

students and updated information for returning students. This ensures that staff are best placed to support the girls, 

ensure their safety and wellbeing and to be able to meet their unique and individual needs.  I ask that parents and 

caregivers of boarders to check that they have provided the most up to date contact details, medicare and health 

care card details, and any other information about your daughter that is relevant to her care and supervision.   

 

Please do not hesitate to contact me about your daughter and her boarding experience as myself and the boarding 

staff work collaboratively with parents, caregivers, teachers and students to ensure our girls are happy, healthy, 

strong young women who reach their potential. 

 

Sally Gray 

Director of Boarding 

 

 

Above:  Our boarding staff for 2016.     Above:  Our newly renovated boarders’ dining room/cafe 
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STEM NEWS - INTRODUCING MARINE SCIENCE 

This wonderful addition to the College has been made possible thanks to support from the St  

Patrick’s College P&F, A1 Aquarium, local father and builder John Cafferky and Reef HQ. 
 

The first week back in 2016 also saw the launch of the Marine Science program.  Special guest visits were made by 

Dr Nicole Webster from the Australian Institute of Marine Science (AIMS) and Great Barrier Reef Marine Park 

(GBRMP) Indigenous Partnerships member, Tony Kyle.  
 

Over the next two years, the students will use their central location on Great Barrier Reef Marine Park to gain  

interdisciplinary studies in Marine Biology, Oceanography, Conservation & Sustainability and Marine Research Skills. 

Over the coming months the students will visit world leading institutions such as the SeaSim at AIMS and Reef HQ, 

attend research camp at Magnetic Island and receive further guest speakers from AIMS, GBRMPA and James Cook 

University.   
 

A big thanks and congratulations to teacher, Mr Chris Pacey who has driven the Reef Speaks project and established 

the new Marine Science program. 

 

 

 

Above  The newly installed mini coral reef ecosystems housing corals, reef fish and predators as part of the Reef Speaks and 

new Marine Science program.  

2016 has witnessed the move of St Patrick’s College to 

the front of Marine Science in North Queensland with 

the launch of “Reef Speaks” and the Marine Science  

program. 
 

With many months of planning, the Science Lab has been 

transformed into a Marine Science Lab and the centre-

piece of the Marine Science Program at the College. It 

consists of three tanks dedicated to mini coral reef  

ecosystems housing corals, reef fish and  

predators. It is proving to be a big hit with the students 

as they get to see beautiful corals and reef fish (including 

Nemo and Dory!), reef cleaners such as sea cucumbers, 

as well as reef predators including lionfish and snowflake 

eels. Feeding time is a must watch affair!  

Above  Guest speakers Mr Tony Kyle (GBRMPA Indigenous 

Partnerships) and Dr Nicole Webster (AIMS) with Marine  

Science students. 



 

7 

Term   1  |    Week 2 |    2016 

 

 
 
 

PERFORMING ARTS NEWS 
 

 
AUDITIONS  

COMBINED COLLEGE MUSICAL 
Just a reminder that auditions for the combined 

school musical 'What's New Pussycat' are next 

week! Auditions will be held over two days: 
 

 Lead/solo roles: 

Tuesday 9th February, 3.30pm - 5.00pm 

 

 Ensemble and specialist dancers: 

Wednesday 10th February, 3.30pm-5.00pm  
 

Auditions will be held at the theatre 

at St Margaret Mary's College on both days.   

OUR ST PATRICK’S GIRLS IN ANNIE 
Annie the Musical will be at the Townsville Civic  

Theatre from Wednesday  10 February to Sunday 14  

February, 2016.   
 

Based on the popular comic strip, Annie tells the  

extraordinary story of a little orphan who finds herself in 

the lap of luxury with billionaire, Oliver 'Daddy'  

Warbucks.  
 

Most excitingly, four members of our St Patrick's College 

family are involved in this fantastic production.  
 

Our Creative Director of Performing Arts, Sandra Neal 

plays the orphanage manager Miss Hannigan, Year 7  

student Lara Stewart plays Kate and Year 7 student  

Harper Weekers is an orphan. Past St Patrick’s College 

student Emily Molloy runs all the action back stage as 

Head of Technical staff at the Civic Theatre.  

What's New Pussycat is a hilarious and fun jukebox musical with such hits as "Material Girl", "I Want To Be A  

Billionaire,” "One Way Or Another" and "Single Ladies". We would love to see a strong representation of our St 

Patrick's College students at the auditions.  

 

If you would like more information, please email Sandra Neal on sneal@stpatscollege.qld.edu.au and she will send 

you the audition material.  

Above |  L-R: Lara Stewart, Sandra Neal,  Harper Weekers and 

Emily Molloy are involved in the production of Annie. 

mailto:sneal@stpatscollege.qld.edu.au
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MUSIC NEWS   VOCAL AND INSTRUMENTAL MUSIC PROGRAM 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ensembles offered include  

 

 Glee Club 

 Guitar Ensemble 

 Guitar Quartet 

 Orchestra 

 String Quartet 

 Percussion Ensemble  

 

Most lessons and ensembles commence next week. Lesson times will be displayed on the Music Centre window and 

will also be communicated directly to parents via email. 

 

For further information and enquiries contact kmurphy@stpatscollege.qld.edu.au 

 

 

 

Above  Our strings ensemble performed at the P&F  

Welcome Function on Friday 29 January.  Pictured L-R:  

Julia Macario-Slatter , Bethany Holloway and Miss Lexi  

Gorton 

Introducing Orchestra! 

Our Music Department is pleased to offer a brand new 

ensemble this year - Orchestra.  

 

Orchestra is available to all students receiving lessons 

from the following instrument families – Strings,  

Woodwind, Brass, and Percussion. Orchestra forms the 

core ensemble for players of these instruments and  

attendance at Orchestra rehearsal and home practice will 

be paramount to the success of this ensemble.  

 

Rehearsals will commence next week at 7.30am on  

Tuesdays in the Music Centre. We are looking forward to 

seeing the different facets of our Music Department  

working together to create this unique musical  

opportunity for our girls. 

 

Vocal and Instrumental Music Program 

If your daughter is interested in learning an instrument 

through our Music Program, please contact Head of  

Music, Miss Katherine Murphy, for an information  

brochure and enrolment form.  

 

Lessons and ensembles are offered on a number of  

instruments, including voice, piano, strings, percussion, 

guitar, woodwind, and brass. We have a team of highly 

skilled and qualified staff leading the development of each 

of the programs.  

mailto:kmurphy@stpatscollege.qld.edu.au
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COLLEGE & COMMUNITY NOTICES 
 
HPE & PE NEWS  Term 1 practical lessons update: 
 

Students should have recorded in their College diary which of their Health and Physical Education lessons over the 2 

week timetable are practical and theory.  

 

All Year 7, 8, 9 and 10 students in Health and Physical Education will be participating in a swimming unit for their 

practical lessons, this term only.  All students are required to bring equipment for participation in swimming lessons. 

As students participating in swimming do not have practical lessons that require the College sports uniform, the  

College academic uniform must be worn to and from swimming lessons.  

 
STUDENT ABSENCE LINE 
We now have dedicated phone number for student absences. Please phone 4753 0377 before 8.30am to advise if 

your daughter is unable to attend school. 

 
 

P&F MEETING DATES 2016     
All P&F meetings take place on the first Tuesday of the month (during term time) from 5.30pm - 7.00pm  in the  

College Library. All parents are warmly welcomed. 

 
 Tuesday 2 February 

 Tuesday  1 March 

 Tuesday 3 May 

 Tuesday 7 June 

 
TUTORING AVAILABLE 
Experienced female tutor offering tutoring in the following areas for primary and secondary levels: 

 Maths, Pre- Calculus, Statistics and Calculus, Math (A, B and C) 

 Science, Biology, Chemistry, Physics, Anatomy, Microbiology, Biochemistry and Physiology 

 ESL/ IELTS/ TOEFL 

 

Hourly rate is $30 and group tutoring (2 or more students) is available at cheaper rates.  Please call 0450956226 or 

email  shl88@hotmail.co.uk  

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Tuesday 2 August 

 Tuesday 6 September 
 Tuesday  4 October 
 Tuesday  1 November 

mailto:shl88@hotmail.co.uk
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