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TERM 4    WEEK 8    2017 

AN EDUCATION DESIGNED FOR GIRLS 

 

Uniform Shop 
 
 

Mondays  

8.00am - 10.45am 
 

Wednesdays  

1.00pm - 4.00pm 
 

 

JANUARY  
 

JANUARY UNIFORM 

SHOP TRADING HOURS 

LISTED WITHIN THIS  

NEWSLETTER 

 

 
 

 The past weeks have been a series of endings and new beginnings with the Year 12 girls 

safely on their way to the wide, wide world while welcoming our new students to the Col-

lege for their Year 7 Experience Day yesterday.  
 

Our Year 12 girls finished well; classy to the end.  This year saw us with a new format to 

the final ceremonies and as with all changes, we watched nervously but with hope that 

each celebration placed the girls front and centre in each ceremony.  We can happily now 

say that the new format was a resounding success.  The Year 12 Farewell Mass at Sacred 

Heart Cathedral was a beautiful service that involved the special ‘Passing of the Light’ ritual as the girls 

passed on the light of Christ in our community to the incoming Year 12 students.   The Valedictory  

Assembly, our formal graduation ceremony, held the next morning saw each girl receive her Graduation 

Certificate and other gifts from the College.  It was also a moving occasion where friends and family and the 

whole school community were able to witness the wonderful milestone that is the culmination of 12 years 

of schooling.  Then, parents and family members joined the girls to watch them transform from school girls 

to sophisticated women as they stepped out at their Graduation Formal. Families were able to mix with the 

graduates and have formal family photos taken at the Welcome Reception before retiring to let the girls 

share their final time together as a cohort.  The young men and women conducted themselves with  

maturity over dinner, engaging in conversations and dancing the night away.  Many girls commented to me 

that our ball was different to other similar occasions they had attended as partners because the atmosphere 

was relaxed without any formalities and they were able to really enjoy each other’s company.   The girls 

loved having the best of both worlds; their families joining them at the Welcome Reception and then  

moving into dinner as young women stepping out independently into the world.  
 

Congratulations must go to Maya Johnson, a recent Year 12 graduate who has been awarded  a Bond  

University Indigenous Scholarship to commence in 2018. These scholarships are offered to Australia’s best 

and brightest students. This year, a record number of applications were received for these prestigious 

awards. We wish Maya the very best for her future success as she sets forth on this journey.  
 

I would like to farewell some of our teachers who are leaving us this year. Ms Benita Bowles, our  

Director of Boarding who originally came to us for a year and stayed for three, moves back to  

Melbourne to be closer to her family.  We thank her for her extraordinary commitment to the girls and the 

College and wish her well as she takes on a role as Head of Boarding with the Australian  

Ballet.  We also farewell Miss Jenny Herlihy, part time teacher of Business and Mathematics and Mrs  

Natasha Walker, Head of English and Languages Faculty.  We wish them the best as they move towards 

new opportunities.  Miss Ellen Reynolds will also move on as her partner has been transferred with the  

Australian Defence Force and we look forward to hopefully welcoming her back in the future.  We also 
wish Mrs Menkens, Head of Music and Ms Porter, Business and Mathematics teacher all the very best 

as they take maternity leave and prepare to welcome their babies into the world.  

 

 

Upcoming 
Events 

 

 
 

 

OFFICE CLOSING 

DATES 

The Office will close on 

Friday 22 December, 

reopening Monday 8  

January 

 

 

Tuesday 23 January 

All NEW students and 

Year 12 commence 

Orientation Day 

 
Wednesday 24 January 

All students commence 

 
Friday 2 February 

P&F Parents’ Welcome 

Function 

5pm-7pm 

Above | Beaming smiles at our Year 7 Experience Day.   

 

Finally, I wish our girls and families a safe and holy Christmas. We have had a great year and it is time to 

enjoy some rest and relaxation. As we prepare to celebrate the birth of Christ, we give thanks for all that 

we have been given.  I pray that your homes are blessed with love and happiness.    Paulina 
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DEPUTY PRINCIPAL 

Amber Hauff 

 
I would like to take this opportunity to thank each and every student at this College for their effort 

and energy throughout 2017. It has certainly been a year full of opportunities for full engagement and 
involvement. We have celebrated so much success and achievement across many and varied areas 

throughout the year.  We have farewelled our 2017 seniors in style and then we have welcomed our 
new Year 7s for 2018 with a fun-filled Experience day. I have witnessed so many moments of courage 

from both staff and students who are stepping out of their comfort zone and learning something new.  
The end of a school year also brings a welcome break for both students and staff, allowing space and 

time for critical reflection, rest and relaxation. Connection and quality time spent with friends and 
family reminds us all of how very fortunate we are. We can also look back on the year, what we are grateful for and perhaps 

what we need to spend more time building and developing next year.  

 

Parent Engagement   
Research shows that family expectations and aspirations have a substantial impact on student outcomes in the secondary 
schooling years. Family-led, home-based aspects of parent engagement, such as providing a general atmosphere and  

environment for learning, have more impact than parents having direct involvement in the content of young people’s  
schoolwork. We understand that families are busy and the majority of both parents work full time and have various  

commitments to balance. However, effective and positive parent engagement is still possible without physically being able to 
help out at events and attend P&F Meetings.  

 
Parents are strongly encouraged to take a genuine and close interest in the work of the College, are acknowledged as the first 

teachers of their children and engage as partners in their daughter’s learning. We encourage our parents to keep open lines of 
communication with Heads of House and subject teachers about their daughter’s learning and wellbeing seeking to understand 
how they can best support the healthy development of their daughter’s academic progress, resilience and confidence from 

home.  
 

Our College ethos, values and expectations for both students and staff are firmly centred on respect for oneself, for peers and 
for College property. In keeping with this theme we also welcome, encourage and expect that respectful and caring  

relationships are reflected in the ways in which staff, students and parents interact with one another and in the language they 
use in both formal and informal settings.  

 
We pride ourselves on being a school that is highly responsive and open to feedback and respectful communication  

surrounding ways we can improve the learning experience and outcomes for the young women. If you do have suggestions or 
skills/resources that can assist the College, we welcome your feedback.  

 

On that note, I wish you all a blessed Christmas and a Happy New Year! 
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FAITH & IDENTITY 

Anne-Marie Hammond 

Director of Faith & Identity 

 

 
 

As the end of the year draws closer, we get caught up in the busyness of school finishing, making holiday plans and preparing 

for Christmas.  In amongst all that is going on, take time to enjoy and be thankful for the many gifts God has given us.  Our 
Year 12s reflected on the meaning of Christmas and the way in which it is celebrated during our last unit in Religion and  

Ethics.  In our discussions it was evident that Christmas for them, is a time for family, for forgiveness, for food and for  
looking out for those less fortunate.  They were also very aware of the significance of Christmas for Christians and that in  

celebrating Christmas includes acknowledging and celebrating the birth of our saviour Jesus Christ. 

 
CHRISTMAS EVENTS AND TIMES 
 

There will be a Ceremony of Carols and Readings at the Sacred Heart Cathedral on Wednesday 13 December at 7.00pm 
 
Stable on the Strand is an important Christian outreach by the Combined Churches of Townsville that relies on the skills and 

giftings of up to 1000 volunteers.  There are many volunteering opportunities at the event and in the lead up to the event.   
 

Sign up online is now available at vrs.stableonethestrand.com.au or register at the volunteer Sign up day.  Saturday 2  

December 3-5pm at Mt Louisa House of Praise, 485 Bayswater Rd, Mt Louisa.  Phone 0411 756 273 or email  

admin@stableonthestrand.com.au to register your interest.  
 

Mass times for this Christmas season are as follows: 
 

St Joseph’s Church North Ward -  Christmas Eve vigil 6.00pm 
      Christmas morning 8.30am 

 

 

I just wanted to finish with a message of thanks to all of my teaching colleagues.  I am moving across the way to the Boarding 

House, leaving the regular classroom behind.  My teaching time at St Patrick’s College has been among the most rewarding 

time I have spent in the classroom in my teaching career.  So thank you everyone for your support of me in my role as  

Assistant Principal – Administration and as Director of Faith and Identity.  I look forward to our collaboration into the future. 

 

God Bless 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

An Advent Blessing 
Let us go in faith 

To ponder in our hearts 
The mystery of this moment. 

And may life be born within you, 
Christ Jesus be seen among you  

And joy of Christmas surround you like the angel’s song. 

http://vrs.stableonethestrand.com.au
mailto:admin@stableonthestrand.com.au
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                                      BOARD CHAIR’S MESSAGE 

                                   Professor Sue McGinty 

 
   St Patrick’s College has always had a reputation for being a close-knit community. The past students I 
   have spoken to have a great sense of belonging to the College and a great deal of affection for it.  

   Recently, I completed an Australian Research Council funded longitudinal study of predictors of success 
   10 years post schooling and the findings showed one very significant finding: that young people who  

   report ed having a strong sense of belonging at school at ages 15-16 are more likely, 10 years on, to  
   report better social, mental health and wellbeing indicators, than those who reported a weak sense of 
belonging at school at ages 15-16. Consequently, this research finding reaffirms my belief that your daughters are in very 

good hands at St Patrick’s College.  
 

The second thing I want to say is that my five and a half years on the board of St Patrick’s College is coming to an end this 
year. For three and a half years of that time I’ve been Chair of the Board and it has been a great privilege to serve the college 

in this governance role. Mercy Partners has appointed Sr Helen Mary Peters, as the new Chair. Sr Helen Mary brings to the 
board a depth of experience in education, policy development, and service with the underprivileged in our community. She 

also brings the Mercy Ethos and Spirituality alive in our board meetings when she leads us in prayer and reflection. Ms Anne 
Garvan from Sydney is also finishing her term on the board this year and I would like to take this opportunity to thank her 

and each of the board members for their dedication and many hours of work they do for the College? 
 

Thirdly, since my time on the board I’ve seen a fantastic reinvention of the College. It now has a reputation which goes far 
beyond this region; it has become the school of choice for parents and their daughters; My gratitude and that of the board, 

must go to our Principal, Ms Paulina Skerman, who has worked very strategically and tirelessly to position the College in this 
space. Because of her work and that of her outstanding staff, the College is now in a sound financial position with a strong 

Business Plan with an up-to-date suite of policies, which look forward with a vision for the future. 
 

Finally, I wish the young women graduating all the very best for the future. They must feel a great sense of satisfaction and 
pride in the school and gratitude to their teachers. They can go forward knowing that a solid foundation has been laid for 
them. Any young woman graduating from St Patrick’s knows that she has had the best possible preparation for her future. 

So, in parting I want to say thank you for giving me the opportunity to be part of this fabulous school. St Patrick’s will always 
have a special place in my heart. I wish you all the very best for the Christmas Season.   

 

 

BOARDING 
Benita Bowles 

Director of Boarding  
 
Term 4 has come and gone so quickly. Our girls have worked hard at their learning and ensured all  
assessments and exams were well prepared for and completed. On the weekends we have swum at 

Crystal Creek and Riverway; we have been to the movies, attended local cultural festivals and watched 
the victories of the Townsville Firebirds Basketball team. But this week is a week of goodbyes. Last  

Friday night we celebrated the final evening of the Year 12 girls being with us in boarding and our catering staff put on a 
beautiful Christmas dinner for everyone. The photo slide show reflected so many happy times, mischievous times and  

experiences together over the years. The Year 12 boarding girls looked so beautiful on their graduation evening and there 
were many tears as they said goodbye to their younger boarding sisters and reflected upon the wisdom of their years here 

and the future that lay before them.  
 

I would also like to say a final goodbye to all boarding families and especially to my beautiful boarding girls. I have thoroughly 
enjoyed working with your daughters and being such a big part of their lives, has greatly enriched mine. I’m heading back to 
Melbourne to be back with my family after three wonderful years up here in Townsville.  

Goodbye and God bless. 
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                                                    ACADEMIC NEWS 
                                               Amy Byrnes 

                                      Director of Studies 
 
    Another year has passed and I hope our students enjoy the well-deserved holiday period.   

    Throughout the holidays, students will receive their Semester 2 Report Card.  They are  
    encouraged to reflect on their academic progress throughout 2017 and continue to make              

    new goals for 2018.   
 

 

 

Report Cards 
All Year 7 to 11 students will be emailed their Semester 2, 2017 Report Cards by Friday, 1 December 2017.   
This report card will include overall grades for the semester in each subject and academic progress comments.  If you do 

not receive an electronic copy of your daughter’s report by this date, please contact Claudia Moloney-Luisis via 
cmoloneyluisis@stpatscollege.qld.edu.au  

 

2018 Stationery Lists 
All Year 7 to 11 students were emailed a copy of their stationery list for 2018 via their school email address in the last 
week of Term 4.  Students were also emailed their subject selections for 2018, as well as a list of all core subjects they will 

undertake.  A copy of the stationery lists for 2018 can also be found at https://www.stpatscollege.qld.edu.au/parents-
v88by7/stationery/ .  A reminder that all students are expected to have their own device (BYOD) for 2018.  Further de-

tails about BYOD specifications are included in the 2018 Stationery List. 
 

If parents wish to order their stationery online, they can do so by logging into www.kookaburra.com.au/login and using 

the following codes: 

Username: STPAT060 (the first 5 characters are letters and the last 3 characters are numbers) 

Password: studentpack (all lowercase) 

 

Further information about online stationery orders can be found at https://www.stpatscollege.qld.edu.au/parents-v88by7/

stationery/  

  

QCS Trial 
Year 11 students participated in a QCS trial tests on Tuesday, 21 and Wednesday, 22 November 2017.   The purpose of 

this trial is to familiarise students with the format and conditions of the QCS test.  This was the first time that Year 11 
students have been involved in these trials.  Students participating in the 2018 QCS Test will continue to be involved in 

trials throughout 2018 to continue to prepare them for the test on 4 and 6 September 2018. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:cmoloneyluisis@stpatscollege.qld.edu.au
https://www.stpatscollege.qld.edu.au/parents-v88by7/stationery/
https://www.stpatscollege.qld.edu.au/parents-v88by7/stationery/
http://www.kookaburra.com.au/login
https://www.stpatscollege.qld.edu.au/parents-v88by7/stationery/
https://www.stpatscollege.qld.edu.au/parents-v88by7/stationery/
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LANGUAGES 

French and Japanese students had a combined cultural lesson this week. The activities included making a gingerbread 

house and writing Christmas greetings in both languages. Year 8 Japanese students (below) also made a poster of ‘My 
Town’ in Japanese.  
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Uniform Shop 
Extended Trading November - January 

 

 

Our College Uniform Shop is located on-site at the College behind the Café by the Sea. The Uniform 

Shop is owned and operated by Wearrito  

 

Extended trading days for November – January are as follows: 

 Monday 20 November  8.00am -11.00am  

 Tuesday 21 November  8.00am - 11.00am 

 Wednesday 22 November 1.00pm - 4.00pm 

 Thursday 23 November 2.30pm - 4.30pm 

 
 
Tuesday 9 January – Saturday 13 January by appointment only, between 9am-2pm.  Appointments will 

run in 15 minute brackets and can be made via email, stpatricks@wearitto.com.au  We will have two staff 

on during these appointments.  

 
 Monday 15 January  9.00am- 2.00pm 

 Tuesday 16 January  9.00am - 2.00pm 

 Wednesday 17 January  9.00am - 2.00pm 

 Thursday 18 January   1.00pm - 6.00pm 

 Friday 19 January   9.00am - 4.00pm 

 Monday 22 January   8.00am- 11.00am  
 Tuesday 23 January  8.00am - 11.00am  

 Wednesday 24 January  1.00pm - 4.00pm  

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

  
 

 
 

 

mailto:stpatricks@wearitto.com.au

