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Message from the Principal    

 

Upcoming 
Events  

 
 
 

Year 7 Experience Day 

Wednesday 28 November 

 

Final Day Term 4 

Thursday  29 November 

Years 7-11 

 

Orientation Day for all 

New Students & Year 12 

Wednesday 30 January 

 

First Day School 

Returning Students  

Years 8-11 

Thursday 31 January 

 

P&F Parents/Carers 

Welcome Function 

Friday 1 February 

 
 

THE COLLEGE OFFICE 

WILL CLOSE FROM 

THE AFTERNOON OF   

WED 19 DECEMBER, 

AND WILL REOPEN  

MON 7 JANUARY 

Above | Mr Adam Juang with Evie, Sarah, Sarah and Charlotte - winners of the 66th Qld  Science  

Contest  Mathematical Investigation (Years 7 & 9) at  the University of Queensland.  

St Patrick’s College was awarded the Rowe Scientific Award for New Regional School.   

 
 NEWS  UPDATE  TERM 4  WEEK 6   2018 

 

For our Year 12 graduates the end of their schooling days is here. This week has been a series of  

farewells; a bitter sweet time for us all. Our boarders held their formal farewell dinner on Sunday evening 

and it was lovely to hear the girls in the younger grades speak about the impact the older girls have had 

on them, referring to the girls over and over as their boarding sisters.  We have also hosted a Year 12 

breakfast with teachers; the Farewell Mass where we have given thanks for our girls and provided them 

with the opportunity to pass on their light of leadership; and then the culmination of our celebrations  

ending with our formal Valedictory Assembly where all our girls and families have had a chance to honour 

our Year 12s. Of course, that is all topped off with the Year 12 Formal – high heels and gorgeous gowns 

(often months in the planning), signalling the transition from school girl to young woman.   

 

In my final speech to the girls, some of my parting advice was to remind them that none of us are entitled 

to anything, and that life is not always fair, but through the struggles and the triumphs, when the going gets 

tough, they must know that they are stronger than they think.  Too often this year, in our world, on our 

TV screens and in social media we have seen occasions where women have made themselves smaller to fit 

into the expectations of others.  I urged the girls to never shrink to fit and reminded them that humility 

does not mean to disappear.  I hope, with all my heart, that our school has gone some way to helping to 

nurture young women who will leave us stronger, smarter, kinder and more compassionate.  I look  

forward to tracing their journeys and to welcoming them back to the school as future role models for 

those who follow. God bless them all.  

 

Big congratulations must go to our Year 7/8 Debating Team and their coach, Ms Aura Parsons, for  

winning the Grand Final of the Interschool Debating Competition against The Cathedral School recently.  

It was a stunning achievement and Jade, Emer, Regan and Emma must be commended on their success.  

 

The Visual Arts Department must also be applauded on their inaugural Flourish Arts Evening.  The Art 

Exhibition reflected a depth of talent in a wide range of mediums from sculpture to painting, and wearable 

art to printmaking. Singer and songwriter, Abbi Booth in Year 8, and our String Ensemble performed on 

the evening creating a lovely ambience and our Hospitality students were an absolute credit to the school 

ensuring we were all kept fed with delicious food.  Much thanks to the teachers involved, particularly our 

Visual Art teachers, Mrs Geater-Johnson and Ms Costopoulos. Mr Todd Fellows from Pickles Auctions 

was highly entertaining in his role as auctioneer and we are very grateful to him for offering to facilitate 

this highly contested sale of teacher artworks.  

 

Finally, I wish Mr Adam Juang, our Head of Faculty Mathematics & Digital Technologies all the very best as 

he presents a workshop on STEM Coding at the 5th International STEM in Education Conference at the 

Queensland University of Technology next week.  Next year, the College will be offering our Year 7  

students a new semester-long course, STEM Coding based on Mr Juang’s workshop.  You can visit the 

following link to find out more  https://sites.google.com/view/stemcoding  

Blessings, Paulina 

 
 

  *  SIBLING ENROLMENTS - YEAR 7 2020  * 
Applications for 2020 are now being accepted. If you have a sibling enrolment for Year 7 in 2020, you are  

welcome to submit the application now, or let us know so that we can allocate a place. 

https://sites.google.com/view/stemcoding
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DEPUTY PRINCIPAL 

Amber Hauff 

 
 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank each and every student at the College for their effort 

and energy throughout 2018. It has certainly been a year full of opportunities for full engagement and 
involvement. We have celebrated so much success and achievement across many and varied areas 

throughout the year.  We have farewelled our 2018 seniors in style and are looking forward to  
welcoming our new Year 7s for 2019 with a fun-filled Experience Day planned for Wednesday 28 

November.  
 

 

The end of a school year also brings a welcome break for both students and staff, allowing space and time for critical  
reflection, rest and relaxation. Connection and quality time spent with friends and family reminds us all of how very fortunate 

we are. We can also look back on the year and think about  what we are grateful for and perhaps what we need to spend 
more time building and developing next year.  

 

UPDATES IN PREPARATION FOR 2019 
 

2019 Additional PC Group to be added to each House 
The College continues to grow and we remain committed to providing a personalised environment for our students. As a  
result, we have revisited the Pastoral Care Group numbers for 2019. To ensure your daughter is receiving the attention she 

deserves, we have made the decision to add another Pastoral Care Group in each House, bringing the number to five groups 
per House. Adding another Pastoral Care group to each House reduces the number of students in each group, creating a 

more intimate and nurturing environment. This week at Assembly I informed students of this new addition and invited any 
students who were concerned about being moved to see their Head of House over the next week. I also extend this  

invitation to any parents/caregivers who would like to discuss their concerns. Please make contact with your daughter’s Head 
of House as soon as possible.  

 

BYOD Reminders 
This is a reminder for all families that our College has a compulsory Bring Your Own Device (BYOD) program in order to 
further empower students to take control of how they use technology in their learning. All students are required to have a 

device to enable them to access the portal for learning, submit homework and assessment tasks and receive feedback from 
teachers through our learning management system.  
 

IT support staff will be available to provide assistance so that students are able to connect to the College network and access 
the required free software for learning. However, the school does not provide technical assistance to students to manage, 

support, repair or provide warranty for privately owned devices. 
 

Device specifications required: 

 11 inch screen or bigger 

 4GB of RAM minimum, 8GB preferred 

 Dual Core Processor minimum, Quad Core preferred 

 Windows 7 or Apple OSX 10 minimum, Windows 10 preferred 

 Fixed Keyboard with touchpad or wireless keyboard and mouse 

 The device must have a word processing application, a spreadsheet application and a video editing tool 

 
**Note – Whilst iPads and tablet devices will work in our environment, they are not recommended as your daughter’s  
primary device for learning, due to the limitations and possible functionality issues. 
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FAITH & IDENTITY 
Louise Doolan 

Director of Faith & Identity 

 
 

 

Tuesday marked 140th anniversary of the arrival of the Sisters of Mercy in Townsville.  It was an  

opportune time to reflect on the Sisters’ enormous contribution to St Patrick’s College and to the  
education of young women in North Queensland over many generations.  Our students shared a special 

prayer in their pastoral groups to honour the Sisters.   
 

The poignancy of Remembrance Day was brought home to us at our 100th Anniversary Liturgy, through the commemorative 

address delivered by Captain (Retired) Alistair Hutton, and the very moving Last Post and Rouse played by bugler, Major  
Andrew Ryder.  We were also very fortunate to have the attendance of Flight Lieutenant Aaron Whittaker.  Our thanks to 

our guests for taking time to join us, and also to our own Cadet Kaelah Whittaker and Cadet Dominique Johnson for playing 
special roles in the liturgy.  Captain Hutton reminded us of the many sacrifices made and the many thousands who have paid 

the ultimate price, defending freedom.  Lest we forget.  May each of us commit to being peace-builders.   
 

Congratulations to all our Year 12 students who on Friday complete their schooling.  Exciting times!  It has been a wonderful 

week of festivities, including the evening farewell Mass on Thursday.  I especially thank the five 2018 College leaders who have 

worked closely with the Faith & Identity Team – Mae Meekin (Faith & Identity), Alana Krause (Community Service), Pelista 

Pilot (Boarder Prefect) and our College Captains Anna Chapman and Sherree Wadham.  All five students have been  

inspirational and truly Mercy girls in prayer, action and example.   We wish all our Year 12 students the very best for their 

future endeavours and may the values of compassion, respect, integrity, justice, hope and joy shine brightly throughout their 

lives.   

 

DEAN OF STUDENTS 

Cameran Triffett 
 

 

RESILIENCE IN FOCUS 
 

As our Year 12 students embark on the next phase of their lives, it is important to look at the values 
they will take with them. One section of the 2017 Resilience Survey analysed the values of the  

students at St Patrick’s College and compared their responses to a series of questions against  
students from other schools who were asked the same questions. St Patrick’s students were above 

the average of other schools surveyed when asked if they believed they made a better community. 
These results are pleasing and reinforce the Mercy ethos of the College, which sees many students 

engaged in community service activities on a regular basis. Further reinforcing this result was the  
students’ response to the statement, “I help others.” Every year level at the College was above the average of students from 

other schools and more than 90% of students across all year levels indicated they helped others. It is clear from these results 
that the College community is succeeding in its Mercy mission to empower the young women of the school to serve others. 

 

Two other statements that students responded to were, “I stand up for what I believe in” and, “I tell the truth.” The  

responses varied depending on the students’ year level. Students in Years 10, 11 and 12 were above the average of other 

schools when it came to standing up for what they believed in, but students in Years 7-9 were slightly below. The results 

were similar when students responded to the statement, “I tell the truth.” To encourage students to improve in these areas, 

adults can model optimism and positivity. Students will feel more valued when adults in their lives listen carefully to what they 

say. Adults can show they are listening by paraphrasing back to young people when engaging in conversation. Furthermore,  

responding with an empathetic statement will demonstrate they understand the young person’s feelings.  Offering young  

people the opportunity to embrace difference also helps them to develop positive values. Discussing aspects of discrimination 

is key to developing in young people the skills of understanding and empathy.  

Here at St Patrick’s College we celebrate diversity and believe it is one of the strengths of our community. Finally, encouraging 

young people and adults to talk about people who have made a difference in their lives will encourage them reflect on how 

others make a difference.  
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ACADEMIC NEWS 
Amy Byrnes 

Director of Studies 

 
We have come to the business end of the term, with students completing assessment for all of their 

subjects, whether this be assignments, practical tasks, performances or exams.  During this time, it is 
important that students manage their time effectively including balancing their study requirements 

with other activities.  It is also important that our students are looking after their health through 
healthy eating, exercise and appropriate hours of sleep.   

 

EXAM BLOCK TIMETABLE 
Our Year 11 students will begin their exam block on Monday, 19 November.  Year 7 to 10 students will begin their exam 

block on Wednesday, 21 November.  It is compulsory for all students in these year levels to attend these exams.  The exam 
block has been emailed to all parents, carers and students and can also be found on the College website at http://
www.stpatscollege.qld.edu.au/academic-life/assessment-exams/.   
 

Conditions regarding Exam Block can be found on the final page of each exam timetable and it is important that students  

adhere to these.  If parents, carers or students have any further questions in relation to the Term 4 Exam Block Timetable, 
please contact me via email abyrnes@stpatscollege.qld.edu.au.    

 

YEAR 11 QUEENSLAND CORE SKILLS (QCS) TEST TRIAL 
Year 11 students who are studying an OP Pathway, or Selection Rank students who have elected to sit the QCS Test have 

been emailed the schedule for the QCS Trial which will occur on Monday 26 and Tuesday 27 November 2018 (Week 8, Term 
4).  Students have also been emailed a list of the stationery requirements that they will need for this trial.  This is the first  

opportunity students will have to familiarise themselves with the format and conditions of the QCS test.  Students  
participating in the 2019 QCS Test will continue to be involved in trials throughout 2019 to prepare them for the test  

scheduled 3-4 September 2019. 

 

SEMESTER TWO REPORT CARDS 
Semester Two Report Cards will be distributed in the holidays via email to all students in Years 7 to 11.  If you do not receive 
your copy of the Semester Two Report Card, please contact the College office.  This report is designed to provide an  

overview of academic achievement, behaviour and work ethic in each subject throughout Semester Two 2018.  If your email 
address has changed, please contact the College office to update your details.   

 

 

 

 

http://www.stpatscollege.qld.edu.au/academic-life/assessment-exams/
http://www.stpatscollege.qld.edu.au/academic-life/assessment-exams/
mailto:abyrnes@stpatscollege.qld.edu.au
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MATHEMATICS & DIGITAL TECHNOLOGIES 
Head of Faculty  

Adam Juang 

 

 

CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR WINNING TEAMS 
 

Sarah Bourke and Evie Cappler (Year 7) and Charlotte Merritt and Sarah Mosch (Year 9), under the 
guidance of Mr Adam Juang, participated in the 66th Queensland Science Contest Mathematical  
Investigation during Term 3.   

 

The girls applied what they were learning in their Maths class to 

investigate real-life problems and produced reports to  
communicate their discoveries.  Sarah and Evie investigated how 

to design a courtyard garden with the shortest perimeters.   
 

Charlotte and Sarah applied the theory of trigonometry to  
determine the height of the Big Clock. 

 

They were later announced as the winners of their respective  
divisions.  Our school was also given a total of $1500 cash prize 

for winning the Rowe Scientific Award for New Regional School.  
The award ceremony was hosted at the University of Queensland 

Saturday 27 October. 

LEGO LEAGUE ROBOTICS COMPETITION 
 

Hayley Rush (Year 7), Caitlyn Wheeler (Year 8),  
Emma Bryan, Alice Wiegmann, Clare Alexander (Year 

9) and Kayla Boothby (Year 10), under the coaching 
and mentoring of Dr Jay Burmeister, participated in 

the annual FIRST Lego League Robotics Competition 
during Term 3 and 4.  The event took place at the 

Central Queensland University on Saturday 3  
November.   

 
This year’s theme is “Into the Orbit”, in  

commemoration of the 60th anniversary of landing on 
the Moon.  The competition provided our girls with 

great opportunities not only to apply their knowledge 
and skills of Robotics and Digital Technologies, but 

also to interact with students from other schools. 
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  FLOURISH ARTS EVENING 
 

A big thank you to our Arts Faculty, students and staff for making our inaugural Flourish Arts Evening such a wonderful  

occasion. A big shout out to Todd Fellows from Pickles Auctions who entertained us with the highly contested auction, and 

to our musicians, hospitality students, caterers and many guests who joined us to celebrate the arts at St Patrick's College 

Townsville.  A big thank you to artist Laurie Nona for donating a magnificent piece for our auction and to all of the teachers 

who also contributed pieces to be auctioned in what was a fun and spirited bidding frenzy! 
 

Congratulations to Aaliyah Logan - winner of the 2018 People's Choice Award for her piece entitled, 'Self Portrait with my 

Younger Self' which was on display at the Flourish Arts Evening (pictured below right). Aaliyah's piece received the most 

votes during the evening. Congratulations also to Emma Kris (pictured below left) who was awarded the inaugural Flourish 

Arts Award, presented by Cr Colleen Doyle.  

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

  
 

 
 
 

 

   

 
 

 

 

 

  

THE ARTS   #ARTSLikeAPatsGirl 
Alyssa Kelly 

Head of Faculty 
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JAPANESE 

TAIKO DRUMMING REGIONAL TOUR 

 
Our Taiko Drummers had a wonderful time   

delivering Taiko workshops and a mini concert to 
the students at the School of Distance Education 

in Charters Towers during Term 4. 
 

  


