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Message from the Principal    

 

Upcoming 
Events  

 
Father’s Day Breakfast  

Friday 31 August 

 
Year 12 QCS Testing 

Tuesday 4 & Wednesday 5  

September 

 
Exam Block Years 8-12 

Monday 10 September 

 
Mercy Day College Mass 

Tuesday 18 September 

 
PNG Independence Day 

Assembly 

Wednesday 19 September 

 
 

Last Day Term 3 

Thursday 20 September 

 
Sony Foundation Children’s 

Holiday Camp 

Saturday 22 – Monday 24 

September 

Above | Our Year 11 students presented leadership speeches at Assembly this week with  

confidence and conviction.      

 
 NEWS  UPDATE  TERM 3  WEEK 6   2018 

 

 

This week I was reminded again that as adults we have a collective responsibility to model good  
behaviour, whether that be putting our phones away to have a face to face conversation with our  

children, not having that temper tantrum when things aren’t quite going our way or whether it is  
showing kindness to strangers.  You see, we are always ‘on’ - our behaviour is always on display 

and young people look to us to learn how to behave as adults.   
  

Young women must also learn from those who influence them the most that struggle and failure 
are all part of the story of life.  It is important to support your daughter when life is not going her 

way but equally important to let her know that it’s normal to experience difficulties. We are not 
going to be happy all day, every day, and it’s best that she learns life is filled with ups and downs.  

It’s the giving up and giving in that worries me; running away from a challenge often means not 
growing that protective armour that we need to get us through life.  This is the resilience that we 

talk about which is what our girls need to draw upon as adults to help them to get up when the 
going gets tough. 

  
Last Friday I was delighted to attend the Australian Education Awards.  Our College was selected 
as a Finalist for the STEM category and that in itself is a wonderful accomplishment.  We were in 

the top 10 schools in the country, so quite an achievement and yet, when the winner was an-
nounced it was not St Patrick’s College.  There was a momentary twinge of disappointment at my 

table, apologies even from one of our team for not winning.  And in that moment, when there was 
a feeling that we had failed, I reminded my extraordinary teachers that this is life.  We don’t always 

win the prize, but often we are enriched by being in the race, by having a go.  I held onto that mo-
ment of disappointment because it’s important to know how that feels, but equally important is 

knowing that it’s not the end of the world.  One of the teachers sitting beside me, turned to me 
and said, ‘this has made me hungrier for next time’.   

  
This week, our Year 11 girls presented their leadership speeches and in the next few weeks they 

will have interviews with me; then will come the Prefect and Leadership announcements.  Some 
girls will win and some will not.  And I know how the disappointment will feel, but I hope that they 

will have learned something about themselves and about life just by going through the process. I 
hope they grow through dealing with the disappointment. I hope they can be gracious in defeat, 

because this is a rich learning experience. Putting yourself in the race, taking a risk which can result 
in a sense of failure requires bravery - I want our girls to be brave! After all - she who dares wins - 
one way or another!  

...continued 
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Congratulations to: 

 

 Our Interschool Athletics team who won overall in the B Schools Division for girls in the Interschool Athletics.  
 

 Montanna Jones, Sophy Cafferky, Georgia Chalkley and Lucia Rentoule-Gallagher who have been selected to represent 

the College at the Qld State Schools Rowing Championships. 
 

 Ms Sophie Ricca, our College vocal teacher who is performing in the role of Cosette in Les Miserables by the Towns-

ville Choral Society. 
 

 Taiko Drummers who performed at the Townsville Cultural Fest. 

 

 Ellla Evans whose speech was delivered in State Parliament this week. 
 

 All athletes who participated in the Interschool Athletics Carnival, particularly, Brook Davis-Goodall -1st in 3000m and 
Sarah Bourke 1st in 800m.  

 

 Our girls who worked at the Parish Dinner last week – catering, ushering & performing. 
 

Finally, Assembly this week presented me with the opportunity to show early concept drawings of our proposed new building 
to our students and teachers.  The girls responded to the ‘big reveal’ with a collective, loud gasp of excitement followed by 

spontaneous applause. It was quite a reaction and I am thrilled that our girls have given a resounding nod to the design and 
direction in which our campus will develop.  

 
On Wednesday night there was a similar reaction from our stakeholders who attended a meeting at school to hear from our 

Board Chair and our architect.  It was particularly important to me to share the plans with the Sisters of Mercy whose lives 
have been lived on this site. They too were delighted that their legacy and the history of the College will be embedded in the 

design of a fresh, new space that will reflect the future direction of the College.    
 
Blessings 

Paulina 
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DEPUTY PRINCIPAL 

Amber Hauff 

 
PASTORAL CARE 
At our College, our Pastoral Care Team is committed to taking a proactive approach in developing skills 

that build resilience, promoting a school culture that emphasises respect, teamwork and participation – 

and reactive elements like providing comfort in response to hurt, or encouragement in the face of disap-

pointment. We all seek to support your daughter in developing a strong skill set to draw upon as she  

navigates her life.  

 
 

The purpose of Pastoral Care at our College is to: 

 Create a sense of belonging through team building activities, such as working together on community service projects, 

 Develop skills and knowledge through personal development and targeted workshops in order to prevent or address specific 

problems such as bullying, 

 Track and monitor individual student progress enabling early intervention in identifying and dealing with specific needs, 

 celebrating student achievements and contributions, 

 Provide guidance regarding study patterns, peer relations, post-school pathways and opportunities, and 

 Provide access to passionate and dedicated teachers who are good role models. 

 

Pastoral care is most effective when there is a strong partnership between home and school. Clear two-way communication,  

reminders and reinforcement (at home and at school) of strategies to support progress, and early intervention in identifying and  

addressing problems are vital to the effective exercise of pastoral care. 

 

 

STUDENT PROTECTION - ‘PROTECTING CHILDREN IS EVERYONE’S BUSINESS’ 
National Child Protection Week starts annually on Fathers’ Day each September (Sunday 2nd – Saturday 8th September this year) 

and is an opportunity for government, business and the community to come together to promote the safety and wellbeing of chil-

dren. 

 

Everyone has a role to play in protecting children from harm. The little things we do every day can help to create safer  

environments for children. This College takes this responsibility and its legislative requirements in this area very seriously and  

extensive policies and procedures about awareness raising and reporting child safety are in place. These are available for parents to 

view on the College Website.  

 

Through our Pastoral Care Program, students are made aware of safety procedures and reporting avenues as well. There are also 

posters in key areas of the College including, Student Services, the Mercy Rose Room, the Boarding House and the Library.  

 

The current School Student Protection Officers are: 

 College Principal: Ms Skerman 

 Deputy Principal: Mrs Hauff 

 College Counsellor: Ms Argent 

 

All College staff are training regularly and are always able to support and direct students to find further information in this area if 

they have queries about Student Protection procedures or processes.  
 

As a community, we are committed to justice and equity and to upholding the dignity of all people and their right to respect as  

human beings. Promoting safe, supportive and respectful relationships and interactions with others is an important part of this. It 

would be helpful for parents to take this opportunity to discuss this topic at home.  

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.stpatscollege.qld.edu.au/our-college/college-policies/
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FAITH & IDENTITY 
Louise Doolan 

Director of Faith & Identity 

 

 
 
 

 

As our students and teachers journey toward September exams, the challenges of juggling academic and  

other demands become more pronounced.  It may be relatively easy to be generous, kind and joyful when we 

are relaxed, but much more difficult when bombarded with multiple pressures.  The message we would like 

reverberating throughout the College community is that the Mercy values are central to the way we live each 

and every day, regardless of the avalanche of pressures we face.   Our aim is to treat all people with dignity and respect and live each 

day with joy and integrity.   

 

Teachers Ms Rochelle Sandilands and Ms Harriet Geater-Johnson model this generous and joyful outlook.  Last weekend they  

facilitated our Year 11 and 12 hospitality students serving at the Parish Dinner (one of many events where they have generously  

supported the wider community this year).  We were very proud of our hospitality students for their service and good cheer on the 

night and the dinner was a wonderful opportunity for them to practise their skills.  Lauren Franettovich (Year 12) and Chloe  

Dickinson (Year 9) entertained guests with their beautiful singing and senior students Pelista Pilot, Maia McCarthy and Sherree  

Wadham enthusiastically sold tickets as guests arrived.  It was a lively experience of school and parish working together and we 

thank Barry and Maree Tognola, Fr Joseph and Timothy Ham (Principal of St Joseph’s) for organising such an enjoyable evening.   

 

Last Wednesday our Mercy Girls in Action welcomed Trudy Clarke and members of Mater Mercy group to the College.  The young 

women shared projects and ideas, delighting in their common purpose.  We look forward to ongoing collaboration between the two 

groups and have plans to visit the Mater next term (pictured below). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Our community celebrated 20th Sunday in Ordinary time at the 5pm Mass at the Cathedral last week, where our College Chaplain, 

Ms Sarah Dixon and Head of House, Ms Athena Costopoulos and the Princes girls ensured there was nothing ‘ordinary’ about our 

lively and joyful celebration.  The girls read with great confidence, sang hymns with spirit and gusto, the Elders from St Teresa’s  

Garbutt and our students welcomed the gospel with a beautiful Torres Strait Islander procession, and Ms Sherri-Lee Hudson’s dance 

troupe led the reflection after communion with inspiring liturgical movement.  Thanks to Mrs Jacki Crocker and Fr Rod Ward for 

enthusiastically supporting our students and Masses.   
 

Today is the last of three training days for St Patrick’s and Ignatius Park Collge Year 11 ‘Companions’ for our September Sony  

Foundation Holiday camp, for children with special needs.  We continue to seek registered nurses to join our camp roster, so if you 

are a registered nurse and could volunteer a few hours, we would be very grateful if you would please phone Joanna Pacey in our 

College Office. 
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ACADEMIC NEWS 
Amy Byrnes 

Director of Studies 

 

 

 

ASSESSMENT CALENDARS 
As we come to the end of week 6, students are entering the busy time of the term.  Students across all 

year levels will be in the midst of assessment.  To support our students and ensure they are submitting 

their best work, it is important that students are managing their time effectively.  Students are encouraged to create study plans, 

utilise their diary and meet all draft and final date deadlines.    

 

It is imperative that our students have regular study habits to ensure that they balance their study and downtime.  A reminder that 

the Semester Two assessment calendars can be found at https://www.stpatscollege.qld.edu.au/curriculum-79u2k7/academic/

assessment-exams/ and will assist students to manage upcoming assessment dates.  

 

EXAM BLOCK 
Year 8 to 12 students will begin their Term 3 Exam Block in Week 9.  It is compulsory for students in these year levels to attend 

these exams and follow the conditions associated with the exam block. Parents and students were emailed a copy of the Term 3 

Exam Block and a copy can be found on our College website at https://www.stpatscollege.qld.edu.au/curriculum-79u2k7/academic/

assessment-exams/.    

 

To assist in managing their exam block time, a study planner was also emailed to all Year 8 to 12 students. 

 

During exam block all students are required to: 

 

 Wear full Academic College uniform at all times; 

 Have the correct equipment for their exams in a clear, transparent container or bag; 

 Sign in and out upon entry and exit of examination rooms and for study session;  

 Be on time for exams. Once an exam has started entry into the room will not be permitted;  

 Remain within the College grounds at a times and may not be signed out by parents between exams without prior  
arrangement with the Director of Studies.  Designated quiet study areas will be available for students between exams; 

 Complete all assessment to the best of their ability, using the entire allocated time to work and check their responses.  

 All students must remain in the exam room for the allotted time. 

 

During the Term 3 Exam Block, all Year 8, 9 and 10 students must remain at the College for all sessions and days.   Year 11 and 12 

students are permitted to go home during the Exam Block.  Year 11 and 12 students must be at school on the days when they have 

exams.  Year 11 and 12 Residential students are permitted to return to the Boarding School for quiet study when they do not have 

exams. 

 

 

If you have any questions or concerns in relation to the exam block please contact the Director of Studies, Amy Byrnes ab-

yrnes@stpatscollege.qld.edu.au 

 

SPECIAL PROVISIONS 
If students are away on an assessment due date or have been away prior to the due date of an exam or assessment they may be  

entitled to special provisions.  It is important that students are meeting all due dates, but at times, there are circumstances that pre-

vent this from occurring and this is when special provisions are put in place. Students must make an appointment to see the Director 

of Studies if they have an application for special provisions.  Further information relating to Special Provisions can be found in the 

College diary on pages 105 and 106.   

                  

                 Continued.. 

 

 

 

https://www.stpatscollege.qld.edu.au/curriculum-79u2k7/academic/assessment-exams/
https://www.stpatscollege.qld.edu.au/curriculum-79u2k7/academic/assessment-exams/
https://www.stpatscollege.qld.edu.au/curriculum-79u2k7/academic/assessment-exams/
https://www.stpatscollege.qld.edu.au/curriculum-79u2k7/academic/assessment-exams/
mailto:abyrnes@stpatscollege.qld.edu.au
mailto:abyrnes@stpatscollege.qld.edu.au
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QUEENSLAND CORE SKILLS (QCS) TEST 
Year 12 students who are OP eligible or who have elected to participate in the QCS test will sit the test on Tuesday, 4 September 

and Wednesday 5 September.  On these days students will sit four test papers including a Writing Task (approximately 600 words), 

a Short Response paper, and two Multiple Choice papers.  Students involved in these tests have been preparing extensively and the 

College wishes them the best of luck.  The College P & F will also be supporting our Year 12 QCS students as they host a breakfast 

on each of the test mornings for our Year 12 students.   

 

Year 12 students who are not participating in these tests will be participating in a range of vocational and study sessions.  Some stu-

dents who are not sitting the QCS test may organise Work Experience or attendance at their Traineeships during these days.  This 

information must be communicated to Ms Rentoule (crentoule@stpatscollege.qld.edu.au) prior to Tuesday, 4 September 2018.  

Year 12 students who are not participating in the QCS Test are also invited to attend the breakfast on both Tuesday, 4 September 

and Wednesday, 5 September.   

 

All Year 12 students and their parents were emailed a copy of the QCS Test Schedule and Non-QCS Student Schedule.   

 

YEAR 12 STUDY DAY 

Per the College Assessment Calendar, Year 12 students will have a study day on Friday, 7 September.  On this day Year 12 students 

are welcome to stay at home to study or to attend independent study sessions in the College Library.  If students elect to complete 

study at the College, they must be in College uniform.  While it is a study day, some Year 12 classes have assessment due on this day 

and students must ensure that they follow the assessment conditions and deadlines stipulated for their respective subjects.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

mailto:crentoule@stpatscollege.qld.edu.au
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DEAN OF STUDENTS 

Cameran Triffett 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

The survey found that St Patrick’s College students’ motivation to learn was above the Australian wide comparative data in every 

year level. The Australian wide data also revealed that students in Years 8 and 9 are the least motivated to learn. This was a trend 

reflected in the data captured in our survey last year. On a positive note, motivation increased again in Years 10, 11 and 12.   

 

In terms of engagement in learning, St Patrick’s College students were least engaged in Years 9, 10 and 11. This is comparative to 

data captured by other schools around the nation. It was pleasing to note that in every year level our students felt more connected 

to their school than students in other schools. 

 

There are many things that are being done well at St Patrick’s College and at students’ homes. However, there are many  

opportunities for both the school and parents to work together to help increase the engagement of the students. Students who are 

engaged and motivated to learn are less likely to engage in risk taking behaviours and more likely to engage with peers who are 

positive and productive. One recommendation to help student engagement is to have students involved in a variety of extra-

curricular activities. The benefit of team sports and activities correlates to student success across all facets of school life.  

 

Interestingly, the relationship between school success and participation in extra-curricular activities is especially strong for Year 8 

students. There are many school based and external activities that young ladies can become involved in to help increase their sense 

of belonging and their engagement with learning.  

 

Another key to engaging students is to ensure content is relevant. Now this cannot be achieved across the board every day in  

every class for every student, but the school does offer a variety of electives to ensure that students have some choice in what they 

study. Teachers also organise excursions and include a plethora of strategies in their classes every day to ensure that students are 

not moving from one ‘chalk and talk’ lesson to another, six periods a day. In order to be fully engaged students need to be  

interested in school. It is imperative that parents, caregivers and teachers encourage a love of learning in students.   

RESILIENCE IN FOCUS #4 
The Resilience Survey 

The topic for this edition of Resilience in Focus is Educational Engagement and Learning. Students were 

asked a series of questions that gauged their motivation to learn, engagement in learning and their  

connection to the school.  
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INTERHOUSE ATHLETICS 
 

On Friday 10 August, our girls made their way to the Townsville 

Sports Reserve for our annual Interhouse Athletics Carnival. All 

girls followed a new format this year as they rotated around the 

track to all events with their age group. This allowed for  

maximum participation and enabled the girls to show some real 

house spirit as they took part in both competitive and  

participation events.  

 

The day culminated in St Pat’s first ever ‘Queen of the Track’. 

This was a race that involved the eight fastest 100m runners 

from the day, and it was designed to crown 2018’s fastest girls. 

Congratulations to Peta Dickinson who convincingly won the 

race! 

 

As the day came to a finish, the house spirit continued as all age 

champions were announced; congratulations to:  
 

 U12- Sarah Bourke 

 U13- Charlize Barrett 

 U14- Katrice Foster 

 U15- Maleta Warrior 

 U16- Barbara Sigere  

 Open- Lillah Passi.  

INTERSCHOOL ATHLETICS SUCCESS  
Congralations to our girls who competed in every event across the two days of the Interschool Athletics Carnival.  St Patrick ’s  

College took out 1st place overall in the B Schools Division for girls  - a fantastic achievement.   

CHALLENGE GAMES 
 

On Wednesday 1 and Thursday 2 August, a team of seven girls took to the Townsville Sports Reserve for The Challenge Games. 

The purpose of The Challenge Games is to provide two days of fun, friendship and participation in a range of sports and fun  

activities for school students with a disability.  

 

Shakaya Doolan, Annie Noah, Ruby Maguire, Margaret Jackson, Kaylah Collins, Lashonda Major and Kanako Weightmann took part 

in two days of competition representing St Patrick’s in a range of track and track field events. At this event, Kanako and Kaylah  

proceeded to meet qualifying times for the NQ Athletics Team in 100m and 200m, and 100, 200, 400 and 800m respectively! 

Above |  The House Spirit Trophy was awarded to Princes 

House and the House Points Trophy went to Thrones House. 

 

 

HPE & SPORT  #ACTIVELikeAPatsGirl   
Lizzie Wood 

TOWNSVILLE RUNNING FESTIVAL 
 

On Sunday 5 August, Mrs Wood, Mr Pacey and Miss Thorogood were joined by 30 St Patrick’s  

College girls for the Townsville Running Festival. As a team everyone took part in the ‘Townsville  

Bulletin Junior 5km Fun Run’. For many of the girls, it was their first time running a 5km race which 

was a fantastic achievement. An extra big congratulations goes to Charlize Barrett who placed 3rd!  

(Pictured above) 
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THE ARTS   #ARTSLikeAPatsGirl 
 

Alyssa Kelly 

Head of Faculty 

 

 
 

THE ADDAMS FAMILY  - KEY DATES 
Plans are underway for the Combined Catholic Colleges musical for 2019, The Addams Family School 

Edition, hosted by St Patrick’s College.  

 

Auditions 
 Auditions for leads and ensemble:  Sunday 14 October at 1pm in the St Patrick’s College Drama Room 

 Call-backs (leads):  Sunday 21 October at 1pm in the St Patrick’s College Drama Room. 

 

Students from Years 7-12 at St Patrick’s College, Ignatius Park College and St Margaret Mary’s College are warmly invited to audi-

tion.  If you have a daughter enrolled for Year 7 2019, she is also welcome to audition in Term 4. Alternatively, we will be holding 

ensemble auditions for new students in Term 1 2019. 

 

More detailed information on auditions will be available in the next newsletter (Week 9), on FB and the College website. 

 

 

Seeking parent/family/friend helpers! 
We are seeking help with prop construction (including sourcing of materials), prop transport, set construction, costumes, hair and 

makeup. If you can help us out, please contact me on akelly@stpatscollege.qld.edu.au 

 

 

Sponsorships 
If you are a local business interested in sponsoring our production, please contact our Director of Communications & Enrolments, 

Julie Plath on jplath@stpatscollege.qld.edu.au 

 
Performance Dates 2019: 
Sunday 2 June - bump in, Townsville Civic Theatre 

Thursday 6 June -  Matinee performance for local schools who will be invited to watch a full dress rehearsal 

Thursday 6 June - Opening night 

Friday 7 June & Saturday 8 June (evening performances) 

 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

  
 

 

 THE ARTS CONTINUED... 

 

 ST PATRICK’S COLLEGE FLOURISH ARTS FESTIVAL 

 Friday 9 November 

 6.30pm in the College Drama Room and Café Courtyard 
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EISTEDDFOD—WEEK 9 
Most eisteddfod ensembles will be taking place in Week 9. Students will soon be bringing home details of times for each of their 

ensemble sections in drama, choir, dance, music and vocal. We are looking forward to another successful Eisteddfod season. 

 
 

VISUAL ARTS  
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

TAIKO DRUMMERS 
Congratulations to our talented Taiko Drummers who again performed at the recent Townsville Cultural Fest held at James 

Cook University (pictured below) under the direction of Ms Emi Miyoshi. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Students from Year 9 Visual Art 

have just completed their clay bust 
project. Students were required to 

each study an art movement, then 
design and make a clay bust inspired 
by the style and key concepts of 

that time.  
 

Students did an excellent job on 
what is  qu ite a  technica l  

construction in clay.  
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YEAR 11 & 12 AQUACULTURE 
Year 11 and 12 Marine Science students have been undertaking an Aquaculture Unit this term and have 

been investigating the role that aquaculture in Australia has to play in solving the real world problem of 

supplying increased levels of food for an increasing population.  This saw them attend Pacific Reef Fisheries 

Aquaculture farm earlier in the term.  

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
Continued.. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY #STEMLikeAPatsGirl 
Chris Pacey 

Head of Faculty 
 
 

 

AIR FORCE SIMIULATOR EXPERIENCE 
A group of Year 10, 11 and 12 students were chosen to take part in 

the Royal Australian Air Force Workshop and simulation experience.  

 

The Air Force Simulator Experience is an Air Force funded motivation 

program aiming to increase awareness and develop interest amongst 

young people in aviation careers (Pilot, Air Combat Officer, Air Traffic 

Controller) within the Royal Australian Air Force (RAAF).  

YEAR 11 CHEMISTRY - TITRATING 
Year 11 Chemistry students have been introduced to a common lab 

technique known as titrating - a technique where a solution of known 

concentration is used to determine the concentration of an unknown 

solution. The students went a long way to showing their promising 

chemistry future.  

 

 

YEAR 8 SCIENCE - THINKING SCIENCE PROGRAM 
Year 8 Science students have been engaging the past two terms with 

the Thinking Science program to help enhance their cognitive thinking 

skills. This has worked in nicely with their unit this term looking at 

forces. Energy transfers and transformations are important to better 

understand how energy moves around our world and how we can 

best manage our resources.  

 
 

The Senior Marine Science students were joined by the French  

students to experience how a commercial prawn farm operates. The 

looked at all aspects of farm operation including breeding, feeding,  

harvesting, environmental issues and market operations. Students also 

received some hints as to how they can look after their own prawns 

for the College’s first prawn aquaculture facility where they  

investigated the effects of temperature, salinity and density on the 

growth of the highly sought after black tiger prawns. This project is 

coming to its completion as the students write up their final report. 

They have done a fantastic job setting up a roster to ensure the 

prawns are fed three times daily, measured once a week and monitor-

ing their water quality to find out what conditions achieve the best rate 

of growth  
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NATIONAL SCIENCE WEEK 2018 - “Game Changers and Change Makers” 

 

 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Science Week had the theme, Game Changers and Change Makers. Students had the chance to take part in exciting activities 

throughout the week including: 

 

 PC group quiz where PC groups competed against each other in morning Science Quizzes. The wonderful Powers S led by 

Miss Spina took out the coveted pizza party prize for winning group. 

 

 The SCINEMA viewings where International award winning short Science films were played – the popcorn proved very  

popular. 

 

 The very popular Virtual Reef Diver with Fish Feeding. Students took part in reef monitoring and fish feeding to help better 

understand the Great Barrier Reef and how better to protect it. 

 

 Think Ladies Tinker Lab where students had great fun making virtual reality glasses. 

 

 The Senior Physics classes took part in Physics is Everywhere lecture series with a visiting lecture on Quantum Physics. 

  

  

  
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

The week started with the incredibly successful #STEM Like A Pat’s Girl Conference. 180 

students from 30 schools across North Queensland took part in this amazing opportunity to 

increase STEM participation amongst female students. They has the chance to engage with 

workshops from James Cook University, the Australian Defence Force and JAR Aerospace. 

These workshops enable students to see STEM in the real world, from problem solving  

humanitarian disasters to solving forensic crimes and using drones to make life easier and  

coming up with strategies in counter explosive detection.  
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LEGAL BRIEFS 

Visit from Mr Chris Davies – Associate Professor of Law 
 

How fortunate we were to have Mr Chris Davies from James Cook University visit our Legal Studies class, 

where he discussed legal issues relating to Sport and the Law.  Mr Davies has a PHD from the University of 

Sydney and specialises in Sport and the Law, which just happens to be our next topic!  He shared his wealth of knowledge of this 

area of law, providing us with interesting contemporary cases, to help in our understanding of the topic.  The current case of  

Andrew Gaffe and the eight week suspension was discussed and Mr Davies certainly got us thinking about limitations in this area of 

the law. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

HUMANITIES 
Liza Martini 

Head of Faculty 
 
 

 

 

PORT REPORT - YEAR 9 GEOGRAPHY  
A Tour around the Port of Townsville amazed the Year 9  

Geography class by showing just how interesting the Port can 

be.  We saw dinosaur-like cranes, huge containers holding  

everything from petrol to perfume, covered conveyors and 

pipes, pilots and tug boats.  We learnt about reclaiming land 

for expansion, widening the channel to allow for bigger ships,  

monitoring environmental impacts . . .  as well as checking 

out our own new Cruise Ship Terminal.   

 

Careers that the Port were also discussed;  we were given an 

insight into the range of jobs possible  and how to get them. 

Interested? Give them a call.  They would be happy to offer 

Work Experience to SPC girls! 
 

Huge thanks to Ngaire Bolton who led our tour group and 

highlighted what an import role the Port plays in the life of all 

North Queenslanders.  Everything would certainly come to a 

standstill if it weren’t for all the comings and goings that hap-

pen at the Port. 

 

YEAR 8 HUMANITIES 

This term the 8 Geography classes are learning all about 

coastal landforms.  Here they are on The Strand collecting 

data for their field report.  
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STUDENT REPORTER ON CAMPUS 

 

 

ROWING ROUNDUP 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The results were amazing. 

 Chloe Covington - Year 11 = 2 Bronze 

 Lucia Rentoule Gallagher – Year 10 = 2 Silver and 2 Bronze 

 Sophy Cafferky – Year 9 = 1 Silver and 1 Bronze 

 Georgia Chalkley _ Year 9 = 1 Silver and 1 Bronze  

 Maddison Warren – Year 9 = 1 Silver 

 Montanna Jones - Year 7 = 1 Bronze 

 

Head of the River was our last Regatta on 19 August out at Riverway. All rowers rowed with great determination and gusto. This is 

truly a support that test resilience and commitment. 

 

Four rowers have been selected to attend the State Championships are in Rockhampton in late September. They include Lucia  

Rentoule Gallagher, Sophy Cafferky, Georgia Chalkley and Montanna Jones. 

Hello! It’s been a really eventful six weeks back at school and  

already it’s assessment time! I hope our girls have recovered from 

the sports carnival in Week 4 with Princes house winning the Spirit 

Trophy and the mighty Thrones house coming in 1st for the Points 

Trophy. Well done girls for all your amazing efforts throughout the 

day; it really was great to see everyone cheering each other on.  

 

Since then, we’ve had success in debating, rowing, Taiko drumming 

and more. And we can’t forget the outstanding #STEM Like a Pat’s 

Girl day. Many exciting activities such as making and flying drones, 

stepping into some forensics, and learning all about  

explosives.  

 

Well, now we’re back into assignment mode. Girls, your exam 

block timetable has been emailed out to you and you can also  

access the Semester 2 assessment calendar on the school website. 

So, kick back into gear and remember: stay positive, work hard and 

make it happen.   
 

Ella Hall  -  Your student reporter on campus.  

Pictured |  Lydia Saldana Lopez, Brianna Stanley, Ruby Audas-Ryan, Ava 

Aldridge and Jakayda Schrieber.  

    

 

The St Patrick’s College rowing team have been training hard 

and have performed well at the all schools regattas this year. A  

fortnight ago we had the NQ School Championship Regatta out 

at Riverway. It was over the two days and all our rowers  

performed well. 

 

Chloe Covington, Lucia Rentoule Gallagher, Sophy Cafferky, 

Georgia Chalkley, Maddison Warren and Montanna Jones. Kath-

erine Hughes was out injured. 

 

As we have less than 7 rowers we are able to row in composite 

crews with other schools. 
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PRINCES HOUSE MASS 
 

Last Sunday, Princes House  hosted Mass at the Sacred Heart Cathedral.  This year, members of Principalities House are  

focusing our fundraising and awareness campaigns on the important area of children’s literacy. This is a global issue that we can 

support right here in our school community. Guided by Mercy Works, the development arm of the Sisters of Mercy in Australia 

and Papua New Guinea, we understand that closing the literacy gap is essential in order to reduce disadvantage in the world. 

Literacy is the gateway out of poverty.  

 

During Term 3, Pastoral Care classes collected books and stationary items to donate towards children’s literacy programs  

under Mercy Works.  Books were also donated by attendees at the Princes House Mass.  Pictured below are Princes House 

students involved in the Mass. 
 


