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Above |    Bon Voyage to our teachers and students heading to the USA  for STEM Trek 2018. 
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“They’re creepy and they’re kooky, mysterious and spooky, they’re all together ooky... 
The Addams Family…” 

 

 

I am delighted to announce that St Patrick’s College has been successful in securing the rights to “The  
Addams Family” (School Edition) stage production. After many years, 2019 will see St Patrick’s College 

Townsville as the host school for the Combined Schools Musical with Ignatius Park College and St  
Margaret Mary’s College. The Addams Family is a fun filled production and I am very much looking 
forward to the College taking the lead in staging this production.  

  
Huge congratulations must go to Mr Chris Pacey, Head of our Science Faculty and his team for being 
short listed for the Australian Education Awards – Best STEM Program.  Added to this we also  

recognize the extraordinary work of our Dean of Innovation, Mrs Annie Van Homrigh who has been 
short-listed for the Prime Minister’s Prize for Science Teaching.  We are dedicated to ensuring that 

our girls have every opportunity when it comes to learning and innovation as their sisters do in big city 
schools.  Being selected as Finalists in two separate National Awards certainly speaks volumes about 

our teachers, their expertise and the learning programs we offer to the young women of North 
Queensland.  

 
I also would like to acknowledge and congratulate our Deputy Principal, Mrs Amber Hauff who is  
nominated in this year’s Spirit of Catholic Education Awards as part of Catholic Education Week.   

Amber is recognised for her tireless work in implementing change that improves teaching and learning 
and supports greater equity in education.   

 
This week we farewell our girls who head to STEM Trek USA.  The girls will be accompanied by Mrs 

Van Homrigh and Ms Byrnes and will travel to NASA Space Camp where they will complete elements 
of NASA astronaut training program that include: experiencing a micro-gravity environment,  

coordinating exploratory missions to Mars and The Moon, and conducting experiments using robotics. 
In the second week, they will travel to Washington DC to tour the Smithsonian Museums, the Udvar 

Hazy Centre and explore historically significant landmarks in the nation’s capital.  The trip concludes 
with four nights in Orlando where they will have lunch with an astronaut and tour the facilities at the 

Kennedy Space Centre.  We wish them a safe journey and look forward to following their adventure 
with regular Facebook updates.  This opportunity is offered to our girls in Years 10 – 12 every two 

years.  
 

While some of our girls are immersed in Space Camp USA, eight others will have a more local  
educational adventure, having received full scholarships to attend the JCU Winter School these  
holidays.  Ella Evans has also been selected as a delegate in the UN Youth Australia  National  

Conference in Adelaide, focusing on the future of democracy. We wish the girls well as they immerse 
themselves in these experiences.  

 
  

 

 
Winter Gala 

Friday 22 June 

 
STEM Trek USA  

departs 

Saturday 23 June 

 
Term 3 commences 

Tuesday 17 July 

 
Mulkadee Youth Arts 

Festival  

Mon 23 - Fri 27 July 

 
Catholic Education 

Week 

Sun 29 July - Sat 4  

August 

 
PRINCIPAL’S 

OPEN HOUR 

FRIDAY 3  

AUGUST - 9AM 
 ...continued 
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For the third year running our students will be attending Cairns Indigenous Art Fair (CIAF) to sell work that they have made 

and enjoy the valuable experience of promoting and discussing their ideas with customers in a busy market environment. This 
year we will be one of only two schools exhibiting. The girls have been working hard to create a series of prints, a ceramics 

range and printed textile pieces to sell. Four year 12 students, Mrs Geater-Johnson and Ms Costopolous will accompany girls 
to Cairns during the holidays. 

 
Our Cross Country team was successful once again this year taking out 1st place for the Interschool Cross Country.  Special  

congratulations must go to Charlize Barrett and Evelyn Holmes who placed 4th and 6th respectively in the U13 and Brooke 
Davis Goodall who placed 7th in the U14.  These girls will now compete in the Queensland School Sport 10-19 Years Cross 

Country Championships. 
 

Last Friday I hosted almost 20 school Principals at the College for morning tea and a College Tour.  The Principals are  
members of the Australian Heads of Independent Schools Association, Queensland. It was a lovely opportunity to show case 

our extraordinary location and perfect winter weather.  Our girls, were, as always, wonderful ambassadors for our school, 
articulate, polite and confident and I felt very proud to present our school and our achievements. 

 
Tonight, past pupils, parents, friends of the College, staff and students will come together to celebrate the rich friendships that 

have been made possible through being a part of the rich tapestry that is St Patrick’s College Townsville at the Winter Gala.  I 
am particularly looking forward to hearing from past pupil Dr Fiona Hukula, who personifies what it means to be a St Patrick’s 

College alumnus – she is an intelligent woman, compassionate and determined to make the world a better place.  
 
Finally, I wish you all a restful and safe break.  Our school is a very busy place and this newsletter alone highlights the very 

broad and rich opportunities in which our girls engage.  It is time for a rest.  My husband and I will take a short break away 
and I am certainly looking forward to disconnecting from technology, deadlines and decision-making for a little while.  Until 

next term… 
 

Blessings 
Paulina 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Above |  Yesterday we made the “big reveal” - the name of next year’s Combined Schools Musical - The Addams 

Family. Meet the family - LR: Uncle Lester, Pugsley, Lurch, Grandma, Mortitia, Wednesday and Gomez.  

Auditions will take place in Term 4. 
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DEPUTY PRINCIPAL 

Amber Hauff 

 
 
 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank each and every student at this College for their effort 

and energy throughout Semester One. It has certainly been a semester full of opportunities for  
engagement and involvement across all dimensions of the College. I have witnessed so many  

moments of courage from both staff and students who are stepping out of their comfort zone and 
learning or trying something new.  

 
The end of a semester brings a welcome break for both students and staff, allowing space and time for critical reflection, rest 

and relaxation. Connection and quality time spent with friends and family reminds us all of how very fortunate we are. We can 
also look back on the semester, what we are grateful for and perhaps what we need to spend more time building and  

developing next semester.  
 

Parent Engagement   
 

Research shows that family expectations and aspirations have a substantial impact on student outcomes in the secondary 

schooling years. Family-led, home-based aspects of parent engagement, such as providing a general atmosphere and  
environment for learning, have more impact than parents having direct involvement in the content of young people’s school-

work. We understand that families are busy and the majority of both parents work full time and have various commitments to 
balance. However, effective and positive parent engagement is still possible without physically being able to help out at events 

and attend P&F Meetings.  
 

Parents are strongly encouraged to take a genuine and close interest in the work of the College, are acknowledged as the first 
teachers of their children and engage as partners in their daughter’s learning. We encourage our parents to keep open lines of 

communication with Heads of House and subject teachers about their daughter’s learning and wellbeing seeking to understand 
how they can best support the healthy development of their daughter’s academic progress, resilience and confidence from 
home.  

 
Our College ethos, values and expectations for both students and staff are firmly centred on respect for oneself, for peers and 

for College property. In keeping with this theme we also welcome, encourage and expect that respectful and caring  
relationships are reflected in the ways in which staff, students and parents interact with one another and in the language they 

use in both formal and informal settings.  
 

We pride ourselves on being a school that is highly responsive and open to feedback and respectful communication  
surrounding ways we can improve the learning experience and outcomes for our young women. If you do have suggestions or 

skills/resources that can assist the College, we welcome your feedback. 

 
College Group Photos: 19 & 20 July 2018 (Week 1 Term 3) 
 

College individual and group photographs will be taken by Academy School Photography on the Thursday & Friday of week 1 
Term 3. Parents and Caregivers are reminded that only students who meet the College’s standards regarding uniform policy 

will be photographed. Packs will be available for purchase and it is important families know that the Group Photo to be  
included in the pack will be your daughter’s Pastoral Care Group photo. House Group, Year Level and other group photos 

will be available for separate purchase.  
 

This year we are also facilitating an Alumni photo consisting of all current students who have family members who are past 
pupils of the College.  Please note that many of these group photos will also be included in the Year Book which is released 

early the following year.  

 

A flyer will be sent home along with a letter detailing how ordering and payment can be made.  Orders will need to be placed 

online at ios.academyphoto.com.au using your daughter’s Secure Shoot Key, which will be provided on the flyer, by the 10 
August 2018.  If you have any difficulty ordering online, you may contact Academy School Photography on 3801 4407.   

 

http://www.academyphoto.com.au/products-for-parents/
http://ios.academyphoto.com.au/login_shoot
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FAITH & IDENTITY 
Louise Doolan 

Director of Faith & Identity 

 

During the first week of the holidays seven of the Sisters of Mercy will celebrate their Diamond Jubilee 

with a special Mass 10.00 am Wednesday 27th June at St Joseph’s Church, The Strand.  We thank Sisters 
Anita Ready, Marie Therese Longan, Mary Philomena Loath, Regina O’Riordan, Josephine Martyn, Paul 

Mary Hindom and Nina Barra for 60 years of selfless service.  Many of these Sisters have served at the 
College and we will honour them in a special way next term. 

 
World Challenge information night with parents took place earlier in the month and planning for the Nov 2019 trip to Nepal 

is now underway.  The launch will take place July 30.  
 

Over the last fortnight we have undertaken interviews with parents and carers interested in their little ones attending our 
September Sony Camp.  The camp promises to be a fun filled experience.  Conducting these interviews with our teacher and 

registered nurse Lisa Mowbray, and being in conversation with these amazing parents, has been a rich experience.   
 

Special thanks to Sarah Dixon our College Chaplain, and Year 12 students Mae Meekin, Anna Chapman and Alana Krause for 
the energy and leadership they have provided during the term.   
 

We are filled with gratitude for the term that has been.  Best wishes to all for a happy holiday. 

 
 

DEAN OF STUDENTS 

Cameran Triffett 
 
 

 

The Resilience Survey 
 

For students to develop resilience, a combination of support from home and school must be  

engendered. Students must feel safe, healthy and fulfilled. Young people who have hope, are engaged 
in their learning and  have boundaries and expectations are more likely to be resilient. Boundaries and 

expectations are a part of school life. There are expectations about how students must behave, built 
upon the notion of respect for others and themselves. Teachers and parents have the  

responsibility to establish boundaries and expectations.  
 

At home parents can be clear about routines. Establish routines around meal times and bedtime. It is fundamentally important 
in this modern age that boundaries around technology be established. Simple rules like insisting that your daughter charge her 

technological device overnight in a common area rather than her room will help to establish a routine. This will also reduce 
the likelihood that sleep patterns are disrupted. Adequate sleep is fundamental to raising healthy, engaged and resilient chil-

dren.  
 

The 2017 Resilience Survey revealed that sleep patterns of St Patrick’s students decline as they get older. This could be due to 
many factors, but the reduction in sleep seems to correlate with the students’ increasing use of devices after 10pm. As  

students age it is right that they be given more responsibility, but to ensure they build resilience boundaries must still be  
maintained. Working together at school and at home will help us all ensure St Patrick’s students are given the tools to  

succeed.  
 

Why Is Sleep Important? 
Sleep plays a vital role in good health and well-being throughout your life. Getting enough quality sleep at the right times can 
help protect your mental health, physical health, quality of life, and safety. The way you feel while you're awake depends in 

part on what happens while you're sleeping. During sleep, your body is working to support healthy brain function and maintain 
your physical health. In children and teens, sleep also helps support growth and development. 
 

Recommended sleep times 

 
 

 

6-13 years 9 to 11 hours   

14-17 years 8 to 10 hours   
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ACADEMIC NEWS 
Amy Byrnes 

Director of Studies 

 

Students have been in the midst of assessment throughout the semester.  I hope they take the time 

to enjoy their holiday period, refresh and reflect on their academic progress.  Following this,  
students are encouraged to re-evaluate their academic goals and plan for continued academic success 

in Semester Two.   

 

Report Cards 
Semester One Report Cards will be distributed in the holidays via email.  If you do not receive your copy, please contact the 

College office.  This report is designed to provide an overview of academic achievement, behaviour and work ethic in each 
subject throughout Semester One 2018.   
 

Academic Conferences   (Parent/Teacher/Student interviews) 
Following the distribution of Semester One Report Cards, Academic Conferences will be held in Term 3 on two different 
dates.  Bookings for Academic Conferences can be made by accessing www.sobs.com.au.  An email will be sent to all parents/

caregivers when online bookings open.  The two academic reporting dates are: 
 

 Thursday, 19 July (3.30pm to 7pm).  Bookings for these sessions will close on Wednesday, 18 July (5pm). 

 Thursday, 26 July 2018 (3.30pm to 5pm).  Bookings for these sessions will close on Wednesday, 25 July (5pm). 

 
These conferences are a time for parents/caregivers and students to discuss academic goals and progress in academic subjects.  
All parents/caregivers are welcome to attend these conferences and students must attend with their parents/caregivers in 

their College academic uniform.  To prepare for academic conferencing, all students will be given an Academic Conferencing 
Student Reflection Booklet.  This booklet is also available from Student Reception or the College website at https://

www.stpatscollege.qld.edu.au/parents-v88by7/academic-conferences/. 

 

Academic Awards 
Based on the Semester One Report, both Academic and Diligence Awards will be presented on Wednesday 1 August at an 
Academic and Diligence Awards Assembly.  Information regarding the eligibility for these awards can be found at https://

www.stpatscollege.qld.edu.au/curriculum-79u2k7/academic/academic-diligence-awards/.   

Students who qualify for either an Academic or Diligence Award will receive a separate letter in the mail in the holidays  
informing them of their achievement.  If your daughter believes that she is eligible for an Academic or Diligence Award, and 

did not receive a letter, she is encouraged to see the Director of Studies at the commencement of Term 3. 

 

Year 8 and 10 Subject Information Evening 
The Year 8 and 10 Subject Information Evening for students entering Year 9 and 11 in 2019 was held on Tuesday 19 June.  A 
reminder that both hard copy and online subject selection forms are due by 3pm, Friday 27 July (Week 2, Term 3).  If students 

or parents/caregivers have any questions in relation to this process, they are encouraged to contact me via the College office 

or email (abyrnes@stpatscollege.qld.edu.au).  

 

Subject changes 
All Year 8 to 12 subject changes for Semester Two must be finalised by Friday, 27 July (Week 2, Term 3).  Students must 
make a time at Student Reception prior to this date to ensure that all paperwork is processed.  Again, if students or parents/

caregivers have any questions in relation to subject changes they are encouraged to contact me via the College office or email 

(abyrnes@stpatscollege.qld.edu.au).  

 

 
 
 

http://www.sobs.com.au
https://www.stpatscollege.qld.edu.au/parents-v88by7/academic-conferences/
https://www.stpatscollege.qld.edu.au/parents-v88by7/academic-conferences/
https://www.stpatscollege.qld.edu.au/curriculum-79u2k7/academic/academic-diligence-awards/
https://www.stpatscollege.qld.edu.au/curriculum-79u2k7/academic/academic-diligence-awards/
mailto:abyrnes@stpatscollege.qld.edu.au
mailto:abyrnes@stpatscollege.qld.edu.au
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THE ARTS   #ARTSLikeAPatsGirl 
 

Alyssa Kelly 

Head of Faculty 

 
 

 
 

A FOCUS ON OUR VISUAL ARTS  
 

Cairns Indigenous Art Fair (CAIF) 
Visual Arts has enjoyed a busy and exciting semester. For the third year running students from St 

Patrick’s will be attending the Cairns Indigenous Art Fair (CIAF) to sell work that they have made and enjoy the valuable 

experience of promoting and discussing their ideas with customers in a busy market environment.  
 

This year St Patrick’s will be one of only two schools exhibiting. The girls have been working hard to create a series of 
prints, a ceramics range and printed textile pieces to sell. Four Year 12 students and Mrs Geater-Johnson and Ms 

Costopolous will travel to Cairns  to participate in the event during the holidays.  

 
Design Tracks Program  
Four Year 11 students have been selected to attend the Design Tracks Program at QAGOMA, the students will travel to 

Brisbane for a two day workshop experience, including an exciting opportunity to work with artist Tony Albert. 

 
Wearable Art 
Students selected for the Wearable Art Townsville Fashion Show, continue to finesse their pieces, all of which are looking 

amazing. Work is under wraps until the big reveal but the girls are really excited about seeing their work on the  
professional runway.  

 
 

Children’s Book - ABC 

Year 10 Students Kayla Bowen and Na’Tarliyah Costello-Doyle have had their work included in a children’s book being 
made to assist with learning the ABC. The book features 26 pages designed and created by artists around Australia. The 

girls produced the pages N and C respectively and they are excited about seeing their work in a professionally published 
book being produced by The Little Homie Group in order to promote diversity in Australia and promote significant  

individuals from a multitude of cultures.  
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Our creative Year 7 students have been busy creating models representing this period of time.  The calibre of work that they 
have produced reflects their enthusiasm and interest in the topic.  We are so proud of their efforts. 

 
 

Year 8 Humanities students are currently studying the Depth Study Medieval Europe.  Students have been consolidating 

their learning by creating posters on the Black Death.  
 

Queensland Office of Fair Trading 
Racheal Morley from the Office of Fair Trading, spoke to our Year 9 Economics and Business students and Year 11/12 BCT 
students about consumer rights, including: avoiding scams, identity theft, purchasing goods online, purchasing mobile phones 

and cars and signing contracts.  Our students learned about the Australian Consumer Law and the role of the Office of Fair 
Trading, gaining a greater understanding of their rights and responsibilities.  Racheal provided practical advice to students, 

using case studies and tips throughout to engage students and help them to become wise consumers. 

 

 

 
 

   

 
 

 

 

 

Left | Office of Fair Trading Presenter 

Racheal Morley with Year 9 Economics & 

Business  

students  

 

HUMANITIES 
Liza Martini 

Head of Faculty 
 
 

 

Fierce Females of Egypt 
 
Local historian, Jane Perkins has been presenting workshops to Year 7 Humanities students, titled 

‘Fierce Females of Egypt’.  The purpose of these workshops is to provide students with a sense of 
what it would be like to live in Ancient Egypt. 
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STEM TREK USA 

 
We farewell Ms Van Homrigh, Ms Byrnes and our 14 girls who are heading to the United States    

tomorrow for the biennial St Patrick’s College STEM Trek USA. 
 

The girls will be participating in the NASA Space camp program in Huntsville, Alabama for five days. Following the camp 
they will travel to Washington and Orlando, visiting sites such as Kennedy Space Centre and Smithsonian Museums.   

 
We will post photos from their trip on the College FB page over the coming weeks. 
 

Some comments from our STEM Trekkers! 
 

Aaliyah Logan 
“The experience will most probably make the STEM subjects I study more important to me because I’ll get to see the bigger 

things that STEM is used for and is capable of.” 
 

Tahlia Whitaker 
“STEM Trek might sway me towards a career in physics or astronomy. I’ve always had an interest in the ways things work 

so when STEM Trek was first offered, I just had to take the opportunity.” 
 

Isabelle Cafferky 
“This trip will help me with my STEM studies by giving me an idea of what I can do with my education in STEM once I am in 

the workforce. It will also give me something to work towards and an idea of what I want to do in the future.” 

 
 
Bon Voyage. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY  #STEMLikeAPatsGirl 
Chris Pacey 

Head of Faculty 
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RAAF VISIT 
By Jonelle Mel, Year 11 
 
 

We officially began our day with morning tea in the 
briefing room where we met a senior recruiting officer and a couple of recently recruited soldiers. We were given the oppor-

tunity to ask as many questions as we could while enjoying fairy bread and ham and cheese croissants. In honour of NAIDOC 
Week, we were joined on the tour by an elder from the Townsville region who gave us a brief history of Indigenous people in 

Australia. Officer Donovan then took us all on a tour to see RAAF aircraft and the facilities of the base. In the first building, 
we were introduced to an aircraft called the CH47. Most people would know it by its common name, the Chinook. Officer 

Donovan explained what the aircraft was used for, why it was used and how it has become a multi-purpose aircraft. 
 

After a mini tour of the inside of the Chinook we walked over to another shed that hosted an aircraft called the MRH90. 
Here we were educated about pros and cons of flying an aircraft of its specifications. We all had a sneak peak of the inside of 

the MRH90; secretly this was the highlight of day because Mr Triffett couldn’t stand up in the aircraft! On the educational side 
we finally understood why military aircraft have height restrictions. At the end of day, as much as we were happy to receive  
promotional bags, we really didn’t want to leave. Not only was our three-hour tour educational and inspirational, but it was 

also fun-filled. I would also like to take this opportunity to thank Tayla-Rose Donovan and her dad, Officer Donovan as well as 
Mr Triffett for such an inspirational experience. 

 

CODING CLUB  - First Lego League Robot Competition 
 

 

On Thursday 31 May, Mr Triffett took five Year 11 

students to the Royal Australian Air Force (RAAF) 
base here in Townsville. When we arrived, we waited 

for Warrant Officer Class Two Dale Donovan who 
then took us through security procedures. Driving 

into the RAAF base premises we were filled with  
excitement and anticipation. We went in expecting to 

see planes everywhere, but as far as the eye could 
see there was what seemed like deserted hectares of 

land and plain box-looking buildings. Upon walking 
into the main building we were given a sense of  

Australian war history through pictures on the wall 
and memorabilia in a display cupboards. 

This Semester the girls in Coding Club have built and 

programmed Arduino robots that can navigate through a 
maze. The girls built the robots which involve physically 

mounting and connecting two motors and a driver board, 
an ultrasonic sensor, and an Arduino Uno micro-

controller board and shield. Once built, the girls  
programmed their robot to travel in a straight line (by 

calibrating the two motors which rotate at slightly differ-
ent speeds), turn 90 degrees right and left, and read the 

distance to walls using the ultrasonic sensor.  
 

Combining these simple capabilities, a robot was then 
programmed to navigate a maze by stopping once it 

sensed a wall, determining in which direction (right or 
left) the maze wall was furthest away and then turning in 

that direction. By repeating this simple behaviour a robot 
could eventually travel through the maze. 
 

. 

A St Patrick’s team will be entered into the First Lego League Robot Competition run by CQ University on Saturday 3 . Next 

Semester Coding Club will involve researching, planning, building and programming Lego Mindstorm EV3 robots to enter into 
that competition. Girls are invited to attend Coding Club on Wednesday afternoons between 3:30 and 4:30 in the Library 
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