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Thank you to everyone in our school community for the extraordinary support and work that 

went into another successful Open Day last Friday.  I have heard many positive remarks about 

the event particularly comments about our very articulate and confident students, our  

professional and engaging teachers and the joy that was evident on the faces of those who make 

up this wonderful school community.  I have begun interviews for Year 7, 2019 and these will 

continue into Term 2; it is fun meeting prospective families whose daughters are very  

excited about coming to us for their secondary schooling.  I would like to thank Ms Julie Plath 

the driving force behind our events such as Open Day which allows us to showcase the rich  

educational opportunities on offer at St Patrick’s College Townsville.   

 

Our Year 11 and 12 girls enjoyed the year’s first Career Women’s Breakfast last week. Dr Jane 

Hay, past pupil and current parent was our very engaging guest speaker.  A psychiatrist, Dr Hay 

is Director of Medical Services at the Townsville Private Clinic. She is also a member of 

Healthcare’s National Mental Health Clinical Reference Group. Jane’s address was well received 

as she outlined for the girls the exciting places your career can take you if you open yourself up 

to new and uncertain pathways.  

 

It has been wonderful to have Artist in Residence; Grace Ochero-Dunstan (local Batik Artist 

and former lecturer at the PNG University) join our Visual Arts students this term. We are 

thrilled that our girls will have their work exhibited at Perc Tucker Regional Art Gallery in the 

coming months.  We are also excited for Erin Chin, Emma Kris, Brittane Akiba, Taylor Davies 

and Patricia Sabasio who have been selected to enter their works in the Wearable Art  

Townsville 2018 show.  Much thanks to our teachers Mrs Sandilands, Ms Geater-Johnson and 

Ms Costopoulos who have worked closely with the girls to support them in their success.   

Special congratulations to Ms Costopoulos whose own cultural entry was also  

successful.  We are very fortunate to have staff who are themselves working artists and they are 

terrific role models for our girls with a tremendous amount of industry expertise.  

 

I am looking forward to joining the girls on their various camps next week. Taking our learning 

out of the school environment is a great way to see girls challenge themselves and take on new 

adventures.  It is a great way to discover new talents, develop new strengths and connect with 

each other in different settings.  

 

As we approach the end of the term, I wish you all a very Happy Easter. May you have the  

gladness of Easter, which is Hope, the promise of Easter, which is Peace, and the spirit of Easter 

which is Love. 

Message from the Principal    

 

www.stpatscollege.qld.edu.au 

 

 

Upcoming 
Events  

 
Camps & Retreats 

Monday 26 -  

Wednesday 28 March 

 
Term 2 Commences 

Tuesday 17 April 

 
Academic Conferences 

Thursday 26 April 

 

Cross Country 

Friday 27 April 

 

Diligence Assembly 

Wednesday 2 May  

9.15am 

 

Academic Conferences 

Thursday 3 May 

 
NAPLAN 

Tuesday 15 –   

Thursday17 May 

 
Subject Selection  

Evening 

Tuesday 19 June 

Above | Our College Psychologist, Ms Courtney Zagami with our girls at the 

Queen’s Baton Relay. Courtney was nominated as a  Queen’s Baton Relay  

bearer for her work in psychology, supporting young people in  schools, the 

forensic field and in the community. Our girls were there to cheer her on.   
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DEPUTY PRINCIPAL 

Amber Hauff 

 
It has been a busy and productive start to 2018. From all accounts our new students have  

transitioned well and the business of learning has unashamedly remained the primary focus.  

Students have approached the recent assessment period with maturity and commitment and I am 

looking forward to acknowledging and celebrating persistence and hard work at the Diligence 

Assembly on Wednesday 2 May 2018. More information about these reports, Academic  

Conferences and the Diligence Assembly will be provided by the Director of Studies in this 

Newsletter and in a letter coming home with your daughter’s reports. 

 

FINAL REMINDER: CAMP/RETREAT WEEK: MONDAY 26 – WEDNESDAY 28 MARCH, 2018 
 

Next week is Camp Week for our entire College. I am looking forward to hearing the wonderful stories from all of the 

staff and students about the adventures that will be had.    

 

Please note due to advice from the management of Echo Creek, the Year 9 Camp has been cancelled pending severe 

weather. An email has been sent to all Year 9 parents along with the alternative program of locally based activities.  

Students have been advised and this information has also been posted to our website and FB. 

 

 
 

In the event that your daughter is ill on Monday and unable to attend Camp please contact the College prior to 8.00am 

on (07) 4753 0377 to let us know so Camp Co-ordinators can be advised as soon as possible. 

 

Please note that students have a Pupil Free Day on Thursday 29 March 2018 and I hope all students and their families 

enjoy a restful Easter break.  

 

TERM 2 REMINDERS: 
There is a Pupil Free Day on Monday 16 April 2018.  

Students return and classes resume on Tuesday 17 April 2018. 

 

ANZAC DAY PARADE & DAWN SERVICE WEDNESDAY 25 APRIL 2018 
ANZAC Day is nationally recognised as a day to pay respect to and acknowledge those Australian and New Zealand 

service men and women who have lost their lives in War over the past 100 years.  St Patrick’s College Townsville has a 

long and proud association with the parade and this year we will again support the ANZAC Day service  

commemorations.  Information and a permission note will be coming home in the first week of Term 2 inviting our  

students to be involved in representing our College at the Anzac Day March on The Strand on Wednesday 25 April. 

 

DATE:    Wednesday 25 April 2018 

VENUE: Strand Park    

ARRIVAL TIME: Students are asked to arrive at Strand Park by 8.00am. Boarding students will depart the 

College at 7.45am with Boarding Staff and walk to Strand Park.   

DISMISSAL TIME: Parade to conclude by 11.00am. Please make private arrangements with your daughter. 

Supervision will be provided until 11.30am at the front gates of the College.  

UNIFORM: Full Academic uniform, including black polished shoes and formal hat. 

 

 

 

 

 

CAMP/RETREAT VENUES FOR NEXT WEEK 

YEAR 7 YEAR 8 YEAR 9 YEAR 10 YEAR 11 YEAR 12 

Magnetic Island Wambiana  

Station 

  

NEW Program  

Locally based 

activities  

Camp Gedling 

Hervey’s Range 

Paluma  

Environmental 

Education  

Centre 

Onsite and various 

local locations 

https://www.apexcamps.com.au/magnetic-island
https://www.facebook.com/wambiana.com.au/
https://www.facebook.com/wambiana.com.au/
https://www.ipc.qld.edu.au/facilities/camp-gelding/
https://www.ipc.qld.edu.au/facilities/camp-gelding/
https://palumaeec.eq.edu.au/Pages/default.aspx
https://palumaeec.eq.edu.au/Pages/default.aspx
https://palumaeec.eq.edu.au/Pages/default.aspx
https://palumaeec.eq.edu.au/Pages/default.aspx
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FAITH & IDENTITY 

Louise Doolan 

Director of Faith & Identity 
 
 
 

 

 

In recent weeks we have continued to talk and live the Mercy value of RESPECT.  All our  

endeavours  recognize the unique dignity of every human person.   

 

We’re very proud of the work undertaken by our student leaders during Term 1.  Mae Meekin, as Faith & Identity  

prefect, has demonstrated by example the Mercy values we champion.  A highlight of our recent St Patrick’s Day Mass 

was Mae and fellow Year 12 students Maia MacCarthy and Lauren Franettovich distributing Communion.  They, together 

with members of staff Joanna Pacey, Helen Spina and Sarah Dixon recently undertook Minister of Communion training 

with Sr Judith Foster from the Diocesan Offices.  

 

I congratulate Alan Krause, our two school captains Anna Chapman and Sherree Wadham, together with Mae Meekin 

and our College Chaplain, Ms Sarah Dixon on the great work they have done through the term in Mercy Girls in Action.  

Alana and her team have linked together groups of students across all age groups, eager to serve the community and 

make the world a better place.  Their meetings are filled with generosity, energy and fun.   

 

It was a pleasure to listen to Lara Stewart on piano for St Patrick’s Day Mass, together with our Choir, our Band, the 

heavenly voices of Ms Sophie Ricca and Ms Alyssa Kelly singing “The Breastplate of St Patrick” and to see the delight on 

the girls’ faces after receiving their lucky Shamrocks from Ms Gayle Pollard.  Together with Harmony Day, Alumni 

breakfast with speaker Dr Jane Hay, and the celebration of our Twilight Open Evening, it truly was a wonderful week.   

 

As we journey toward Easter we are reminded that as Eucharistic People we regularly “come to the table” to celebrate 

in joy and hope, all that is good about our community.    

 

As we follow the way of the cross on Good Friday we remember each day we are called to ‘die to self, for the sake of 
others’.   Jesus says, “Whoever loses his life for my sake will find it.” (Matt 16:25).  In dying to a life focused on  

ourselves, we find the abundant life.  Our Christian story challenges us to move away from self-centeredness, towards a 

path in service of others.   

 

Lent invites us to commit to our own on-going transformation.  So the Easter Sunday  

Resurrection is also an opportunity to celebrate our own ‘resurrection’.  We too are transformed, and through our  

renewal, find a life richer and more abundant.  May that richness and abundance be yours! 

 

Blessings for a very happy Easter and safe and joy-filled holiday.   
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ACADEMIC NEWS 
Amy Byrnes 

Director of Studies 

 
 

As we enter the final week of Term 1, I am hoping our students are reflecting on their academic 

progress throughout the term.  Students have now been in their respective subjects for nine 

weeks and have completed a range of assessment.  Throughout the Term 1 holidays, students 

are encouraged to enjoy the time away from school to refresh their mind, reflect on their work 

ethic and application, re-evaluate their academic goals and plan for Term 2 and beyond.   

 

TERM 1 REPORTING  
Term 1 Reports will be emailed in the Easter school holidays.  Please ensure your email address is up to date by  

contacting the College.  The first academic report card will be a progress report indicating how your daughter is  

progressing academically, behaviourally and her work ethic across her subjects. 

 

 

DILIGENCE ASSEMBLY 
Following from Term 1 Reporting, the College will hold its Diligence Assembly on Wednesday 2 May (Week 3, Term 2).  

Students who meet the criteria for a Diligence Award will be sent an invitation for this event in the Term 1 holidays.  

These awards recognise the continuing efforts and diligence of students towards their studies.   

 

 

ACADEMIC CONFERENCES 
Academic Conferencing will be held on two dates in 2018: 

 

Thursday 26 April 2018 (3.30pm to 8.00pm).  Bookings for these sessions will close on Tuesday, 24 April (5pm) 

Thursday 3 May 2018 (3.30pm to 5.00pm).     Bookings for these sessions will close on Wednesday, 2 May (5pm) 

 

These conferences are a time for parents/carers and students to discuss academic goals and progress in academic  

subjects.  All parents and carers are welcome to attend these conferences and students must attend with their parent/

carer in their College academic uniform.  To prepare for academic conferencing, all students have been given an  

Academic Conferencing Student Reflection Booklet.  This booklet is also available from Student Reception or the  

College website at https:/ /www.stpatscollege.qld.edu.au/parents -v88by7/academic-conferences/ 

 

Details relating to booking Academic Conferences using www.sobs.com.au will be forwarded via email with the Term 1 

Report, however, bookings can also be made through the College office by contacting Claudia Moloney-Luisis 

(cmoloneyluisis@stpatscollege.qld.edu.au). 

 

NAPLAN  2018 
Due to circumstances beyond our control, the College will no longer be participating in NAP Online in 2018.  All Year 7 

and 9 students will participate in the paper-based NAPLAN tests from 15 to 17 May 2018.  A test schedule will be made 

available at the beginning of Term 2.  All Year 7 to 9 students were provided with a letter regarding these tests and it 

was also emailed to parents/carers. 
 

If you would like to enquire about special provisions or exemption from NAPLAN for your daughter, please contact  

Camilla Robson (Head of Department – Indigenous, International and Learning Enrichment) before 23 April 2018 via 

crobson@stpatscollege.qld.edu.au  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CONTINUED... 

https://www.stpatscollege.qld.edu.au/parents-v88by7/academic-conferences/
http://www.sobs.com.au
mailto:crobson@stpatscollege.qld.edu.au
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ACADEMIC NEWS CONTINUED... 
 
QCS SPECIAL PROVISIONS  
Students in Year 12 who are sitting the QCS Test are encouraged to check if they are eligible for Special Provisions.  

The Queensland Curriculum and Assessment Authority (QCAA) recognises that some students are affected by a  

medical condition, an impairment, or exceptional circumstances that may act as a barrier to their access to the test or to 

their demonstration of their achievement in the test. They attempt to minimise such barriers by making special provision 

available. Information relating to this can be found at https://www.qcaa.qld.edu.au/senior/qcs-test/special-provision.   

Students in Year 12 who believe they are eligible for QCS Special Provisions must see Ms Byrnes before Friday 4 May 

2018. 

 

SUBJECT SELECTION EVENING 

The College is holding a Subject Selection Information Evening on Tuesday 19 June 2018.  Please ensure you save this 

date as this is a compulsory event for all current Year 8 students progressing into year 9 in 2019 and all current year 10 

students progressing into Year 11 in 2019.  Further details on this evening will be published in upcoming newsletters. 

 

 

TERM 2  

IMPORTANT ACADEMIC DATES  

AT A GLANCE: 

 

Academic Conferences 

Thursday 26 April, 3.30pm-8.00pm  (bookings essential) 

 

Diligence Assembly 

Wednesday 2 May  from 9.15am 

College Sports Complex 

 

Academic Conferences 

Thursday 3 May, 3.30pm-5.00pm (bookings essential) 

 
NAPLAN for Year 7 and 9 Students 

Tuesday 15 – Thursday17 May 

 
Subject Selection Evening for Year 8 and 10 Students 

Tuesday 19 June 

Times TBA 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

https://www.qcaa.qld.edu.au/senior/qcs-test/special-provision
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HUMANITIES 
Liza Martini 

Head of Department  
 
 

 

 
 

WOMEN’S HISTORY WEEK  

The Humanities Department staged Women in History Week from Monday 5–Friday 9 March to 

coincide with International Women’s Day. 

 

  

 
 

 

   

 

 

Local historian, Ms Mali Ortega-Martinez visited Year 9 

History students.  Ms Ortega-Martinez spoke to our 

girls about her ongoing passion for history and shared 

her career as a female historian. 

Students created a DREAM WALL, which was housed in 

the Library, filled with Inspirational Women in History – 

from all countries and representing all categories. 

Staff supported the initiative, by taking to costume to celebrate notable Women in History. 
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SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY 

Chris Pacey 

Head of Faculty 

#STEMLikeAPatsGirl 
 
 

 

AUSTRALIAN INSTITUTE OF MARINE SCIENCE 

Our Year 11 and 12 Marine Science students visited the Australian Institute of Marine Science 

(AIMS) last week. Students had the opportunity to experience the SeaSim, a world-class marine 

research aquarium facility for tropical marine organisms in which scientists can conduct cutting-

edge research not previously possible.  

 

Students were incredibly engaged as they spoke with researchers investigating questions like how coral, fish, Crown of 

Thorns Sea Stars and other reef organisms might respond to changing climate changing factors such as increased  

temperatures and changing acidity. Mr Pacey also had the chance to catch up with old work colleagues from his time 

at AIMS and reconnect with this great work that is being done to help improve the understanding and hence the long 

term future of the Great Barrier Reef. 
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THE ARTS 

Alyssa Kelly 

Head of Faculty 

#ARTSLikeAPatsGirl 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 

COMBINED CATHOLIC COLLEGES’ MUSICAL - POP STARS 
Many of our students are busy rehearsing for the upcoming Combined Catholic Colleges’ musical, Popstars, which will 

be staged at Riverway Theatre from 31 May - June. 

 

 

 

 

 

WEARABLE ART - MANNEQUINS NEEDED! 
The College Wearable Art Club is seeking some adjustable sewing mannequins for our after school club. Several of 

our girls have been selected for Wearable Art Townsville, and as such we are keen to borrow some (for Term 2 and 

Term 3). If any one would consider loaning us a mannequin for this period it would be well looked after, and very 

much appreciated! Please contact Mrs Geater-Johnson if you can assist heater-johnson@stapatscollege.qld.edu.au  

 

 
  

ARTIST IN RESIDENCE - BATIK 

 
We have been very fortunate to welcome Artist-In-

Residence, Grace Ochero-Dunstan, to our College. Ms 

Ochero-Dunstan (pictured right) is a batik artist and has 

worked with our Visual Arts students over two Saturday 

workshops. Her work is currently on display at the Perc 

Tucker Gallery in the Vault. The work created by the girls  

during the workshops will also be displayed in gallery in the 

coming months. 

mailto:heater-johnson@stapatscollege.qld.edu.au


 

9 

Term   1  |    Week  9  |    2018 

 

 
 
 

HPE & SPORT 

Yana Hurst-Newton 

Head of Faculty  

 

 

 

SKIPPING TEAM 
 

Last Friday at our College Open Evening, our St Pat’s skipping team performed for the first 

time. The team was a success winning the crowd over with their various individual and group 

skipping combinations. Congratulations to all girls in the team for their commitment and  

dedication: Hannah Brassington, Lola Millard, Brianna Stanley, Olivia Newbould and Ruby Audas-Ryan. A huge thank you 

to our team coach Mrs Megan Christie, without her the performance would not be possible. Well done team! 

 

  
 

 

 
  

 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 CONTINUED... 

INTERSCHOOL SWIMMING CARNIVAL 
 

On Friday 9 March our St Pat’s swimming team  

competed in the 2018 Interschool Swimming carnival. 

With the memories of our win from last year, the 

team were ready in the morning with high spirits and 

competitive drive. The St Pat’s swimming team 

achieved the following results: 

 

12 years Age Champions 

13 years Age Champions 

14 years Age Champions 

 

With all this success, St Patrick’s College placed 1st in 

the Girls B Schools division. This is our third year at 

the top! Congratulations on your fantastic efforts 

ladies. We are all very proud of you. 

 

Above |  Our winning Inter School Swimming Team 
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BLOCK SPORT 
Term 1 Block Sport has now finished with some fantastic results. All our teams and coaches did a fantastic job over the 

6 weeks, and against various weather conditions. Congratulations to all our students on their exemplary sportsmanship.  

 

With Term 2 approaching, we now look forward to our Block Sport team options: 
 

Weeks 3 to 8 

 
 
 

TOWNSVILLE AND NORTH QLD SCHOOL SPORT  
Each term there are many representative trials for Townsville and NQ teams, which students have the opportunity to 

participate in. As these trials are run during the school day, students trialling are required to organise their own 

transport. For a list of upcoming sports trials taking place in Term 2, please see the College website.  

 

Students are required to listen to the morning notices to learn when permission notes are available for collection. All 

forms are released and returned through the College, and must be returned by the due date to be nominated. For  

further questions or inquiries, please email sport@stpatscollege.qld.edu.au 

 

IN OTHER SPORTING NEWS… 
 

 

SPORT PLAYING DAY TIME VENUE 

Open Hockey Wednesday 4-5pm Murray 

U15 Netball Wednesday 4-5pm Home/Away 

U15 Football Tuesday 4-5pm Home/Away 

Open Netball Tuesday B= 4-5pm B=Home/Away 

 

NQ School Sport State Titles 

We wish the following students all the best as they 

travel to compete in teams in the NQ School Sport 

State Titles: 

 

Open Volleyball  - Lillah Passi and Janet Dau 

Open Hockey -     Jorja Nielsen  

Open Football  -   Gabrielle Kassulke 

 

National Athletics Championships 

Last week, two St Patrick’s College students travelled 

to Sydney to compete in the National Athletics  

Championships. Although they both admit the  

competition was tough and atmosphere was daunting, 

their results and smiles tell us how proud they are of 

their achievements.  

 

Congratulations girls on your continued success! 

 

Kanako Weightman 

5th 100m sprint 

 

Kaylah Collins 

5th 100m sprint 

6th 200m sprint  

5th 400m sprint  

 

mailto:sport@stpatscollege.qld.edu.au


 

11 

Term   1  |    Week  9  |    2018 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 



 

12 

Term   1  |    Week  9  |    2018 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

UNIFORM SHOP 

 

MONDAYS  

8.00AM-10.45AM 
 

WEDNESDAYS 

1.00PM-4.00PM 
 
 

Please note, as Monday16 

April is a student free day, 

the uniform shop will open 

on Tuesday 17 April from 

8am - 11am.  

2018 NEXT STEP SURVEY 

 

The Queensland Government is conducting its annual state-wide survey of all students who completed Year 12 in 

2017. The Next Step survey is a brief, confidential survey that gains a comprehensive picture of the employment, 

study and life choices made by Queensland school completers in the year after they finish Year 12.  

Between March and June, all our students who completed Year 12 last year can expect to receive instructions to 

complete a web-based survey or a telephone call from the Queensland Government Statistician’s Office. Please 

encourage them to take part. If their contact details have changed, please assist the interviewer with their updated 

details or forward the survey to their new address so they can participate.  

Thank you for your support of the Next Step survey in 2018. 

Further information on Next Step is available online at www.education.qld.gov.au/nextstep/ or on toll free  

telephone 1800 068 587. 

http://www.education.qld.gov.au/nextstep/

