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INTRODUCTION 
 

 

From the Director of Studies 
 

 

 
TO STUDENTS 
 
This handbook is designed to provide you with information about subjects which may be offered at St 

Patrick’s College Townsville. It should help you in the process of selecting the course of study that best suits 

your individual pathway. 

 

As you progress through secondary schooling and into Years 11 and 12, the demands and expectations will 

increase. You are the person responsible for your study and the results that you achieve. 

 

Parent/Carers and Teachers can offer guidance and support, but ultimately your success will rely on your 

ability to apply yourself to your studies, establish good study habits, set goals, revise work consistently and 

persevere. 

 

Teachers, Heads of Faculty, Pastoral Deans, the Head of Faculty Careers/Vocational Education and I are very 

happy to answer questions that you may have and provide further information to support you to make well-

informed decisions about your course selection. 

 

TO PARENTS/CARERS 
 
St Patrick’s College Townsville aims to provide a rich and varied curriculum for our girls with a high degree 

of relevance to their needs and chosen pathways. Given that a large proportion of our students seek to 

enter university, the curriculum offering is dominated by Queensland Curriculum & Assessment Authority 

(QCAA) subjects that are used to calculate an Overall Position (OP) and/or Selection Rank which is required 

for entry to university.  

 

This handbook is just a starting point. Teachers are available to provide information you may require to help 

your daughter with her course selection. Course and Careers information may be obtained from various 

sources, including tertiary institutions, our Careers Room and Internet sites. Please feel free to contact 

myself or the Head of Faculty Careers and Vocational Education for information and assistance. Please also 

note that we will endeavour to offer all subjects, however, the timetable and subject offerings will be 

dependent on the combination of student preferences, student numbers and resourcing. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Amy Byrnes 
DIRECTOR OF STUDIES 
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CURRICULUM MATRIXEY LE2 

KEY LEARNING AREA YEAR 9 and 10 YEAR 11 and 12 

ENGLISH  English 

 English 

 English for ESL Learners  

 English Communication* 

MATHEMATICS & 

TECHNOLOGY 

 Mathematics 

 Design & Technology 

 

 Graphics 

 Information Technology Systems (ITS) 

 Mathematics A 

 Mathematics B 

 Mathematics C 

 Pre-Vocational Mathematics* 

RELIGION  Religion 
 Study of Religion 

 Religion & Ethics* 

SCIENCE & 

HOSPITALITY 

 Science 

 Hospitality 

 Biology 

 Chemistry 

 Cert II & III Hospitality** 

 Home Economics (Year 12 only 2017) 

 Marine Science 

 Physics 

HUMANITIES  

 Economics & Business 

 Geography 

 History 

 Humanities in Action 

 

 Accounting 

 Ancient History 

 Business Communication and 

Technologies (BCT)  

 Cert III Business** 

 Economics 

 Geography 

 Legal Studies 

 Modern History 

HEALTH & PHYSICAL 

EDUCATION 

 Health & Physical 

Education 

 Cert III Fitness** 

 Physical Education 

 Recreation* 

THE ARTS 

 Visual Art 

 Music 

 Drama  

 Music 

 Music Extension (Year 12 only) 

 Drama  

 Visual Art 

 Visual Art in Practice* 

LANGUAGES 
 French 

 Japanese 

 French 

 Japanese 

LEARNING SUPPORT & 

ENRICHMENT 

 General Studies 

(LLNS)# 

 Provides students with additional 

support across subject areas. 

* Authority Registered Subject – These subjects DO NOT contribute to OP scores (i.e. non-OP subjects). 

** VET Subjects: Vocational Qualifications delivered as a timetabled subject. – Successful completion of these Certificates 

will lead to the awarding of a QTAC Selection Rank that can be used for Tertiary Entrance (this is subject to change). Please 

liaise with the Head of Faculty – Careers/Vocational Education regarding these options. 

# General Studies (LLN) This subject is made available to students who require more intensive Language and Literacy 

Support to help them succeed across all of their subject areas.  Please liaise with the Head of Faculty – Learning Support & 

Enrichment regarding this subject area.  

Please Note 

The College reserves the right to withdraw a subject 

if the numbers are too small for it to be viable. 
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YEARS 11 AND 12 
While the curriculum offerings in Years 11 & 12 are dominated by Authority subjects (Group 1) which prepare students 

for university, in recent years, a selection of vocational courses have been added to the curriculum offerings. These 

include a variety of certifications offered by external providers. It is important for students to choose senior subjects 

carefully as their decisions may affect not only the types of careers they can follow later, but also success at school. 

 

CONSIDERATIONS WHEN CHOOSING SUBJECTS 
1. GOALS 

What are you aiming for? Do you have a definite tertiary course in mind? If so, are there any subjects which you 

must do as prerequisites for entry? 

 

2. ENJOYMENT 

Take subjects you enjoy and in which you do well. 

 

3. KEEP YOUR OPTIONS OPEN 
If you are not sure what you want to do after school, then you should keep as many options as possible open, and 

select a broad range of subjects. 

 

4. CHOOSE A COURSE OF STUDY TO SUIT YOURSELF 
Before finally deciding on your subjects, discuss your preferences with your parents and with members of staff. It 

may also be helpful to discuss the subject with senior girls currently taking it; however, do not select subjects on 

the basis of other people’s value judgements. 

 

5. CONSIDER THE MOST STRATEGIC PATHWAY (OP or SR) 

a. OVERALL POSITION (OP) PATHWAY 
 Must study 6 OP Subjects (Including Authority English or English for ESL Learners, Maths A or B 

and Study of Religion) 

 

b. QTAC SELECTION RANK (SR) PATHWAY SUBJECTS  
 Must study 6 subjects (including Religion & Ethics) 

o This pathway consists of a mix of Authority (Group 1) and Authority registered (Group 2) 

subjects, with a Cert III VET Certificate. 

 A minimum requirement for a Selection Rank Pathway is to select a Cert III Qualification to enable 

you to gain a QTAC Selection Rank for possible Tertiary Entry 

 

6. UTILISE RESOURCES 
Make good use of Heads of Faculty and Pastoral Deans, Teachers, the Head of Faculty Careers and Vocational 

Education, Careers Centre, Internet sites such as: 

 Queensland Job Guide  

 Queensland Tertiary Courses 

 QTAC Tertiary Prerequisites 

 

By checking this information you will become aware of the distinction between: 

 Prerequisite subjects – must be taken for future courses or careers 

 Recommended subjects – not essential, but may make future courses easier 

 Useful subjects – not essential, but give a general background or help develop particular skills. 
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QUEENSLAND CERTIFICATE OF EDUCATION 
Students will be eligible to be awarded a Queensland Certificate of Education (QCE). The QCE will be awarded on 

completion of the senior phase of learning – usually the end of Year 12. 

 

In order to receive a QCE, students must provide evidence of the following: 

 Complete 20 credits  

 Achieve required standards 

 Meet literacy and numeracy requirements. 

 

Students at St Patrick’s College Townsville will either study Authority subjects (Group 1) or a combination of Authority 

(Group 1) and Authority Registered subjects (Group 2). Therefore, the 20 credits will be made up from these subjects 

provided a Sound Achievement is achieved in at least five of their subjects. Literacy and numeracy requirements will 

generally be met from achieving a Sound Level of Achievement in one semester of English and Mathematics subjects. 

OP and QCE eligibility depends on students continuing with at last three (3) subjects continued for four (4) semesters.  

 

ELIGIBILITY FOR A QCE 
To be eligible for a QCE, a student must be enrolled with a school and registered with the Queensland Curriculum & 

Assessment Authority (QCAA). For most students the QCE will be achieved over Years 11 & 12. Others may not 

achieve it until after they complete Year 12. Students have 9 years in which to achieve their QCE – this begins in Year 

10. 

 

CREDITS TOWARDS QCE 

A credit is a minimum amount of learning at the set standard that can contribute to the QCE. A credit has two 

elements: an amount of learning and a set standard. For example, a credit for a school subject is one semester (amount 

of learning) at Sound Achievement (set standard). Some learning achievements will be recorded in the Learning 

Account but will not be a credit because they either do not have the required amount of learning or they do not meet 

the set standard. For example, a Very Limited Achievement in a school subject does not meet the set standard to be 

a credit. 

 
NOTE 

The QCE complements the government’s ‘learning or earning’ laws which means that everyone must be required to 

complete Year 10 at school and go on to complete a further two years of education and training. For more information: 

visit the QCAA website at www.qcaa.qld.edu.au, the Department of Employment and Training website at 

www.det.qld.gov.au for information about school-based apprenticeships or traineeships, or contact the College. 



~ 6 ~ 

 

 
TERTIARY ENTRANCE 
 

If you wish to study degree or diploma courses at university or TAFE after Year 12: 

 Ensure you select the prerequisite subjects required for your preferred courses.  These are listed in the QTAC 

Tertiary prerequisites 2019. 

 Most students gain entry to university on the basis of an OP.  To be eligible for an OP, in the 4 semesters of Years 

11 and 12, you must complete 20 semester units of Authority (Group 1) subjects (the equivalent of 5 subjects).  

At least three subjects must remain unchanged throughout Years 11 and 12.  You must also sit the Queensland 

Core Skills Test. 

 Students are also able to gain entry to tertiary courses on the basis of a QTAC Selection Rank which is gained 

from the successful completion of a VET Certificate e.g. Cert III Business.   

 

PRINCIPLES AND METHODOLOGY OF TERTIARY SELECTION 

Step 1: All Year 12 applicants who have satisfied the prerequisite subjects and have obtained an OP/SR will be 

considered in order of OP/SR. 

Step 2: All qualified applicants in each OP/SR band above that required to fill the quota will be offered places. 

Step 3: If there are more qualified applicants in the lowest of the OP/SR bands being used to make offers than 

there are still places available, Field Position data will be used to select those to receive offers. 

Step 4: Some universities may use a fourth step, if needed.  Details will be published beforehand by the university 

concerned.  Possible additional criteria may include consideration of subject level achievement in 

prerequisite subjects, school reports, additional information supplied by the applicant, interviews and the 

QCS test result. 

 
 

TERTIARY ENTRANCE STATEMENT 

To be eligible for a Tertiary Entrance Statement, a student must study a minimum of 20 semesters of Authority (Group 

1) Subjects (usually five subjects) over two years.  Three of the five Authority subjects must be studied continuously 

over the two years.  A student must also have taken the Queensland Core Skills Test (QCS test). 
 

The Tertiary Entrance Statement has two parts: an Overall Position (OP) and up to five Field Positions (FPs). 

 
 

OVERALL POSITION (OP) 

The OP represents the student’s overall position in the State, based on her best five subjects (20 semesters) studied 

during Years 11 and 12.  The calculation of an OP uses equal weighting for all subjects.  The OP reports student 

positions in the State in 25 bands, with the highest being Band 1. 

 

 

QUEENSLAND CORE SKILLS (QCS) TEST 
The QCS test is designed to assess common elements of the Queensland curriculum.  However, the QCS test will 

not assess “content” of subjects.  The QCS test will be criterion-based and will consist of multiple choice questions, 

short response questions and an extended writing task.  Students will sit for the QCS test in Semester 4. 
 

Any student wishing to receive a Tertiary Entrance Statement must sit the QCS test.  An individual’s QCS test result 

will be reported as one of five grades, A to E. Subject and school group results in the QCS test will be used to scale 

results in the calculation of OPs and FPs.  Scaling is used for fairness, to remove the group effect, i.e. to make students’ 

results independent of the subjects taken and the school attended. 
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SCHOOL-BASED APPRENTICESHIPS OR TRAINEESHIPS (SAT)* 
SATs are offered at St Patrick’s College in Years 11 and 12. A SAT allows students to work with an employer as a 

paid employee while completing their senior schooling. Traineeships will usually be completed by the end of Year 12. 

The first stage of an apprenticeship may be completed by the end of Year 12, and there is an expectation that the 

student will then become a full-time apprentice with their employer.  

 

Examples of apprenticeships and traineeships that are available and for further information go to the Department of 

Education and Training: http://apprenticeshipsinfo.qld.gov.au/school-based/ 

 

Important Notes on SATs: 

 Students are not permitted to complete more than one SAT. 

 Students will work approximately 50 days per year. This may involve one day per week out of school, and it may 

involve holiday and weekend work. 

 Students will complete training with a registered training provider such as TAFE. Training will sometimes occur 

during vacation periods. 

 It is the responsibility of the student to find an employer. 
 

 

CHANGING SUBJECTS 
During Years 11 & 12, girls become more aware of their abilities and interests and, in most cases, their post-school 

plans care clarified. It may become necessary to reconsider the original selected subjects.  
 

All subject changes must: 

 Be approved by the Director of Studies 

 Have written consent to the change from parents 

 Be discussed with the relevant Head of Faculties 

 

Change of Subject Forms need to be completed by all parties. All subject changes requests must be processed in the 

first two weeks of a semester. As credit for subjects is based on a full semester, students cannot change subject’s mid-

semester. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

http://apprenticeshipsinfo.qld.gov.au/school-based/
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PREREQUISITES FOR SENIOR SUBJECTS 
The following is a list of suggested prerequisite and co-requisite subjects for all Year 11/12 Authority (Group 1) 

Subjects.  Pre-requisite subjects are subjects, which students should have studied in Years 9 and 10.  The expected 

minimum levels of achievements for success in these subjects have been included.  It is recommended that co-requisite 

subjects be studied concurrently with the desired subject.  

 

Please note that there are no specific prerequisites or co-requisites for Authority Registered Subjects (Group 2). 

 

SUBJECT 
                          MINIMUM PRE-REQUISITES & CO-REQUISITES 

                      IN YEARS 11 AND 12* 

Accounting No prerequisite 

Ancient History No prerequisite 

Biology Science (C) 

Business Communication and Technologies 

(BCT) 
No prerequisite 

Chemistry Science (C ) Mathematics (C) Mathematics B Co-requisite 

Drama No prerequisite 

Economics No prerequisite 

English and English for ESL Learners No prerequisite 

French Year 9 & 10 study of French 

Geography No prerequisite 

Graphics No prerequisite 

Home Economics (Year 12, 2017 only) No prerequisite 

Information Technology Systems (ITS) No prerequisite 

Japanese Year 9 & 10 study of Japanese 

Legal Studies No prerequisite 

Marine Science No prerequisite 

Mathematics A Mathematics (C) 

Mathematics B 10A Mathematics (C) 

Mathematics C 
10A Mathematics (B)  

Mathematics B Co-requisite 

Modern History No prerequisite 

Music 
Students should have prior music experience (e.g. Year 

9/10 Music or evidence of continued private lessons) 

Music Extension (Year 12 only) 

Students should have prior music experience (e.g. Year 

9/10 Music or evidence of continued private lessons) 

Students to study Year 11/12 Music. 

Physical Education No prerequisite 

Physics 
Science (C), 10A Mathematics (B),  

Mathematics B Co-requisite 

Study of Religion No prerequisite 

Visual Art No prerequisite 

 

*Year 9 and 10 English is a prerequisite for all Senior Subjects. 
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YEAR 11 AND 12 SUBJECTS 
 
Students must choose to follow either an Overall Position (OP) pathway or a Selection Rank pathway. 

 

OP Pathway 
Students who typically achieve at a B Grade or above in most of their subjects in Year 10 should choose an OP 

Pathway. 

As an OP student they will study: 
 
GROUP 1 SUBJECTS 
 
 English/English for ESL Learners  

 Mathematics A or B 

 Study of Religion  

 
ELECTIVE SUBJECTS 

 Accounting  

 Ancient History 

 Biology 

 Business Communication  

& Technologies (BCT) 

 Chemistry  

 Drama 

 Economics 

 

 French 

 Geography 

 Graphics 

 Home Economics (Year 12 Only) 

 Information Technology Systems (ITS) 

 Japanese 

 Legal Studies 

 Marine Science 

 

 Mathematics C 

 Modern History 

 Music 

 Music Extension 

(Year 12 Only) 

 Physical Education  

 Physics 

 Visual Art 

 
 
For the purpose of OP calculation, all Authority subjects are of equal value or weighting. Students 

are advised to select subjects they enjoy and in which they will do well. 

 

SELECTION RANK PATHWAY 
 
Students who typically achieve at a C Grade or below in most of their subjects in Year 10 should choose a 

Selection Rank Pathway. As a Selection Rank student they will study: 

 
GROUP 2 SUBJECTS 

 English/English for ESL Learners or English Communication 

 Mathematics A or Prevocational Mathematics 

 Religion & Ethics 

 

ELECTIVE SUBJECTS  
 Accounting  

 Ancient History 

 Biology 

 Business Communication  

& Technologies (BCT) 

 Certificate II/III Hospitality 

 Certificate III Business 

 Certificate III Fitness 

 Chemistry  

 Drama 

 

 Economics 

 French 

 Geography 

 Graphics 

 Home Economics (Year 12 Only) 

 Information Technology Systems (ITS) 

 Japanese 

 Legal Studies 

 Marine Science 

 Mathematics C 

 

 Modern History 

 Music 

 Music Extension 

(Year 12 Only) 

 Physical Education  

 Physics 

 Recreation 

 Visual Art 

 Visual Arts in Practice 
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For a student about to commence Year 11 studies, it is important to note the following: 

 The choice of a course should allow entry into a range of possible career interest areas. 

 There is an increase in the standard of work and therefore, the extra demands on a student’s time and energy. 

 It is important for students and parents to recognise that a significantly increased time commitment to home 

 study is required in Year 11.  Most subjects will require a minimum of three hours each per week. 

 The student requires a mature attitude and the ability to make critical judgements and to be analytical and logical 

 towards the work she is studying.  Staff will not ‘spoon-feed’ the work to her, but rather guide her in the way 

 she might explore a subject for herself.  In short, she is expected to do her own work, be organised, be disciplined 

 and research her own material, subject to a framework of guidance provided by her teachers. 

       

In making subject choices, girls should have in mind their intentions concerning post-secondary education. Tertiary 

institutions indicate the prerequisites for their various courses, and these should be taken into account. In making a 

selection for this two-year course, SIX subjects must be chosen.  

 
NOTE: 

 
1. Students opting for an OP Pathway must have 6 Authority Subjects (Group 1), including Study of Religion, 

English or English for ESL Learners and Mathematics A or B. 

2. Selection of two or more Authority-registered subjects (Group 2) will make a student OP ineligible. 

3. The school reserves the right not to offer a subject if subject numbers are not viable or to combine a Year 11 

& 12 class as a composite grouping where numbers are very low. 

4. Girls who wish to study Music Extension in Year 12 must enrol in Music for two years. 

5. The timetable will be constructed reflecting girls’ proposed choices and school staffing constraints. 

6. Not all combinations of electives will be possible. 

7. Girls are allocated to elective classes on the basis of their nominated preference order. 

8. In making subject selections, girls should be mindful that their course is a two year course and subsequent 

subject changes may be very limited or not possible at all. 
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YEAR 11 AND 12 PATHWAYS 
 

 

 

 

 

ACCOUNTING 
Accounting provides useful life skills for everyone who uses money and encourages responsible participation in the 

real world. Students have the opportunity to develop financial skills for both personal use and for business situations. 

The study of Accounting enables students to understand the processes involved in recording and analysing financial 

information, which then provides a basis for effective planning, control and decision making. Students use information 

and communication technologies to assist this process. 

 

Topics include: 

 Principles of Accounting  

 Journals, Ledgers and Trial 

Balances 

 Accounting for Cash 

 End of Year Financial Reports 

 Budgeting 

 Internal Accounting Controls 

 MYOB Accounting Package 

 Control of Non-Current Assets 

 E-Business 

 Accrual Accounting 

 Analysis of Financial Reports 

 Personal Finance and Investing 

 

Assessment will include a variety of instruments, including: 

 Supervised Written Tasks 

 Extended Response Tasks 

 Practical Tasks 

 

Further Information: 
Head of Faculty - Humanities  

Mr Brian Hawke 

bhawke@stpatscollege.qld.edu.au  

 
 

 

 

OP Pathway 

6 x Authority 

(OP) (Group 1) 

Subjects 

Selection Rank 

Pathway 

Mix of Authority 

Registered 

(Group 2) and 

Authority (OP) 

(Group 1) 

Subjects and 

Certificate 

courses 

mailto:bhawke@stpatscollege.qld.edu.au


~ 12 ~ 

 

ANCIENT HISTORY 
Ancient History looks at people over time, past and present, in different societies, noticing and explaining their 

attitudes, beliefs and behaviours, and interpreting their reactions to the various pressures, conditions and events that 

induce change. When studying Ancient History, students ask questions, collect evidence, sift through it, analyse and 

evaluate it, to produce satisfactory answers to problems of living. Through the study of Ancient History, students can 

understand how the peoples and achievements of the past have influenced the modern world. 

 

Topics include: 

 Studies of Archaeology 

 Ancient Egypt 

 Ancient Greece 

 Ancient Rome 

 

Assessment will include a variety of instruments, including: 

 In class tests 

 Research Assignments 

 Oral presentations with integrated technology 
 

Further Information: 
Head of Faculty – Humanities  

Mr Brian Hawke 

bhawke@stpatscollege.qld.edu.au  

 

BIOLOGY 
Biology provides students with an insight into the scientific manner of investigating problems relating to the living world 

and the processes of science that lead to the discovery of new knowledge. Participation in Biology enables students to 

develop deeper understanding, engage in creative scientific thinking and to apply their knowledge in practical situations.  

 

The units studied by students in Semesters One and Two include: “The Meaning of Life” (cell biology), “Ecological 

Field Study” (ecology and biodiversity), “Extended Experimental Investigation” (factors affecting plant growth), and 

“Busy Body” (human anatomy and physiology).  Throughout Semesters Three and Four, students study the following 

units: “Deoxy-what?” (genetics and DNA), “From Darkness to Dolly” (evolution), “Extended Experimental 

Investigation” (student’s own choice), and “Bad Behaviour” (animal behaviour). A highlight of the course is the 

extended field trip which is undertaken in Year 11 that aims at developing a deeper understanding and appreciation of 

ecology and human impact on our fragile environment and local ecosystems.  Assessment is based on three criteria: 

Understanding Biology, Investigating Biology and Evaluating Biological Issues. 

 

Assessment will include a variety of instruments, including: 

 Supervised Assessments 

 Extended Response Tasks 

 Extended Experimental Investigations 
 

**At least a Sound Achievement in Year 10 Science is a recommended prerequisite for this subject.   

 

Further Information: 
Head of Faculty – Science & Hospitality 

Mrs Annie Van Homrigh 

avanhomrigh@stpatscollege.qld.edu.au 

 

 

 

 

mailto:bhawke@stpatscollege.qld.edu.au
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BUSINESS COMMUNICATION & TECHNOLOGIES (BCT) 
Business Communication and Technologies (BCT) offers students opportunities to engage in and understand a range 

of business administrative practices through real-life situations and simulations. The course is designed to provide a 

foundation in the study of business and to prepare students for further education, training and employment. BCT 

fosters intellectual, social and moral development by encouraging students to think critically about the role and ethical 

responsibilities of business in society. 

 

Topics include: 

 Business environments 

 Managing people 

 Industrial relations 

 

 Financial administration 

 Organisation and work teams 

 Social media 

 Workplace Health, Safety and 

sustainability 

 Events administration 

 International Business 

 

Assessment will include a variety of instruments, including: 

 Supervised Written 

 Research Tasks 

 Extended Response Tasks 
 

Further Information: 
Head of Faculty – Humanities  

Mr Brian Hawke 

bhawke@stpatscollege.qld.edu.au  

 

CERTIFICATE III BUSINESS* 
This qualification reflects the varied roles of individuals across different industry sectors who apply a broad range of 

competencies using some discretion, judgment and relevant theoretical knowledge. They may provide technical advice 

and support to a team. 

 

Students deliver projects and services within their school community. These may include: 

 Fundraising projects  Health promotion programs  Community events 

 

Students examine micro business opportunities and may also be exposed to The Earth Movers Foundation - a project 

that helps young teenagers to create solutions to local and global issues. Students develop money management skills 

through completion of the nationally recognised financial literacy competency: Be Money Smart. 

 

EXTERNAL PROVIDER:  Binnacle Training 

DELIVERY:   A St Patrick’s College Teacher 

COST:   $210 (Subject to Change) 

 

Assessment will be competency-based and on-going. 
 

Further Information: 
Head of Faculty – Careers/Vocational Education 

Ms Catherine Rentoule 

crentoule@stpatscollege.qld.edu.au 

 
 

 

 

 

 

mailto:bhawke@stpatscollege.qld.edu.au
http://www.theearthmovers.org/
https://www.moneysmart.gov.au/teaching/teaching-resources/teaching-resources-for-vet
mailto:crentoule@stpatscollege.qld.edu.au
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CERTIFICATE III FITNESS* 
The Certificate III in Fitness is the minimum qualification required to commence working as a fully qualified Gym 

Instructor. On completion of the Certificate III in Fitness students will be a qualified instructor helping people to 

achieve their health and fitness goals and change their life. As an instructor students can specialise in group exercise, 

water based training or general fitness instruction for weight loss or improved exercise performance. 

NEW in 2017: Certificate II in Sport and Recreation embedded in Certificate III in Fitness.  

Offered in flexible formats (1 year or 2 year option) across years 11 and 12.  This allows scope for extension 

students to commence the Certificate IV in Fitness while in Year 12.  

The following are indicative job roles for this qualification: 

 Personal trainer 

 Administration Assistant 

 Retail Assistant. 

 

EXTERNAL PROVIDER:  Binnacle Training 

DELIVERY:   A St Patrick’s College Teacher 

COST:   $290 (Subject to Change) 

 

Assessment will be competency-based and on-going. 

 

Further Information: 
Head of Faculty – Careers/Vocational Education 

Ms Catherine Rentoule 

crentoule@stpatscollege.qld.edu.au 

 

CERTIFICATE II & III HOSPITALITY* 
This qualification reflects the role of skilled operators who use a range of well-developed hospitality skills. They use 

discretion and judgement and have a sound knowledge of industry operations. They work with some independence 

and under limited supervision and may provide operational advice and support to team members. This qualification is 

suitable for an Australian Apprenticeship Pathway. 

 

This qualification provides a pathway to work in organisations such as restaurants, hotels, motels, clubs, pubs, cafes 

and coffee shops. It provides options for specialisation in areas such as accommodation services, food and beverage 

and gaming. The qualification also allows an outcome for small businesses requiring multi-skilled employees. 

 

EXTERNAL PROVIDER:  TAFE North or alternate external provider 

DELIVERY:    A St Patrick’s College Teacher in partnership with external provider 

COST:   $600 (Subject to Change) 

 

Assessment will be competency-based and on-going. 

 

Further Information: 
Head of Faculty – Careers/Vocational Education 

Ms Catherine Rentoule 

crentoule@stpatscollege.qld.edu.au 

 

  

mailto:crentoule@stpatscollege.qld.edu.au
mailto:crentoule@stpatscollege.qld.edu.au
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CHEMISTRY 
Chemistry investigates the structure of matter and how particles react with one another. This two-year course 

investigates chemistry and its application to real-world situations.  Chemistry is a practical science where a significant 

amount of time is spent in the laboratory on experimental work. At the heart of this is the assumption that students 

gain an understanding of the events they see in the world around them by modelling and testing their ideas.  

 

Topics throughout Semesters One and Two include: “Living in a Material World” which gives the conceptual models 

that allow the explanation of the physical world, “Who Dunnit?” which is an introduction to a range of analytic 

techniques used in Forensic Chemistry, and “Up, Up and Away!” which explores the properties and behaviours of 

gases.  

 

In Semesters Three and Four, students study the following units: “Pandora’s Box” which involves an investigation into 

corrosion, “A Balancing Act!” which looks at industrial chemistry, and “Somethin’s Burnin’!” which is a study into 

exothermic reactions and sustainable energy.  Assessment is based on three criteria: Knowledge and Conceptual 

Understanding, Investigative Processes and Evaluating and Concluding.  

 

Assessment will include a variety of instruments, including: 

 Supervised Assessments 

 Extended Response Tasks 

 Extended Experimental Investigations 
 

**At least a high Sound Achievement in Year 10 Science and a Sound Achievement in Year 10A Mathematics are 

recommended prerequisites for this subject.  
 

Further Information: 
Head of Faculty – Science & Hospitality 

Mrs Annie Van Homrigh 

avanhomrigh@stpatscollege.qld.edu.au 

 

DRAMA 
A study of Drama is important because it is interesting, thought-provoking and important to our culture. We are all 

natural storytellers and love to hear a story told out loud. Drama is instilled into us from infancy, and takes storytelling 

to the visual and physical levels.   Drama also has a significant place in every other area of study. It encourages self-

confidence in presentation and fosters a creative approach to every subject. 

 

Areas of Theatrical study in Year 11 and 12 Drama include: 

 

 Documentary Drama, Verbatim 

Theatre, Process Drama 

 Live Theatre Performance 

Critique 

 Commedia dell’Arte, Satire, 

Process Drama 

 Australian Gothic Theatre 

 

 Realism in Australian Theatre 

 Elizabethan Theatre and Comedy 

of Manners 

 

Assessment will include a variety of instruments, including: 

 Group Performances – scripted texts and individual forming (devising of original texts)  

 Responding tasks written under exam conditions 

 Practical forming tasks based on workshop activities 
 

Further Information: 
Acting Head of Faculty – English, Arts & Languages (Semester II 2016) 

Mr Cameron Triffett 

ctriffett@stpatscollege.qld.edu.au 
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ECONOMICS 
Economics is a study of how to use scarce resources in the best way possible. The emphasis is on the application of 

economic skills and concepts to equip students with the skills to manage their future financial resources and assess 

wealth management strategies for the various stages of their life. It helps senior students gain key employment skills 

and competencies and to participate effectively in, and contribute to, economic decision making. 

 

Topics include: 

 Market and Supply and Demand Models 

 Share Market Skills 

 Micro-economic Issues – Wealth Creation and Debt Control 

 Challenges of a changing population 

 Macro-Economic Issues for Australia 

 Challenges and Issue to Operating a Business in Australia 

 International Economics 

 Trade Benefits for the Australian Economy 

 

Assessment will include a variety of instruments, including: 

 In class tests 

 Research Assignments 

 Oral Presentations with integrated technology 
 

Further Information: 
Head of Faculty – Humanities  

Mr Brian Hawke 

bhawke@stpatscollege.qld.edu.au  
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ENGLISH 
Senior English develops over two years during which time the course increases in complexity through the content 

studied, concepts introduced and assessment. Each student should enhance their ability to critically read and compose 

a wide range of spoken, visual and written texts in a variety of contexts. Students will have the opportunity to produce 

innovative creative texts, powerful persuasive texts as well as more formal and academic ones. In order to understand 

the layers of meaning that exist within texts, students will construct alternate readings both creatively and analytically.  
 

It is hoped that the course will engage students and foster an appreciation and passion for reading to enhance their 

understanding of the world and provide endless opportunities for the future. Senior English will involve the examination 

and study of a comprehensive range of material from classics such as Shakespeare, through to the language and texts 

of the mass media and popular culture. Resources used take into account as much as possible individual differences 

between teachers, classes and students. When formal homework is not given, students are expected to read as widely 

as possible and to be working on assignments. 
 

Topics include: 

 Australian Stories – Exploration of aspects of the 

Australian Culture. 

 Minorities and the Marginalised – Exploring the 

construction of marginalised groups in a range 

of texts from Australia and around the world 

 Popular Culture – Examine how evolving social 

change is communicated through a variety of 

texts, including a Shakespearean Play. 

 Another Time; Another Place – An examination of 

canonical texts that allow students to explore 

and understand diverse historical periods. 

 A Study of Poetry – A focus on famous poems 

and poets from a range of eras, forms and 

themes. 

Assessment will include a variety of instruments, including: 

 Persuasive Speeches 

 Narrative Essays 

 Analytical Essays 

 Feature Articles 

 Media Seminars 

 Monologues 

Further Information: 
Acting Head of Faculty – English, Arts & Languages (Semester II 2016) 

Mr Cameron Triffett 

ctriffett@stpatscollege.qld.edu.au 

ENGLISH COMMUNICATION*  
English is both the principal spoken language and the predominant written language of personal and public life in 

Australia. Fluency in Australian English allows people to participate in all spheres of society, within this country and a 

global context. Effective communication is vital to achieve success in life. New technologies, the influences of 

globalisation and the restructured workplace require students to be apt in a variety of ways of communicating, in 

preparation for lifelong learning.  
 

English Communication offers a course for those who wish to build their understanding of the language and the way 

it is constructed, as well as improving their writing in a variety of contexts. Whilst this is an Authority registered 

subject, it will still challenge the girls and prepare them for the workforce and life after school. 
 

Topics include: 

 Newsletters 

 Youth in the Media 

 Workplace Communication 

 The roles of charity 

organisations 

 Women of the world 

 Yarning all around the World 

 World of work 

 I am a survivor -Survival 

Guide  

 

Assessment will include a variety of instruments, including: 

 Written tasks 

 Spoken tasks 

mailto:ctriffett@stpatscollege.qld.edu.au
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ENGLISH FOR ESL LEARNERS 
Through studying English for ESL Learners, students develop the:  

 ability to communicate in written and spoken Standard Australian English (SAE) with confidence, clarity, accuracy 

and appropriateness for social, academic, business and creative purposes 

 language skills and strategies to learn independently and collaboratively  

 ability to think critically and creatively to meet the demands of current and future studies  

 willingness and capacity to become discriminating and discerning readers, writers, listeners and speakers 

 appreciation of Standard Australian English as the main language of communication in Australia  

 understanding of Australian cultural references in communication  

 ability to participate confidently and effectively in Australia’s diverse cultures and to contribute to enriching them 
 

Eligibility Courses developed from this syllabus will suit students for whom English is not their first or home language, 

students may include; newly arrived students to Australia; students  who have a restricted knowledge of English;  

varying exposure to English, but who have had disrupted education in one or more countries, including Australia;  

some formal language exposure to English, and significant formal education in another language or languages, before 

arrival in Australia and  Aboriginal students and Torres Strait Islander students for whom SAE is not the first or home 

language. 
 

NOTE: English for ESL Learners meets the prerequisite requirements for the vast majority of Tertiary courses in 

Queensland. 
 

Assessment will include a variety of instruments, including: 

 Written Assignments: 

 Analytical Essays 
 Reflective Memoirs 
 Persuasive and Reflective Feature Articles 

 Oral Presentations: 

 Oral Presentations with integrated technology 

 Speech 

 One to one interviews 
 

Further Information: 
Acting Head of Faculty – English, Arts & Languages (Semester II 2016) 

Mr Cameron Triffett 

ctriffett@stpatscollege.qld.edu.au 

FRENCH 
A proficiency in French gives access to the living and working language of hundreds of millions of people around the 

world and is the first or second language spoken and understood in more than 50 countries. It is spoken in Europe, 

North America, South America, the Caribbean, Africa, South-East Asia and the Pacific region. 
 

The main goal of the program is to ensure that students are able to communicate fluently and confidently in both oral 

and written French while they develop a love of learning a language. The language learning program used is Tapis Volant 

2.  
 

Topics include: 

 French current affairs 

 Sports 

 Health and fitness 

 Fashion 

 History 

 Desires for the future 

Assessment will include a variety of instruments, including: 

 Oral Presentations 

 Written assignments 
 

Further Information: 
Acting Head of Faculty – English, Arts & Languages (Semester II 2016) 

Mr Cameron Triffett 

ctriffett@stpatscollege.qld.edu.au 
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GEOGRAPHY 
Geography focuses on the study of human and natural characteristics of places, and the interactions between them. It 

is a rich and complex discipline which includes two vital dimensions: the spatial dimension (where things are and why 

they are there); and the ecological dimension (how humans interact with environments). The study of Geography 

prepares students for adult life by developing an informed perspective about local, regional, national and global 

situations.   
 

Topics include: 

 Responding to natural hazards 

 Managing catchments 

 Feeding the world’s people 

 Exploring the geography of disease 

 Sustaining communities 

 Connecting people and places 

 Living with climate change 

 Sustaining biodiversity 

 

Assessment will include a variety of instruments, including: 

 In class tests 

 Research Assignments 

 Oral Presentations with integrated technology 
 

Further Information: 
Head of Faculty – Humanities  

Mr Brian Hawke 

bhawke@stpatscollege.qld.edu.au  

GRAPHICS  
Graphics engages students in solving design problems and presenting their ideas and solutions as graphical products. 

Students explore design problems through the lens of a design process where they identify and explore a need or 

opportunity of a target audience; research, generate and develop ideas; produce and evaluate solutions. Students 

communicate solutions in the form of graphical representations using industry conventions where applicable. 

 

Topics include: 

 Graphic Design – Identity 

 Built Environment – Landscape 

Architecture 

 Graphic Design – Publications 

 Graphic Design – Maps and Charts 

 Built Environment – Interior 

Design 

 Built Environment – Architecture 

 Graphic Design – Product 

Packaging 

 Built Environment – Landscape 

Architecture 

Students studying Graphics will be assessed using the criteria of Knowledge and Understanding, Analysis and 

Application and Synthesis and Evaluation.  

 

Assessment will include a variety of instruments, including: 

 Design Portfolio 

 Extended Response Examinations 
 

Further Information: 
Head of Faculty – Mathematics & Technology 

Mr John Gilmore 

jgilmore@stpatscollege.qld.edu.au   
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HOME ECONOMICS (only Year 12 in 2017) 
Home Economics offers students opportunities to discover and further develop critical and creative capabilities that 

enhance individual and family wellbeing. In turn, these attributes can be used in their personal and professional lives, 

informing their future decisions and actions. A central premise of Home Economics is that today’s actions and attitudes 

determine present and future welfare, security, and happiness of individuals, families and communities. Home 

Economists educate, inform and advise government, industry and the community. Their advice can help individuals 

make better lifestyle choices. Career opportunities are available in community and education agencies such as health, 

families, housing, and community services as well as in industries related to design, fashion, food and textiles. 
 

Topics include: 

 Individuals, families and  communities  Textiles and fashion 

 Nu 

 Nutrition and food 

 

Assessment will include a variety of instruments, including: 

 Practical Assessments 

 Examinations 

 Assignment/Project Work 

 

Further Information: 
Head of Faculty – Science & Hospitality 

Mrs Annie Van Homrigh 

avanhomrigh@stpatscollege.qld.edu.au 

 
 

INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY SYSTEMS (ITS) 
Information technology (IT) is an area characterised by frequent and rapid change. It presents particular challenges for 

Australian society, especially the need to respond to emerging technologies and trends. Information technology 

involves the use of technologies by which people manipulate and share information in its various forms — text, 

graphics, sound and video — and the range of devices used to perform these functions. 

 

Topics include: 

 Graphic design 

 Game design 

 Website development 

 Video and Film production 

Students studying Information Technology Systems will be assessed using the criteria of Knowledge and 

Communication, Design and Development and Implementation and Evaluation.   
 

Assessment will include a variety of instruments, including: 

 Project Development 

 Written Examinations 

 Oral Presentations with integrated technology 
 

Further Information: 
Head of Faculty – Mathematics & Technology 

Mr John Gilmore 

jgilmore@stpatscollege.qld.edu.au   
 

mailto:jgilmore@stpatscollege.qld.edu.au


~ 21 ~ 

 

 

JAPANESE 
Japan is still Australia’s biggest trading partner. Learning Japanese helps students to improve their business relationship 

skills with Japanese people and/or companies, which increases students’ potential employment prospects. People who 

speak Japanese are in demand as diplomats, teachers, translators, interpreters, and in business and tourism. Learning 

Japanese will enrich students’ lives. It gives insight into a nation of people with a long history and complex culture. 

 

Topics include: 

 Introducing yourself 

 Exchange student 

 Celebrations 

 Interests and hobbies 

 Entertainment 

 Environmental issues 

 Travel 

 Tourism 

 Adolescence 

 Youthful celebrations 

 Dreams of future 

 Living in Japan 

 
 

Assessment will include a variety of instruments, including: 

 Written and Oral Presentations 

 Assignment/Research Work 

 Speaking/role play scenarios 

Further Information: 
Acting Head of Faculty – English, Arts & Languages (Semester II 2016) 

Mr Cameron Triffett 

ctriffett@stpatscollege.qld.edu.au 

 

LEGAL STUDIES 
Legal Studies is about developing an understanding of the Australian legal system and how it affects students’ basic 

rights, obligations and responsibilities.  Students will explore how to become an active and informed citizen and learn 

how to constructively question and contribute to the improvement of laws and legal processes.  Students will develop 

knowledge and understanding of the frameworks which regulate and shape our society. 
 

Topics include: 

 The Legal System  

 Criminal Law  

 Introduction to Civil 

Obligations  

 Sport and the Law 

 Human Rights  

 Independent Inquiry  

 

 International law 

 Family and the law 

 

 

Assessment will include a variety of instruments, including: 

 In class tests 

 Research Assignments 

 Oral presentations with integrated technology 

 

Further Information: 
Head of Faculty – Humanities  

Mr Brian Hawke 

bhawke@stpatscollege.qld.edu.au  
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MARINE SCIENCE 
Marine Science is an exciting new subject that was offered for the first time at St. Patrick’s College Townsville in 2016.  

Marine Science is a practical subject that enables inquiry-based learning, whereby students investigate marine 

environments, issues and problems in authentic and relevant contexts.  The highlights for students include 

presentations by guest speakers from Industry and Academia and field trips including camps to island locations. 

 

Over the two-year course, students will study a variety of units in the following four areas of study: Marine Biology, 

Oceanography, Conservation and Sustainability, and Marine Research Skills. Marine Science is a hands-on subject that 

gets students out of the classroom and up-close with marine life where they will develop skills that may serve as a 

basis for further education and employment in the fields of marine biology, fisheries and aquaculture, conservation and 

resource management, tourism and seafood and maritime industries. Assessment is based on three criteria: Knowledge 

and Understanding, Investigation and Analysis, and Evaluation and Communication.  

 

Assessment will include a variety of instruments, including: 

 Extended Research Response 

 Extended Response to Stimulus 

 Short Response Tests 

 Extended Response Tests 
 

**At least a Sound Achievement in Year 10 Science is a recommended prerequisite for this subject.  
 

Further Information: 
Head of Faculty – Science & Hospitality 

Mrs Annie Van Homrigh 

avanhomrigh@stpatscollege.qld.edu.au 

 

MATHEMATICS A 
Mathematics A emphasises the development of positive attitudes towards the student’s involvement in mathematics. 

This development is encouraged through the use of relevant personal and work-related learning experiences. There 

is also a focus on the development of mathematical knowledge and understanding through investigative and explorative 

approaches to learning.  

 

Topics include: 

 Managing Money 1 – Financial 

Mathematics 

 Managing Money 2 – 

Consumer and Financial 

literacy 

 Linking 2 and 3 Dimensions – 

Applied Geometry 

 Data Collection and 

Presentation – Statistics and 

Probability 

 Maps and Compasses – 

Navigation 

 Operations Research – 

Networks and Queuing 

 Elements of Applied 

Geometry 

Students are assessed using the criteria of Knowledge and Procedures, Modelling and Problem Solving and 

Communication and Justification.   

 

Assessment will include a variety of instruments, including: 

 Supervised Examinations 

 Extended Modelling Tasks 

 Problem Solving Tasks 
 

Further Information: 
Head of Faculty – Mathematics & Technology 

Mr John Gilmore 

jgilmore@stpatscollege.qld.edu.au   
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MATHEMATICS B 
Mathematics B provides a foundation for further studies in disciplines within which mathematics and statistics have 

important roles. It is also advantageous for further studies in the health and social sciences. In summary, Mathematics 

B is designed for students whose future pathways may involve mathematics and statistics, and their application, in a 

range of disciplines at a tertiary level. 

 

Topics include: 
 

Assessment will include a variety of instruments, including: 

 Introduction to Functions 

 Rates of Change 

 Periodic Functions 

 Exponential and logarithmic 

functions and applications 

 Introduction to Integration 

 Applied Statistical Analysis 

 Optimisation 

 

Students are assessed using the criteria of Knowledge and Procedures, Modelling and Problem Solving and 

Communication and Justification.   

 

Assessment will include a variety of instruments, including: 

 Supervised Examinations 

 Extended Modelling Tasks 

 Problem Solving Tasks 
 

Further Information: 
Head of Faculty – Mathematics & Technology 

Mr John Gilmore 

jgilmore@stpatscollege.qld.edu.au   
 

MATHEMATICS C 
Mathematics C has been designed to be taken in conjunction with Mathematics B. The subject contains topics in 

functions, calculus, probability and statistics that build on and deepen the ideas presented in Mathematics B and 

demonstrate their application in many areas. Vectors, complex numbers and matrices are introduced. Mathematics C 

is designed for students with a strong interest in mathematics, including those intending to study mathematics, statistics, 

all sciences and associated fields, economics or engineering at university. 

 

Topics include: 

 Introduction to groups 

 Real and complex number 

systems 

 Matrices and applications 

 Vectors and applications 

 Calculus 

 Structures and patterns 

 Dynamics 

 Advanced periodic and 

exponential functions 

 

Students are assessed using the criteria of Knowledge and Procedures, Modelling and Problem Solving and 

Communication and Justification.   

 

Assessment will include a variety of instruments, including: 

 Supervised Examinations 

 Extended Modelling Tasks 

 Problem Solving Tasks 
 

Further Information: 
Head of Faculty – Mathematics & Technology 

Mr John Gilmore 

jgilmore@stpatscollege.qld.edu.au   
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MODERN HISTORY 
Young people who wish to play an active role in contributing to the development of their nation in the new millennium 

will find an understanding of Modern History is essential.  Globally and locally, societies are undergoing rapid and 

turbulent change and a historical perspective equips a person to adapt to such change, and to establish a range of 

values that shape their attitudes, beliefs and behaviours in order to influence change in their own spheres of activity. 

 

Topics include: 

 National History  

 Studies of Conflict  

 Studies of Power  

 Studies of Hope  

 

Assessment will include a variety of instruments, including: 

 In class tests 

 Research Assignments 

 Oral Presentations with integrated technology 
 

Further Information: 
Head of Faculty – Humanities  

Mr Brian Hawke 

bhawke@stpatscollege.qld.edu.au  
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MUSIC 
The study of Music encourages the development of the whole musician through a well-trained mind, ear, heart and 

hand. Performance skills are sequentially developed and applied through a number of musical mediums, including 

reading, writing, analysing, composing and improvising.  From these experiences, students gain a deep understanding 

into a variety of musical genres and styles. 
 

Active music listening experiences are facilitated, including the exploration of classical art music, folk music and popular 

music.  It is recommended that students specialise in playing a musical instrument of their choice over the two-year 

course. 
 

Units studied include: 

 Sounds Australia 

 An exploration into the multifaceted culture 

of Australia through exploring music of a wide 

variety of contexts, genres and styles. 

Examples include the folk music of Australia 

(both indigenous and colonial), as well as 

classical art music and popular music styles. 

 So, You Think You Can Dance? 

 This unit explores the culture and 

development of dance music. It will 

draw from the early development of 

dance music in the Baroque period, 

through to more recent popular 

repertoire, including techno and trance 

music. 
 

 Connections 

 This unit explores the relevance of classical Art 

music in the lives of Australian youth. Often Art 

music is dismissed as being out of date and touch 

with the needs and desires of people in the 21st 

century. Through active music making students 

will experience our past as a connection to the 

music we hear and experience today. 
 

 Music for the Stage and Screen 

 This unit explores a range of styles and 

genres from music of the theatre and 

film music. 

 Your Signature Tune 

 Exploration within your particular area 

of interest 

 

Assessment will include a variety of instruments, including: 

 Written and practical homework tasks 

 Composition 

 Performance 

 Musicology 

MUSIC EXTENSION (Year 12 Only) 
Do you have specific musical abilities or talents? Do you enjoy music and want to explore a particular area of music in 

greater depth? Then Music Extension might be the subject for you. 

 

Music Extension is an exciting and challenging course for students already enrolled in Senior Music and is studied over 

both Year 12 semesters. Students choose one of three specialisations — Composition, Musicology or Performance 

— as a context for expressing music ideas and developing a personal music style. As a composer, musicologist or 

performer students are encouraged to develop technique and skills in their chosen specialisation and to communicate 

these music ideas to an audience through compositions, musicological presentations, or performances. Because the 

focus is on self-directed, independent learning students are able to plan their own course of study. Students can select 

their own repertoire for performance, create their own music and/or select their own topics for research. Students 

may also be involved in individual instruction and practice, personal research, classroom learning experiences and 

ensemble rehearsal. 

 

Further Information: 
Head of Department Music 

Ms Katherine Murphy 

kmurphy@stpatscollege.qld.edu.au 
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PHYSICAL EDUCATION 
Physical Education involves the study of physical activity and emphasises the active integration of learning experiences 

in, about and through physical activity. It also aims to allow student to become intelligent performers and physically 

educated. Equal time and emphasis are given to each of the units of work for both theoretical and practical elements.  
 

The course is organised into four physical activities studied over the four semesters of the course. These serve as a 

source of content and data, but also as a medium for learning. The four physical activities are: 

 Volleyball 

 Netball 

 Touch 

 Lifesaving 
   

Theoretical units are studied each term over four semesters of the course. The specific subject matter is drawn from 

three content areas: 

 Learning physical skills – Motor learning, psychology and biomechanics. 

 Process and effects of training and exercise – Energy systems, exercise physiology principles and training 

program design. 

 Equity and access to exercise, sport and physical activity in Australian society – Figueroa’s framework is used 

as a tool for examining this content area with depth. 
 

Assessment will include a variety of instruments, including: 

 Oral Presentations with integrated technology 

 Research Reports 

 Supervised Written Assessment 

 Analytical Exposition 

 Physical Performance 
 

**Students must be aware that physical performance and the theoretical elements of the course are equally weighted 

in assessment.  
 

Further Information: 
Head of Faculty – Health & Physical Education & Sport 

Mrs Yana Hurst-Newton 

yhurst@stpatscollege.qld.edu.au  
 

PHYSICS 
When a student undertakes a course in Physics, she will undertake an adventure into the physical universe, its laws 

and its interactions.  During the two-year course, students will study a variety of contexts including: Electricity and 

Magnetism, Astronomy, Optics, Motion, Radiation and Gravity. St. Patrick’s College Townsville is fortunate to have a 

specialist Physics laboratory that enables students to engage in a wide variety of practical activities that support their 

theoretical understanding of Physics concepts.  In addition to this, highlights for students include field trips, 

presentations by guest speakers and the Astronomy Evening.  Assessment is based on three criteria: Knowledge and 

Conceptual Understanding, Investigative Processes and Evaluating and Concluding. 
 

Assessment will include a variety of instruments, including: 

 Supervised Assessments  

 Extended Response Tasks 

 Extended Experimental Investigations 
 

** At least a High Achievement in Year 10 Science and a High Achievement in Year 10A Mathematics are 

recommended prerequisites for this subject.  Students are also required to study Mathematics B in conjunction with 

Physics. Mathematics C is also a complementary subject to Physics, but is not a requirement.  
 

Further Information: 
Head of Faculty – Science & Hospitality 

Mrs Annie Van Homrigh 

avanhomrigh@stpatscollege.qld.edu.au 
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PREVOCATIONAL MATHEMATICS* 
Prevocational Mathematics is designed to help students improve their numeracy by building their confidence and 

success in making meaning of mathematics. It aims to assist students to overcome any past difficulties with, or 

negative attitudes towards, mathematics, so that they can use mathematics efficiently and critically to make informed 

decisions in their daily lives.  

 

Topics include: 

 Mathematics for interpreting 

society – number skills 

 Mathematics for interpreting 

society – data 

 Mathematics for personal 

organisation – location and 

time 

 Mathematics for practical 

purposes – measurement 

 Mathematics for personal 

organisation – finance 
 

Students are assessed using the criteria of Knowing, Applying and Explaining.  

 

Assessment will include a variety of instruments, including: 

 Written Examinations 

 Folio of Work 

 Oral Presentations with integrated technologies 

 Assignments 
 

Further Information: 
Head of Faculty – Mathematics & Technology 

Mr John Gilmore 

jgilmore@stpatscollege.qld.edu.au   
 

RECREATION* 
Recreation focuses on the role recreation has in the life of individuals and communities. It provides students with 

opportunities to learn in, through and about recreation activities. Students will experience the challenge and fun of 

active participation in physical activity while developing beneficial vocational and life skills. The skills developed in 

Recreation may help students in work, personal fitness, or general health and wellbeing.  

Students will be involved in acquiring, applying and evaluating information about physical activities and performances, 

planning and organising activities, investigating solutions to individual and community recreation challenges, and using 

suitable technologies where relevant.  

Assessment in Recreation gives students opportunities to demonstrate knowledge, understanding and skills in, about 

and through participation in recreation activities.  

Assessment will include a variety of instruments, including: 

 Projects and Investigations 

 Examinations 

 Physical Performances 

Further Information: 
Head of Faculty – Health & Physical Education & Sport 

Mrs Yana Hurst-Newton 

yhurst@stpatscollege.qld.edu.au  
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RELIGION & ETHICS* 
Religion and Ethics helps students to know and understand the influence that values, belief systems or religious 

traditions have on their own and other people's behaviour. A search for meaning helps students from various cultural, 

social, linguistic and economic backgrounds to learn about and reflect on the richness of religious and ethical 

worldviews. Religion and Ethics focuses on the personal, relational and spiritual perspectives of human experience.  It 

encourages students to develop ethical attitudes and behaviours required for effective participation in the community 

and to think critically, creatively and constructively about their future role in it. 

 

Topics include: 

 Australian Scene 

 Social Justice 

 Religions of the World 

 Peace and Conflict  

 Meaning and Purpose 

 Heroes and Role Models 

 Spirituality 

 Sacred Stories 

 

Assessment will include a variety of instruments, including: 

 Project 

 Investigation 

 Extended Response to Stimulus 

 Examination 
 

Further Information: 
Director of Faith & Identity 

Mrs Anne-Marie Hammond 

ahammond@stpatscollege.qld.edu.au 

 

STUDY OF RELIGION 
Study of Religion is an inquiry based subject that explores the great variety of religious traditions.  This subject will 

assist students to develop an understanding of the way particular cultural contexts have influenced and continue to 

influence people around the world.  Students will understand and appreciate the purpose, meaning and significance of 

religion in the lives of individuals, society and global communities. Students will investigate patterns of belief, religious 

traditions and the ways in which these contribute to the shaping of people’s lives and experiences.  The core skills and 

competencies practiced in Study of Religion are valuable for tertiary study. 

 

Topics include:  

 Religion and State Relations  

 Religion and Ethics 

 Christian, Islamic and Buddhist traditions 

 Religion and Ritual  

 Ultimate Questions 

 Christian, Hindu and Jewish Traditions 

 

Assessment will include a variety of instruments, including: 

 Oral Presentations with integrated technology 

 Extended Written Responses 

 Response to Stimulus 

 

Further Information: 
Director of Faith & Identity 

Mrs Anne-Marie Hammond 

ahammond@stpatscollege.qld.edu.au 
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VISUAL ART 
Visual Art is a powerful and persuasive means of communication. This subject enhances students’ capacities to think, 

create and question, provide skills to interpret and express ideas. Studying Visual Art also engenders a greater 

understanding of one’s own culture as well as other cultures. Visual Art is a two year course of study comprised of 

several units of work based on concepts, focuses and media areas.  
 

Topics include:  

 

 Art as Evidence 

 Art as Identification 

 Art as Navigation 

 Art as a Catalyst 

 Art as Culture Networking 

 Art as Experience 

  

  

Assessment in Visual Art is based on three criteria these are Visual literacy, Application and Appraising. 
 

Assessment will include a variety of instruments, including: 

 Making Folio 

 Experimental Folio 

 Short and Extended Writing such as Reports, Essays, Reviews and Critiques. 
 

Further Information: 
Acting Head of Faculty – English, Arts & Languages (Semester II 2016) 

Mr Cameron Triffett 

ctriffett@stpatscollege.qld.edu.au 

 

VISUAL ARTS IN PRACTICE* 
Visual Arts in Practice is an arts course with a practical and vocational orientation. The course encourages students 

to participate as artist practitioners, taking projects from initial conception through to completion. Individual and 

creative responses are fostered as students communicate ideas and information through arts making. Where applicable, 

students also learn about relevant workplace health and safety issues, effective work practices and arts administration, 

leading to the acquisition of necessary skills for a beginning practitioner. The main strands covered over the four 

semesters of Years 11 and 12 are 2D, 3D, design and craft.  

 

Assessment will include a variety of instruments, including: 

 

 Projects 

 Artworks 

 

 Extended Response to Stimulus Material 

 Investigations 

 

  

In Year 12, students will be expected to complete four assessment tasks, including a project and an artwork. 
 

Further Information: 
Acting Head of Faculty – English, Arts & Languages (Semester II 2016) 

Mr Cameron Triffett 

ctriffett@stpatscollege.qld.edu.au 
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TAFE COURSES* 
These courses can only be selected by Selection Rank Pathway students and must be in conjunction with study of a 

Cert III at the College. 

 

TAFE Courses are offered one day per week at TAFE North. Courses currently offered in 2016 are listed below. 

Offerings for 2017 will be available in Term 3, 2016. All courses are funded through the ‘VET in Schools’ Program. 

Students may complete ONE fee free Certificate II level course throughout Year 11 and 12. 
 

Course may include: 

 Certificate II in Automotive Servicing Technology 

 Certificate II in Retail Make-Up and Skin Care 

 Certificate II in Community Services 

 Certificate I in Construction 

 Certificate II Electro technology 

 Certificate II in Engineering Pathway 

 Certificate II in Furniture Making  

 Certificate II in Hairdressing (a cost is involved) 

 Certificate II in Horticulture 

 Certificate II in Logistics 

 Certificate I in Plumbing 

 Certificate II in Tourism  (online via Cairns) 
 

Students wishing to attend TAFE one day per week will apply in Term 3, 2016 and will need to attend an interview at 

TAFE North. Students missing school one day per week for TAFE will study six subjects at school. The extra time will 

be used for them to catch up on work missed while they are at TAFE. 

 

Further Information: 
Head of Faculty – Careers/Vocational Education 

Ms Catherine Rentoule 

crentoule@stpatscollege.qld.edu.au 
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