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CURRICULUM MATRIX 
KEY LEARNING AREA YEAR 8 YEARS 9 & 10 YEARS 11 & 12 

KEY LEARNING AREA YEARS 7 & 8 

RELIGION  Religion 

ENGLISH  English 

MATHEMATICS  Mathematics 

SCIENCE  Science 

HEALTH & PHYSICAL EDUCATION  Health & Physical Education 

HUMANITIES  Humanities 

THE ARTS  Visual Art 

 Music 

 Drama 

LANGUAGES  French 

 Japanese 

 English as an Additional Language or Dialect 

(EALD) 

TECHNOLOGY  Digital Technology 

 Food & Technology 

PERSONAL DEVELOPMENT   Personal Development 

READING  Reading 

 

 

YEARS 7 AND 8 
 
Education must equip students to live in a diverse and ever changing technology-based world. Students must know 

how to problem solve, work independently and collaboratively with others, be a contributing member of the 

community and to be resilient in the face of adversity. The subjects offered in Years 7 and 8 at St Patrick’s College 

Townsville allow students to experience a diverse range of subjects before they are asked to make more specific 

choices in Year 9 and then again in Year 11. 

 

All students will undertake the same core course of study in Year 7 and 8, with the exception of languages, which are 

selected at the completion of Year 7 for the following year. All subjects will be studied for the year, except for subjects 

such as Languages, The Arts and Technology which will be offered on a rotational basis. 
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CORE SUBJECT DESCRIPTIONS  

 

ENGLISH 
 

English will focus on three strands: Language, Literature and Literacy in alignment with the Australian Curriculum 

standards. The course is concerned with language in all its forms, and thus a wide range of written and spoken texts 

encompassing both cultural and social constructs. Several texts students will encounter acknowledge the contribution 

of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people and also Australia’s link to Asia, which will expand the scope of their 

experiences and understanding of the broader community to which they belong.  

The central focus is the development of students’ abilities to comprehend and compose diverse texts for a range of 

purposes and audiences. We seek to foster a culture of reading and writing with a fundamental emphasis on the control 

and refinement of the skills and processes of effective communication and increasing complexity. This will be 

accomplished by focusing on studying and creating Imaginative, informative, analytical and powerful persuasive text 

types. It is through the study of English that each student will learn to analyse, understand, communicate with and build 

relationships with others. Formal homework will be given. When it is not, it is expected that the students read or 

work on assessment. 

 

HUMANITIES 

In Years 7 & 8, Humanities consists of a combination of History and Geography. 

HISTORY 

In Year 7 and 8 History, the Ancient World is the historical period studied. Through studying this historical period, 

students recognise and explain patterns of change and continuity over time; describe the effects of change on societies, 

individuals and groups; describe events and developments from the perspective of different people who lived at the 

time; explain the role of groups and how they were influenced by the beliefs and values of their society; and different 

interpretations of the past. 

Topics include: 

 Investigating the Ancient Past  

 The Mediterranean World (Egypt)  

 The Ancient World (China)

 Expanding Contacts: The Spanish Conquest of the Americas  

 The Asia-Pacific World: The Polynesian Expansion of the Pacific  

 The Western and Islamic World: Medieval Europe 
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GEOGRAPHY 

Throughout Year 7 and 8 Geography, students learn to question why the world is the way it is, reflect on their 

relationships with and responsibilities for the world, and propose actions designed to shape a socially just and 

sustainable future.   

Within this subject, students use Geographical Inquiry and Skills including observing, questioning and planning;  

collecting, recording, evaluating and representing; interpreting, analysing and concluding; communicating; and reflecting 

and responding.  

 

Topics include: 

 Water in the World   

 Places and Liveability 

 Landforms and Landscapes  

 Changing Nations 

 

 

HEALTH & PHYSICAL EDUCATION 

All girls in Year 7 and 8 take the core subject of Health and Physical Education (HPE). The subject involves areas of 

study in Health, Personal Development and Physical Education. The objective of the course is to develop the skills, 

knowledge and understanding to strengthen students’ sense of self. They learn to build and practice maintaining a 

healthy lifestyle through respectful relationships, personal and community safety and wellbeing. Whilst also developing 

a range of physical skills though participation in a variety of individual and team sports and activities.   

 

The objective of the subject is to enhance the following key areas for all students: 

 Developing movement and performance skills 

 Understanding and learning through movement 

 Being healthy, safe and active 

 Communicating and interacting for health and wellbeing 

 Contributing to healthy and active communities 

Each term students will undertake one theory unit that encompasses Health, Personal Development or Physical 

Education, and also one practical unit. Practical units may include Swimming, Aerobics, Track and Field, Touch, Cricket, 

Netball, Fitness and a selection of other sports and activities. 

In HPE, assessment is conducted in all areas of study. Theory instruments may include reports, examinations, 

presentations and response to stimulus. Practical assessment is conducted through skill tests, game play and 

performance evaluation. The HPE program encourages full participation from students, emphasising the need for 

regular and varied physical activities. 
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MATHEMATICS 
Mathematics has its own value and beauty and aims to instil in students an appreciation of the elegance and power of 

mathematical reasoning. Mathematical ideas have evolved across all cultures over thousands of years, and are constantly 

developing. Digital technologies are facilitating this expansion of ideas and providing access to new tools for continuing 

mathematical exploration and invention. 

Mathematics at this level focuses on developing increasingly sophisticated and refined mathematical understanding, 

fluency, logical reasoning, analytical thought and problem-solving skills. These capabilities enable students to respond 

to familiar and unfamiliar situations by employing mathematical strategies to make informed decisions and solve 

problems efficiently. In keeping with current trends a greater emphasis is now being placed on Technology and Problem 

Solving.  

Depending upon mathematical ability, various courses may be pursued after Year 9. These are displayed in the diagram 

below: 

 
 

  Year 10 Mathematical 

Methods 

 11/12 Specialist Mathematics 

11/12 Mathematical Methods 

  or   

Year 7, 8, 9 Mathematics  Year 10 General 

Mathematics 

 11/12 General Mathematics 

  or   

  Year 10 Essential 

Mathematics 

 11/12 Essential Mathematics 

 

MUSIC 

The study of Music encourages the development of the whole musician through a well-trained mind, ear, heart and 

hand. Over the course of the two-year sequential program, performance skills are sequentially developed and applied 

through a number of musical mediums, including reading, writing, analysing, composing and improvising. From these 

experiences, students gain a deep understanding into a variety of musical genres and styles. Active music listening 

experiences are facilitated, including the exploration of classical art music, folk music, and popular music. Basic skills 

on a number of instruments are introduced at various stages throughout the program. In Year 7 and 8, students apply 

their knowledge of the musical elements on voice, keyboard, ukulele, and percussion, including body percussion and 

drum kit. 

The Classroom Music Program has a focus on musical skill development and is founded in sound pedagogical practice 

based on the Kodály concept of music education. Hungarian Zoltán Kodály believed that music is a gift for everyone, 

and as such, should be taught in a way that allows students the opportunity to access and engage with music while 

developing a deep understanding of the elements of music. St Patrick’s College Townsville’s Classroom Music Program 

embraces this philosophy, and methodology is continuously developed to cater for a diverse range of learning styles. 

 

Units of study include: 

 You Can’t Stop the Beat 

 Pitch That Rhythm 

 All About That Bass 

 The Music in You 

 

Assessment:  

Students will be assessed through a variety of assessment instruments, such as:  

 Practical Task 

 Written Examination 

 Composition 

 Performance  
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RELIGION 
Religious Education aims to assist students in their understanding and knowledge of religion and to foster their spiritual 

development. For many students the Catholic school will be their only experience of church. Some will be hearing the 

Good News for the first time. It is important to remember that Religious Education does not presuppose that students 

have Christian faith, but all students in their own way are seeking meaning in their lives. Religious Education can be a 

valuable support in that search for meaning. Students in Catholic schools, from Prep through to Year 12 all participate 

in Religious Education.  

 

Students will explore topics including: 

 

 Sacred Texts 

 Beliefs  

 Church 

 Christian Life 

 

 

 

SCIENCE 

In Year 7, students explore the diversity of life on Earth and continue to develop their understanding of the role of 

classification in ordering and organising information. They use and develop models such as food chains, food webs and 

the water cycle to represent and analyse the flow of energy and matter through ecosystems and explore the impact 

of changing components within these systems. They consider the interaction between multiple forces when explaining 

changes in an object’s motion. They explore the notion of renewable and non-renewable resources and consider how 

this classification depends on the timescale considered. They investigate relationships in the Earth-sun-moon system 

and use models to predict and explain events. Students make accurate measurements and control variables to analyse 

relationships between system components. They explore and explain these relationships through appropriate 

representations and consider the role of science in decision making processes. 

In Year 8, students are introduced to cells as microscopic structures that explain macroscopic properties of living 

systems. They link form and function at a cellular level and explore the organisation of body systems in terms of flows 

of matter between interdependent organs. Similarly, they explore changes in matter at a particle level, and distinguish 

between chemical and physical change. They begin to classify different forms of energy, and describe the role of energy 

in causing change in systems, including the role of heat and kinetic energy in the rock cycle. Students use 

experimentation to isolate relationships between components in systems and explain these relationships through 

increasingly complex representations. They make predictions and propose explanations, drawing on evidence to 

support their views while considering other points of view. 

 
Assessment is based on three criteria from the Australian Curriculum: Science Understanding, Science as a Human 

Endeavour, and Science Inquiry Skills.  Assessment tasks include examinations, reports on experiments conducted in 

the laboratory and research assignment.  
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ELECTIVES SUBJECT DESCRIPTIONS 

 

DESIGN & TECHNOLOGY 
Design and Technologies has a strong focus on design thinking, the application of the design process and producing 

(making) solutions to design products, services and environments. In Digital Technologies the focus is on the use of 

digital systems, information and computational thinking to create solutions for identified needs and opportunities. This 

subject incorporates elements of Information Technology and STEM and leads to the Design and Technology elective 

in Years 9 and 10.  

 
 

DRAMA 
Drama in the early years is essential to the development of self-confidence and communication skills to assist students 

in all subjects. The study of Drama instils this confidence through the practice of presentations for peers and parents 

on special occasions in a dedicated theatre space. Through both theory and practical work students will experience 

tasks devised to improve visual literacy and analytical skills, speech clarity and diction, use of eye-contact, correct 

posture and confidence when presenting to audiences.  

 
 

FOOD AND TECHNOLOGY 

Food and Technology provide opportunities for students to; analyse how food and fibre are produced when 

designing managed environments and how these can become more sustainable; analyse how characteristics and 

properties of food determine preparation techniques and presentation when designing solutions for healthy eating and 

analyse ways to produce designed solutions through selecting and combining characteristics and properties 

of materials, systems, components, tools and equipment.  

 

VISUAL ART 
Enables students to explore a range of visual art elements, concepts, processes and forms to express ideas through 

images and objects. Through both theory and practical work they experience tasks including: 

 

 The Elements of Art: point, line, shape, tone, texture, colour, form 

 Experimentation across a range of media areas including drawing, painting, printmaking and/or ceramics 

 An Artist in Focus 
 

 

LANGUAGES  

 

FRENCH & JAPANESE 
 

Languages are a means of communicating across cultures and promoting socio-cultural understanding and 

competence. A Year 7 and 8 language student is expected to: comprehend simple oral communications; speak on 

basic everyday topics; understand simple written material; produce basic written language; and acquire some 

knowledge of the life and customs of another culture. French and Japanese at this level aim primarily to develop a 

student’s linguistic ability beyond their native language and lay the foundations of, and stimulate motivation for 

further study in, the language. 

 

In Year 7 students will study one semester each of French and Japanese. At the end of Year 7, students will select 

one of these languages to study for the full year in Year 8.  
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EALD: ENGLISH AS AN ADDITIONAL LANGUAGE OR DIALECT 

In Year 7, those students who have diverse or multilingual backgrounds are eligible to choose EALD in place of French 

or Japanese.  Students include: overseas and Australian-born students whose first language is a language other than 

English and/or Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander students whose first language is an Indigenous language, including 

traditional languages, creoles and related varieties, or Aboriginal English.  The course is designed to address students’ 

individual learning needs and support students to develop their English language skills in reading, writing, speaking and 

listening. Students may choose EALD based on a preliminary reading and writing, test as well as an interview with the 

Learning Enrichment Head of Faculty.  Consultation with parents and carers will be undertaken to ensure this course 

is suitable for the student.

 

OTHER CURRICULUM SUBJECT DESCRIPTIONS  
 

 

PERSONAL DEVELOPMENT EDUCATION 
All students at St Patrick’s College Townsville participate in Personal Development Education.  The content of the 

course is taken from various sources including Positive Psychology, Health section of the HPE curriculum, Restorative 

practices and the Religious Education program. 

 

Focus areas may include: 

 Moral Judgement 

 Healthy Relationships 

 Perseverance & Resilience  

 Decision Making 

 Risk Taking Behaviour 

 Drug Education  

 Social Responsibility 

 Global Citizenship 

 Leadership 

 Growing Up (Puberty) 

 Study Skills 

 Digital Citizenship 

 Bullying  

 Strengths, Values and Self-Esteem 

 

WHOLE SCHOOL CHOIR 
 

Music is an integral part of cultural life at the College, and all students from Year 7 – 12 participate in music making 

through singing together at masses, liturgies, and weekly assemblies. Weekly singing sessions aim to promote student 

well-being, as well as enhanced levels of self-esteem, courage, and confidence.  

 

The practice of community singing embodies a team-building philosophy of working together in a non-competitive, 

highly supportive environment, where each student’s contribution is celebrated and valued. Singing is also a 

fundamental part of any instrumental music study, laying the foundations for musicianship and music literacy, while 

developing each student’s innate sense of musicality. 
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Faculty Email Contact List 

 

 

Faculty Head of Faculty Email Address 

ENGLISH & 

LANGUAGES 
Ms Natasha Walker nwalker@stpatscollege.qld.edu.au 

MATHEMATICS  Mr John Gilmore jgilmore@stpatscollege.qld.edu.au 

RELIGION Mrs Anne-Marie Hammond ahammond@stpatscollege.qld.edu.au 

SCIENCE  Mr Chris Pacey cpacey@stpatscollege.qld.edu.au 

HUMANITIES Ms Liza Martini lmartini@stpatscollege.qld.edu.au 

HEALTH & 

PHYSICAL 

EDUCATION 

Mrs Yana Hurst-Newton yhurst@stpatscollege.qld.edu.au 

FOOD AND 

TECHNOLOGY 
Ms Catherine Rentoule crentoule@stpatscollege.qld.edu.au 

LEARNING 

SUPPORT & 

ENRICHMENT 

Ms Camilla Robson crobson@stpatscollege.qld.edu.au 

MUSIC Ms Katherine Menkens kmenkens@stpatscollege.qld.edu.au 

TECHNOLOGY Dr Jay Burmeister Jburmeister@stpatscollege.qld.edu.au 

VISUAL & 

DRAMATIC ARTS 
Mrs Alyssa Kelly akelly@stpatscollege.qld.edu.au 
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