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Above |   Our STEM Trekkers at NASA Space Camp during the September holidays. 

  

TERM  4   WEEK 2   2016 

 

Welcome to Term 4, it is a term of farewells and celebrations as our Year 12 

girls prepare for their departure from the school.  This is always a bitter sweet 

time in the school’s calendar.  
 

Our first major event for the term will be the Career Women’s Network 

Breakfast which will be held next Friday 21 October, 2016 from 6.45am in the 

Café by the Sea here at school.  Past pupils have registered to attend the event 

to begin offering career mentoring opportunities for our senior girls.  All 

women who are part of our school community are invited to register to be 

part of this network.  It is at these breakfast forums, held twice a year, where our Year 11 and 

12 girls will be able to meet and talk to women from a range of occupational backgrounds.  

Our hope is to connect individual students with individual women from this network as  

mentors.  Positive outcomes are evidenced when women support women, mentor one  

another and provide inspiration to each other.  We believe there is a wealth of wisdom within 

our community and we would like to tap into this valuable resource to empower the young 

women of St Patrick’s College.  Special Guest Bridget Woods, Past Pupil and Executive  

Manager – Tourism and Events -  Townsville Enterprise will address us on this occasion.  
 

Please RSVP as soon as possible if you would like to attend this breakfast. I promise this won’t 

be too demanding a commitment, but it would really benefit our students to be able to discuss 

career aspirations with women already working in these fields.  Thank you to the wonderful 

women in our community who have already put their hand up to be part of this group.   
 

The Sportswomen’s Awards Dinner will be hosted on Tuesday October 25, 2016, here at the 

College. It is looking like it will be a great night with special guests, Ashley Spina, who played 

for the Brisbane Roar in the Australian W-League and Scott Prince, former Australian rugby 

league footballer joining us for this event.  Our girls are engaged in a very broad variety of 

sports and this occasion provides a wonderful opportunity to acknowledge their sporting 

achievements for the year.  Tickets are on sale at Student Reception.  
 

All parents are reminded that Speech Night will be held at the Civic Theatre on November 14, 

2016. This is a compulsory event for students and they are required to wear their academic  

uniform.  This is a very important celebration of scholarship and leadership and presents an 

opportunity to acknowledge academic excellence and dedication to learning.   
 

Please note, in 2017, all camps – from Year 7 – 12 will be held in the first week of Term 2.  

We have decided to trial this whole school camp week so as to minimise disruptions as much 

as possible, particularly as teachers who attend camps often miss classes with other year levels.  

This is not a time to extend the holiday vacation, and I would like to emphasise that attending 

school camps adds another dimension to the learning program and is very much a part of the 

school curriculum. Students are expected to attend camp and I ask that parents support the 

College with this initiative. Blessings, Paulina 

 

 

 

 

 

Upcoming 
Events 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

Women’s Career  

Network Breakfast 

Friday 21 October 
 
 

Sportswomen’s Dinner 

Tuesday 25 October 

 
College Speech Night 

Monday 14 November 

 
Year 12 Graduation 

Mass & Supper 

Thursday 17 November 
 

Year 12 Valedictory 

 Assembly  

Friday 18 November 

 

Year 12 Graduation  

Formal 

Friday 18 November 

Proud Supporters 

Uniform Shop 
Now Open 

Mondays  8am - 10.45am 

Wednesdays 2pm - 

4.45pm  
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DEPUTY PRINCIPAL 
 

2016 INAUGURAL USA STEM TREK  
I was reminded over the September holidays about how amazing our young women are here at this 

College and how incredibly blessed I am to be sharing their journey towards pathways beyond our 

College gates. The trip was incredibly full and intense at times and the pressure during NASA Space 

Camp certainly would have challenged most adults in such circumstances. However, our students 

stood strong together as a team of courageous women supporting each other towards excellence. 

The team was recognised at the graduation ceremony with the Advanced Academy Commander’s 

Cup Award, recognising outstanding achievement in engineering and mission outcomes. This does 

not happen without incredible effort, patience and understanding of each other’s strengths and weaknesses and team  

dynamics. I would like to take this opportunity to sincerely thank Ms Van Homrigh who expertly organised and  

facilitated such an amazing experience for our young scientists and mathematicians. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

YEAR 12 STUDENTS 
I have always found it incredibly exciting and exhilarating to work with young women in Year 12 as they begin to see 

the opportunities presented to them after school ends. It is a bittersweet time for these young women as they reflect 

and deeply appreciate the safety net and familiarity school has brought to their lives, contrasted by the genuine need 

to be independent and courageous without the constraints of school routine and rules.  
 

The young women understand there is still work to be done academically to finish well and with pride in their  

individual effort and determination. This last leg is sometimes the most challenging and I encourage them all to keep 

striving and working hard. Celebrations are just around the corner and the College is looking forward to  

acknowledging their hard work and legacy left for the students that will walk in their steps.  

 
CURRENT LEADERSHIP PROCESS 
Certainly the legacy left by our Year 12s has been felt by the Year 11 cohort. I currently have the pleasure of reading 

the expressions of interest submitted by Year 11 students who seek to carry out a Prefect role in 2017. This process 

is complex and involves many stages. I am pleased to note that our Year 11 students understand the challenges of 

leadership and appreciate that leaders serve and sacrifice on a daily basis. I look forward to working alongside the 

2017 Year 12 Cohort and seeing what gifts they will bring to leading the St Patrick’s College student community. 

 

 

Amber Hauff 

Deputy Principal 

 
 

 

Pictured  Maddy Rooney receiving 

her "Right Stuff" medallion for  

leadership and team work at the 

NASA Space Camp, nominated by 

Camp Counsellors, Jake and Macy. 

The St Patrick’s College team also 

won the Space Camp Engineering 

Award. 
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FAITH & IDENTITY 
 

It’s just over a year since the 17 Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) - a definitive plan for 

people and the planet - were officially adopted by World Leaders at the United Nations General 

Assembly in New York. We were given a vision of how the world could look in 2030. What a 

wonderful world (01:34) it could be!  

 

Three months earlier, Pope Francis had released his encyclical letter, ‘Laudato Si’, asking every 

person to choose ways of living more thoughtfully, more responsibly, more generously, more  

respectfully, for the sake of earth and the entire earth community. 

Next week marks two UN Observances - World Food Day (16 October) and the International Day for the  

Eradication of Poverty (17 October).  

 

SONY CAMP 
A wonderful experience for all involved - please read the reflections from some of our campers later in this  

newsletter.  A big thank you to the staff who assisted in the supervision and health care of our campers, those who 

helped with setting up and pulling down for the Gala Day and of course our Year 11 companions.   

 

Also thanks must go to the organising committee who gave an enormous of their time to the planning of the camp.  

They are: 
 

 Christine Dawes and Rhonda Hillyard from Townsville Community Learning Centre 

 Frank Clarke and Jodie Roberts from Ignatius Park College 

 Angela Hubbucks, Benita Bowles and Amber Hauff from St Patrick’s College 

 The Student representatives on the committee did a great job:  Kearley Robinson, Johanna Kipma, Jack Cobon 

and Damien Sferratore. 

 
 

WORLD CHALLENGE EXPEDITION 
 

It is only six weeks until we leave on expedition.  We are teaming up with a group from Balcatta State High School in 

Perth.  We have organised a Skype date with them early next week.  We won’t actually come face to face with them 

until we meet at the Bangkok International Airport on Saturday November 26!  Our team of Pelista Pilot, Maya  

Johnson, Jesse Blitner, Piper Driscoll, Jai-ann Eastaughffe and Alexis Webster participated in a training camp at  

Alligator Creek last term and have been involved in cultural awareness activities, (how many Cambodian Riel to one 

Australian dollar?) in preparation for the trip.  They are just about kitted out for the expedition with only a last few 

last minute items to be purchased.  Stay tuned for more updates! 

 
 

AMSSA STUDENT CONFERENCE 
 

Riley Milton and Kearley Robinson attended the Australian Mercy Secondary Schools Association’s student conference 

in Sydney over the holidays.  The girls will present a report in our next newsletter, but in the meantime -  

 

“Never before have I organised anything for a school purpose that included such an amazing group of young people. 
Every single person was a credit to themselves, their families and their school. It was truly beautiful to see the way 
they interacted with each other, engaged in the sessions, asked thought provoking questions, and joined in with the 
fun and games.”  (Gabby Scanlon – conference co-ordinator) 

 

 
 

 

 



ACADEMIC NEWS 
 

 

Welcome to Term 4.  Although the term has only just begun, students are already in the midst of 

assessment.  Students should be organising their diary and study schedule to ensure they are  

organised for the short term ahead. Parents, carers and students are all encouraged to familiarise 

themselves with the assessment calendar which can be found at http://www.stpatscollege.qld.edu.au/

curriculum-79u2k7/academic/assessment-exams/  

 

 
 

YEAR 12 IMPORTANT INFORMATION 
Year 12 students have five weeks of school remaining.  During the coming weeks, it is important that Year 12s continue 

to work hard and meet all deadlines.  Year 12 students will have their Exam Block from  

Monday November 7 to Friday November 11.  The Exam Block Timetable was emailed to all Year 12 students this week 

and can also be found at http://www.stpatscollege.qld.edu.au/curriculum-79u2k7/academic/assessment-exams/  
 

Some important dates for Year 12 students were released this week.  Students who sat the Queensland Core Skills 

(QCS) test will be able to access their results from 9am on Wednesday 16 November 2016.  All Year 12 students can 

access all of their results that contribute to their Queensland Certificate of Education (QCE) including their Overall Po-

sitions (OPs), Field Positions (FPs) from 9am on Saturday 17 December 2016.  From Monday 19 December, all Year 12 

students will begin receiving their Senior Education Profiles (SEP) in the mail.  This SEP could include a  

combination of any of the following: 

 

 Queensland Certificate of Education; and/or 

 Tertiary Entrance Statement; and/or 

 Senior Statement 
 

It is important that all Year 12 students have accessed their student connect account prior to these dates.   

https: studentconnect.qcaa.qld.edu.au  

Amy Byrnes 

Director of Studies 

 

4 

Term   4  |    Week 2  |    2016 

 
Students and parents are invited to attend the 

 
 

ST PATRICK’S COLLEGE TOWNSVILLE 
SPEECH NIGHT 2016 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 
STUDENTS ARE ASKED TO WEAR FULL ACADEMIC UNIFORM 

Please RSVP  by Monday 7 November to rsvp@stpatscollege.qld.edu.au 

or telephone 4753 0300 

MONDAY 14 NOVEMBER 

7.00PM 

TOWNSVILLE CIVIC THEATRE 

http://www.stpatscollege.qld.edu.au/curriculum-79u2k7/academic/assessment-exams/
http://www.stpatscollege.qld.edu.au/curriculum-79u2k7/academic/assessment-exams/
http://www.stpatscollege.qld.edu.au/curriculum-79u2k7/academic/assessment-exams/
https://studentconnect.qcaa.qld.edu.au
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BOARDING 
Last week, we welcomed our girls back to boarding for the start of a short, but extremely  

productive term. Due to such a busy term, staff have stressed to the girls the importance of  

maintaining a healthy day-to-day life style; eating well, minimizing ‘junk-food’, sleeping well and  

exercising regularly. Representatives from our catering company worked with the students to  

increase their awareness of healthy food choices and engaged in conversations with many girls  

regarding choices and preferences for meals. It is good to see that many girls choose to walk The 

Strand in the afternoons, use the gym or play sport in the sports shed as part of their daily  

exercise plan. 

 

Daily study opportunities  continue to be a priority for students for all year levels, with the senior girls expected to 

use the library or the newly renovated study room after dinner as well as the before dinner study session.  The  

renovated level two area is light, airy and uplifting. The girls have been enjoying their new bedrooms, study spaces and 

common room where a variety of communal activities, TV watching and conversations have been occurring.  

 

Our weekends continue to be filled with a variety of activities that appeal to a wide range of student interests and 

abilities. From the movies, cooking classes, swimming at Crystal Creek and experiencing the T150 Celebrations, there 

something for everyone to enjoy. Last weekend almost all of the boarding students and staff travelled out to Crystal 

Creek for a picnic lunch and swimming. 

 

Benita Bowles 

Director of Boarding 
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BYOD 2017 
 

In 2017 St Patrick’s College will be rolling out compulsory Bring your own device (BYOD). All students enrolled at the 

College will be expected to bring their own laptop to all classes.    

 

The expected benefits through the implementation of the BYOD are: 
 

 Providing interactive learning experiences designed for each individual student,  

 Preparing our students for the technology that they will encounter in the workforce of the future 

 Increasing student engagement in the classroom, and 

 Reducing the need to cart heavy textbooks to and from school each day. 
 

Students in most cases, will not be expected to purchase new technology as existing devices may meet the minimum  

requirements of the College. 
 

The minimum technology specifications for devices are as follows: 
 

 
 

For Year 11 and 12 students undertaking studies in Visual Arts, Graphics or ITS careful consideration needs to be given to 

additional device specifications. Advice can be sought from Heads of Faculty.  
 

Examples of additional requirements include:  
 

 
 

 

Monitor 11 inch screen (or larger) 

Memory 2GB of RAM or bigger 

Processor Dual Core Processor or better 

Operating System Windows 7, 8, 10    OSX 10 or better 

Peripherals: Laptop bag, mouse and wireless keyboard are recommended but optional 

Monitor 13 inch screen (or larger) 

Memory 4GB of RAM or bigger 

Processor Core i3 Processor or better 

Dedicated Graphics Card NVIDIA or ATI (Windows) IRIS Pro (Mac) 

Operating System Windows 7, 8, 10 
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MUSIC & PERFORMING ARTS NEWS 
 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
 

Friday 14 October 2016 

Intermediate Guitar Ensemble Performance at Assembly 

 

Friday 21 October 2016 

String Duet performance at the Career Women’s Breakfast 

 
VOCAL AND INSTRUMENTAL MUSIC PROGRAM 
 

Our musicians are busily preparing for their performances at various events throughout Term 4. Please ensure your 

daughter is preparing for and attending her music lessons and ensemble rehearsals each week. These activities are  

integral to her musical development, as well as in preparation for performance. Please see the weekly timetable of 

ensemble rehearsals below: 

 

ORCHIDS:    Tuesdays 7.30-8.30am DO5 

COLEGE CHOIR:  Wednesdays 7.30-8.30am DO5 

INTERMEDIATE GUITAR ENSEMBLE: Thursdays 7.30-8.30am DO5 

TAIKO DRUMMING ENSEMBLE: Thursdays 7.30-8.30am DO4 

STRING DUET:  Fridays 7.30-8.30am DO5 

BEGINNERS GUITAR ENSEMBLE:  Thursdays 12.45pm-1.15pm D04 

PERCUSSION ENSEMBLE: Thursdays 12.45pm-1.15pm D05 

LITURGY CHOIR: Fridays 3.30pm-4.30pm D05 

 

As per the conditions of each student’s enrolment in the Vocal and Instrumental Music Program, all music students 

are expected to participate in at least one of the ensembles on offer at the College. When students participate in  

lessons and ensembles concurrently, we can best support them in developing all facets of their technical, musicianship, 

and ensemble playing skills. Furthermore, participation in a musical group allows students to foster development of 

self-confidence, purpose, and a sense of belonging as they work together as part of a team. 

 

If your daughter is interested in enrolling in the Music Program in 2017, please refer to the Vocal and Instrumental 

Music enrolment form available at Student Reception, or through this link on the College website  

http://os-data.s3-ap-southeast-2.amazonaws.com/stpatscollege-qld-edu-au/bundle43/music_enrolment.pdf 

 

DRAMA AWARD 
 

Congratulations to our Drama Group (pictured right) who performed recently in the Townsville Eisteddfod.  

 

The group was awarded the  “Trellis of Lizards EJUDICATOR’S CHOICE FOR THE BEST GROUP PERFORMANCE” 

in the Speech & Drama section of the Eisteddfod. 

RECENT PERFORMANCES 
 

Thank you to all of the ensemble participants who  

participated in the Music Showcase held on the last day of 

Term 3. The students enjoyed treating the college to a 

display of all of the ensembles from our Music  

Department, as well as participating in some whole school 

community singing together. 

Above  Our music students performing in the Music Showcase 

at the end of Term 3. 

http://os-data.s3-ap-southeast-2.amazonaws.com/stpatscollege-qld-edu-au/bundle43/music_enrolment.pdf
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VISUAL ARTS NEWS 
 
 
 

ART WORKSHOPS 
 

The Art rooms are full of vibrant colour at the moment with 

displays of the girls’ fabulous work. In the following weeks you 

will see notices for the Term 4 lunchtime and after school Art 

Workshops.  

 

At the end of last term, students from Years 7-12 worked to 

create a wall of beautiful watercolour flowers. Make sure you 

pop in to the Art room to admire the paintings made by these 

talented girls. 

 

Athena Costopoulos 

Art Teacher 

LANGUAGES 

FRENCH  SCHOLARSHIPS 

French language students Georgia Smith 

and Erin Blackman spent a week at James 

Cook University during the school break  

attending the Academy of Modern  

Languages Vacation High School Program.  

Scholarships were available to French  

language students in Year 8, 9 and 10.  

Georgia and Erin successfully applied for 

the scholarships. Feedback was positive. 

They had a great time enhancing their  

foreign language competency, developing 

their leadership skills and increasing their 

intercultural knowledge. They hope to 

attend again next year. 

Above  Students in Japan Club have been making creations out of Japanese 

“gummy candy”. Japan Club is open to all girls who are interested in learning 

about the Japanese culture in a fun and informal setting. The girls engage in 

learning about the culture through food, music and art. 
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SPORT 
 

 

QUEENSLAND SCHOOLS ROWING CHAMPIONSHIPS 

SPORTSWOMEN’S AWARDS DINNER  

TUESDAY 25 OCTOBER 

 
Tickets are now on sale for our 2016 Sportswomen’s Awards  

Dinner, Tuesday 25 October.  

 

We are excited to be welcoming two special guest presenters, 

Ashley Spina (former Brisbane Roar player) and Scott Prince 

(former Australian and State of Origin League player).   

 

Tickets can be purchased at Student Reception, $20 per person. 

Tickets include a three course meal catered and served by our 

Hospitality students.   

 

Those students who are receiving an award have been notified.  

Right   Guest speakers at this year’s Sportswomen’s Awards Dinner, 

Ashley Spina and Scott Prince. 

In the holidays, two of our St Patrick’s Rowing team  

members attended the annual Central Queensland Schools Rowing 

Championships in Bundaberg. Isabella Van Dyke and Piper Driscoll 

travelled by bus with St Margret Mary’s College and Ignatius Park 

College rowers to attend the regatta from September 17-19.  

 

Isabella competed in: Girls Under 15 single scull, Girls Year 8 double 

scull and Girls Year 9 quad scull; both with St Margaret Mary’s.  

Isabella also coxed for the Ignatius Park Boys Year 11 quad scull and 

Boy’s Year 11 four teams.  

 

Piper competed in: Girls Under 17 single scull, Girls Year 11 double 

scull and Girls Year 11 four; both quads with St Margaret Mary’s. 

The regatta came to an end on the Monday, after three tough days 

of competition against over 1,100 students.  

 

Both Isabella and Piper have attended training sessions both morning 

and afternoon, many days of the week to get to this point. Piper 

said, “It was a great experience to build new friendships and gain 

knowledge and experience in a larger competitive setting”.  

 

Congratulations girls on a successful year in school rowing.   

 

BLOCK SPORT TERM 4     
Open Water Polo - Fridays 3.45pm-6.00pm * U13 Football - Wednesdays 3.45pm-6.00pm 

 

All rounds start in week 2 and finish in week 6.  For draw and team information, please see the College website and 

sports notice board.  Please note:   * Open water polo will finish in week 5. 

Above   Piper Driscoll and Isabella Van Dyke  

attended the Central Qld Schools Rowing  

Championships in Bundaberg. 
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STEM Trek USA     As they would say in Alabama, “Howdy y’all”!   
 

On September 17, eleven students and two teachers adventured to the USA on the College’s inaugural STEM Trek.  

The trip was a two week celebration of Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics.  After a very early start 

and more than thirty hours of travel, we arrived at Space Camp in Huntsville, Alabama, where we spent a week 

“geeking out”!   
 

Space Camp involved us learning about the history of space exploration, attending engaging seminars, viewing the  

multiple rockets and shuttles on display throughout the campus, and participating in fun, astronaut-training activities 

such as scuba diving, rock wall climbing and spinning on the multi-axis trainer.  The unanimous highlights of Space 

Camp were the simulated missions to The Moon and Mars. During our missions, we were each allocated positions: in 

the spacecraft as a mission specialist, in mission control as PayCom or at the sub-station as a scientist. On all of the 

missions, we were required to launch a spacecraft, account for any anomalies, conduct experiments and also land the 

spacecraft. Our final mission was on the Orion spacecraft which has been designed by NASA to travel into deep 

space, including Mars. It was an incredible experience to learn about and conduct the work that is going to be done on 

Mars in a few years from now.  The realistic simulations and spacecraft models gave us a very good idea of what it felt 

to be like to be real astronauts, engineers, scientists and technicians.  

 

Another exciting activity during Space Camp was the Engineering challenges.  One of the challenges involved us using 

robotics to construct scale models of the rovers that NASA uses.  In a different challenge, we broke a Space Camp 

record for extracting the most drinkable water from Mars water.  Our engineering prowess was recognised at  

graduation where our team were awarded the Space Camp Engineering Award.  At graduation, Madeline Rooney was 

also awarded the “Right Stuff” medallion for teamwork and leadership. 

 

After Space Camp, our adventure continued onto Orlando, Florida, where we engaged in activities such as iFly indoor 

skydiving experience and an afternoon at Boggy Creek, where we had an airboat ride through the Everglades wetlands 

in search of alligators.  The next day, we had lunch with an astronaut and then embarked on a guided tour of the  

Kennedy Space Centre. This is where we were fortunate enough to see the launch pad that was used for the flight to 

The Moon and other NASA programs. Finally, the most amazing part of that day, was seeing the world’s first reusable 

spacecraft, the Atlantis space shuttle. To finish off on a magical note in Orlando, we spent a day at the happiest place 

on Earth: Disney World! The endless amounts of rides and shows could not compare to the electrical parade and the 

fireworks display to conclude our day at Magic Kingdom.  

 

Next stop was San Francisco. We were greeted with skyscrapers and frosty weather. The next day we did the award-

winning audio tour at Alcatraz Island, and from there we visited the Exploratorium, a hands-on museum of science 

with great interactive activities. We also spent a day taking in the sights, including The Golden Gate Bridge, on a “hop 

on/ hop off” tour on one of San Francisco’s iconic double-decker, open-air buses. Then we toured the National  

Ignition Facility (NIF) which is the world’s largest and most energetic laser facility ever built. NIF is also known for  

being the most precise laser; so for us physics geeks, especially Mrs Van Homrigh, it was a real treat! The next stop 

was to Intel; where we were given a guided tour around their museum, saw how computer chips are made and did a 

language of coding workshop. After that, we visited the Computer History Museum which included a guided tour 

where we learnt of remarkable women like Margaret Hamilton, an engineer who was Director of the on-board flight 

software for the Apollo space program aka the spacecraft that had taken Neil Armstrong to the moon. Finally, we 

stopped by the Google Head Quarters before heading to the airport for our long journey home.   

 

On behalf of all the STEM Trekkers, we would like to thank the power duo, Mrs Hauff and Mrs Van Homrigh, for such 

an amazing trip. Thank you Mrs Van Homrigh for all your work to make STEM Trek possible and for your impeccable 

organisation, and thank you Mrs Hauff for your constant enthusiasm and positivity.   

 

Tiwonge Chilewani, Madeline Rooney and Tadala Chilewani  
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STEM Trek USA      
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Reflections from our students...Sony Foundation Children’s Holiday Camp 

Sony camp was one of the most eye opening camps I have ever experienced, everyone who attended Sony camp did 

an amazing job. There was a few moments where I just wanted to give up but I’m honestly happy that I didn’t. I would 

not hesitate to do it all over again even though the first night I survived on only 5 hours sleep! I’m glad to have been a 

part of the Sony Family 2016. 

- Tayla Finemore 

 

Sony camp was a hard, but very rewarding experience for me. I loved seeing how small acts of kindness, like a hello, 

could put huge smiles on the children's faces. I now have a special bond with Andrew my camper, that I will never  

forget.  Sony camp changed me as a person and made me grateful for the small things in life. 

- Larni Wallace 

 
 

I honestly didn’t know what to expect going into this camp but I can proudly say it has changed my perspective  

towards the life I have and has helped me to grow personally. I will treasure the memory for the rest of my life. 

Working side by side my companion as well as my fellow sisters and brothers was a privilege but I must add that it 

wasn’t an easy job taking care of these lovely children. We treated them just as we treat our siblings and I personally 

grew close to my camper. I thought that the three days of camp would be long and slow but because of all the fun 

filled activities we had and the little moments we shared amongst ourselves, time flew by and before we realised  

Monday had come and we had to say our goodbyes to our little campers. I will admit it was hard for me to saygood 

bye to my camper, but I did with a full, happy heart. I’m so privileged to have been a part of the Sony Camp  

Brenda Kuman 

 
Sony Camp was such a good experience. It was wonderful to constantly see smiles on the kids’ faces. 

Riley Milton 

 
Sony Camp was a truly life changing and eye opening experience that will stay with me forever. The 3 days have taught 

me the extremes of caring for a child with a disability and has shaped me to be a more understanding and  

compassionate person. Hayden, my camper, has a range of disabilities restricting him from a variety of activities that 

we do on any day. Even though the three days of caring for him proved to be a challenge for myself and my partner 

Dale, Hayden’s wide toothy smile made it all worthwhile. 

True Oldaker  
 

Like many others, I was given the opportunity to take care of a child with special needs for three days. As well as 

bonding with my camper, companion and fellow peers, these three days taught me to not take for granted my abilities. 

It taught me to be more confident in myself, and because of this I am grateful. I am also grateful to have bonded with 

everyone, especially with my little camper Joseph. 

Alex Vicatos 
 

The Sony Camp has allowed me to not only grow as a person but to make connections that are stronger than I could 

have ever imagined. My partner Jack and I worked together to care for our camper, Rhiannon. I loved every minute of 

this camp and it has truly changed my life for the better.  Caring for Rhiannon and other children during this camp has 

opened my eyes to the challenges people go through while caring for a person with special needs, as well as the  

challenges that the person with special needs goes through in their everyday lives. I have stayed in contact with  my 

fellow companions and with Rhiannon and her family. I would definitely recommend participating in a Sony Camp. 

Kearley Robinson 
 

The Sony camp was the most rewarding experience of my life. By the end of the camp we were all tired and over-

whelmed with emotion, but seriously proud of what we had all achieved. The little campers eft with smiles on their 

faces and a lot of great memories about what had been a brilliant weekend. It was honestly incredible and I wouldn't 

trade the experience for anything!  

Joanne Stein 
 

Sony camp was an amazing experience, I learned so much and made amazing friends and it’s something that will stay 

with me for the rest of my life. I know this has made me stronger as a person and I look forward to being a part of 

next year’s Sony camp. 

Peri Nawrocki 
 

 



 

13 

Term   1  |    Week 4  |    2015 

 

SONY FOUNDATION CHILDREN’S HOLIDAY CAMP 
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MERCY GIRLS IN ACTION 
 

Hello everyone and welcome back to Term 4! Firstly, I would like to say a big thank you to everyone who contributed 

to our girls’ stuff campaign that ran through our last term.  

 

We were so impressed with the number of donations we received, and were able to create more than 70 bags full of 

items which were donated to a local women’s shelter.  

 

In Term 4 we are hoping to continue with this impressive show of mercy and compassion with our annual Vinnies 

Christmas Appeal. Over the coming weeks, our MGIA group will be hard at work laying down the groundwork for 

our appeal to be launched! We will be asking our St Patrick’s Community to help bless a family in need this Christmas 

by donating some presents and food. More information will be released soon, so keep an eye on the newsletter and 

also in homeroom.  

 

We are also hoping to raise awareness about the issue of domestic violence by setting up a St Patrick’s College  

weaving group. The weaving group will create stars out of ribbon and other craft items in support of the One Million 

Stars to End Violence Campaign: an international project launched in 2012. The project invites people to contribute to 

the monumental task of making a million stars, to highlight how monumental of a task it is to eliminate violence. All 

stars will be sent south in July 2017, where they will then be used to create an art piece for the next Commonwealth 

games!  

 

If anyone is interested in getting involved, please feel free to come to one of our meetings, otherwise you can contact 

myself or Miss Carly Rush for more details about upcoming activities.  

 

God Bless, 

Maddie Rooney  - Community Service Prefect  

 

 

YOUNG CHRISTIAN STUDENTS (YCS) 
 

Young Christian Students (YCS) is an international movement led for, by and among secondary students. It calls  

students to be inspired by the mission of Jesus Christ and urges them to create change in their community through 

the process known as the Review of Life. The Review of Life encourages students to observe an issue in their  

community; analyse this issue, and then devise a way to act. YCS allows students to develop a sense of purpose,  

justice and mercy, and provides them with the opportunity to develop as leaders within their community. 

 

Recently, St Patrick’s College has met with the local YCS coordinator Maigan Hayward to look at ways of introducing 

a fully functional YCS group into our school community by Term 1 of 2017. In the coming weeks, we will be creating 

the foundation for our future YCS leaders through an information session presented by Maigan, and by sending a 

group of students to the local YCS camp. At this camp, our girls will be provided with the opportunity to engage with 

YCS leaders from other schools and review the national campaign: Climate Justice; our home, our future, our choice. 

Following the completion of this camp, we will be holding our very first YCS meeting after school on Thursday   

October 28, for students who are interested in getting involved with YCS in 2017.  

 

The YCS camp is open to students of all year levels, and is being held on Friday October 21 and Saturday October 22 

at Ryan Catholic College. Identified students will be asked to attend the camp, however, anyone who is interested in 

attending is more than welcome to apply.  

 

More information about YCS will be released in future newsletters, in notices and on assembly. For any questions or 

queries, please feel free to contact Mrs Anne-Marie Hammond ahammond@stpatscollege.qld.edu.au, or Miss Carly 

Rush crush@stpatscollege.qld.edu.au 

 

God Bless 

Carly Rush -College Chaplain  

 

 

mailto:crush@stpatscollege.qld.edu.au
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