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Above    The ordination of the sixth Bishop of Townsville, Most Rev Timothy Harris DD 

  

St Patrick’s College was well represented at the episcopal ordination for the 

Most Reverend Timothy Harris held last week at Emmaus Hall.  It was a  

beautiful and historic occasion steeped in ritual.  The girls who attended as part 

of the congregation and those who sang in the choir were fortunate to hear the 

new Bishop’s words of hope, grace and mercy.  On Wednesday 17 May, Bishop 

Harris will visit us here at the College, joining us for Assembly.  We are all  

looking forward to meeting him and we pray that he will come to love this place, 

our school, as much as we all do.  
 

It was lovely to see so many families join us at the Diligence Assembly last week to celebrate our 

girls’ excellent behaviour and work ethic. I cannot stress often enough the importance for our 

girls to make the connection between hard work and success.   
 

Congratulations must go to our four debating teams who came home victorious after their first 

round.  Debating is an excellent way for students to think analytically, develop confidence and  

develop a logical and coherent argument under strict time conditions. I am very grateful to our 

teaching staff who coach the girls and prepare them to deliver intelligent and articulate speeches.  

They are developing a reputation as formidable young women.  
 

This year, each House is hosting mass on a Sunday evening at St Joseph’s Church. It will be 

Thrones turn to do this at 5pm on Sunday, June 11, 2017. Please mark this occasion in your  

calendars as all families are welcome to join us as we celebrate the Eucharist together. 

 

Finally, Happy Mother’s Day to all our mums and the significant women in our lives. We thank 

mothers for their patience, love, care, sacrifices, praise, encouragement, inspiration and friendship. 

“Here’s to strong women. May we know them, may we be them, may we raise them.”  

Blessings,  

Paulina 

 

TERM 2   WEEK 4   2017 

 

Upcoming 
Events 

 

 
Principal’s Open Hour 

Friday 19 May 9am-10am 

 
Combined Colleges Musical 

Pirates of Penzance Jr 

Townsville Civic Theatre 

Thu 1 June - Sat 3 June 

 
Year 9-12 Exam Block 

Monday 5 - Friday 9 June 

 
 

College Group Photos 

Monday 12 June 

 
Youth Mass hosted by 

Thrones House 
Sunday 11 June 

 
 

Subject Selection Evening 

Wednesday 14 June 
 
 

Term 2 Concludes 
Friday 16 June 

AN EDUCATION DESIGNED FOR GIRLS 

 STUDENT ABSENCES  

PLEASE PHONE 

4753 0377  

IF YOU KNOW SOMEONE WHO MISSED OUR OPEN DAY AND IS INTERESTED IN ENROLLING AT  

ST PATRICK’S COLLEGE, PLEASE TELL THEM ABOUT OUR PRINCIPAL’S OPEN HOUR 

FRIDAY 19 MAY, 9-10AM 

ENROLMENTS ARE OPEN FOR YEAR 7, 2018 AND 2019. 

 

Uniform Shop 
 

Mondays  

8.00am - 10.45am 
 

Wednesdays  

1.00pm - 4.00pm 
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DEPUTY PRINCIPAL 

Amber Hauff 

 
 

COMMUNITY SERVICE INVOLVEMENT & PERSONAL WELLBEING BENEFITS 

This year’s theme for National Volunteer Week (8-14 may 2017) is “Give Happy Live Happy”. 

Our College is committed to enabling all of our students to get involved in community service.  
 

Our Mercy Girls in Action is a community service group for girls of all year levels. It is a self-

directed group that decide on their projects and activities both within the school and  

community. This group helps the girls to explore their desire to assist others.  
 

Each of the Houses are developing a community service profile and you may hear from the Heads of House throughout 

the year as they support their House Captains in leading these initiatives. Stephanie Watson, Executive Editor for  

Harvard Women’s Health Watch has reiterated our College belief that “volunteering helps people who donate their 

time feel more socially connected, thus helping to ward off feelings of loneliness and depression”. However there is also 

a growing body of evidence that suggests giving of your time to others might also lead to physical health benefits such as 

lower blood pressure and a longer lifespan.  

 

DOMESTIC AND FAMILY VIOLENCE PREVENTION MONTH  

Thrones House is focusing on Domestic and Family Violence awareness programs. Given this is Domestic and Family 

Violence Prevention Month,  Thrones House will be raising awareness in our College community and ensuring that we 

send a clear message of no tolerance by organising a guest speaker and making ‘Handbags of Hope’ to donate to 

NQDVRS. Thrones House is seeking donations of the following to be placed in the bags: 

 Deodorant, toothbrushes/toothpaste, body lotion and other toiletries. 

 Feminine hygiene products 

 Stationery items eg pens, small notebooks 

 Phone cards, 

 Colouring-in books and coloured pencils.   (Please no clothing items) 
 

STUDENT WELLBEING HUB & RAISING CHILDREN WEBSITE 

I would also like to take this opportunity to highlight a couple of great internet resources for Parents and Students:  

The Student Wellbeing Hub. https://www.studentwellbeinghub.edu.au/  

The Raising Children Website: http://raisingchildren.net.au/  
 

Both of these sites provide interactive and up to date information to help parents navigate the journey of raising  

teenagers. Certainly a common concern that parents express to me is their grief and frustration around the changing 

nature of the relationship they have with their daughter. For example you may notice that your daughter: 

 Wants to spend less time with family and more time with friends and peers. 
 

 Has more arguments with you: some conflict between parents and children during the teenage years is  

normal, as children seek more independence. It actually shows that your child is maturing. Conflict tends to 

peak in early adolescence. If you feel like you’re arguing with your child all the time, it might help to know 

that this isn’t likely to affect your relationship with your child in the longer term. 
 

 Sees things differently from you: this isn’t because your child wants to upset you. It’s because your child is 

beginning to think more abstractly and to question different points of view. At the same time, some  

teenagers find it hard to understand the effects of their behaviour and comments on other people. These 

skills will develop with time. 
 

This site provides reassurance and further reading on topics such as this and I encourage you to explore topics of  

interest. The Pastoral Team at the College uses a wide range of resources and research to develop targeted personal 

development programs that foster best practice in helping you to raise confident, resilient, compassionate young women. 
 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.studentwellbeinghub.edu.au/
http://raisingchildren.net.au/
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FAITH & IDENTITY 

Anne-Marie Hammond 

Director of Faith & Identity 
 

 
CELEBRATING THE EASTER SEASON 

Though Easter eggs and holidays are but a memory, we are still joyously celebrating the risen Jesus. 

In this weekend’s Gospel we hear Jesus telling his disciples: 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

By Jesus dying on the Cross he gives his life for us, but then by rising he shows us that we too can rise, that we too can 

have a place in Heaven.  He then tells us how to gain that place in Heaven. Follow His way, trust in His way and walk in 

His way.  He is there every day, walking with us. 

 
PRAYER: 

Risen Christ, we turn to you with full reliance on your resurrected presence with us here and now.  We renew our 
trust in your grace to restore our joy when it lies hidden in our entombed self.  Turn us again and again toward hope.  

Open our hearts to recognize you in the garden of our everyday lives.  AMEN 
(Prayer Seeds, Joyce Rupp, 2017) 

 

 

 

 

SAVE THE DATE:   

THRONES HOUSE MASS  

SUNDAY 11 JUNE AT 5.00PM  
 

‘Do not let your hearts be troubled. 

Trust in God still, and trust in me.’ 

 
‘I am the Way, the Truth and the Life. 

No one can come to the Father except through me. 

If you know me, you know my Father too.’ 

(John 14) 

BISHOP TIMOTHY HARRIS’ EPISCOPAL ORDINATION  

We were truly blessed to be able to witness the Episcopal Ordination of our brand new 

Bishop of Townsville – Most Rev Timothy Harris.  We saw more than 60 priests and  

Bishops from all over Australia and Papua New Guinea come together to join more 

than1500 members in the congregation to participate in a magnificent celebration of the 

Eucharist.   

 

Our College Leadership Team and student representatives attended the mass and our girls 

along with Mrs Menkens sang in the Diocesan mass choir. 

 

We look forward to welcoming Bishop Tim to our College Assembly next Wednesday. 

Bishop Tim’s motto is: Grace and Mercy 
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ACADEMIC NEWS 

Amy Byrnes 

Director of Studies 

 
DILIGENCE ASSEMBLY 

The College hosted the first Diligence Assembly for the year on Tuesday 2 May and we certainly 

appreciated the number of parents and family members that were in attendance to support their 

girls.  This assembly specifically acknowledged those students who have been consistent in both 

their behaviour and work ethic as shown on their Term 1 interim report.  Diligence takes a  

persistent effort and a willingness to achieve and these characteristics were shown by the students who received awards.  

To be eligible for a 2017 Diligence Award, students had to receive 75% of diligence across behaviour and work ethic on 

their Term 1 report.   

 

If you attended the Diligence Assembly and would like a copy of the assembly booklet please contact Claudia Moloney-

Luisis via email cmoloneyluisis@stpatscollege.qld.edu.au or alternatively phone the College office.  Alternatively, if you or 

your family had photos taken following the assembly and would like a copy, please contact Claudia per the contact  

details above. Photos from the Assembly are included in this newsletter. 

 

In 2017, students will have another opportunity to receive a Diligence Award.  These awards will be presented in Term 

Three and will be based on the Semester 1 report card. The next awards assembly will also recognise students who have 

achieved academic success on their Semester 1 report card through the issuing of Merit, Distinction and High  

Distinction Awards.  I encourage each of our students to strive for the next awards assembly.   

 

 

ACADEMIC CONFERENCING 

Academic Conferences were held on Wednesday 3 May.  If you missed out on attending these conferences, please  

contact the College or individual class teachers to arrange alternative times.  Such conferences are a valuable  

opportunity for parents and students to discuss academic goals and progress in individual subjects.  The next Academic  

Conferences will be held in Term 3 following the Semester 1 report cards.   

 

NAPLAN 

Congratulations to all our Year 7 and 9 students who participated in the 2017 NAPLAN tests this week.  The students 

are to be commended on their positive attitude throughout the three days of testing.  Students were prepared with the 

correct equipment, they were on time to each session and showed true determination in attempting these tests.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:cmoloneyluisis@stpatscollege.qld.edu.au


 

5 

Term   2   |    Week 4  |    2017 

 

 
 
 

COLLEGE BOARD CHAIR   

Professor Sue McGinty 
 

 

Over the past month the College Board has met three times for its AGM in mid April, a combined 

meeting with representatives from the various Mercy Sisters' organisations at the  end of April as 

well as meeting again as a Board on Monday 8 May.  One of our main areas of focus has been  

examining future ways of preserving our Mercy heritage on site combined with providing the best 

way of ensuring that the site provides for current and future student needs in a dynamic way.  

 

Mrs Skerman presented a compelling educational vision  at our combined meeting and we are all committed to ensuring 

the realisation of our dreams and hopes for our students as we forge ahead in our ongoing dialogue with the Sisters. 

Our thanks to our College Leadership Team for their enthusiasm and openness to new possibilities. The support of the 

Sisters who live in Townsville is also warmly acknowledged . Without them there would be no St Patrick's College. 

 

We are also delighted to acknowledge a financial Grant from Mercy Partners Qld that will enable four members of our 

College Leadership Team to travel to Ireland in January 2018 to participate in the Mercy Pilgrimage Program. Our 

Board's responsibility to ensure and support the Mercy ethos of our College is strengthened by such tangible Mercy 

support.  

 

Many recent events in which St Patrick's has played a leading role in the town have been highlighted in your College 

Newsletters. The visit of our newly ordained Bishop to the College is another sign of our strong collaboration with our 

church leaders and of the positive initiative by Ms Skerman and the College Leadership Team in inviting the Bishop to 

come to know all who belong at St Patrick's Townsville. 

 

With our commitment to you all. 

The College Board 

 
 

HEAD OF DEPARTMENT - MUSIC 
Katherine Menkens 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

Sixty Eighth Annual Townsville Eisteddfod 2017 

Music, Speech & Drama, Dance, Literary & Visual Arts 

Townsville Civic Theatre 

September 2017 

Entries Close: Sunday 4 June 2017 

 

Queensland Conservatorium State Honours Ensemble Program 

Choir, woodwind, brass, percussion 

Middle School years 5 – 9 

16 – 18 June 2017 

Ryan Catholic College 

 

Mulkadee – Townsville Catholic Education Youth Arts Festival 

Choral, Drama, Dance, Band, Guitar, Strings 

17 – 21 July 2017 

See Mr Marano or Student Reception for further information 

Applications close this Friday 12 May 2017  

 

 

College Choir Performance 

Cowboys vs Warriors game 

Saturday 22 July 2017 

National Anthem 

Performance time: TBA 
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HEAD OF FACULTY  
VISUAL, DRAMATIC & CO-CURRICULAR ARTS 
Ebony Russell   
 

PIRATES OF PENZANCE JR AND WEARABLE ART TOWNSVILLE 

It is an exciting time for our Visual and Performing Arts students over the coming weeks as they 

are involved in two major arts events. We have 12 girls who will be performing in the 2017  

Combined Catholic Colleges musical, The Pirates of Penzance Jr.  In addition a group of our  Year 11 and 12 Visual 

Arts girls who have been designing and creating wearable art outfits and girls who will be modelling in the Wearable 

Art Show as part of the Townsville Fashion Festival.  We hope our College community will support them by attending 

and cheering them on.   

Ticket and event details are below. 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

OUR PERFORMERS 
 
Arianna Brancaleoni 

Brianna Dolinsky 

Ally Espig 

Kayla Gunn 

Alyson Juliene 

Tiana Lazzaroni 

Julia Macario-Slatter 

Anika Merhoye 

Rhiley Vines 

Larni Wallace 

Teal Warner 

Harper Weekers 
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WEARABLE ART TOWNSVILLE - ARTISTS IN SCHOOLS PROGRAM 

Our Year 11 and 12 Visual Arts students have been working on their wearable art head pieces with guest artist Claudia 

Williams. Claudia is part of the Wearable Art Townsville creative team and comes to us through the Artists In Schools 

program.  Some of our students will have their work featured in the up coming Wearable Art show. Some of our girls 

will also be modelling in the fashion parade. Claudia will continue to work with us over the next few weeks. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

STILL LIFE OIL PAINTING WORKSHOP - EXTENSION ART PROGRAM 

Our Visual Arts teacher, Mr Athena Costopoulos, ran a Still Life Oil Painting Workshop as part of the Extension Art 

Program last week. This was a mixed age class and places filled very quickly with our enthusiastic and talented young 

artists. This program is also open to family and friends of the College.  Ms Costopoulos is now taking bookings for the 

Term 3 workshop. 
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HEAD OF FACULTY  - HPE & SPORT 
Yana Hurst-Newton   

 

INTERHOUSE CROSS COUNTRY 

 

Thursday 27 April was our annual College Interhouse Cross Country. The day started with event 

organisation and House spirit involvement, working towards points for the House Spirit Award. 

All students then walked across to The Strand to participate in the stunning course up to the 

Rock Pool and back. Students compete in their age group for House and Age Champion points, and also a place in the 

Interschool Cross Country team. After completing the course, all students went back to the Sports Complex for 

presentations. 

 

Although the participation was high from all our students, there can only be one winner in each age group, and one 

winning House. Congratulations to the following students on their Age Champion achievements: 

 

U12 – Sophie Stennett 

13 – Brooke Davis-Goodall 

14 – Chylesiah James 

15 – Ella Evans 

16 – Hannah Kipping 

Open – Joanne Stein 

  

Our Cross Country House awards go to: 

House Spirit Award: THRONES 

House Cross Country Points Trophy: THRONES 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

Above Left |  Ella Evans, Hannah Kipping and Joanne Stein 

 

Above Right |  Thrones Captains Piper Driscoll and Erin 

Moore 

 

Left |  Sophie Stennet, Brooke Davis-Goodall, Chylesiah 

James 
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INTERSCHOOL CROSS COUNTRY  

Students who placed in the top 8 in each age group at the Interhouse Cross Country are selected in the St Patrick’s 

College Interschool Cross Country team. The top 10 places in each age group received permission notes last Friday 

outlining the details of the event. All permission notes must be returned by Wednesday 17 May, this includes students 

selected as a reserve. The final team list will be published on the sports noticeboard on Thursday 18 May.  

 

CROSS COUNTRY CLUB 

Our Cross Country Club is back! If you are someone who enjoys exercising at your own pace, with friends, or would 

like support to improve your running time, then this club is for you! 

 

All students in the College are welcome, and training is also recommended to all selected Interschool team members. 

Training days and times are as follows: Monday 3.30pm with Mr Pacey and Thursday 7.00am with Ms Martini. Students 

wishing to attend need to have a signed permission note and meet at the front of the College five minutes prior to the 

start. Permission notes can be collected at the student office.  

 

 

BLOCK SPORT 

 

Term 2 Block Sport started this week. A list of teams nominated in the interschool competition can be found on the 

Sports Noticeboard. All details regarding procedures for students and parents is outlined on the Block Sport  

permission note. Draws for competitions will be placed on the Sports Noticeboard and College Website. Here you will 

also find a list of Block Sports available for the year. Please note, draws are subject to change. 

 

 

OUR GIRLS EXCELLING IN SPORT 
HOCKEY,  BMX RIDING, GOLF 
 

We are very proud of the recent achievements of three of our students: 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 GABBY DOWNWARD - Awarded the Townsville Junior Open Girls Golf  

Champion trophy for 2017  

 

 NICOLA DOWD -  Selected for the NQ Hockey School Girls Team to play in the 

State Championships in Brisbane 15-18 June. 

 

 JADE CLOHESY - Recently competed at the XCM National BMX Championships - 

Jade is pictured (right) wearing the green the gold jersey.  
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DEAN OF STUDENTS 
Cameran Triffett 

 
 

The Year 7 students headed to Paluma where they were immersed in 

nature. They had the opportunity to explore the local area through 

day and night hikes. Other activities included Art at Cloudy Creek, 

Build a Shelter and an Amazing Race. The retreat focus was on  

developing deep friendships and recognising that they each are 

unique and have special gifts to share. The students actively  

participated in all activities to foster a connection with each other 

and the world around them.  
 

Year 8 students headed to Wambiana Station south west of Charters 

Towers. Whilst there, they engaged in typical farm based activities. 

They learned about how cattle are pregnancy tested, castrated and 

milked. Other activities included whip cracking and livestock handling. 

A particular highlight was the Thursday night Talent Show around the 

campfire. Those not used to life on the land learned about the  

commitment required from those who live out west. 
 

The students in Years 9 and 10 headed up north to Echo Creek,  

inland from Tully. The students engaged in many teambuilding  

activities and managed the wet weather well. They were split into 

three groups, with each group following a different program. Group 

One students remained at base camp and took part in laser tag, raft 

building and team challenge activities. Group Two students had one 

night at base camp and spent the other night camped out in tents. 

They catered their own meals and hiked to their campout carrying all 

the required gear. Group Three students hiked away from base camp 

and spent their two nights camping and cooking out. The expedition 

group faced challenging weather as the rain set in and as a result they 

returned to base camp for their second night. The ‘spirit’ of the  

expedition remained alive as they pitched their tents away from the 

other groups and carried on catering for themselves. It was  

wonderful to see the spirit of camaraderie that all of the students 

exhibited as they bonded through challenges.  
 

Year 11 students had a day at school before hopping on the ferry to 

spend two nights at Magnetic Island. The focus of their retreat was 

leadership and personal growth. Principal, Ms Skerman delivered an 

inspiring presentation on the characteristics of effective leadership 

and together with the group explored societal attitudes towards  

influential women. Once on Magnetic Island, the students engaged in 

activities to help build resilience such as abseiling, slack lining and 

physical team challenges. The notion of community and family  

formulated the basis of the liturgy, which took place Thursday night 

after the formal dinner. It was pleasing to see so many young women 

leave with a renewed desire to utilise their own 

strengths and everyday life. 

CAMP WEEK 

On Wednesday 19 April, the students and 

staff from St Patrick’s College set off on 

Camp. Having the entire school out for the 

three days was an enormous undertaking and 

many thanks must go to parents, carers and 

school staff who made it all possible. 

resilience in 
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TERM 2 DILLIGENCE AWARDS  
 
 
 

Year 7 

 

Jermia Ahmat-Nona 

Anika Barnes 

Lily Blezard 

Malaika Boyd 

Lucy Carter 

Amali Clark 

Deminey Coleman 

Caprice Cressbrook 

Sophie Cusack 

Georgia Dagge 

Brooke Davis-Goodall 

Clara Deer 

Chloe Donovan 

Nicola Dowd 

Ruby Dowling 

Olivia Frakes 

Jasmine Gallagher 

Lily Gathercole 

Kayla Gunn 

Holly-Louise Heilbronn 

Juliette Hurst 

Kirsten Jorgensen 

Aryaki KC 

Tegan Kelsey 

Erin Kenna 

Ruby Larrazabal 

Amaya Lejarraga 

Erica Mills 

Ruby Mitchell 

Jamie Mohr 

India Montgomery 

Flora Nona 

Olive-Rose Pearson 

Bethany Savage 

Alyssa-Jayne Shepherd 

Dakota Simpson 

Sophie Stennett 

Taylah Stockham 

Chloe Turner 

Rhiley Vines 

Indigo Wedel 

Caitlyn Wheeler 

Maria Wilson 

 

 

 

 

Year 8 

 

Roslyn Ballard 

Emma Bryan 

Emma Burling 

Sophy Cafferky 

Jemma Campbell 

Zara Dalton 

Peta Dickinson 

Alexandra Espig 

Charlotte Gugliotti 

Piper James 

Katherine Kerkhoffs 

Sarah Kerkhoffs 

Charlotte Merritt 

Lola Millard 

Sarah Mosch 

Olivia Newbould 

Isabella Peachey 

Chloe Richardson 

Annalisa Rich-Jones 

Shellby Rooney 

Sophie Rupp 

Brianna Stanley 

Lara Stewart 

Michaeline Wagambie 

Maddison Warren 

Harper Weekers 

Kylie Wiltshire 

Maddison Winks 

 
Year 9 

 

Erin Blackman 

Erin Chin 

Ailish Daly 

Jacinta Downward 

Chloe Dyer 

Isabelle Lawrence 

Tiana Lazzaroni 

Anika Merhoye 

Layleeta Neil 

Kayla Rogers 

Tahlia Salika 

Emily Shaw 

Barbara Sigere 

Ali Thomas 

 

 

Year 10 

 

Nicole Alsemgeest 

Imogen Backler 

Isabelle Cafferky 

Ella Cobon 

Ayla Cotter 

Brianna Dolinski 

Ella Evans 

Maddison Fillery 

Rosalili Ford 

Alyson Julien 

Kristy Ramina 

Dana Romaior 

Kara Steinhardt 

 

Year 11 

 

Anna Chapman 

Gabrielle Downward 

Lauren Franettovich 

Mae Meekin 

Elsie Nao 

Pelista Pilot 

Narkita Seden 

Jann Trinidad 

Hebore Vaname 

Sherree Wadham 

Monique Warde 

 
 

Year 12 

 

Madeleine Antney 

Olivia Antney 

Arianna Brancaleoni 

Chloe Condon 

Eveey Connolly 

Tayla Deal 

Hannah Evans 

Bibiana Golu 

Caitlyn Goodes 

Leylanny Gregory 

Chelsea Hancock 

Isobel Harris 

Maya Johnson 

Johanna Kipma 

Barbara Kumung 

 

Sorrayah Major 

Riley Milton 

Caren Mmasi 

Peri Nawrocki 

Megan Oberthur 

Lisa O’Connor 

Cassandra Page 

Katelyn Pastor 

Kearley Robinson 

Montanna Rolfe 

Indyannah Saunders 

Prudence Terry 

Mabukalele Thomas 

Alexandra Vicatos 
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BOARDING 
Benita Bowles 

Director of Boarding 
 

There are many opportunities we embrace that allow our girls to showcase the many aspects 

of their cultures that they are proud of. Music and dance is a strong cultural element for many 

of our girls and on Saturday 6 May , we travelled to Our Lady of Lourdes Primary School in 

Ingham, to showcase Torres Strait Island and Aboriginal Dancing. Our girls from a variety of 

Aboriginal communities came together to design dances that highlighted and united aspects of 

life from each of their communities and our Torres Strait Island girls chose dances from Saibai and Boigu islands, to 

represent their home life. 
 

As we approach the second half of this term, assignments and assessment tasks are being presented to students. We 

have an hour and a half each night of formal study time in classrooms and/or the library, for students to study and 

work on school related tasks. Outside of these times, there are many opportunities, including weekends, where  

students can choose to use the senior study common room for quiet study, or even their own bedroom, which has 

its own study nook and light. It is important that you as parents, help support our endeavours to encourage good 

study habits and the success that follows, by limiting whole weekends out or away and remind your daughter of the 

importance of good study habits. 

 
 
 

Look for our series of Facebook posts about boarding life at St Patrick’s College. Follow us on Facebook by searching  

St Patrick’s College Townsville. Please help us by sharing our boarding posts. 

FACEBOOK CAMPAIGN 
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GEOGRAPHERS . . . GOING PLACES! 
 

A strong belief underpinning our Geography studies 

here at St Patrick’s College Townsville is that students 

learn best about the world by investigating it at first 

hand.  To this end, two of our classes have begun the 

Term out and about, considering their own futures 

and that of their local community.  
 

Year 9s attended a Spatial Real World seminar  

learning about how spatial, mapping and visualisation 

technologies are helping manage and change our 

world and the types of jobs available in these fields.   

Students were particularly impressed by Dr Karen Joyce’s presentation on UAVs (unmanned aerial vehicles) and some 

have shown interest in the She Flies drone camp to be held in the June school holidays, supported by JCU and the  

Department of Industry, Innovation and Science.  Further information on this can be gained from Mrs Rheinberger or at 

www.sheflies.com.au.   

Year 12 Geography students studying Urban Farming explored the Townsville Community Garden in Robertson Street. 

We then investigated potential sites for future gardens to enhance access to fresh, nutritious food, reduce food costs 

and food miles, and strengthen community connections. Thanks to Steven Hood and Adella Edwards from Townsville’s 

Permaculture group for their insights and enthusiasm.  

EXTENDED MARINE INVESTIGATION 
 

Year 11 Marine Science students have been conducting their  

Extended Marine Investigation looking at the Research Question: To 
what extent does mangrove biology have on the impact on wave  
energy transmitted onto shorelines? Mangroves have only recently 

been recognised for their importance not only in terms of ecology of 

the ecosystem, but also in terms of their role as a coastal defence 

against physical forces of nature. They have looked at case studies 

where mangroves have potentially saved thousands of lives and  

millions of dollars in infrastructure from storm surges associated with 

cyclones and tsunamis. The girls will conduct a series of experiments, 

using the new custom made wave tank, that aims to better inform 

government agencies and provide them with best practice mangrove 

rehabilitation.  The girls are pictured right using the wave tanks. 

JAPANESE CLUB 

Our Year 9 and 10 students involved in the Japan Club (pictured 

right) were thrilled to receive a letter from their Japanese pen pals 

Fujimi Junior and Senior High School in Tokyo. 

CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION 

Left | L-R: Madison Armstrong, Jessie Blitner, Pelista 

Pilot and Jai-Ann Eastaughffe participated in the 2017 

NQ Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander  

Constitutional Convention. 

http://www.sheflies.com.au
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DEBATING 
 

TOWNSVILLE INTER-SCHOOL DEBATING COMPETITION 

By Anna Chapman, Year 11 

 

 

 

 

 

Debating would not be possible without the girls’ hard work and dedication in attending daily lunchtime meetings; 

and, most importantly without the amazing teachers, who constantly support and help our girls. Mrs Mosch, Mrs  

Parsons, Mrs Walker and Miss Herlihy do so much work with the girls and behind the scenes, to help them thrive 

for success. Congratulations to our winning teams and  thank you to the teachers for their hard work and  

dedication.  

 

We wish the following students all the best of  luck in round two: 

 

7/8 Team 1  Charlotte Merritt   7/8 Team 2  Charlotte Gugliotti 

   Harper Weekers      Maddison Winks 

   Sarah Mosch       Georgia Dagge 

   Lara Stewart      Kayla Gunn 

         

 

Junior Team 1  Sarah Bradley   Junior Team 2 Isabella Cafferky 

   Emily Shaw       Rosalili Ford 

   Erin Chin       Ella Evans 

 

Senior Team Anna Chapman 

   Peri Nawrocki 

   Eveey Connolly 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

St Patrick’s College participates in the Townsville Inter-school  

debating competitions. We currently have two Year 7 and 8 teams, 

two junior teams that consist of Year 9 and 10 students and a  

senior team.  
 

All teams recently competed in round one, presenting well put  

together arguments, which resulted in wins for both Year 7 and 8 

teams and both junior teams. Despite presenting a really good  

series of arguments, the senior team did not come away with a win 

this time, but it was a close competition and vital experience was 

still gained. Members of the senior team and previous debaters also 

lent a hand in coaching the younger students, which was greatly 

appreciated. A number of our students also helped out on the night 

by acting as chairs and timekeepers and we are very grateful to 

them. In particular, we thank the following students: 

Above | Junior Team Debaters Erin Chin, Emily Shaw 

and Sarah Bradley. 

 Lauren Franettovich 

 Alyson Julien 

 Johanna Kipma 

 Maia McCarthy 

 Tayla-Jeanne Finemore 

 Barbara Sigere 
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Community News 
 
 
 

 2017  
TOWNSVILLE  

MASONIC CHARITY  
DEBUTANTE BALL 

 

Saturday 10 June, 2017 
 

Calling for Debutantes 
 

Any young ladies wishing to register for the 2017 

Townsville Masonic Charity Debutante Ball should  

telephone Lenore Nielsen on 0412072052 or email  

lenore.nielsen@ozemail.com.au.  

 

Please provide your 

 Name 

 Your age at your next birthday 

 Your postal  and residential mailing address 

 Your contact telephone number/s 

 Your preferred email address 
 

Practices take place at the Masonic Centre, 42 Walker  

Street, Townsville. 


