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Above    Our students at the ANZAC Day March along Townsville’s Strand. 

  

Recently I had the opportunity to hear Andrew Fuller, renowned adolescent  

psychologist, speak on the latest research around building resilience in young people. He 

points to 40 key predictors of wellbeing and resilience.  Fuller says that feeling  

Connected, Protected and Respected are the foundation upon which resilience is built. 

His organisation, Resilient Youth, refer to this as the CPR approach. His  

research further states that in Years 3-4, 67% of girls have good to high levels of  

resilience.  However, there is a steady drop with only 29% of girls reporting good to 

high levels of resilience in Years 11 and 12. We know the importance of having a  

resilient mindset because resilient girls are more likely to achieve academic success, be 

motivated to learn, experience positive relationships, persist with problems solving, and show constructive 

leadership traits.   
 

At St Patrick’s College, nothing happens by accident.  Every aspect of the education on offer, in the  

classroom or beyond, whether it be in the form of the outdoor camps program to dance and drama clubs, 

whole school choir, sporting or community service activities, are very purposely designed to  build  

confidence and resilience.  We strive to create an environment where girls know they are loved and  

supported especially when they are working through the everyday struggles that teenage girls encounter.   

 
 

The last few weeks have provided two wonderful opportunities to see our girls building connections and 

showing pride in their school demonstrating a powerful sense of belonging and respect. This was evident in 

the way they approached camp activities last week;  often out of their comfort zones they showed a strong 

determination to meet challenges head on – rain, hail or shine!   Girls returned with huge smiles, tired but 

happy, and clearly invigorated by their outdoor adventures.  And then again, at the ANZAC Day Dawn  

Service and Parade that followed, our girls were exemplary in their conduct and their  

obvious pride in their school was evident for all to see. It is a privilege to walk alongside young women who 

are respectful, thoughtful, positive and enthusiastic.  I am grateful to parents who work with us to nurture 

strong and compassionate young women.  

 
 

There is a lot happening in our community in the coming weeks.  Our new Bishop, Tim Harris will be  

ordained next week, NAPLAN is just around the corner, Academic Conferences will also be held next 

week, and we will celebrate our girls and their commitment to hard work in our upcoming Diligence  

Assembly. Directors will provide more detail in their sections of this newsletter. 

 
This weekend, Deputy Principal, Amber Hauff will accompany me to Port Moresby where we look  

forward to meeting up with Past Pupils. We would also love to catch up with parents of current  

students, so please drop in to say hello if you are able.  We will also be holding enrolment information  

sessions at the Airways Hotel on Saturday.  Details can be found on our Facebook page or website.   

 

We have strong enrolments for Year 7, 2018; if you have a younger daughter who is yet to be enrolled, 

please do so as quickly as possible as we are capping numbers for this year group.  I will also be hosting a 

TERM 2   WEEK 2   2017 

 

Upcoming 
Events 

 
Diligence Assembly  

Tuesday 2 May 

 
Bishop’s Ordination 

Wednesday 3 May 

 
Academic Conferences 

Thursday 4 May 

 
NAPLAN Testing 

Tue 9 May - Fri 12 May 

 
Principal’s Open Hour 

Friday 19 May 9am-10am 

 
Combined Colleges Musical 

Pirates of Penzance Jr 
Townsville Civic Theatre 

Thu 1 June - Sat 3 June 

 
 

College Group Photos 

Monday 12 June 

 
 

Subject Selection Evening 

Wednesday 14 June 

 
 

AN EDUCATION DESIGNED FOR GIRLS 

 STUDENT ABSENCES  

PLEASE PHONE 

4753 0377  

 
Principal’s Open Hour on Friday 19 May at 9 am for families who were unable to attend our Open Day.  

Enrolments are also now open for Year 7, 2019. 

I look forward to seeing you at some of our school events in the coming weeks.   Blessings, Paulina 

 

Uniform Shop 
 

Mondays  

8.00am - 10.45am 
 

Wednesdays  

1.00pm - 4.00pm 
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DEPUTY PRINCIPAL 

Amber Hauff 

 

ANZAC Day 2017 

I would like to sincerely thank each and every student and staff member who was able to  

represent our College in leading the school groups in the ANZAC Day Parade. ANZAC Day is a 

significant occasion to pay our respects, remember and honour every man and woman who 

serve and have served our great country in military service. A number of prefects and boarding 

students also attended and represented our College proudly at the Dawn Service at ANZAC 

Memorial Park along with thousands of local residents. The ANZAC Day Liturgy, organised and 

led by Mrs Anne-Marie Hammond, our Director of Faith & Identity, on Wednesday the 26 April was yet another way for 

our College to acknowledge the sacrifice and bravery of our military personnel. On behalf of the College I would like to 

thank Mrs Hammond, Fr Mick Peters, Major Andrew Ryder for performing the Last Post and Rouse for our Liturgy and 

Lieutenant Rebecca Avila of the Australian Navy for providing a moving reflection and insight into the significant role of 

women in our defence forces.  

 

CAMPS/RETREATS 

Continued... 

The inaugural Camps/Retreats week was from all  

accounts a wonderful success. The staff and students  

finished on Friday a little weary, yet also invigorated by 

the unique opportunities to share experiences with  

others outside of the classroom.  

 

New friendships and personal challenges met as well as a 

positive vibe was clearly evident as I welcomed campers 

back throughout the afternoon. Each camp/retreat had a 

deliberate focus for that year level. As the coordinator of 

the Year 12 Retreat experience, I would like to  

commend our Year 12 Leaders as they met the challenge 

of global diplomatic issues through the Model United 

Nations Summit Workshops, facilitated by UN Youth. 

Mrs Anne-Marie Hammond, Mrs Seana Mokrzecki 

(Parish Coordinator) and Mrs Dot Parnell (College 

Chaplain), designed and facilitated a spiritual retreat day.  

The College also thanks Sr Carmel King and Dr Tianna McHugh for sharing their story to help our Year 12 girls further 

deepen their understanding of their invaluable role as a Mercy Woman as they prepare to leave our gates in November 

this year. The final day was physically and mentally challenging as they competed in the inaugural St Patrick’s College 

Townsville Amazing Race along The Strand. This event was organised and facilitated by Sabre Corporate Development 

(https://www.teambuildingsabre.com.au/) to ensure our students experienced an authentic ‘corporate’ style retreat 

team challenge. The day was thoroughly enjoyed by all and a special thanks to the teachers who assisted the girls as 

they solved problems and thought creatively. 

 

Throughout last term, I highlighted the many and varied benefits of your daughters attending camp/retreat, including 

how the experience can help strengthen the three basic building blocks of self-esteem - belonging, learning and  

contributing. I do however believe we can always look to improve the program. For this reason your daughters have 

been surveyed this week, along with the teachers, to evaluate our program with a view to planning and designing an 

exciting 2018 experience for all concerned. I would warmly welcome any parent/caregiver feedback regarding the  

program and would ask that you please email your comments to the College on office@stpatscollege.qld.edu.au . 

 

https://www.teambuildingsabre.com.au/
mailto:office@stpatscollege.qld.edu.au
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ABSENTEE PROCEDURES & STUDENTS LEAVING EARLY REMINDERS 

 

I would like to take this opportunity to remind students and parents/caregivers that there is a straight forward process 

to be followed for absences and early departures. We have a formal Policy to manage non-attendance in accordance 

with legislation and guidelines by statutory bodies. This Policy can be located on our College Website.  

 

If your daughter is too unwell for school, you are required to phone in to the College and advise us by 8.00am that day 

at the latest. You may wish to add the College absentee line (07 4753 0377) in your phone contacts for such occasions. 

If you unable to phone we also have an absence email which is absence@stpatscollege.qld.edu.au . If your daughter is 

away for more than two days in a row, the College does request a medical certificate to explain her absence due to  

illness. Absence (short and long term) due to other reasons are to be sent in writing (email/letter) to the Principal’s  

office for approval. 

 

It is clearly stated in our Policy  the responsibilities of the College, Students and Parents. In regards to parents, there is 

an expectation that you will: 

 

 Promote attendance at school with students by only allowing absences to occur for sickness, bereavement, or 

events of cultural significance. 

 Support the implementation of tailored intervention strategies when required to address persistent absences 

 Communicate reasons for absences to the school in a timely manner; and 

 Avoid students leaving school early at the end of school terms. 

 

I must admit I was disappointed that a small number of students, notably in Years 10-12, signed out early on our final day 

of Term 1, preventing their involvement as senior members of our student body, in our Easter Liturgy and House End of 

Term events. Parents are also reminded you (or an authorised person) are required to physically sign your daughter out 

when leaving the College grounds early.  

 

I look forward to full attendance by all students up to and including the final day of the remaining terms this year. 

 

 

FROM THE BOARD CHAIR 
Professor Sue McGinty 
 

The AGM of the College Board was held on Wednesday 19 April. We presented the Annual Report 

and the Financial Audit for 2016 to Mercy Partners, the canonical body responsible for  Mercy  

Ministries in Queensland, including St Patrick's College. The audit was accepted and the College was 

congratulated on the sound management of the finances, especially as the College is now in a 

growth phase. With the heritage listing of the old convent having been upheld by the court, we are 

now in consultation with the Institute of the Sisters of Mercy regarding the future of the building.  

 

During first term the Board underwent an external review by Ms Kay Herse, an educational consultant from Brisbane. 

The review showed the board has sound governance practices in place and pointed to areas for continued  

improvement. I'd like to thank Kay for her thorough report and to those who participated. It has given us confidence in 

our processes.  
 

BOARD OF GOVERNANCE INFORMATION EVENING - COMMITTEE AND BOARD POSITIONS AVAILABLE 
 

On Thursday 4 May at 6.30pm the Board is holding an information evening in the college drama theatre. We are seeking 

new committee members in the areas of finance, risk management, and policy and a new board member for the  

commencement of 2018 to replace Ms Anne Garvan who completes her term at the end of this year. Anyone interested 

in College governance is invited to attend the session without obligation.  

https://os-data.s3-ap-southeast-2.amazonaws.com/stpatscollege-qld-edu-au/bundle15/non%20attendance%20procedure.pdf
mailto:absence@stpatscollege.qld.edu.au


 

4 

Term   2   |    Week 2  |    2017 

 

 
 
 

 

FAITH & IDENTITY 

Anne-Marie Hammond 

Director of Faith & Identity 
 

 
 
 

But the future of humankind ,“isn’t exclusively in the hands of politicians, of great leaders, of big companies …  
The future most of all is in the hands of those people who recognise the other as ‘you’ and themselves as part of an ‘us’. 
We all need each other.” 
View the TED talk at:    https://www.ted.com/talks/pope_francis_why_the_only_future_worth_building_includes_everyone?language=en 

 
ANZAC DAY 

We celebrated a beautiful and solemn liturgy to commemorate ANZAC Day this week.  Thank you to those involved.  

They have been mentioned earlier in the newsletter.  I would like to share the Prayer of Peace that we prayed: 

Lord God, 
You made the world in all its beauty 

You created us to love you and to love one another 
We dream of an end to wars, we dream of peace. 

We dream of an end to hatred, 
To cruelty and division 

We dream of a golden age of 
Respect for one another, 
And for your creation. 

Lord, help our dreams to become reality. 
AMEN 

 

SONY FOUNDATION CHILDREN’S HOLIDAY CAMP 

We have held our first Sony Camp meeting in preparation for this year’s camp.   

We welcome back Ignatius Park College and Townsville Community Learning Centre as partners in the camp.  The Year 

11 students who are interested will have brought home an information letter so that they can discuss their interest in 

applying to be a companion or helper on the camp.  More news to follow. 

 
BISHOP’S ORDINATION - DETAILS 

Next Wednesday, 3 May, we will celebrate the Episcopal Ordination of Most Rev. Timothy Harris as the Sixth Bishop of 

Townsville.   We will have a large representation from St Patrick’s College in the congregation and in the choir.  All are 

most welcome to attend, details are as follows: 

 

Wednesday 3 May commencing at 10.30am at Ryan Catholic College, Emmaus Hall – Morindo Drive, Kirwan.  

 

There will be parking available in the grounds around the Mary MacKillop Childcare Centre as well as in the Northern 

car park of 1300 Smiles Stadium. This can be accessed via Morindo Drive or the Ryan Junior Campus entrance on Golf 

Links Drive, Kirwan. A shuttle bus will be ferrying people to the Emmaus Hall. For people requiring disabled access there 

will be a drop off located in front of the Emmaus Hall entrance.  

 

All are invited to attend the light lunch with the Bishops and clergy after the Ordination. This will be held in the Ryan 

Community Centre.   

 

 
 

 

 

Pope Francis recently delivered a TED talk on the theme of The Future You. He gave three clear 

messages: 
  

 The future is achievable if we stick together – it is about interactions and relationships 

 Don’t let technological innovation blind us to the suffering of others – while it is truly  

wonderful that we are discovering planets far away, let us not forget those in need who 

orbit us on a daily basis. 

 The revolution of tenderness – open our eyes and ears to the needs of others. 
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ACADEMIC NEWS 

Amy Byrnes 

Director of Studies 

 

Welcome back to Term 2.  As this term is only nine weeks, students will hit the ground running 

with a diverse range of teaching and learning occurring.  Throughout the term there will be a 

number of curriculum events that will impact on all year levels including NAPLAN for Years 7 

and 9, Subject Selection Evenings for Years 8 and 10, Exam Block for Years 9 to 12 and QCS 

Trials for Year 12.  Students are encouraged to continue to remain organised through the use of 

their College diary, creating study plans and ensuring they are aware of upcoming assessment 

per the College Assessment Calendar which can be found at https://www.stpatscollege.qld.edu.au/curriculum-79u2k7/

academic/assessment-exams/  

 

I hope that students have returned feeling energetic and enthusiastic towards their schooling and are ready for the  

opportunities that arise throughout the term. 

 

TERM 1 REPORTING 

Term 1 reports were emailed in the Easter school holidays.  If you have not yet received your daughter’s report card, 

please contact the College office. 

 

DILIGENCE ASSEMBLY 

The first academic event for the term is the College Diligence Assembly.  This assembly is based on the Term 1 interim 

report, specifically recognising the outstanding work ethic and behaviour of students.  The assembly will be held on 

Tuesday, 2 May from 11.50am in the Sports Complex. We warmly invite members of the College community to attend 

this assembly to celebrate the success of our students.  Students who are receiving awards were sent letters in the  

holidays informing them of their achievements.   

 

ACADEMIC CONFERENCING 

Academic Conference (Parent-Teacher Interviews) bookings will close on Wednesday, 3 May  at 5pm. These  

conferences will be held on Thursday, 4 May from 3.30pm to 8.00pm.   Academic conferences are a time for parents and 

students to discuss academic goals and progress in individual subjects.  Students are encouraged to attend these  

conferences, and they must wear their academic uniform.  Further details relating to Academic Conferences were 

forwarded with the Term 1 interim reports, however, if you would like to make a booking, please contact Claudia  

Moloney-Luisis cmoloneyluisis@stpatscollege.qld.edu.au 

 

NAPLAN 

Year 7 and 9 students will be participating in NAPLAN testing throughout Week 4.  Please refer to the specific 

organisational details listed on the next page.  We wish our students the best of luck as they sit these tests and  

encourage them to try their best.  Further details relating to NAPLAN were provided in a letter given to students in 

Term 1. 

 

TERM TWO UPCOMING DATES 

 

 Subject Selection Evening - The College is holding a Subject Selection Information Evening on Wednesday, 14 June.  

Please ensure you save this date as this is a compulsory event for all current Year 8 students progressing into Year 

9 and all current Year 10 students progressing into Year 11.  Further details on this evening will be published in 

upcoming newsletters. 

 

 Year 12 QCS Trial – Year 12 students who are sitting the QCS test have been provided with details of their next 

QCS Trial.  The trial is compulsory for all Year 12 students and will be held in Week 9 on Tuesday, 13 June and 

Wednesday, 14 June.   

 

 

 

 

https://www.stpatscollege.qld.edu.au/curriculum-79u2k7/academic/assessment-exams/
https://www.stpatscollege.qld.edu.au/curriculum-79u2k7/academic/assessment-exams/
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DEAN OF CURRICULUM   

Annie Van Homrigh 

   

NAPLAN TESTING 
From Tuesday, 9 May to Thursday, 11 May, Year 7 and 9 students will be participating in the 

2017 National Assessment Program – Literacy and Numeracy (NAPLAN) tests.  These  

national tests provide information on how students are performing in the content strands of 

numeracy, reading, writing, spelling, punctuation and grammar.   

 

These tests will be conducted at the following times: 

Tuesday 9 May 2017 

9.00am – Language Conventions Test (45 minutes) 

10.15am – Writing Test (40 minutes) 

 

Wednesday 10 May 2017 

9.00am – Reading Test (65 minutes) 

 

Thursday 11 May 2017 

9.00am – Numeracy Test – Part A - Calculators Permitted (50 minutes) 

Followed by Part B – Non-Calculator (10 minutes) 

 

Students will sit the tests in the same rooms each day as follows: 
7A – B21  

7B – B22 

7C – B23  

7D – B11  

9A – B12  

9B – B13 

 

Students who have submitted exemption forms will go to the Library while the NAPLAN tests are occurring.  

 

All participating Year 7 and 9 students will require the following materials to complete the NAPLAN tests:  

 2B or HB pencils 

 Blue or black pens (for Writing test only) 

 An eraser 

 A sharpener 

 College approved calculator 
 

It is essential that all Year 7 and 9 students arrive to the College on time.   Students will attend Pastoral Care Groups 

as normal before the tests and they will then return to regular timetabled classes. If students are absent on the days of 

these tests, catch-up sessions will be conducted on Friday, 12 May.   

If you have any questions or concerns in relation to the NAPLAN tests, they are to be directed to the Dean Of  

Curriculum, Annie Van Homrigh avanhomrigh@stpatscollege.qld.edu.au or the Director of Studies, Amy Byrnes  

abyrnes@stpatscollege.qld.edu.au 

 

 

mailto:avanhomrigh@stpatscollege.qld.edu.au
mailto:abyrnes@stpatscollege.qld.edu.au
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HEAD OF FACULTY  
VISUAL, DRAMATIC & CO-CURRICULAR ARTS 
Ebony Russell   

 

 

 

 

MULKADEE YOUTH ARTS FESTIVAL 2017 
 

The Townsville Catholic Education Mulkadee Youth Arts Festival  is a significant annual event that gives students from 

Catholic schools throughout the Townsville diocese the opportunity to work with Arts professionals who are experts 

in their field. For five days, students will participate in fully supervised workshops and tutorials, to advance their skills 

and knowledge in their chosen area. 

 

The date for this year’s Mulkadee is Monday 17 July - Friday 21 July  (including the concert on the Friday night).  It will 

be held at the Townsville Entertainment & Convention Centre.  

 

There are six disciplines on offer:  Choir, Drama, Dance, Strings, Guitars and Band.  Minimum standards and experience 

are essential, with a restriction on numbers for management purposes.   

 

This year these specialities will be delivered by: 
 

BAND - presented by Ben Crocker, The King's School, Sydney 

DRAMA - presented by National Institute of Dramatic Art (NIDA)  

STRINGS - presented by Antoni Benetti - Brisbane Symphony Orchestra 

CHOIR - presented by David Lawrence- Royal Academy of Music, London 

GUITAR - presented by Paul Svoboda Loretto College/ Aurora Guitar Music Ensemble 

DANCE - presented by Sydney Dance Company 
 

 

The cost for Mulkadee is $75. This cost covers administration fees, T-shirt costs and a DVD and Photo disk of the  

concert.  Students who are interested should contact the School Mulkadee Representative, Mr Gerard Marano. Forms 

will be sent home today for registration.  

 

For more information visit https://www.tsv.catholic.edu.au/media/events/mulkadee-youth-arts-festival/ 
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BOARDING 
Benita Bowles 

Director of Boarding 

 
Term 2 has come upon us very quickly. Boarding students arrived back from holidays,  

un-packed and re-packed again for their various camps, ready for departure the following day.  

 

Our camps and retreat programs are an integral and important part of the positive  

development of our girls, along with the development of the important attributes of resilience, safe risk-taking and 

friendship building. The girls returned as excited as they left and by all accounts, thoroughly enjoyed all of their  

varied experiences.  

 

The recent four-day-weekend provided the opportunity for students to engage in a wide range of boarding  

activities; both out-door and within the boarding house. Going to the Cowboys home game, a trip to Magnetic  

Island, bushwalking, swimming and art activities provided a wide scope of choices for all girls. This weekend there is 

another Cowboys home game, island cooking experiences are on offer along with a trip to Billabong Sanctuary and 

the movies. An outline of the planned activities for the term will be uploaded to our website in the next few days. 

Also on our boarding website are the planned menus for the term. You will see that we continue to ensure your 

daughters are receiving nutritionally balanced meals that are designed to meet the needs of teenage girls. We value 

your feedback regarding any dietary needs your daughter may have. 

 

Our afternoon activities choices remains an important part of the daily plan for all girls. These activities provide your 

daughter with a choice of exercise options that allow for a healthy intercession between school and study periods, 

engaging in social games and providing that space where energies can be expended and the right frame of mind for 

study and homework can be prepared.  

 

The term ahead is relatively short and extremely busy and we continue to both encourage and support our girls to 

be organised and prepared for learning and assessments as well as ensuring they are engaged in all aspects of  

boarding life. 

 
 
 

Look for our series of Facebook posts about 

boarding life at St Patrick’s College. Follow 

us on Facebook by searching St Patrick’s 

College Townsville. Please help us by  

sharing our boarding posts. 

FACEBOOK CAMPAIGN 
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COLLEGE NEWS 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

POSITION VACANT - ST PATRICK’S COLLEGE UNIFORM SHOP (WEARECO) 

Retail School Uniform Ambassador 

Weareco - Join Australia's leading School Uniform Retailer 

 

 Opportunity to develop a career within the business 

 Be a vital part of a dynamic, supportive and successful company 

 Share our vision of Customer Service Excellence 

 

This is an exciting opportunity for a person with high customer service skills, enjoys working in a team and school 

environment. 
 

Weareco is Australia's leading manufacturer and retailer of school uniforms, our St Patrick’s College  

Townsville store requires a casual salesperson/convenor that is available to work two 3 hour shifts per week, 

with many more hours in peak back to school periods offered. 

 

In order to be considered for this role you must have... 

 Excellent Customer Service Skills 

 Strong sense of urgency 

 Hard working, results driven 

 Ability to handle a busy environment 

 Strong attention to detail 

 

In return, Weareco rewards the successful person with 

 Excellent Rate of Pay 

 Fantastic Hours- Great for stay at home parents 

 A supportive work environment 

 Engagement with the college community 

  

Please email your resume to dallas@Weareco.com.au  

 

 

CONGRATS TO GABRIELLE DOWNWARD 

TOWNSVILLE JUNIOR OPEN GIRLS GOLF CHAMPION 2017 
 

Congratulations to Year 11 student, Gabrielle Downward who has recently 

received the Townsville Junior Open Girls Golf Champion trophy for 2017.  

Gabrielle was honoured and very fortunate to have Mr Charlie Earp – OAM, 

coach of golfing great Greg Norman present the  trophy to her.    

 
Right | Gabrielle is pictured with Mr Charlie Earp, receiving her trophy. Mr Earp was 

a former coach to Greg Norman. 

mailto:dallas@Weareco.com.au
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Community News 
 
 
 

 

 

SEEKING STUDENT VOLUNTEERS 
 

The Townsville Fashion Festival presented by Escape Travel 

is seeking student volunteers to help with front of house, 

back of house, event assistances and transport and logistical 

support.  If you have a keen interest in the fashion industry 

and/or event management or are interested in being apart of 

the Townsville Fashion Festival we would love for you to 

come work with us and gain some valuable experience. 

 

If you are interested in being a volunteer please complete 

and return the application form below.  

 

Application forms are available here: http://

www.townsvillefashionfestival.com.au/event/volunteers.php 

http://www.townsvillefashionfestival.com.au/event/volunteers.php
http://www.townsvillefashionfestival.com.au/event/volunteers.php

