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Above |  Our Mercy Gate for the Year of Mercy was blessed during our Beginning of the Year 

Mass on Friday 12 February. 

  

 

“Father, help me to see this holy season of Lent as a time of spiritual renewal, rather than a time 
of deprivation.  Motivate me to reach a new level of experiencing your grace.”  

 

Educating girls matters. At St Patrick’s College, we recognise the  

importance of providing expert staff, programs and facilities designed  

specifically for young women. We know that positive emotions play a  

significant role in enhancing learning and that an all girls environment leads to  

improved academic results and greater confidence. Other benefits include the 

fact that leadership roles are filled only by girls and the challenges of  

adolescence are navigated without distraction or embarrassment.   
 

As specialists and leaders in the education of young women, the College will be presenting a 

series of parenting seminars in 2016, “Raising Confident Daughters”.  The first seminar will be 

delivered at our Open Day, March 17 entitled: Miss Bossy, Who’s the Boss? There will be four 

seminars offered this year, stay tuned for: Miss Moody: Sad, Mad or Bad; Miss Selfie: ‘Like’ 
yourself First and finally, Miss Happy. These seminars are offered to adult members of the St 

Patrick’s and wider community.  If you know someone interested in attending our College, 

please invite them to our Open Day. I will be addressing parents at 5.00pm and  6.30pm.  
 

Our Beginning of Year Mass was a beautiful celebration to welcome in the school year and to 

ask God’s blessings on us for 2016. This was also an opportunity to present our Year 12  

students with their leadership and senior badges before we processed from the church to the 

College through our Mercy Gates. We are grateful to our Art teacher Mrs Ebony Russell for 

designing our Mercy doors for the Year of Mercy. We wish our Year 12s the very best as they 

journey through this very important year in their schooling career. 
 

Academic mentoring consultations have begun with girls in Year 12.  The purpose is to  

establish career goals and to reflect on past performance as well as identify strategies that they 

might utilise to assist them in meeting their goals.  It is important for the girls to consider their 

aspirations so that they can use this as motivation to spur them on this year.  There is much 

the girls can do to improve performance if they begin now and work consistently.   

 

I wish the Year 7 students all the best as they head to the Gumburu Environmental Education 

Centre at Crystal Creek next week for their camp.  Then on Friday 26 February, there is all 

the fun and excitement of the Interhouse Swimming Carnival at the Long Tan pool in Heatley. 

Parents are warmly invited to join us. 
 

St Patrick’s College is a vibrant community and our girls are achieving great things! To keep 

track of our success stories, ‘like’ us on the St Patrick’s College Townsville Facebook page.    

God bless, Paulina 

 
 

TERM 1   WEEK 4   2016 

 

Upcoming 
Events 

 

 

Interhouse Swimming  

Carnival 

Friday 26 February 

 
P&F AGM 

Tuesday 1 March 

5.30pm 
 

 
 

Year 10-12 OP &  

Senior Studies 

Information Evening 

Monday 7 March 

6pm-7pm 

 
 

St Patrick’s College  

OPEN DAY 

Thursday 17 March 

4pm - 7pm 

Principal’s Address 

5.00pm & 6.30pm 

 
2016 Parent Seminars 

RAISING  

CONFIDENT  

DAUGHTERS 

Session 1: Miss Bossy 

Thursday 17 March 

5.30pm-6.30pm 
 

M 

YEAR 

Mercy 
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 FROM THE DEPUTY PRINCIPAL 
 
 

 PERSISTENCE 
 

At St Patrick’s College, teachers are always looking for ways to encourage persistence in your daughter’s 

approach to her learning.  It is interesting to note that students who persist: 
 

  Are prepared to take risks to work out a solution, 

  Are resilient when faced with setbacks, 

  Are willing to stay with problems longer, and 

  Don’t give up; choosing instead to employ a range of different strategies when faced with challenges.  

 

Because they do these things and approach their learning in this way, these students are more likely to gain success in the long 

term.    
 

Encouraging persistence in your daughter is certainly an area that parent/guardians can also help with at home. Some suggested 

ways to do this are:     

 

 When faced with an academic hurdle, many learners quickly say, "I can't do this."  Teach your daughter the importance of 

self-talk such as, "I can do this if I stick with it," or "I remember the last time I did this I tried…” Reinforce this by using  

positive language to acknowledge the effort they are making.   

 

 Encourage your daughter to try other things before you go and solve it for them.  Remind them of other times they may 

have persisted and achieved success and ask them to focus on how it felt to persist and succeed.   

 

 Rather than rewarding achievement, reward your daughter’s effort, encouraging them to make the connection between 

progress and effort. Praise them for their improvement and progress rather than the actual achievement grade itself,  

particularly if high grades come easily to them.   

 

 Help your daughter set high, but reasonable, academic goals and assist her to identify and articulate specific steps she can 

take to reach those goals. Always express confidence in her and encourage and reward her when you see her persisting 

with her goal.    

 

 Remember that persistence does not always come easily for many students. Whilst it may require time, with  

encouragement, patience, positive reinforcement and recognition all students can develop their ability to persist and  

increase their motivation for learning. 

 

HOMEROOM GROUP CHANGES FROM MONDAY 22 FEBRUARY 2016 
 

We are very proud to announce that the College is growing in enrolments. As you are all aware, at St Patrick’s College we pride 

ourselves on providing a nurturing environment for your daughters to enable them to flourish and grow. For this to be fostered, 

they need to have a team of people around them offering various levels of support and guidance. One of the key roles in this 

team is the Home Room teacher. To allow our Home Room teacher the ability to know and support each girl, we are creating 

an additional Home Room group per House to ensure smaller numbers in these groups are maintained across the College. This 

enables your daughter to receive the optimal support and dedicated time and attention on a daily basis.  

 

From Monday 22 February, your daughter could be part of this change and may begin with a new Home Room group as we  

celebrate the growth of our wonderful College. It is important to reiterate that no student is changing Houses and that the key 

reasoning behind this change is to provide a more nurturing environment for your daughter as she progresses through her years 

at St Patrick’s College. 

 

Should you have any questions about this process do not hesitate to contact Benita Bowles, Director of Pastoral Care or your 

daughter’s Year Level Pastoral Dean. 
 

 

Amber Hauff 

Deputy Principal 
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FAITH & IDENTITY 
 

CORPORAL WORKS OF MERCY 
 

Through this Year of Mercy, we will feature the Corporal and Spiritual Works of Mercy in the  

newsletter.  The Spiritual and Corporal Works of Mercy show ways in which we can show charity 

toward others.  Each newsletter will highlight one of the Works of Mercy.  

 
Feed the Hungry 

Share what you have with those who need it, down the street or around the world. 
 

What can you do? 

When gathering for your family meal, take time to think of those who don’t have enough to eat. Be aware of the food 

we waste. Donate one food item a week for those less fortunate.  (This needs to be non-perishable and can be bought 

into the College, we will send it on to Vinnies.) 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SACRAMENTAL PROGRAM 
The St Joseph’s Parish will begin their Sacramental Program within the next few weeks.  After discussions with Mrs 

Seana Mokrzecki, we will run a separate program for girls from St Pat’s who may like to participate.  Our program will 

begin early next term.  If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me through the College office.   

 
 

Anne-Marie Hammond 

Director Faith & Identity 

 

BEGINNING YEAR MASS & MERCY GATE BLESSING 

We welcomed our new students and staff, as well as inducted our student leaders during our Beginning of Year Mass last 

Friday.  It was a beautiful celebration with many parents and friends of the College attending, including many Sisters.  Fr 

Mick also consecrated our Holy Gate of Mercy.  This stunning gate was created by Mrs Ebony Russell from the Art  

Department.   

 

As we pass through the gate it reminds us that we are crossing a threshold, entering a new place, having a new beginning. 

It is decorated with yellow roses to remind us of Catherine McAuley, the founder of the Sisters of Mercy and has  

picture frames on the outside so that we as a community can fill these frames with pictures of Mercy in our community.  

(The first frame has been filled with a collage of photos from the World Challenge team during their time at the  

Rehabilitation Centre in Vietnam.)   

Above |  Our Mercy Gate was blessed during our  

Beginning of the Year Mass. 
Above |  College captains Raven Guy and Tiarna Coco lead 

the procession into our Beginning of the Year Mass. 
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FAITH & IDENTITY 
 

 

MERCY GIRLS IN ACTION 

 PASTORAL CARE 
 

It is wonderful to see so many of the girls wearing their school uniform with pride. We have placed  

additional emphasis on following up uniform infringements and congratulating those girls who are  

conscientious about wearing their correct uniform and the way it is being worn. Coming to school 

dressed ready to learn, ready to engage and ready to fully participate, is the expectation we hold for 

every girl, every day. 
  

 Our Year 7 girls are very excited about attending their first camp as a secondary school student. 

The rainforest environment of Gumburu at Paluma will provide a beautiful backdrop to a variety of 

activities that promote friendship and team building. The theme of, ‘New Friendships, New  

Beginnings’, will underpin all of the activities we have planned for the girls next week during camp.  

 

Our work in the Personal Development Program at Year 7 will continue to build upon these experiences and skills as 

the year progresses.  

 

We encourage all girls to expand their repertoire of extra-curricular activities. Block Sport, the Glee Club and learning a 

musical instrument are just some of the extra-curricular activities on offer here at St Patrick’s. There are so many  

benefits for young people to engage in learning that is not necessarily academic - whether they are part of a team or  

learning and using a new set of skills for a different environment. We only know what we might be capable of if we 

move out of our comfort zone and try something different. 

 

Benita Bowles 

Director of Pastoral Care 

  

 

 
 

 

 

Mercy Girls in Action is a social justice program open 

to all students with the aim of encouraging girls to 

tackle social justice issues within our local, wider and 

global communities. 
 

Our focus for this term is Project Compassion. We 

have already raised $109 for this cause through the 

selling of pancakes on Shrove Tuesday. Mercy Girls in 

Action have decided to hold two more fundraising days 

next week (Tuesday 23rd and Thursday 25th) by selling 

Zooper Doopers during first and second break. We 

will also be encouraging homerooms to be more active 

in fundraising by providing a mystery prize to the  

homeroom that raises the most money.  

 

We are always looking for more members to join us in  

Above Our Mercy Girls in Action are focused on fundraising for 

Project Compassion in Term 1. 

creating ideas and projects to help the local and wider communities. Our Mercy Girls in Action meet every Friday at 

1pm in the library. If anyone is interested in getting involved, please feel free to come to one of our meetings, otherwise 

you can contact myself or Miss Carly Rush for more details.  

 
Maddy Rooney  

Community Service – Charities and Relationships Prefect 
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 ACADEMIC NEWS  
 

“Education is the most powerful weapon which you can use to change the world”  
Nelson Mandela 

 

As we come to the end of Week 4, students should be utilising their diaries to effectively manage 

their studies.  A number of year levels received assessment tasks across a range of subjects and it is  

important that students are ensuring all deadlines for these tasks are met.   

 
 

ASSESSMENT CALENDARS  To assist in completing assessment tasks, a printed copy of assessment calendars has 

been distributed to students and an electronic copy is available from the College website.  These calendars can be 

accessed via  http://www.stpatscollege.qld.edu.au/academic-life/assessment-exams/.  Parents are encouraged to  

ensure these calendars are in an accessible location so they can assist students to manage their studies.  Parents and 

students are reminded to read the second page of the assessment calendars to ensure that students understand and 

are following the College Assessment Policy.   
 

EXAM BLOCK   

Students in Years 10, 11 and 12 will be involved in the Exam Block in Week 8 (Term One).  As per the College  

Assessment Policy, students must be present for these exams, with the exam block timetable to be  

distributed to students in coming weeks.   
 

2016 SENIOR STUDIES INFORMATION EVENING -  COMPULSORY FOR YEAR 12 STUDENTS 

Letters relating to the Senior Studies Information Evening have been distributed to Year 10, 11 and 12 students.   

This is compulsory for Year 12 parents and students and strongly encouraged for parents and students in Years 10 

and 11.  The Information Evening will take place on Monday, 7 March at 6pm in the Sports Complex.   

Parents will  receive information relating to their daughters’ senior studies, including the Queensland Core Skills 

(QCS) test and Queensland Certificate of Education (QCE).  Students attending must be in their academic uniform. 

 

CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION 

MONITORING MEETING 

A number of teachers have attended Year 11 monitoring meetings throughout Week 4.  The role of these meetings 

is to support school judgments and decisions about levels of achievement and to ensure that schools are correctly 

covering the mandatory aspects of the syllabus.  Such meetings also assist staff in their professional learning within 

their subjects.   
 

 

Amy Byrnes 

Director of Studies 
 

Last week I took a group of Year 11 students to the 

North Queensland Zone Schools Constitutional  

Convention for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 

students. The event allowed students to discuss the 

role of the Constitution and the impact it has on them 

as the emerging leaders of Australia.  The theme for 

this year was how to include Aboriginal and Torres 

Strait Islander peoples in the Australian Constitution 

and how can this best be done.  Maya Johnson  

presented a five  minute speech on the topic.  Maya is 

to be commended on her dedication and enthusiasm  

towards the topic and her efforts in preparing for this 

speech.  
Above | Maya Johnson, Jessie Blitner, Manaima Au and Christina 

Hankin participated in the Constitutional Convention. 

http://www.stpatscollege.qld.edu.au/academic-life/assessment-exams/
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STEM - SCIENCE, ENGINEERING, TECHNOLOGY & MATHEMATICS 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THINK LADIES  
Our Year 11 and 12 students  have been enjoying the benefits of the College’s BYOD program in Physics, where they 

have been using computer software to design and simulate electronic circuits before building them.  The  

students are studying circuits in preparation for their Extended Experimental Investigations as part of their Electricity 

and Magnetism unit.   

 

Two of our Physics students, Dellis Irwin and Eveey Connolly, are already well practiced in electronics after  

successfully completing an online robotics course through Berkeley University last year.  The course, titled 

“Electronic Interfaces: Bridging the Physical and Digital Worlds”, was one of the Think Ladies’ projects for 2015.   

 

Think Ladies is our College “STEM Club” which is a co-curricular program for girls in Years 7 to 12 who love  

Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics.  The first Think Ladies project for 2016 will be announced next 

week! 
 

 
LANGUAGES 
 
JAPAN CLUB 

 

 

 

WEP - WORLD EDUCATION PROGRAM AUSTRALIA 

WEP is a not-for-profit student exchange organisation registered/approved by the education departments/regulatory 

authorities in Queensland. If you would like to study abroad or if you would be interested in welcoming a student 

from another country, check the information available online. Many lifelong relationships have grown through student 

exchange programs.  www.wep.org.au 

Above: Piper Driscoll, Julia Macario-Slatter, Prudence Terry, Tyler Johnson and Tadala Chilewani participating in the Physics unit - 

electricity and magnetism. 

Our students meet during Monday lunch breaks 

for ‘Japan Club’ where they learn about Japanese 

culture and part ic ipate in cultural  

activities.  Pictured are Skye-Lee Stevens and  

Isobel Harris making origami.  If your daughter is 

interested in joining the Japan Club, please see 

our Japanese teacher, Miss Emi Miyoshi. 
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SPORT 
 
INTERHOUSE SWIMMING CARNIVAL! 

 
Our College Inter-House Swimming Carnival will take place on Friday 26 February. This is a day where all students 

take a break from usual school days to participate with their friends in events to earn points for their House. Each 

year, students from each House compete for the Swimming trophy and also points towards the House Spirit Award 

at the end of the year. This year we look forward to a competitive atmosphere with our large number of year 7 girls 

encouraging and motivating us with their fresh, new energy.  

 

To help with proceedings and information for the day, all parents/guardians will receive an information letter with 

important details. These details include: attendance, arrival, departure, uniform and additional information. In addition 

to the information letter, a program outlining the running of events for the day will be placed on the College website.  

 

TOWNSVILLE & NORTH QLD SCHOOL SPORT  
 

There are many representative trials each term for 

Townsville and NQ teams for students to participate in. 

The following sports will be trailing in the remainder of 

this term: 

 

 Open squash 

 Open hockey 

 Open touch 

 Open football (soccer) 

 U12 basketball 

 U12 football (soccer) 

 U12 netball 

 U12 hockey 

 

Students should listen to the morning notices to find out when forms are available for each sport. If deadlines for 

returned notes are missed, students can not trial.  

 

BLOCK SPORT 
 

This term St Pat’s sports teams have started off with a bang!  Here are the results so far: 

 
  

Congratulations to all players, coaches and managers on a great first week. For draw and team information, please 

see the College website.  

 

 

U15 Netball - A Def. Heatley SHS 10-1 

U15 Netball – B Def. Thuringowa SHS 8-3 

Open Softball Def. Kirwan SHS 10-6 

Open Water polo Drew Ryan CC 2-2 

Open Volleyball - A Def. St Anthony’s 
Def. Kirwan SHS 
Def. Townsville SHS 

  

Open Volleyball - B Def. Heatley SHS 
Def. Northern Beaches 
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MUSIC - Vocal and Instrumental Music Program 

 
Timetables for tuition have now been finalised for Term 1. Please consult with your daughter’s music teacher directly, 

should you have any questions. Music students are reminded of their responsibility to remember their lesson time 

each week and to arrive promptly to their music lessons.  

 

Some strategies to assist students in remembering their lesson time include writing the time in their diary and setting 

an alarm on their mobile phone. 

 

Music ensembles have all now been established and will run as follows – 

 

 Tuesday 7.30am – Orchestra 

 Wednesday 7.30am – Taiko drumming 

 Wednesday 3.15pm – Glee Club 

 Thursday 7.30am – Guitar Trio 

 Thursday 12.45pm – Guitar Ensemble 

 Thursday 12.45pm – Percussion Ensemble 

 Friday 7.30am – String Quartet 

 

If you have any questions regarding lessons or ensembles at the College, please contact Head of Music – Ms  

Katherine Murphy kmurphy@stpatscollege.qld.edu.au 

 

 

STATE HONOURS ENSEMBLE PROGRAM -  CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR STUDENTS 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Above L-R  Gabrielle Downward, Phoebe Reeves and Julia 

Macario-Slatter 

Congratulations to the following students in Year 10 

and 11 who have accepted nominations for the State 

Honours Ensemble Program (SHEP) to be held in 

March this year: 
 

 Gabrielle Downward  - voice  

 Phoebe Reeves - percussion 

 Julia Macario-Slatter - viola 

 

Having been nominated by their teachers, these young 

musicians will be travelling to Cairns for the annual 

event to work with their peers from all over North 

Queensland in a three day intensive workshop  

environment.  
 

The weekend is hosted by the Qld Conservatorium of 

Music Griffith University and is a wonderful opportunity 

for students to work with industry professionals  

from around Australia.  
 

Conductors include Dr Peter Morris (winds and  

percussion), Ms Loreta Fin (strings) and Dr Jessica 

O’Bryan (choral). 

A special congratulations to Julia Macario-Slatter (Year 11) who will be viola section leader of the orchestra at SHEP.  

mailto:kmurphy@stpatscollege.qld.edu.au
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WORLD CHALLENGE 

 

On December 1 2015, Tia Ryan, Olivia Fuller and I went on a three week World  

Challenge Expedition to Vietnam, accompanied by Mrs Hammond. The World Challenge 

team was made up of students from St Patrick’s College, St James College in Brisbane and 

Calvin Christian College in Tasmania. Altogether there were 13 members - 10 students, 2 

teachers and one expedition leader, Sam. We travelled from Ho Chi Minh City in the 

south to Hanoi in the north.  
 

We  had a trekking phase where the team completed a 10km trek to Crocodile Lake in the Cat Tien National Park, 

where we actually did see a crocodile.  Following this we trekked the Lang Bien Mountain circuit which was a total of 

45km altogether over 4 days. This was the most challenging part of the entire trip, but also a highlight where we 

achieved things we didn’t think we could – for example climbing up a 800m section of mountain with a 14 kilo backpack, 

then having to pitch our tents and cook dinner—all in the pouring rain. 
 

 

During the project phase we went to Thuy An Rehabilitation Centre where we assisted the staff at the centre to lay 

bricks and create an area for the children to play. The team also sanded and painted the toilet block. As a whole team 

we raised around $1600 and that  was spent on two new toilets, two hand basins and supplies for the centre. Overall as 

a team we really helped the centre and enjoyed playing with the children.  
 

The cultural phase of the expedition was spent experiencing the beautiful scenery of Dalat, Nha Trang, Hoi An and 

Halong Bay where we went sightseeing, snorkelling, cooking and shopping!  A lot of time was also spent working  

together to plan meals, accommodation, sightseeing and transport for the next few days of our trip.  We also spent time 

reflecting on the awesome journey. As the expedition came to an end on the 24th December the team said our very sad 

goodbyes and returned home.  
 

World Challenge was an amazing experience and we all learnt so many things about ourselves.  I have confidence now 

to do things I wouldn’t have even dreamed of and have built great friendships with the other members of the team. To 

the students going or want to go on the 2016 expedition to Cambodia, I recommended it, as it will be an experience of 

a life time! 
 

Meg Alloway 

 

 
 

 
 

 

Left  Our girls in Vietnam on the 2015 World  

Challenge.  

Above  Piper Driscoll is already fundraising for this  

year’s World Challenge expedition to Cambodia. 
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COLLEGE & COMMUNITY NOTICES 
 

 
STUDENT ABSENCE LINE 

We now have dedicated phone number for student absences. Please phone 4753 0377 before 8.30am to advise if 

your daughter is unable to attend school. 

 
 

P&F MEETING DATES 2016    - Would you like to join the Executive of our P&F? 
The St Patrick’s College P&F Annual General Meeting will take place on Tuesday 1 March at 5.30pm.  As parents of 

the college you are automatically a member of the P&D and are warmly invited to attend. If you are interested in 

nominating for a position on the executive, please visit www.stpatscollege.qld.edu.au (Parents tab -  Parents & 

Friends) for more information. 

 

 

TUCKSHOP NEWS  Tuckshop orders and payment now available online! 
 

We have engaged with Flexischools, Australia’s leading school payment system, to provide a new cashless way for 

tuckshop orders. As of Monday 22 February, you can use the online ordering system for our tuckshop. 

 

 Parents set up a Flexischools account online and pre-load the account with funds 

 Parent can use the funds in their account to order and pay for a range of services online 

 Parents can view their orders online and can set a daily spending limit. 

 

How to Set Up: 

 

 Register for Flexischools by visiting www.flexischools.com.au.  Add your student, their school and form class 

to get started. 

 

 Top-Up your account via Visa, Mastercard, PayPal or direct deposit. 

 

 Make an order by selecting from the range of options made available by your school and proceed to make  

payment for the order listed in your order pad. 

 

 Review Orders by logging back in to your Flexischools account. You can set recurring orders, view transaction 

history or cancel orders via your Flexischools login. 

 

What does it cost? 

 
Online Ordering Fees - $0.25 per order 

 

Account Top-Up Fees - Direct Deposit $0.00 

      Credit card (visa/mastercard) $0.29 

      PayPal $0.35 

 

 

 

http://www.flexischools.com.au
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