
Principal’s Welcome Term   2  |    Week 8  |    2015 

 

Above |   Our Year 12 Captains and Prefects with Principal, Ms Paulina Skerman. 

  

Our girls have returned to school full of joy and enthusiasm: they are clearly 

excited for what lies ahead, as are we.  I love the feel of a new year, the buzz 

from the teachers as they meet their students and plan and  

prepare classes to engage their students.   
  

This week we launched our Meet our Teachers series of profiles in the lead 

up to Open Day on Friday March 17, St Patrick’s Day. Our teachers are not 

only experts in their fields, they also bring a wide range of life  

experience to the classroom.  You can read our teacher profiles either via  
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Upcoming 
Events 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

Interhouse Swimming 

Carnival 

Monday 13 February 

 
Scholars’ Assembly 

Wednesday 15 February 

 
Ash Wednesday  

Assembly 

Wednesday 1 March 

 

 

Harmony Day Assembly 

Wednesday 8 March 

 
Women’s Career  

Network Breakfast 

Friday 17 March 

 
St Patrick’s Day Mass 

Friday 17 March 

 

College Open Day 

Friday 17 March 

4.30pm-6.30pm 

 

AN EDUCATION DESIGNED FOR GIRLS 

This year we have an enhanced pastoral program with Heads of House now being responsible 

for the wellbeing of girls from Years 7 – 12 in a vertical House system. Remember that the 

Heads of House are the first point of contact should you wish to discuss your daughter’s  

progress at school.  For specific questions around particular subjects, it is best to talk with the 

relevant Head of Faculty. We welcome Mr Triffett to the role of Dean of Students. He will work 

with Deputy Principal, Mrs Hauff, to oversee the College pastoral program. 
 

At our Welcome Assembly I talked to the girls about the strength that God gives us to control 

our own lives and the power within ourselves to make good decisions. I reminded them that 

their attitude, thoughts and commitment to hard work will determine the kind of year that they 

may experience. I asked them to:  

Lay the past to rest 

The past year is over. There is no purpose in dwelling on the things that happened in 2016. Set 

aside the disappointments and begin with a fresh page. The year ahead is an exciting new chapter 

in your life, and the page is blank now. Anything is possible. 
 

Expect to be amazing. 

Set your mind on the things that build you up. Identify your many strengths and play to them. 

Focus on your gifts with a thankful heart. Expect the year ahead to be the best one in your life 

so far, even if the year will bring many challenges and changes. You are so much more than you 

imagine. Expect to be amazing. 
 

Plan for success 

Good preparation is one of the best antidotes for stress and anxiety. Set up a daily routine or 

schedule. Make it easy to keep and plan enough times for rest and recreation. Set goals. Be in 

control of your life. 

our Facebook page or on the College website.  It is such a pleasure to work with such  

professionals who are committed to offering your daughters an excellent education.  

 

Finally, I would like to thank the P&F for hosting the Parents’ Welcome Function last week.  It 

was a a great opportunity for parents and teachers to meet each other in an informal setting.  

If you would like to be a part of our very welcoming P&F Association, please come along to 

our first meeting on Tuesday February 7 at 5.30pm in the College Library.   Blessings, Paulina. 

 

Uniform Shop 
 

Mondays  

8.00am - 10.45am 
 

Wednesdays  

2.00pm - 4.45pm 
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DEPUTY PRINCIPAL 
   

Amber Hauff   

 

Welcome to 2017 
I am always excited at the start of a new school year. I love the excitement and anticipation of 

what a new year brings to new and returning students. It has been a wonderful start to this year 

and this positive all-round environment and approach has an incredible influence on a child and 

their ability to learn. I would like to thank our amazing Heads of House and Dean of Students for 

the Orientation day for our new students. It was a wonderful day full of fun and facts. This day 

has built a great foundation for our new students to enable them to settle quickly and get on with 

the business of learning and growing. The Year 12 Big Sisters are a wonderful comfort for new students in  

Pastoral Care Group each morning for advice and help.  

 

Mr Cameran Triffett and I had the opportunity to work with the College Prefect Team last Saturday to help them map 

out a plan for the year in leading our College and reflecting on how they will help shape the future of our College. This is 

a wonderful group of committed, passionate young women who they themselves have witnessed the transformation of 

this great College over the past five years.  

 

2017 College Diaries  
Diaries have been distributed this week and provide an excellent resource for both students and parents.  

Information pertaining to communication channels, uniform, semester planners and parent communication note  

sections are included for your use. We see this as your daughter’s work diary and encourage their use of this  

resource to build organisational and time management skills. Once students receive their Assessment Planners, it is  

always a good idea for students to note assessment due dates in their diary to help keep them on track. 

 
 

 

 

  

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 
 

 

Uniform Guidelines and Expectations 
I always like to take the opportunity at the beginning of a term 

to remind our community about our uniform  

expectations. These can be located on our College website: 

http://www.stpatscollege.qld.edu.au/parents/uniforms -

stationery/ and in your daughter’s College diary.  

 

Due to Workplace Health and Safety Guidelines and advice we 

are requesting that students do not wear rings to school. This 

message has been given to students through notices and you 

will notice rings are not part of the allowable jewellery items in 

the Uniform Policy.  

 

Please direct any queries you may have regarding the Uniform 

Policy to your daughter’s Head of House. They can be  

contacted by either phoning the College on (07) 4753 0300 or 

via email: 

 Dominations (Doms) House – Ms Megan Christie 

mchristie@stpatscollege.qld.edu.au 

 Powers House –  Ms Kirsten Anderson  

kanderson@stpatscollege.qld.edu.au 

 Principalities (Princes) House – Ms Athena Costopoulos 

acostopoulos@stpatscollege.qld.edu.au  

 Thrones House – Ms Maria Franettovich   

mfranettovich@stpatscollege.qld.edu.au  

http://www.stpatscollege.qld.edu.au/parents/uniforms-stationery/
http://www.stpatscollege.qld.edu.au/parents/uniforms-stationery/
mailto:mchristie@stpatscollege.qld.edu.au
mailto:kanderson@stpatscollege.qld.edu.au
mailto:acostopoulos@stpatscollege.qld.edu.au
mailto:mfranettovich@stpatscollege.qld.edu.au
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New Initiatives 
 

Fitness Friday (Sports Uniform permitted) 

I would also like to inform our parents about a wonderful new initiative here at the College in 2017. Every Friday  

students are permitted to wear their Sports Uniform to participate in various House activities and events. Our College 

believes that fitness is a key area that has been shown to positively impact on brain development and learning and we 

are looking forward to the students engaging with this new initiative throughout 2017. 

 
 

Academic Uniform (Monday – Thursday) 

It is important to note that students are expected to wear their full and correct Academic Uniform to and from school 

Monday to Thursday. They will need to change at break times in preparation for practical HPE lessons which occur on 

various days and times for the different year levels and classes.  

 

This change has resulted from a learning focussed timetable enhancement, which now affords our students access to a 

range of College facilities and equipment on a class-by-class basis. We feel this approach puts the focus firmly on  

learning opportunities rather than on facilities available at the time. Please be rest assured Pastoral Care Group  

Teachers, Heads of House and the HPE Department will provide guidance and support for your daughters in helping 

them get organised and bring the correct gear. Emails have been sent home from your daughter’s HPE Teacher giving 

you this information in detail. If you have not received an email, please contact the office on (07) 4753 0300 to update 

your email details with the College. 

 

Interhouse Swimming Carnival 13 February 2017 

Please be advised that an information note about this Carnival will be coming home with your daughter about the  

arrangements for this compulsory student event. The note has a return slip that parents are asked to complete and  

return to Student Reception by Wednesday 8 February, to help us in organising for the day. 
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FAITH & IDENTITY 
Anne-Marie Hammond 

Director of Faith & Identity 

 

From Pope Francis to young people: 

 
“My Dear Young Friends, 
 
To be merciful means to grow in a love which is courageous, generous and real.  
You are preparing to be Christians capable of making courageous choices and  

  decisions, in order to build a world of peace. 
  

Pay attention, my young friends: go against the current; with courage, swim against 
the tide.  Jesus gives us this courage! … With him we can do great things; he will 
give us the joy of being his disciples, his witnesses.  We Christians were not c 
hosen by the Lord for little things; push onwards toward the highest principles.  
Stake your lives on noble ideals”  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Beginning Year Mass 
We had a lovely Eucharistic Celebration on Wednesday 

to begin our school year.  The message above from 

Pope Francis was read out as our first reading.  The 

mass focused on making the best use of our talents, not 

only for ourselves but also for the good of others.  This 

is what we will continually remind the girls through our 

Community Service Program.   

 

This year we will be extending this program so that 

each student will be involved in Community Service.  

We focus on:  

 Awareness 

 Action 

 Information sharing 

 Sustainability 

 

 

World Challenge 

Six of our girls participated in the World Challenge  

Expedition to Laos and Cambodia in December 2016.  I 

cannot begin to describe the enjoyment and personal 

growth the girls experienced over the course of the 

three weeks.  The girls are preparing a more detailed 

report which will be in our next newsletter.   

 

We are now preparing for World Challenge 2017!  

There will be an information evening for parents on 

Tuesday 14 February at the College beginning at 

6.00pm.  This program is open to girls in Years 10, 11 

and 12. 
 

Above | 2017 College Captains Peri and Riley participating 

in the Beginning Year Mass. 
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ACADEMIC NEWS 

Amy Byrnes 

Director of Studies 

Welcome to our new and returning students and their families.  2017 has already allowed our  

students to embrace a range of subject areas and be immersed in the curriculum at St Patrick’s 

College.  No doubt 2017 will be an exciting and rewarding year for students throughout their 

studies as they continue to learn and achieve their individual goals.  As students begin a fresh 

start in 2017, I hope our parents and students are excited about the diverse range of learning  

opportunities available to students.   

 

I look forward to working closely with our students and their families in all areas of the curriculum to ensure that  

students are fully supported to achieve their academic goals. 
 

Scholars’ assembly 

Our first academic event for 2017 is the Scholars’ Assembly.  This event will be held on Wednesday 15 February at 

11.50am in the Sports Complex.   This event acknowledges the successful academic performance of the class of 2016 

and allows past students to provide an insight into the trials and triumphs they faced throughout their final years of 

schooling.  Our past students will also provide details of their plans for the future and their post-schooling pathways.  
 

Timetables 

All students have been issued with their timetables.  Parents are encouraged to also familiarise themselves with these 

timetables which provides details of the subjects studied and the classroom teacher for each subject.  Year 7 and 8  

students study electives on a term rotational basis.  These electives including Visual Art, Drama, Digital Technologies and 

Hospitality allow them to try each of these subjects before they choose their electives for Years 9 and 10.  Year 7 stu-

dents will also study one semester of French and one semester of Japanese, or Language, Literacy and  

Numeracy Support (LLNS) for a full year, before choosing a year-long language subject to study in Year 8.   
 

 

Subject changes 

A final reminder that all subject changes must be made by 3pm, Friday 10 February (Week 3).  This includes Year 8  

languages, Year 9 and 10 elective subjects and all Year 11 and 12 subjects.  After this date, students must remain in these 

subjects until the end of Semester One. 
 

If student or parents have any further questions or concerns in relation to specific subject areas they are encouraged to 

contact the following Curriculum Leaders: 

 

 

 

Religion Anne-Marie HAMMOND 

Languages Ms Natasha WALKER 

Mathematics & Technology Mr John GILMORE 

Science & Hospitality  

Humanities Ms Liza MARTINI 

HPE & Sport  Yana HURST-NEWTON 

Music, Instrumental & Co-curricular Music Ms Katherine MENKENS 

Visual, Dramatic & Co-curricular Arts Ms Ebony  RUSSELL 

Enrichment, International & Indigenous Ms Camilla ROBSON 

IT & Digital Learning Dr Jay BURMEISTER 

Careers & Vocational Education Ms Catherine RENTOULE 
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BOARDING 
Benita Bowles 

Director of Boarding 
 

We began the boarding year with the arrival 43 new boarding students from a variety of towns, 

islands and communities across North Queensland, Far North Queensland and the Torres 

Strait. The girls participated in an orientation weekend, accompanied by a significant adult in 

their lives, and together they experienced the beginnings of boarding life.  

 

Sleeping in beautifully renovated dormitories and bedrooms, eating delicious and nutritious food 

in our stunning Café By The Sea, and exploring the highlights of Townsville, were just some of 

the opportunities our new boarders experienced with their parent over this time. Many wonderful memories and  

photos to look back on were created and will be cherished.   

 
 

Coming into a boarding environment for the first time can be daunting and we have worked hard to ensure each  

boarder has settled into their own space, feels secure and cared for and is supported daily to move seamlessly between 

their boarding home and school. As the school term begins, the excitement continues with fun and engaging weekend 

activities; swimming in the cool waters of Crystal Creek, shopping at Stockland, ice-skating and endless fun at the Strand 

Water Park.  

 

We consistently reinforce the importance of learning and the habits of study and revision of learning during after-school 

study periods. As we begin Week 3, regular study sessions and support for out-of-school learning begins. All in all, our 

boarders are happy, excited to start their new adventure and love their new teachers, boarding and school  

environment. 

 

ENGLISH 
Natasha Walker 

Head of Faculty - English 

 

This year we are introducing the St Patrick’s College Senior Book Club which is  open to Year 11 

and 12 students, staff and parents.  If you are passionate about reading or would like to find some 

motivation to read more, we would love to welcome you.   

 

Reading is not only a great escape, it also improves vocabulary, grammar and spelling. It is a  

wonderful way to study, to improve writing and gives you some time to switch off . I hope that                     

        the Book Club will contribute toward building a life-time love of reading. 

 

The Book Club will be start on Monday 6 February (Week 3) in Room A04 at lunchtime and 

will meet fortnightly. 
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                      SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY 
                      Chris Pacey 

                                     Head of Faculty - Science & Technology 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Our Year 10s are discovering the secrets to chemical reactions as part of their unit on Chemistry. Senior students 

will be conducting research and  some will be gathering experimental data for their major pieces of assessment this 

term in Biology, Chemistry, Marine Science and Physics. Students are encouraged to start work early and take  

advantage of the lunchtime tutoring and open lab sessions available to them.  

 

Not only are our labs teaming with experiments this term, but our students are also engaging in hands-on learning 

outside of a normal classroom. Our Year 11 Marine Science students have already had a visit from Australian  

Institute of Marine Science (AIMS) staff and our Year 12 Marine Science class have visited James Cook University 

Marine and Aquaculture Research Facilities (MARF) to prepare them for their research into the growth of Red Claw 

Crayfish. 

 

 
 

 

 
 

2017 is off to an exciting start in Science. Our Year 7s have turned their nerves into  

excitement as they look at chemistry and becoming familiar with laboratory equipment and 

procedures – making elephant’s toothpaste was a great way to start the year! Our Year 8s 

are learning all about cells and the human body in their Biology units, while the 9s are also 

looking at a Biology unit, this time exploring Ecosystems and Body Systems.  

Above  | Year 7 science students with their  

chemistry experiment. 
Above  | Dr Heidi Luter from the Australian Institute 

of Marine Science with Year 11 Marine Science  

students. 
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VOCAL & INSTRUMENTAL MUSIC 
Katherine Menkens 

Head of Department - Music 

 

Welcome to a new year of music at the College. This year promises an array of lessons,  

ensemble, performance and workshop opportunities for our students. We introduce four 

new members of staff to our Music Department this year – Ms Odette Baxter (Classroom 

Music teacher; Piano lessons), Ms Alyssa Kelly (Classroom Music and Drama teacher; Whole 

School Choir; Voice lessons), Ms Jenny Hall (Flute lessons), and Ms Lotta Lindgren (String  

Orchestra; String lessons; College Choir). 

 

College Choir 
Our new College Choir director, Ms Lotta Lindgren, is an accomplished instrumentalist, church and choral musician, 

having studied and worked throughout Sweden, Germany, the UK and Australia. We are very fortunate to host 

someone of Ms Lindgren’s experience and musicianship here at St Patrick’s College, and we look forward to seeing 

the College Choir continue to flourish under her guidance and expertise. All students of the College are welcome to 

become members of the College Choir ensemble. If your daughter wishes to be involved in the choral program, Ms 

Lindgren’s rehearsal will be held on Wednesday mornings at 7.30AM in the Music Centre. We hope to see you 

there! 

 

Strings Program 
Ms Lindgren will also be teaching the Strings Program here at the College. Instruments in the String family include, 

the violin, viola, violoncello (‘cello), and double bass. Strings lessons will be held on Tuesdays, commencing with 

String Orchestra at 7.30AM. 

 

Vocal and Instrumental Music Program 
Enrolments for participation in lessons and ensembles for Term 1 close today, Friday 3 February. For enquiries  

regarding enrolments in the Vocal and Instrumental Music Program in Term 2, please email  

music@stpatscollege.qld.edu.au 

Enrolment forms can be collected from Student Reception, the Music Office, or by emailing  

music@stpatscollege.qld.edu.au 

 

College Music Ensemble Timetable  - Term 1, 2017 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY 

  

7.30AM – 8.30AM 

  

  

  

  

  

String  

Orchestra 

D05 

  

College Choir 

D05 

Guitar  

Ensemble 

D05 

  

Concert Band 

D05 

Taiko Drum 

Ensemble 

D04 

  

PERIODS 3 & 4 

  

  

        P3 – Whole 

School Choir 

D02 

 

LUNCHTIME 

12.45PM – 1.15PM 

  

      Percussion 

Ensemble 

D05 

  

  

3.30PM – 4.30PM 

  

  

        Liturgy Choir 

D05 

mailto:music@stpatscollege.qld.edu.au
mailto:music@stpatscollege.qld.edu.au
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VISUAL, DRAMATIC & CO-CURRICULAR ARTS 
Ebony Russell 

Head of Faculty - Visual, Dramatic & Co-Curricular Arts 
 

 

Our Co-Curricular calendar is outlined below for TERM 1 providing many opportunities for stu-

dents to be involved in visual arts, photography, dance, drama and community service.  

 

 

ACTIVITY WHERE TIMES NUMBER  

of students 

DESCRIPTION OF ACTIVITY 

  

COST 

Art Encounters  

Workshop 

Sculpture Club 

Sculpture 

Studio B04 

Tuesday 

Lunchtimes 

10 Sculpture Club is a free multi-disciplinary workshop 

that takes place every Tuesday lunch time (Term 1, 

Weeks 3 to 9) in our sculpture studio. We welcome 

students from year 7-12 to learn various sculpture-

making processes, discover new materials, create, 

socialise and learn about materials and techniques.  

 During Term 1 we will focus on Ceramics. Using 

the pottery wheel and hand building techniques.  

No 

Cost  

Extension Art -  

Portraiture Life  

Drawing 

Art Studio 

B02  

Fridays 

after school 

3:30-4:30  

10 Extension Art is a extracurricular class for students 

interested in fine art. Students will be given the op-

portunity to extend their studio practice. In Term 

One, they will develop their knowledge and under-

standing of portraiture and life drawing using char-

coal, ink and pastels. Open to the college communi-

ty. Bring a family member or friend. Week 3-7 

$25 

per 

term  

Extension Art -  

Still Life Painting 

TERM 2 Fridays 

3:30-4:30  

 In Term 2 students will enhance their oil painting 

skills and explore the use of colour, glazes and  

impasto techniques. Art work will be displayed. 

$25 

per 

term  

Capture@stpats  

Photography Club 

Online.  

Some  

meetings in 

B04 

Weekly and  

Fortnightly  

N//A Capture@stpats is an online photography group, 

where students will be given photography challenges.  

Their images will be printed and laminated and  

displayed in the Café by the Sea. Occasional work-

shops will be offered to develop the girls' skills  

No 

Cost  

Drama Club 

 

Drama  

Theatre 

D02  

Mondays 

after school 

3:30-4:30  

N//A Drama Club is an excellent opportunity for all  

students of various ability and experience to learn 

about dramatic performance in a fun and exciting 

environment. This will do wonders for your self  

confidence, and provide a platform for self- expres-

sion and creativity. Each term provides a different 

focus ranging from acting skills for the stage to film 

making. 

No 

Cost  

Dance Troupe 

 

Drama  

Theatre 

D02  

Fridays 

after school 

3.30pm-

4.30pm 

N//A The Dance Troupe is a wonderful opportunity for 

students to represent the school through the art of 

dance. Open to all ability levels, students will learn 

choreography and rehearse dances which are  

performed at school events and local competitions. 

A variety of dance styles are taught, from jazz and 

hip-hop to contemporary and ballet.  

No 

Cost  

Mercy Girls in  

Action 

 

D04 Wed 

lunchtimes 

N/A Open to all girls who are interested in giving back to 

the community through community service projects. 

No 

Cost  
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CAREERS & VOCATIONAL EDUCATION 
Catherine Rentoule 

Head of Faculty - Careers & Vocational Education 
 

For students in Year 11 - School Based Apprenticeships and Traineeships 

 

School Based Apprenticeships and School Based Traineeships allow students to train and do paid work in their  

chosen area while still studying for their QCE.  Students should be capable of the additional work load and should be 

motivated.   
 

 

Students sign a training agreement which commits you and your employer to the apprenticeship or traineeship. 

 

Benefits for the student are: 

 
 Contributes points towards Queensland Certificate of Education 

 

 A head start in the job market 

 

 Completion or progress toward the completion of a vocational qualification e.g. Certificate II in Retailing 

 

 Paid employment for the time spent at work 

 

 Training with a Registered Training Organization 

 

 An easier move from school to work 

 

 Gaining first-hand experience in the industry 

 

 Using your vocational qualification to access tertiary education e.g. Diploma courses – Certificate III may be 

equivalent to an OP 13 -17 

 

Please feel free to contact Catherine Rentoule: Head of Faculty - Careers and Vocational Education  

crentoule@stpatscollege.qld.edu.au 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

We now have a St Patrick’s College careers website.  To access, please go to the College 

website - www.stpatscollege.qld.edu.au, select the CURRICULUM tab on the menu and 

then select EXTRA CURRICULAR. Click on the careers link or go to 

http://www.stpatrickscollegetownsvillecareers.com/   This is updated weekly. 

mailto:crentoule@stpatscollege.qld.edu.au
http://www.stpatrickscollegetownsvillecareers.com/

