
Principal’s Welcome Term   2  |    Week 8  |    2015 

 

Above  Principal, Ms Paulina Skerman with 2016 graduates who returned to 

the College for the Scholars’ Assembly 

  

We have already been back at school for four weeks and the girls are settling 

in well to the daily routines. Long lazy days lounging around the house are a 

thing of the past.  It is all systems go at St Patrick’s College between learning 

and participating in a myriad of sporting and cultural activities on offer. And 

then of course, there is the socialising!  Frankly it’s exhausting and exhilarating 

at the same time.  If our girls are to take advantage of everything on offer, 

they need to be strong and healthy, this means they need to eat nutritious 

food, exercise every day and they must sleep.   

TERM 1   WEEK 4   2017 

 

Upcoming 
Events 

 
 
 

 

Senior Studies Evening 

Monday 20 February  
 

 

Youth Mass 

Sunday 26 February 5pm 

Hosted by Princes House 
 

 

 

P&F AGM 

Tuesday 7 March 5.30pm 

 

Women’s Career  

Network Breakfast 

Friday 17 March 

 

St Patrick’s Day Mass 

Friday 17 March 9am 

 

College Open Day 

Friday 17 March 

4.30pm-6.30pm 

 

Raising Confident  

Daughters Seminar 

“Miss Selfie” 

Friday 17 March 

6.00pm-6.30pm 
 

Fr Mick Peters’ 

Retirement Dinner 

Friday 24 March 

AN EDUCATION DESIGNED FOR GIRLS 

 

 

Uniform Shop 
 

Mondays  

8.00am - 10.45am 
 

Wednesdays  

2.00pm - 4.45pm 

I am the first person to see the great benefits brought about by technology, however a sinister 

side effect is what scientists are now calling a dangerous sleep deprivation epidemic. Research on 

how technology disrupts sleep patterns shows a strong and consistent association between  

bedtime media-device use and inadequate sleep quantity.  From the reading I have done on this 

topic, it is important that teens avoid using devices in the hour before going to bed particularly 

as the ‘blue light’ created by the computer and other screens causes sleep-phase delay. It is  

recommended that teenagers sleep for about 8.5 hours each night. I would encourage parents to 

remove technology from the bedroom, perhaps allocate a place where everyone in the family 

places their phones each evening. Ensure there is at least an hour of physical activity each  

afternoon, even if it’s a gentle stroll and most importantly, encourage her to read a book before 

she puts the lights out.  
 

This week we had a lovely chance to celebrate with our 2016 graduates who were invited back 

to attend our annual Scholars’ Assembly. I was very proud of these young women; they dressed 

impeccably, they spoke with confidence and they imparted wisdom way beyond their years.  

They are about to step into the next exciting phase including studies in aviation, chemical  

engineering, medicine and nursing.  We wish them all the very best.  
 

Congratulations must go to our girls for showing wonderful spirit and sportsmanship at the 

Swimming Carnival this week.  The House Spirit Award was awarded to Dominations and the 

House Swimming Points trophy to Thrones. Thank you to Mrs Hurst-Newton for organising this 

carnival.  Our Swimming Age Champions for this year are: U12: Clara Deer; 13: Zara Dalton; 14: 

Claudia Krause; 15: Jacquelyn Orlandi; 16: Maia McCarthy and Open; True Oldaker. 
 

We also congratulate our girls who have auditioned and been selected to perform at the  

Combined School Musical, The Pirates of Penzance Jnr. Once again, Teal Warner will play a lead 

role along with Arianna Brancaleoni.  Kayla Gunn, Rhiley Vines, Ally Espig, Harper Weekers, 

Tiana Lazzaroni, Anika Merhoye, Alyson Julien, Brianna Dolinsky, Larni Wallace, Ella Cobon and 

Julia Macario-Slatter have also been selected as cast members.   
 

Finally, we are so pleased to hear that Pope Francis has appointed Rev Tim Harris from Surfers 

Paradise Parish to be the Sixth Bishop of Townsville.  We pray for our new Bishop-Elect and 

look forward to welcoming him to Townsville in a few months.    

Blessings, Paulina 
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DEPUTY PRINCIPAL 
   

Amber Hauff   

 

Year Level Camps/Retreats - 19 – 21 April,  2017 (ALL Year Levels) 
 

The College is very excited about having our Outdoor Education Camps and Retreats program 

running in the first week of Term 2 for all year levels. We see our outdoor education program 

and experience as an important extension of the holistic education that our young women need 

to help them prepare for life beyond our College gates.  

 

Please note: You may have plenty of questions about your daughter’s camp. Can I please let you know that activities and 

equipment lists are currently being finalised by the camps and retreats team and I can assure you that detailed information 

about the venue and activities planned, costs and medical forms will be distributed Monday 6 March  to all  

students. We will also be putting all of the information and required forms for completion on our College Website on 

this same day for ease of access for parents. 

 

The value and benefits of participating in camps and retreats are many and varied and can include: 

 Development of social skills through fostering new friendships and connections to others 

 Development of independence and confidence skills 

 Development of decision-making and problem solving skills 

 Increased environmental awareness 

 Development of new skills sets  

 

Preparation is the key to students feeling less anxious about going on camp. The College acknowledges that some  

students may be feeling a little worried about going on camp. We are committed to ensuring there are opportunities for 

students to hear from Camp Coordinators about their camp, ask questions and discuss the venue and activities planned 

through Personal Development lessons. Some other tips specifically for parents to help their daughter feel positive about 

the experience can be found at: https://www.melbournechildpsychology.com.au/blog/feeling-positive-school-camp/  

 

I would also like to reiterate that we are ever mindful of costs to families and is committed to keeping the cost of our 

camps and retreats as minimal as possible, whilst still providing a rich experience for the students.  

 

Please note Mr Cameran Triffett, Dean of Students is organising and managing the overall Outdoor Education Camps/

Retreats program from this year. 

 

 

 

 

 

2017 CAMP VENUES AND COORDINATORS 

 

Outdoor Education (Camps/Retreats) 

 overall management and organisation 

Mr Cameran Triffett 

Dean of Students 

Year 7 Camp: 

Paluma Education Queensland Centre 

Ms Athena Costopoulos 

Head of Princes House 

Year 8 Camp: 

Wambiana Cattle Farm 

Ms Kirsten Anderson 

Head of Powers House 

Year 9 Camp: 

Echo Creek 

Mr Cameran Triffett 

Dean of Students 

Year 10 Camp: 

Echo Creek 

Ms Megan Christie 

Head of Doms House 

Year 11 Retreat: 

Magnetic Island 

Ms Maria Franettovich 

Head of Thrones House 

Year 12 Retreat: 

St Patrick’s College & The Strand 

Ms Amy Byrnes 

Director of Studies 

https://www.melbournechildpsychology.com.au/blog/feeling-positive-school-camp/
https://palumaeec.eq.edu.au/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.echocreek.com.au/
http://www.echocreek.com.au/
http://www.apexcamps.com.au/magnetic-island/
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FAITH & IDENTITY 
Anne-Marie Hammond 

Director of Faith & Identity 

 

The Sermon on the Mount was the Gospel reading at mass the week before last.  A beautiful  

reading where Jesus gives us a moral guide.  I love this re-invention of ‘The Beatitudes’ as it is a 

lovely reminder on how to live one’s life. 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Mercy Girls in Action 

 
It has been a busy week with our Mercy Girls in Action having their first meeting and our Houses deciding on which 

Social Justice / Charity projects they will support.  From this year each House will have a specific project that they will 

adopt. This  project will continue from year to year so that there will be the ability to form an on-going and  

meaningful relationship between the girls and the project. 

 

 
 
 

Youth Mass - Hosted by Princes House 

Our first Youth Mass for this year will be on Sunday 26 February at St Joseph’s Church at 5.00pm.  This first mass will 

be hosted by Princes house.  We encourage as many students as possible to attend. 
 

 

 

 

 

HOUSE FOCUS ORGANISATIONS 

Dominations Multicultural / Refugee Townsville Intercultural Centre 

Powers Relief Efforts / Humanitarian Aid Red Cross 

Princes Health / Aged Care Mercy Ministries (Mater Hospital, Villa 

McAuley, Loreto) 

Thrones Domestic Violence / Homelessness The Althea Project, NQDVRS 

 

The Be-attitudes  (Fr Joseph Follliet) 
 

Blessed are those who can laugh at themselves; 

They will always have entertainment. 
Blessed are those who can distinguish between a mountain and mole-hill 

They will save themselves a lot of trouble. 
Blessed are those who are intelligent enough not to take themselves too seriously; 

They will be appreciated. 
Blessed are you if you can look seriously at small things and peacefully at serious things; 

You will go far in life. 
Blessed are you if you can admire a smile and forget a scowl; 

Your path will be sunlit. 
Blessed are you if you can always interpret the attitudes of others with good will,  

even when appearances are to the contrary; 

You may seem naïve, but that is the price of charity. 
Blessed are those who think before acting and who laugh before thinking; 

They will avoid foolish mistakes. 
Blessed are you if you know how to be silent and smile, even when you are interrupted  

or contradicted; 

The gospel is beginning to take root in your heart. 
Blessed are you especially if you know how to recognise the Lord in all those you meet; 

You have found the true light, true wisdom. 
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ACADEMIC NEWS 

Amy Byrnes 

Director of Studies 

 

Semester One Assessment Calendars 
As we come to the end of Week 4, students should be utilising their diaries to  manage their 

studies.  All Year levels received their Semester One Assessment Calendars via email this week 

and have been asked to write all due dates in their College diaries.  It is important that students 

manage their time to ensure they meet all deadlines for assessment tasks.  Assessment calendars 

can also be accessed from http://www.stpatscollege.qld.edu.au/academic-life/assessment-exams/.  

Parents and carers are also encouraged to access these calendars and ensure they are in an accessible location so that 

they can assist students to manage their studies.  Parents, carers and students are reminded to read the final page of the 

assessment calendars to ensure that students understand and are following the College Assessment Policy.   
 

Students in Years 9-12 will be involved in the Term 1 Exam Block in Week 9.  As per the College Assessment Policy, 

students must be present for these exams. The exam  timetable will be distributed coming weeks.   

 

Senior Studies Information Evening 
Letters relating to the Senior Studies Information Evening have been distributed to all Year 10, 11 and 12 students.   

Parents, carers and students from these year levels are all encouraged to attend this evening on Monday, 20 February at 

5.30pm in the Drama Theatre to receive information relating to their daughters’ senior studies, including the  

Queensland Core Skills (QCS) test and Queensland Certificate of Education (QCE).  Students attending must be in their 

academic uniform and it is expected that all Year 12 students will attend. 
 

Year 12 Academic Mentoring Meetings 
Year 12 students have been involved in academic mentoring meetings over the past few weeks.  Such meetings track 

students and monitors their progress in relation to their Overall Position (OP) estimates and Queensland Certificate of 

Education (QCE).  This tracking is based on students’ Year 11 academic results.  Academic mentors including Ms Paulina 

Skerman, Mrs Amber Hauff, Mrs Annie Van Homrigh, Mrs Catherine Rentoule and myself will continue to work with 

Year 12 students throughout 2017 to monitor their progress and to work towards their individual academic goals.   
 

Monitoring Meetings 
A number of teachers have attended Year 11 Monitoring Meetings throughout Week 4.  The role of these meetings is to 

support school judgments and decisions about levels of achievement and to ensure that schools are correctly covering 

the mandatory aspects of the syllabus.  Such meetings also assist staff in their professional learning within their subjects.   
 

The following staff are members of Queensland Curriculum and Assessment Authority subject panels: 
 

 Mrs Kelli Chapman – Modern History 

 Ms Yana Hurst – Physical Education 

 Mr Jay Burmeister & Mrs Annie Van Homrigh – Physics  

 Ms Amy Byrnes – Legal Studies 

 Mr John Gilmore & Ms Camilla Robson – Mathematics A 

 Ms Donna Ahlers and Ms Alyssa Kelly – Drama 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Continued... 

http://www.stpatscollege.qld.edu.au/academic-life/assessment-exams/
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Scholars’ Assembly 
The College hosted the annual Scholars’ Assembly on Wednesday, 15 February.  This assembly celebrated the academic 

success of students who graduated from St Patrick’s College in 2016.  The five students included Meg Alloway, Irish  

Araneta, Tiarna Cocco, Dellis Irwin and Shiebelle Tumun.  The students reflected on their senior schooling years and 

discussed their future pathways including Aviation, Chemical Engineering, Medicine and Nursing.  The 2016 scholars  

inspired students to set goals and to make the most of their schooling opportunities.  We thank the students from the 

2016 cohort for sharing their experiences and wish them the best of luck in their future endeavours. 

 

 

NAPLAN  Testing Years 7 and 9  (Practice sessions Week 5) 
Official NAPLAN testing for Years 7 and 9 will occur between May 9 and May 12 inclusive (Term 2, Week 4).  To  

familiarise students with these test types, the following NAPLAN practices have been scheduled on the College calendar: 

  

 Literacy practice tests  – Wednesday, 22 February (Term 1, Week 5) 

 Numeracy practice tests – Wednesday, 29 March (Term 1, Week 10) 

 

The first practice session will be held in Periods 1, 2 and 3 during normal timetabled lessons on Wednesday February 

22.  Students will complete the Reading Test before morning tea and the Writing Test during Period 3 on this day.   

 

To help your daughter prepare for the practice sessions, please ensure that she is organised with the following materials 

that all participating Year 7 and 9 students will require to complete the NAPLAN tests: 

 2B or HB pencils 

 Blue or black pens (for Writing test only) 

 An eraser 

 A sharpener 

 College approved calculator 

 

If you would like to enquire about special provisions or exemption from NAPLAN for your daughter, please contact  

Camilla Robson - Head of Learning Support and Enrichment (crobson@stpatscollege.qld.edu.au).  Please do not hesitate 

to contact our Dean of Curriculum, Annie Van Homrigh, if you have any questions regarding NAPLAN. Annie can be 

contacted via email avanhomrigh@stpatscollege.qld.du.au  

 

 

mailto:crobson@stpatscollege.qld.edu.au
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BOARD CHAIR’S UPDATE 
Professor Sue McGinty 

Chair of Board of Governance 

 
Welcome to 2017 and all that it will bring to the St Patrick's community. The year is off to an  

excellent start and the Board's agenda for this year will be to work with the Principal in growing  

St Patrick's and having it recognised as the leading educator of young women.  

 
 

 

It is worth reiterating that the Board's role is one of governance and the Principal's role is one of management. The 

Board meets twice a term and its role is five-fold in ensuring: 

1. the authenticity of the Catholic Mission of the College; 

2. effective governance in Finance, Facilities and Risk Management; 

3. compliance with legislation and regulators; 

4. college success through monitoring its performance; 

5. the College operates within the values and charism of the Mercy Tradition. 

 

On Friday 10 February the Board and the College Leadership Team spent a day discussing the future of the College, the 

current demand and how we cater for growth.  It was exciting to see our commitment to the Mercy values enshrined 

in our Constitution and Strategic Plan and to work through what they mean in our current context and the growth of 

the College. The day was facilitated by a Consultant, Christine Flynn, from Brisbane, whose expertise is in Governance, 

Board performance, relationship behavioural development and organisational cultural insight.  
 

While we yet do not have a determination on the appeal against the heritage listing of the old convent next to the  

College, we are optimistic about the possibilities for the development of the college as a whole. I will be communicating 

our important decisions to you throughout the year after each Board meeting.  

 

  

 

 

 

ST PATRICK’S COLLEGE PARENTS & FRIENDS ASSOCIATION  
 

The Committee of 

St Patricks’ College Parents and Friends Association 

Cordially invite you to attend the 

Annual General Meeting 
To be held at 

St Patricks’ College School Library - Tuesday March 2017 5:30pm 

 

St Patricks’ College P&F is calling for your attendance at the Annual General Meeting and nominations for vacant  

committee positions on the 2017/2018 Committee. (Nominations will also be taken from the floor). Your attendance 

at this meeting is vital to ensure a quorum is reached and the meeting can take place.  
 

The agenda includes a report on all areas of activity undertaken by the P&F throughout the year. Some current  

committee members will be resigning, calling upon those parent members who would like to make a significant,  

sustained contribution to the school community. On behalf of the P&F committee, I invite you to nominate yourself, to 

join us in becoming a new committee member. A nomination form is included in this newsletter. 
 

The school community could benefit greatly from your knowledge, insights and connections within the community. 

You don’t have to know a lot about the school community – but what a great way to learn!  
 

If you are unable to attend the AGM, you may wish to submit a proxy to vote on your behalf. Please complete the 

proxy form (included in this newsletter) and return to the school office no later than Friday 3rd March 2017.  

 
Sue Chapman 

President St Patricks’ College P&F  On behalf of St Patricks’ College P&F Committee 
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MATHS 
John Gilmore 

Head of Faculty - Mathematics 
 

Students from Year 7 to 10 have completed their Progressive Achievement Testing (PAT).  The 

results will be used to inform teachers of students’ areas of strength and weakness and  

allow for further differentiation of classroom activities to meet the needs of students. 
 

 

Many students experience anxiety toward their Mathematical studies.  It is important that they 

recognise that being “good at Maths” is not something that people are born with, it requires 

practice and persistence.  Some effective strategies to improve  performance include: 
 

 Practise every day 

 Study using the learning style that works best for the individual 

 Do not rely solely on memory – understanding is important for mathematical success 

 Use effective study techniques 

 Ask for help 
 

Maths Tutoring 
Maths tutoring is conducted during Monday and Wednesday lunch hours.  Students having difficulty in class are encour-

aged to attend these sessions or arrange a time to meet their classroom teacher to work through the area of difficulty.   
Mondays  12.55pm-1.25pm  Maths C   VHO  Room A11  (By appointment) 

Mondays  12.55pm-1.25pm  Junior Maths / Maths B   POL   Room A05 

Wednesdays  12.55pm-1.25pm  Junior Maths / Maths A  GIL  Room A14 

Wednesdays  12.55pm-1.25pm  Junior Maths / Maths B  POL  Room A05 
 

 

HUMANITIES 
Liza Martini 

Head of Faculty - Humanities 
 

There is much to be excited about in our world.   Susan Kiefel AC, is now the Chief Justice of 

the High Court of Australia, the highest court in the Australian court hierarchy.  She is the first 

woman to have been appointed to that position and a great role model to our girls and not just 

those studying Legal Studies! 

Year 7 and 8 students have commenced the year with gusto, starting Humanities with an  

introduction to History and the role of historians.  Students in Year 7 History have been making 

‘history real’ by studying artefacts from the past and undertaking historical inquiry. 

Students in Year 11 BCT have now registered for the Australian Schools Sharemarket Game, which commences in 

March.  The game is a share market simulator – mimicking the ASX and each syndicate is given a fictitious $50,000 to 

invest.  Students are currently researching various companies in preparation for the start of the game.   
 

Three members of the Humanities Faculty recently attended the “Engaging with Local History Workshop” at JCU, held 

by the Queensland History Teachers Association.  It was a fabulous opportunity to network with other teachers and to 

share ideas of how to integrate local history into the curriculum. 

 

 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Above | Lucy, Juliette and Amali recently channelled their 

inner archaeologists as they dug up treasures as  part of 

their “Investigating the Ancient Past” unit.  

 
Above | Ruby and Georgia studying ‘real history’ by looking 

at artefacts and undertaking historical enquiry. 
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VOCAL & INSTRUMENTAL MUSIC 
Katherine Menkens 

Head of Department - Music 

Music Centre Rehearsal Spaces – now open for student practice 
 

Have you practised this week? 
 

It’s a question music students often hear from their teachers and parents around the day of their music lesson. 

When students are busy with homework and other afterschool activities, sometimes it’s our music practice that is 

left until the very end of day. By this point, we are usually tired and ready for some relaxation time, saying we’ll leave 

it until tomorrow. However, we know well that dedication to our home practice is paramount to achieving success 

in our music studies. 

 
How much should I practise? 
The question of “how much?” or “how long?” is secondary to “how often?”. It is the regularity and consistency 

through which we practice that we will see results. Begin by making time to play your instrument for just 10 minutes 

per day. Try it and hear the results for yourself – the regular time spent with your instrument will be much more 

efficient than the classic one-hour practice session the night before your lesson. Once you have formed this habit of 

regular playing, you’ll see your practice sessions increase in length, and before you know it, the time will fly! You 

could easily be playing for 20 minutes – 30 minutes per day without knowing where the time has gone. The famous 

Violin pedagogue Dr Suzuki is quoted for saying, “You don’t have to practice every day – just the days that you eat!”. 

His point is that music practice should naturally fall into the regular routine of each day, just like eating, or brushing 

our teeth. 

 

How am I going to find time to practise every day? 
Students are encouraged to plan for daily music practice. We are usually fresher in the mornings; however, schedule 

in practice times that suit you and your family. I recently heard of a flute teacher in Brisbane who encourages her 

students to place their assembled instrument on a safe bench or table; for example, on a hall table or chest of  

drawers in the student’s bedroom. As the instrument is always assembled and ready to be played, it is more inviting 

for the student to pick up their instrument and play a few notes, then continue on with the day. 

 

Can I practise at school? 
To support our music students in the routine of daily practice, the rehearsal spaces in the Music Centre are now 

available before school, at morning tea, lunchtime, and after school. Available times will vary, depending on ensemble 

rehearsals and lessons. To book a time slot, students can write their name on the weekly schedule in the Music  

Centre. 

 

If students have further questions about how to improve their home practice sessions, please speak with your Vocal 

or Instrumental Music teacher directly for advice. We look forward to seeing our music students flourish and gaining 

enjoyment through musical enrichment both in their home practice and performance. 

 

 

Recent Events  A special thank you to Ms Emi Miyoshi and the Taiko Drum Ensemble for their performance at the 

Scholars’ Assembly on Wednesday 15 February. 

Upcoming Events 

College Choir Performance 

International Women’s Day Event for Zonta 

Thursday 9 March 2017 

North Qld Club – 146 Denham Street, Townsville City   Performance Time:  TBA 
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SPORT  
Yana Hurst-Newton 

Head of Faculty - Sport & HPE 
 
Interhouse Swimming Carnival 
Monday 13 February was our annual College Interhouse Swimming Carnival. This is a day 

where all students take a break from usual lessons, to participate with their friends in  

swimming races and activities at Long Tan pool. Every year students from each House  

compete for the Swimming points trophy, and also gain points towards the House Spirit 

Award. Students also competed for Swimming Age Champion and gain selection in the Interschool Swimming team. 

This year we experienced a competitive atmosphere with our large numbers in Year 7 and 8. Their fresh, new  

energy will help motivate us all to achieve great success in the pool. 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Above | Principal, Ms Paulina Skerman presents 

Thrones House Captains Erin Moore and Piper  

Driscoll with the Winning House Trophy at the 

Interhouse Swimming Carnival. 

Townsville and North Queensland School Sport 
Each Term students have the opportunity to participate in many  

representative trials for Townsville and NQ teams. As these trials 

take place during the school day, students trialling are  

required to organise their own transport. For a list of upcoming 

sports trials, please see the College Website. Students are  

required to listen to the morning notices to learn when  

permission notes are available for collection. All forms are  

released and returned through the College. For further questions 

or inquiries, please email our Head of Faculty –Sport & HPE. 

 

Block Sport 
Term 1 Block Sport will start this week. A list of teams  

nominated in the interschool competition can be found on the 

Sports Noticeboard. All details regarding procedures for  

students and parents is outlined on the Block Sport permission 

note. Draws for competitions will be placed on the Sports  

Noticeboard and College Website. Here you will also find a list of 

Block Sports available for the year. Please note, draws are subject 

to change. 

 
Above |  Dominations House won the House Spirit award at 

the Interhouse Swimming Carnival. 

Although the participation was high from all  students, there can 

only be one winner in each age group and house.  

Congratulations to the following students on their Age Champion 

achievements: 
 

 U12 – Clara Deer 

 13 – Zara Dalton  

 14 – Claudia Krause 

 15 – Jacquelyn Orlandi 

 16 – Maia McCarthy  

 Open – True Oldaker 
 
 

Our Swimming House trophies go to: 

House Spirit Award: Dominations 

House Swimming Points trophy: Thrones 
 

 

Well done to all our students on a fantastic 2017 Swimming  

Carnival. 
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Careers Website  
We now have a St Patrick’s College careers website.  To access, please go to the College website - 

www.stpatscollege.qld.edu.au, select the CURRICULUM tab on the menu and then select EXTRA CURRICULAR. Click 

on the careers link or go tohttp://www.stpatrickscollegetownsvillecareers.com/   This is updated weekly. 

 

COLLEGE NEWS 
 

Inter-school Debating 
 

Congratulations to the impressive number of students who have nominated to join our inter-school debating team 

this year.  St Patrick's College has one senior team (Year 11/12) and two junior teams (Year 9/10).  There is also a 

lot of interest from Year 7 and 8 students, with these teams to be finalised soon.  

 

The first debate will be for senior students on Wednesday, March 15 at The Cathedral School.  Times and topics are 

yet to be released, but debate are held from either 6-7 pm or 7-8 pm.  New debating students from all Years (7-12) 

are encouraged to attend to see a debate in action and to support our team. Dates and venues for other levels are 

still being finalised and details will be provided as soon as possible. 

 
GRIP Student Leadership Conference  

- by College Captains 

Riley Milton and  Peri Nawrocki 
 

Parents & Teachers Defence Careers Night 
Date: Monday 27 February, 2017 

Time: 6:30pm – 8:30pm 

Where: Mercure Townsville – 166 Woolcock Street, Hermit Park QLD 4812 

RSVP: Registrations are essential. Email cpttownsville@dfr.com.au to secure your seat.   

 

Last Wednesday, the Prefect Team was given the 

opportunity to attend the GRIP Student  

Leadership Conference. The main theme of the 

conference was ‘Responsibility’. The sessions 

within the conference included overcoming  

challenges of leadership, turning ideas into  

action, and seeking the support of your peers.  

The sessions were very interesting, making us 

think outside of the box and allowing us to  

generate some ideas and initiatives to apply to 

school life. The conference was not all business. 

In between sessions, we participated in the 

‘Loud Noises’ segment. This gave us the chance 

to have some fun and get involved in the  

conference. The Prefect Team learnt a lot, and 

will definitely be able to put what we learnt to 

action. - Riley Milton 

Above | 2017 College Captains and Prefects at the GRIP Student Leadership 

Conference 

The conference was amazing, with such high energy people, it really felt like a place where you can learn and have fun. 

With all the different workshops I feel like I've gained some confidence in myself and in my ideas and I am beyond  

excited to be able to put these newfound skills into action  -Peri Nawrocki 

http://www.stpatrickscollegetownsvillecareers.com/
mailto:cpttownsville@dfr.com.au
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COLLEGE NEWS 
 
Congratulations to our students 
 

Anna Chapman (Year 11) has been awarded the Gold Medal for attaining the highest marks achieved in the Speaking 

and Communicating Year 5 Examination in Queensland.   Anna has also received the Australian College  “Annabel 

Jessie Garriock Award of Excellence” for the most promising student in 2016.  Anna will travel to Brisbane in March 

to receive her award.   

 

Georgia Espig (Year 11) and Tahlia Whittaker (Year 11) have been chosen to be representatives of the 101  

Squadron AAFC at the Avalon Air Show.  As a representative, the students will be able to expand their current Air 

Force Cadet training, as well as allow them to further their knowledge of aviation and leadership.   

   
Women’s Career Network Breakfast - Save the Date 
 

Our next Women’s Career Network Breakfast will take place on Friday 17 March from 7am-8am. Former student 

and Principal of Organic Legal, Ms Tia Cox, will be our guest speaker. 

 

The Women’s Career Network is a program that seeks to connect our current senior students with past students 

who work in all industries and fields who are interested in acting as mentors. If you are a past student, a current/past 

parent/grandparent/aunty or friend of the College and wish to be involved, please email us at  

alumni@stpatscollege.qld.edu.au. Invitations to the breakfast will be 

sent to all interested mentors. 

 
Raising Confident Daughters Parent Seminar -  

“Miss Selfie” 

 
Women’s Career Network 
If you are a past student, parent/grandparent or friend of  

the College and wish to be involved as a mentor,  

we would love to hear from you. 
 

Contact us at 

alumni@stpatscollege.qld.edu.au 
 

Or download a form  

 www.stpatscollege.qld.edu.au/alumni 

We will running our very successful “Miss Selfie” seminar at our 

Open Day on Friday 17 March, from 6pm-6.30pm. Delivered by our 

College Counsellor, Courtney Rogers, “Miss Selfie” was one of four 

seminars delivered last year in our “Raising Confident Daughters” 

seminar series. 
 

Following on from Courtney’s participation in a live FB forum last 

week, she will deliver the “Miss Selfie” seminar for parents/carers 

interested in learning more about the online social media world and 

cybersafety for teens. 
 

To RSVP, please email rsvp@stpatscollege.qld.edu.au or call 

47530300.   
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World Challenge Reflections - Cambodia/Laos 
By Maya Johnson, Pelista Pilot, Jessie Blitner  

“The experience taught us not to take our education for granted.” 

 

World Challenge was no luxurious holiday, it was 21 days of challenge, excitement, laughter, uncertainty and  

adventure. It gave us the opportunity to gain confidence, independence and skills to deal with life beyond the borders 

of school. 
 

We were introduced to different cultures and religions, for example Buddhism and met many new people from all 

areas of South-East Asia.  The four day trek was challenging both physically and mentally.  Sleeping in hammocks is 

definitely not our thing!  But with the support that we had around us, we saw it through.   
 

At the end of the trek we stayed in a village homestay.  The whole village gathered to participate in a Buddhist  

blessing ceremony for us and then we shared a meal.  Everyone was so welcoming, they made us feel at home and 

went out of their way to communicate with us even though their English was limited.  Some gave up their own 

rooms and beds for us to sleep in. 
 

We spent four days helping in a secondary school.  Their classrooms had no electricity but with the money we and 

the other school raised we were able to pay for electricity to be connected and for them to have one fan and one 

light.  We spent time playing games with the students and also spent time in their classrooms.  It makes us realise 

that you don’t have to have all the ‘luxuries’ that we have to do well at school, you just need to be determined and 

get on with it.   
 

The experience taught us not to take our education for granted.  Learning about the deaths during the Khmer Rouge 

regime was truly devastating and confronting but to meet people who were determined that it would not happen 

again was inspiring.  They told us the best way to prevent that ever happening again was through being educated.  

Education gives them power. 
 

The trip has taught us to be grateful for the life we live and that we can live life more simply.  World Challenge  

expedition tested us mentally and physically – it has given us more resilience and determination so that we are ready 

for the outside world.  It has also given us the travel bug.  Since our return we cannot wait to head overseas again!  
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