
Residential News 

Dear Parents, Caregivers, Staff and Students, 
 
Last Friday night, the College celebrated Awards Night. This event 
provided the College community with the opportunity to celebrate 
students’ achievements for 2019. It was great to see former student, 
Kate Laffey, deliver an inspiring speech about giving one's best even in 
the face of adversity, and knowing that all students are capable of 
mixing it with the best no matter where they come from. Manu Spry-
Chisholm and Jashieka Baira, the Residential Leaders, also co-delivered 
an outstanding speech about boarding in 2019. Boarding looks in good 
shape for 2020 with Isabelle Ahern and Heath Treacy taking out the 
Residential Leadership awards. Both of these students have 
demonstrated servant leadership in the boarding and wider 
community this year. Congratulations Heath and Isabelle. 
 
This week the Year 11s will be completing assessment in Exam Block. 
The students have been busy preparing for exams and I wish them all 
the success they deserve. There is a strong correlation between effort 
and academic achievement, and there are no shortcuts to success. 
During this time, students will need to manage themselves well, 
especially in terms of balancing study, sleep, nutrition and exercise.  
 
The College boarding numbers are continuing to increase, which has 
led to the decision to expand Girls’ Boarding. At the conclusion of the 
school year, the Good Samaritan Residence will undergo refurbishment 
to include another 12 rooms. Columba Boarding is certainly an 
upwards moving place.  
 
Next weekend, Columba Boarding will be attending the Greenvale 
Horsesports. This is an event that our students look forward to each 
year. Not only do they participate in events, they also assist with 
running them. We hope to catch up with as many current and 
prospective families as possible.    
 
Regards, 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Dan Kyle 
DEPUTY PRINCIPAL - PASTORAL/RESIDENTIAL 
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Shine at Columba 

 
By all accounts our long weekend was full of action and fun, and 
enjoyed by all students and staff. The Barra Fun Park is always 
enjoyable and with the summer weather well and truly here, the 
boys took full advantage of the water sports on offer, from fishing, 
paddle boarding, banana boat rides, and of course, the water 
obstacle course. On Sunday Kingpin Bowling, laser tag and arcade 
games were another hit, with Jared Megaw and Mr Dodson 
achieving very good scores. I did wonder how the floorboards were 
going to stand up to the punishing treatment of 40 boy boarders 
hurtling these heavy balls done the alley. By that afternoon we were 
certainly looking forward to ice skating as Townsville had turned on a 
hot dry day and the relief of walking into the rink area was 
wonderful. By the end of two hours frostbite had taken hold, but it 
was still a struggle to get Zac Singh, Raul Cesconetto and Mr Dodson 
off the ice. To top the day off, pizza on the Strand was well received 
with a beautiful breeze blowing in and finished off with ice creams. 
Monday saw us head to the river for fishing, swimming and kayaking, 
and we could not have asked for a better day. The company was 
good and the water was superb.  

These events would not happen without our dedicated team of Dan 
Dodson, Ray Carstens, Pauline Muston, Sonja Cluff, Penny Reimann, 
Justin Dixon and Cec Louk who join in on the adventures, or greeted 
us back at dorms, ready to take over as we arrived back exhausted 
but happy. 

 
Boarder’s Long Weekend is always a weekend to look forward to and 
for some students it was taking the opportunity to spend time with 
family, but for most boarding girls this year, it was having a blast at 
Airlie Beach. With 13 waterslides, a large resort pool, mini golf, go 
karts and outdoor movies, there were plenty of activities from start to 
finish. A big thank you must go to Mrs Stainkey, Mrs Kingham, Mrs 
Burton and Mrs Johnston for their assistance throughout the weekend 
in keeping up with the girls. The Year 11 girls, including Brydie 
Coward, Isabelle Ahern, Neeve Gallagher, Charlize Griffiths and Sherry 
Singh, showed exemplary leadership as they helped staff throughout 
the entire weekend with everything from organising activities, 
cooking, cleaning up and just being an extra set of hands and eyes. 
The respect that the younger students displayed towards the older 
girls and the leadership initiatives that the senior girls personified 
makes 2020 a year to look forward to in regards to leadership, 
respect, engagement and plenty of organised fun for the Good 
Samaritan Residence. 
 
The next big event in boarding is the residential Christmas party which 
will be held on Sunday 10 November. Please make a note on your 
calendar if your child is a weekly boarder and returns Monday 
morning, as we would really appreciate every student being present. 
 
The Columba Awards Night last Friday was a wonderful night of 
acknowledging many academic, cultural and sporting achievements 
and it gives me great pride to see so many boarding students receiving 
a large and diverse range of awards. Well done to all students, all staff 
and parents who have supported these students in achieving these 
goals and accolades. 

We look forward to achieving great things over the next fortnight and 
working towards a wonderful finish to 2019. 
 
Michelle Burns 
RESIDENTIAL LEADER - GIRLS 

 
 

Sadly, this all came to an end and it was back into the routine of 
school and the Year 11 boys focusing on extra study with their 
exams starting this week. We still had Awards Night to look forward 
to and to see two of our students, Manu Spry-Chisholm (Year 
12)  and Connor Lyons (Year 9) receive Dux of their respective year 
levels. It certainly felt like the icing on the cake! Congratulations to 
all our other students who took out individual academic subject 
awards and cultural and sporting awards. The boarding team is 
proud of you all.  There is much behind the scenes mayhem of 
preparing the boys for nights like Awards Night. There is nothing like 
last minute haircuts, or pants that don't fit and how to fix a tie, but 
as always, we made it and they all looked handsome and tidy. 

We are now busy preparing for our annual Christmas Dinner, which 
each year seems to be bigger and better than Ben Hur as we have a 
different theme, different food and try to make it a memorable 
occasion for the students. Stay tuned to see what happens with this 
event.  

If you have any concerns, please email me on 
lfuller7@columba.catholic.edu.au or phone or message on 0438 489 
917. 
 

Llana Fuller 
RESIDENTIAL LEADER - BOYS 
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