
 

Residential News 

Dear Parents, Caregivers, Staff and Students, 
 
Our senior residential students are rapidly approaching the final 
chapter of their school lives at Columba.  For many, if not all, they 
will experience a wide range of emotions post Columba including 
happiness, sadness and excitement.  They will be happy that they 
have completed such a monumental milestone in their lives and 
yet they will feel a degree of sadness as they leave their ‘home 
away from home’ which they have been a part of for so long.  
Finally, they will feel excitement about what comes next - joining 
the workforce, attending university or trade school.  I wish them 
all the best as they complete their final assessments. 
 
The Boarder Connect program has been rolled out and it has been 
readily received with a positive response by the student body. 
This will lay the platform for students to have a mentor on      
demand who will take the necessary steps to ensure students are 
assisted in all domains whether it be wellbeing, personal growth 
or academics.  I would like to thank all staff who have readily  
engaged with this initiative and the students who have embraced 
it. 
 
Next week, Mrs Burns returns from leave and I would like to take 
the opportunity to thank Mrs Dianne Burton who stepped into 
the acting role in Mrs Burns absence.  From all accounts, she has 
done a wonderful job.  
 
Over the course of the next couple of weeks, the boarding      
community will vote for the 2021 Residential Captains.             
Prospective leaders have already addressed their peers with   
inspiring speeches as to how they will best serve their boarding 
community.  I must say that all the speeches conducted were 
brilliant, and all who have put their hand up for the Residential 
Captain roles will make fantastic leaders in their own right.   

 
 
Today, Mrs Dempster and myself will be traveling to Richmond 
for a Meet and Greet with current, future and prospective       
families.  We are truly excited to be heading out west to catch up 
with families ‘on their turf’, so to speak.  As mentioned in the 
previous edition of the Residential Newsletter, the Meet and 
Greet will be convened at the Federal Palace Hotel, 64 Goldring 
Street, Richmond, Lounge Area at 6pm.    
 
Regards 
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Boarding throughout 2020 has been a big experience for all the 
girls and myself with Corona-Virus making the usual activities a 
little harder to do. This year has been a big learning curve for me 
and all the girls with the restrictions of Covid-19 and with my    
position as the Girls’ Residential Captain. The biggest challenge 
this year was helping to come up with ideas to keep the girls    
entertained during the more restricted times in the dorms. A lot of 
things were hard to do, but the girls were all understanding and 
made the best with what they could do from the loud karaoke 
nights, thrilling movie nights and board games served with supper. 
As the restrictions were slowly lifted, sports started up again and 
more girls came back to the house. Parents really had their work 
cut out for them, but we all knew they could handle it. With nearly 
a full dorm, the peace and quiet quickly became missed.  
 
Term three, the Good Samaritan Residence was back with a bang 
with sports in full swing and obvious social distancing and          
sanitising rules being followed. The Airlie Beach annual trip was 
coming up and the girls were getting prepared by stocking up on 
hawaiian shirts so we could all look the part. With huge 
waterslides, a large resort pool, mini golf, go karts and outdoor 
movies, there were plenty of activities for all the girls to do. The 
slides were definitely a big hit, even with the dormies. The week 
after Airlie Beach was definitely slower than usual. All the girls 
were worn out and were all trying their best to get out of holiday 
mode. There was no time to waste for the Grade 11 and 12 girls 
with formal creeping up on us just five days after Airlie Beach. We 
tanned, got our nails done and were taken to our hair and makeup 
appointments to show off what ladies we were. The day was full 
on for our dormies, but seeing their girls all dressed up made it 
worth it because we did look pretty good. The night was certainly 
one to remember with it being held at our very own school      
campus. The night was amazing and definitely ended with a bang, 
a literal bang because of the firework show that had many of us in 
awe. It will certainly be a night to remember for not just Columba 
but for everyone who attended and helped out.  
 
Term four really put the heat on me and the rest of my grade with 
graduation just around the corner. All of the girls really have their 
work cut out for them with exams and assignments starting but 
the house parents really know how to take the edge off it with a 
quick trip to Townsville for shopping. The bus ride there was quick 
and the time shopping seemed to go quicker but the trip home 
seemed to go forever. The girls had fun buying their secret santa 
presents and some sneaky presents for themselves as well. With 
only four weeks left for the Grade 12s, time is ticking to make 
some everlasting memories before our life in the big world starts.  
 
Isabelle Ahern   
Girls’ Residential Captain 2020 
 
 
 

RESIDENTIAL GIRLS’  CAPTAIN 2020 



What a year 2020 has turned out to be and it is certainly one that 
we won’t forget.  I commenced at Columba Catholic College in   
January 2017 and have spent four enjoyable years at the school 
forming some firm friendships.  Being in the final stages of Year 12, 
it is not that far away till Graduation and a new adventure awaits 
me, as I prepare for the next part of my journey in life with my Year 
12 cohorts. 
 
2020 has pitted a lot of challenges from Covid-19 to Final Exams but 
we were extremely lucky to have hosted the amazing Formal under 
stars with fire works to cap it off.  Mrs Dempster and the Columba 
staff have put so much effort into making this a memorable        
experience.  We sincerely thank them. 
 
The main challenge faced during Covid-19 was trying to keep all the 
boys entertained and active, so the House Parents and I planned 
some activities such as Maggie Island where they participated in 
activities including fishing, stand up paddle boarding, ocean 
kayaking, trivia night and going to the markets. Everyone enjoyed 
their trip to Maggie Island. 
 
During this time, we had trips to the Burdekin River for swimming 
and fishing, as well as Residential Life Skills.  Comerford enjoyed 
their Domestic Olympics and Amazing Race. 
 
We also had a Townsville shopping trip for the  Year 11s and 12s so 
they could prepare for Formal.  We needed to look the part as well 
with new suits and haircuts.  I will certainly remember my Year 12 
Formal as I went off to have photos with my partner and forgot my 
dress shoes.  Mrs Fuller had to find them and rush them over. 
 
Currently as I write this for the newsletter, we are sitting our final 
exams and reality is dawning fast on what the future holds for us. I 
know we will all miss the routine of residential life and knowing that 
the house parents had our backs and looked after us. 
 
Thank you all for everything you have done. 
 

Heath Treacy 
Boys’ Residential Captain 2020 

 

RESIDENTIAL BOYS’ CAPTAIN 2020 


