
Residential News 

Dear Parents/Caregivers, Students and Staff,  

 
This week we welcome back the Year 7 to 10 boarders. It certainly 

seems to have been a long time waiting for the remainder of our 

boarders to return to school in readiness for face to face learning.  Like 

their senior counterparts who first arrived back to school at the 
beginning of Week 4, they too will engage in much story telling about 

their time in “isolation”. In saying that though, we still have a number 

of students yet to return from communities in lockdown and overseas. 

We look forward to their return to the College as well. 
 

Last week, we celebrated National Boarding Week. The theme as 

mentioned in the previous newsletter was “Staying Connected”. Last 

Sunday 17 May, the Boarding Team, launched a video of the “The Git 
Up” dance which involved our entire boarding community who were 

present at the school at the time. Mrs Burns and Mrs Fuller did a 

sterling job producing the video, it was well received by the school and 

wider community. You may have also become aware of the “Great 
Toad Race” and the “Message in a Bottle” activities that the 

Residential Leaders organised. We celebrated the conclusion of 

“National Boarding Week” with the Boarding students and 
staff  participating in a lovely liturgy in the Mount Carmel Chapel and 

sharing a wholesome and delicious meal together in the College Dining 

Room. I would like to thank all the staff and students who were 

involved in this event. It was a wonderful night filled with good cheer. 
 

 Keeping everyone safe at school continues to be a priority and this is 

something that is taken extremely seriously in the residences. Even 

though social distancing is not enforced in day school, we are bound 
by the relevant health authorities to do so in the residences. 

Staggering of meals and showers, personal sanitization and regular 

disinfecting of facilities and objects such as high touch areas, showers 

and toilets will continue until such time that restrictions are eased or 
lifted altogether. With the influx of students over the coming days, it 

will become even more important that we all adhere to the guidelines 

and stipulations stated by the health authorities. For those students 
who are Weekly Boarders, we ask you to stay at home over the 

weekends. This is about keeping everyone healthy and minimising any 

risk to the residential population. Designated time for students to do 

essential shopping is provided during the week by residential 

staff. We thank everyone for their patience and understanding 
as it is greatly appreciated. 

 

On  Thursday 28 May from 7.00 pm  to 8.00 pm, the College  

conducted its “Virtual Taste of Boarding”. This is a new exciting 
initiative of the College. You can find the link on the College 

Website - https://www.columba.catholic.edu.au/residential/

a-virtual-taste-of-boarding/. 

 

I wish everyone a great fortnight. 
 

Regards 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 

         Dan Kyle 
         DEPUTY PRINCIPAL - 
         PASTORAL/RESIDENTIAL 

https://www.columba.catholic.edu.au/residential/a-virtual-taste-of-boarding/
https://www.columba.catholic.edu.au/residential/a-virtual-taste-of-boarding/


Residential News 

 

Shine at Columba 

 

 
National Boarding Week was celebrated in many ways this year with the 
theme, “Staying Connected”.  It was important to ensure that the boarders at 
home remained a part of our unique and close knit family unit as we 
celebrated this annual event. This week was about acknowledging the 
greatness, the hardships and the friendships of residing in a residential 
environment and working together to make the boarding house a harmonious 
home, as we are all in it together. A fabulous dinner finished off our week of 
celebration and the weather dictated the decision of an inside venue. Luckily, 
our awesome “nothing’s a problem” team which was led by our Residential 
Captains, Isabelle and Heath as well as Neeve, Maddison, Charlize, Blake and 
Lawsen, who rallied together to decorate the dining room and set the theme 
of our celebrations. 
 
As the students returned to the residence, I would like to thank the parents 
for their understanding of the current strict rules and I acknowledge the hard 
task that it was to drop your daughter off at the front door. Rest assured that 
they were delighted to be back to engage once again with face to face 
learning and reuniting with their friends. There was certainly a buzz of 
happiness on Sunday night. 
  
This week we welcome Kristine Jonsson to our Residential team and she will 
be a House Parent in the Good Samaritan Residence. Kristine brings a wealth 
of experience in many areas. 
 
As the weather continues to be cool, please check in with your daughter to 
ensure that she has adequate warm clothes and bedding.  
Stay warm and until next fortnight, take care. 
 
Kind Regards 
 
Michelle Burns 
RESIDENTIAL LEADER - GIRLS’ BOARDING 

 
It has been a welcome sight to see the boys returning to boarding. The corridors have been muted for so long and the excited voices at 3 
pm when they return from school indicate that some form of normality is slowly returning. 

Whilst our restrictions are still in place which has enabled us to open our residences, students are very resilient and have and are adapting. 

The boys will certainly be glad to see the return of NRL, especially on the cold nights that we are suddenly experiencing, where they can 
wrap up in a doona and watch TV. The welcome rain we received last week was replenishing, but the cold weather has been a shock. 

On the weekend we celebrated National Boarding Week with a dinner on Saturday night. Thank you to the students from both girls’ and 
boys’ boarding who helped set up and clean up. Boarding would also like to thank Christine O’Sullivan for the beautiful liturgy that was held  
to start our proceedings. The dining room was dressed up in Columba colours and residential staff produced a mouth watering selection of 
food for all to enjoy. 

We will be concentrating on helping students catch up with school work and complete assessments as we start to head towards the end of 
term. It is a priority to see them flourish under these trying times and we will all come out of this stronger and wiser. 

 If you have any concerns, please email me on lfuller7@columba.catholic.edu.au or phone or message on 0438 489 917. 

 
Llana Fuller 
RESIDENTIAL LEADER - BOYS’ BOARDING 

mailto:lfuller7@columba.catholic.edu.au

