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Dear Parents/caregivers, students, staff and friends of Columba, 

 
Term 2 has commenced well with the students settling back into 
residential routines. Of course, there have been some small bouts of 
homesickness in the first few days back at school, which is a normal part 
of being away from home and loved ones but, by and large everyone is 
feeling comfortable back in their residential community.   

As I am writing this article for the Residential Newsletter, our Year 7 and 
Year 9 students are attending their annual school camps. The Year 7s are 
travelling to Echo Creek (Tully) and Year 9 to Camp Gedling (Hervey’s 
Range). The Houseparents have been very busy ensuring that all the 
students have the correct gear and equipment in readiness for the 
camp. Camps are an integral component of the College’s pastoral care 
program and we value their importance for establishing meaningful and 
productive relationships, not only between students but between 
students and staff, as well.  

Last Sunday, many of our boarders attended the ANZAC Day 
commemorations, including the Dawn Service. As the students marched 
out like old soldiers down Mosman and Gill Streets, I could not have 
been prouder. They conducted themselves with great decorum and 
were mighty ambassadors not only for the College, but for themselves 
and their families. Following on from the ANZAC Day commemorations, 
the Boy and Girl boarders got together for a great afternoon slipping and 
sliding on the slippery dip, swimming and playing a friendly game of 
touch. Mrs Burns and Mrs Fuller did a great job manning the BBQ and 
preparing the afternoon meal for the boarders. 

As mentioned in the last edition of the Residential Newsletter, Mrs 
Caroline Jarmey joined our residential team. She has settled in well into 
her new role and has brought to the table some great ideas in terms of 
activities for our students. Mr Wade Willoughby, from Charters Towers 
has joined the Boys’ Residential team and will operate out of Comerford 
with Mrs Jarmey. The College also welcomes Mrs Dawn McGill to the 
Columba Boarding team. Mrs McGill has a wealth of boarding 
experience and will commence her employment at the College over the 
next couple of weeks. I am highly confident that the aforementioned 
Houseparents will perform their roles with distinction. 

Mrs Dempster and myself have had to reschedule our annual Western 
Tour to Week 2, Term 3. This is something that both Mrs Dempster and 
myself look forward to every year, as it affords us the opportunity of 

establishing and maintaining meaningful relationships with parents and 
prospective parents in their own communities. The itinerary will vary 
slightly from last year. We hope to catch up  with as many parents as 
possible.  

This term, the College is continuing to partner with A Team Tuition to 
provide an online tutoring service for the year 7-9 residential students. 
This term the STAR program component of tutoring will be focusing on 
‘study skills’.  If your child is in Year 10, 11 or 12 and you would like to 
access this service, please contact the College to discuss.  There is a cost 
associated with Senior students who would like to undertake tutoring 
conducted by A Team Tuition.   

 
Regards, 

 
 

 
Dan Kyle 
DEPUTY PRINCIPAL - PASTORAL/RESIDENTIAL 


