
Residential News 

Dear Parents, Caregivers, Staff and Students, 
 

The Back to the 80s’ Musical was a huge success and was very 
entertaining for all who attended. Many of our boarders played 
starring roles, including Naveah Ambrym, Liam Young, Patrick Twist, 
Kaiku Sambo, Lucy O’Keefe, Manu Spry-Chisholm, Isabelle Ahern, Ally 
Masterson, Brydie Coward and Jasper Guy. Congratulations to all who 
performed or assisted with the production. All the hard work certainly 
paid off. 
 

On Saturday night (24 August), Columba Boarding hosted My Kitchen 
Rules (MKR) with Boys’ Boarding competing against their female 
counterparts, the girls of the Good Samaritan Residence. The venue 
was perfect, with fairy lights, a glowing fire in the background and a 
great range of food presented to the staff and students. This year, 
Boys’ Boarding took home the honours and will have bragging rights 
for the next 12 months. I thank all of the students, Mrs Burns and Mrs 
Fuller for their efforts. It was a fantastic night enjoyed by all.  
 

Over the course of the next couple weeks the College will be 
introducing the REACH program into Boarding. The entire roll-out will 
be a staged process over the next couple of months. At the beginning 
of term 4, students will apply for leave electronically. The residences 
have been set up with a number of KIOSK stations so that  students 
can sign in and out on, as well as apply for leave. Parents will be sent 
information in regards to the REACH program and how to use it in the 
near future. 
 

Over the previous weekend I had the pleasure of accompanying a 
number of boys to the Parish Church grounds to perform some 
ground maintenance. Narqarne Oui, Liam Young, Preston Ah Wing, 
Jake Richards, Zac Singh and Ronald Kris mowed and whippersnipped 
the entire Parish Church grounds. The boys happily gave of their time 
demonstrating true servant leadership. Thanks gentlemen for 
demonstrating the characteristics of good, solid Columba men.   
 

Regards, 
 
 
 
 
 
Dan Kyle 
Deputy Principal (Pastoral & Residential) 

In determining whether a student will be isolated from the 
mainstream school population because of infectious health 
concerns, will be based on a number of factors including: 
 Time Out Poster (QLD Health poster) for exclusion times   
 
 The Doctor’s recommendations whether a child should be 

isolated from the mainstream population 
 
 Clinical analysis performed by the College nurse 
 
If a Doctor recommends that a student/s be isolated in excess of 
a week or more, the student/s should be sent home if 
practicable, e.g. Mumps outbreak as there would be a need to 
immunise the entire boarding community. 
 
During the school day 

 

The number of ill students and type of illness will determine 
where students will be accommodated. If there are only a few 
cases, the students will be accommodated in the Health 
Centre.  If there are multiple cases, the students will be 
accommodated in the Ridley Residence.  
 
During the Evening or Weekends 

 

Good Samaritan Residence 
If there are only a few infected students with the same 
complaint, the students will be housed in the GSR disabled unit. If 
a greater number of girls are ill, they will be accommodated at 
the  Health Centre on MC or in the Ridley Residence.  
 
Mount Carmel (Ryan Residence and Comerford Residence) 
Male students will be accommodated in the Ridley Residence. If 
there are only several students who need to be isolated, they will 
be accommodated in the Health Centre.  

 



Residential News 

 

Shine at Columba 

 
Congratulations to Boys’ Boarding on a “fine” win last Saturday with MKR. The 
atmosphere of the night was just wonderful, the set up looked amazing and the 
best part was knowing that every boarding student chose how they wanted to 
participate in the competition. Regardless of whether they chose to cook, prepare 
food, decorate or help clean up, every task was important to a successful 
outcome- one that we can be proud of! 

 

As you are aware, there was a change to study times for the junior students from 
before dinner to after dinner and this seems to be rolling along smoothly. It has 
provided an opportunity for staff to implement an activities program in the 
afternoon which has included walking Towers Hill, Boot Camp, swimming, 
running to the airport, and touch footy in the park. To date, this has been well 
received and the girls are getting actively involved. 
 

Next term there will be a pupil free day on Monday 21 October and the 
residential students will have an opportunity to participate in some planned trips 
and activities. Girls’ Boarding will be going to Airlie Beach for two nights. More 
information will be emailed to parents this week. This is not a compulsory activity 
and parents may prefer to take advantage of a three day weekend to spend time 
with their children. 

 

This coming weekend’s events include Rugby Tenz, Columba Co-Op and Market 
Day and the Parish morning tea.  On Saturday 7 September there will be a much 
longed for shopping trip to Townsville. Girls need a little retail therapy before 
heading into exams.  
Have a great fortnight. 

 

Kind Regards 
Michelle Burns 
RESIDENTIAL LEADER - GIRLS 

 
This fortnight just gone started off with the Comerford students 
attending the Under 12 TDRU Grand Final in Townsville to watch their 
mates participate in a hard fought win. Brendan Kelly and Cooper 
Parry Pope both had extremely good games and were terrific team 
contributors. 

 

We were then lucky enough to attend the World Theatre to watch the 
School Musical “Back To The 80’s”. We had a number of boys 
from  boarding acting, singing and dancing. We were all impressed 
with Manu Spry-Chisholm, Liam Young, Patrick Twist, Jasper Guy, 
Kaiku Sambo and our backstage boys Heath Treacy and Ezekiel Clark 
who helped to keep the show flowing. It was wonderful for those 
boarding parents who were able to attend and we all certainly had a 
good time. 

 

On Friday night, some of the Columba Girls’ Netball Teams made it 
through to the Grand Finals and Ryan Residence went out to support 
and  participate in some mixed netball games that were organised. I 
must say the boys are pretty handy on the court. 
 

Whilst this was happening at netball, Comerford boys were down to 
the series business of preparing for MKR!!! Mr Dodson had all under 
control and potatoes were boiling and cheesecakes being constructed 
using Chase Guy’s secret recipe. Matthew Hewlett is a welcome 
addition to the kitchen with his precision cutting, dicing and assembly. 
All students contributed to make this a wonderful night with meal 
preparation, set up and clean up. Boys’ Boarding  sincerely thank Girls’ 
Boarding for being wonderful opponents and the atmosphere at the 
fire pit area was hard to describe. Did I mention that we WON! 

 

Even though we had the pressure of MKR and let me tell you it was 
hot in this kitchen, some of our boys found the time to go with Mr 
Kyle and mow, whipper snip and clean up the Parish grounds. Even 
Father Mobin was out helping as well and Liam, Preston, Ronald, Zac, 

Jake R and Naqarne did a fantastic job. Thank you Mr Kyle for the 
refreshments that followed. 

 

Sunday rolled around with the annual Prospect Community Day being 
on at Centenary Park. Comerford Residence was all organised, and 
with a quick breakfast of bacon and eggs, went on to join in the fun of 
the day. 

 

On Monday, we welcomed St Michael’s from Palm Island and have 
students staying overnight and attending school in the morning. We 
organiseD boarding around afternoon tea, activities with Comerford 
students, tea, Chapel and homework so that the children could 
experience as much as possible. We certainly look forward to seeing 
them. 

 

This Friday and Saturday night is the Annual Rugby Tenz competition 
which the boys look forward to. We will also on Saturday afternoon 
have the Co-op and Market Day and Boarding will be cooking the 
sausage sizzle. 

 

On Sunday the Ryan Boys’ will have a day in Townsville, shopping first 
and then going to The Strand for a swim and lunch before we return 
home. 

 

A reminder from home when next you are talking to your sons about 
assessment drafts and final papers that need to be submitted in the 
coming weeks and encouraging students to put in their best effort. 
This helps with the encouragement we provide here in boarding. 

 

If you have any concerns, please email me on 
lfuller7@columba.catholic.edu.au or phone or message on 0438 489 
917. 
 

Llana Fuller 
RESIDENTIAL LEADER - BOYS 

mailto:lfuller7@columba.catholic.edu.au

