
Residential News 

Dear Parents and Caregivers,  
 
Last week, Ms Madeleine Carter (the Year 7 & 8 Pastoral Leader) and I travelled to 
Hughenden to talk to the students and staff of St Francis School about the 
opportunities that a boarding school such as Columba can offer its students. It was a 
great opportunity for Ms Carter to also talk about the transition to boarding school. 
We were very impressed with the students and the great hospitality that was afforded 
to us by them. St Francis School has been and still is one of our prominent feeder 
schools in North Queensland and we have enjoyed a great relationship with them for 
many years. 
 
Whilst in Hughenden we caught up with Mrs Jodie Coward, a current parent of the 
school. We even managed to briefly catch up with her daughter and former student 
and staff member Jamie-Lee before we departed back to Charters Towers. It was also 
great to catch up with the Duddy family in Prairie on our return trip and I would also 
like to thank them too for their hospitality. 
 
Last Thursday (20 August) we had our Taste of Boarding and from what I observed, all 
students had a wonderful time. The College is very deliberate in the way this event is 
planned as we want to showcase our school but at the same time give them a realistic 
perspective of what life in a boarding school entails. The next day, the College had the 
Taste of Secondary which was a resounding success. I would like to thank all those 
involved for all of their efforts in bringing these events to fruition. 
 
The weekend of 4-6 September, the Boy Boarders will be visiting Magnetic Island and 
the Girl Boarders will be going to Airlie Beach. This will be a great time for our boarders 
to disengage from the rigors of school life for a short while and engage in much 
needed rest and recreational activities. Thank you Mrs Burns and Mrs Fuller for all your 
efforts in organising these excursions. 
 
Mrs Debbie Stainkey, House Parent in Girls Boarding, has resigned from the College. 
We wish her well in her future endeavours and thank her for all of her efforts over the 
years. You will be missed by the girls of the Good Samaritan Residence.   
  
 
Regards, 

  

 
 
 
Dan Kyle 
DEPUTY PRINCIPAL - 
PASTORAL/RESIDENTIAL 
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Shine at Columba 

 

 
The girls are getting excited for the long weekend where they have 
been given the opportunity to attend a camp at the Big4 Whitsunday 
Park at Airlie Beach. Even though the weather may be a little cooler 
than in previous years, I am sure it won’t stop the young ones from 
enjoying their time in the pool and on the waterslides. Other activities 
that will be on offer are mini golf and the pedal karts, plenty of fun for 
everyone. Please note that we will be abiding by all COVID-19 
restrictions during this time away. 
 
Bridget Wilson, Mackenzi Jonsson and Manaia Hill did a wonderful job 
in welcoming the girls who visited the Residence for a Taste of 
Boarding Experience. After dinner the Year 7 girls engaged in some 
fun activities to help make our visitors feel at home and to really 
experience some of the things that we do during an afternoon and 
evening in the life of a boarder at Columba. 
 
Managing Stress was the topic for Residential Life Skills this week and 
was delivered in a very interesting, informative and interactive way by 
our College Counsellor, Mrs Aleesha Watson. This subject is quite an 
important topic for teenagers, in particular, to help them  cope with 
different stresses that life delivers from time to time. Whether it be 
school work, finishing Year 12, friendships or family, it is important to 
provide our young teenagers with strategies to help reduce any stress 
that can cause limitations in their emotional and physical 
development. We recognise and acknowledge the hardships that 
have impacted on the  students due to the COVID-19 pandemic 
restrictions. We also thank our residential students and parents for 
their support and understanding during these restrictions. 
 
This week we farewelled Mrs Debbie Stainkey and on behalf of the 
Good Samaritan Residence, we thank her for the effort, compassion 
and support that she has shown the young ladies in Girls’ Boarding 
over the years. 

drafts to receive feedback from teachers. A reminder from home in 
regards to your expectation of your son’s performance at school 
also helps with what we are trying to accomplish here as well. 
 
Make sure you watch our Facebook page over the long weekend, 
where we will be posting photos of what the students are doing on 
Magnetic Island. 
 
If you have any concerns, please email me on 
lfuller7@columba.catholic.edu.au or phone or message on 0438 489 
917. 

 
Llana Fuller 
RESIDENTIAL LEADER - BOYS 

The boys are getting excited about the long weekend where they 
will be spending time on Magnetic Island. We have a lot of 
activities organised to keep them engaged and have fun. I am sure 
they are looking forward to stand-up paddle boarding and 
kayaking, as well as the Trivia Night we are organising. We are all 
certainly looking forward to this change in routine and scenery. 
We will be abiding by all COVID-19 restrictions during this time 
away. We are grateful to the students and the support from 
parents during this time. We understand the hardship some may 
be feeling and we thank you all for your ongoing support. 
 
Thank you to the boys who represented Comerford Residence at 
The Taste of Boarding; they did a wonderful job in welcoming the 
boys and showing them around our facilities. After dinner the 
Year 7 boys engaged in touch football, utilized Kelly Block with the 
pool table and table tennis table, as well as sampling the new 
game machine. We finished off the night with a small Chapel 
Service and Dorm Meeting. Literally, a little taste of everything. 
 
We are certainly entering the business end of the term, with 
drafts becoming due and it is vital that the students submit these 

Have a great fortnight. 
 
 
Michelle Burns 
RESIDENTIAL LEADER - GIRLS 

mailto:lfuller7@columba.catholic.edu.au

