
Residential News 

 
Dear Parents and Caregivers 

 

It is now week 4 and the students are well and truly in the grind of 
meeting curricular and extracurricular commitments. Time 
management skills are of the utmost importance at this stage of the 
term if students are to realise their potential.  
 

This term, in addition to the GAP students (Augustine Ricketts, 
Dewald Heenop, Kayla Hewett & Ashley Porter) and Wesley Smith 
who were mentioned in the last edition of the Residential 
Newsletter, the Columba  community welcomes Ken Redgwell 
(Boys’ Boarding) and Molly Pickering (Girls’ Boarding) to the 
residential team. Mr Redgwell and Miss Pickering will bring a range 
of life experiences and skills to the team. I wish them every success 
in their newly appointed positions. 
 

I have noted that a number of senior boarding students are 
intending on driving their cars to and from school once they have 
obtained their licences. If a student wishes to have a car at the 
school, then this needs to be negotiated with the College prior and 
only under special circumstances will such permission be granted.  
 

Over the weekend of 13 & 14 March, Columba will be hosting, for 
the sixth consecutive year, the Catholic Schools’ Carnival. Rugby 
League (Opens), Netball (Opens) and Debating (Senior and Junior) 
will all be on display. Schools from all across the diocese will be 
participating. This is a boarding fundraiser and parents are very 
welcome to attend either as spectators or helpers. It will be great to 
catch up with many parents over the course of the weekend. 
 

This week, the Year 12s will attend a retreat at Magnetic Island 
while the Year 7s will attend a camp at Echo Creek. Students appear 
to be very keen for both events. I personally and professionally 
enjoy attending camps and retreats as it is always a good 
opportunity to get to know students a little better in another 
sphere.  
 
Yours sincerely, 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dan Kyle 
DEPUTY PRINCIPAL - PASTORAL/RESIDENTIAL 

Augustine Ricketts 
I am the second youngest of 8 siblings and I 
finished school just last year at Paul Roos 
Gymnasium. I've enjoyed every bit of my high 
school career and my time in South Africa. Now 
I'm looking forward to new healthy experiences 
in Australia and working at Columba Catholic 
College.  
 

Dewald Heenop 
Hello my name is Dewald and I am from 
South Africa. I am 23 years old and I 
attended Paul Roos Gymnasium in 
Stellenbosch, Western Cape. I have one 
younger brother, love dogs and playing 
rugby union. 
 

Kayla Hewett 
I'm a 19 year old girl, who is from Cape Town, 
South Africa. I have chosen to do a gap year in 
Australia, thanks to the Letz Live program that 
came to my school last year when I was in Year 
12.  They proposed the idea of a program in 
which you can spend your gap year in another 
country, by working at a school, and having 
certain duties. This program, included you 
having accommodation and food being 

supplied by the school.  I chose to do this as my gap year because I 
wanted to have a break from doing work at school (studying) before 
I went back to South Africa to attend university. This 
opportunity also allowed me to visit Australia for a year, which will 
give me a chance to explore Australia during the school holidays.  
I've played hockey most of my life, love animals and hope to do 
something with them in the future. 
 

Ashley Porter  
I am a 19 year old South-African. I haven't 
lived in my home country for the past 6 years 
as I moved to Botswana in 2014. I am outgoing 
and love changing things up and that's why, 
when I heard about the Letz Live gap year 
program, I took the opportunity to come to 
Australia. I consider myself an artist and I also 
love reading.  So far I have been enjoying this 
beautiful country and look forward to the 
adventures that lie ahead. 
 



Residential News 

 

Shine at Columba 

 
The Good Samaritan Residence has welcomed over 15 new girls this 
year and they have all settled into residential life with a positive 
attitude. The Year 7 girls are to be congratulated for their bravery in 
taking this first step into secondary school and moving away from 
the comfort of their homes. The Year 12 girls have taken them under 
their wings and have ensured that their transition into boarding has 
been as smooth as possible. 
 

I am pleased to announce the Boarder Council Representatives for 
this year. The council includes Isabelle Ahern (Residential Captain), 
Erin Imeson (Year 11), Ikanau Conway (Year 10), Chloe Girdler (Year 
9), Clarice Young (Year 8) and Jessica Braes-Polke (Year 7). These 
young ladies have been elected by their peers and will be expected 
to uphold their role by being positive and constructive to assist in the 
continual improvements of boarding life at Columba. 
 

The girls have been heavily involved in  netball, tennis and swimming 
trials over the past couple of weeks and are now preparing for the 
seasons to commence. The College will be entering a number of 
netball teams in the Charters Towers competition this year. If your 
daughter has been selected for one of these teams, you will need to 
register her online and pay the registration fee.  
 

We continue to provide a varied weekend program that suits the 
interests of all our boarding students and even allows them 

 
It is hard to believe that we are already going into the fourth week of 
term. Boys are settling into a study routine and the Year 7 students 
have settled in nicely with everyone finding their niche. The Year 7 
boys are departing on Wednesday for their camp at Echo Creek, which 
I am sure they will enjoy, as we went there previously for our long 
weekend and our Year 12’s go on Year 12 Retreat. 

 

As I say every year, we live and breathe football and training has 
already started for Miners and Bulls. Now is a timely opportunity for 
parents to remind their sons of having that balance between social, 
sporting and academics. It is important to see them improving and 
maintaining their grades which ultimately rests with them and will 
impact on their future. 
 

Our first week at school saw us heading to Townsville to the Barra Fun 
Park which is a great day out where the students rekindle old 
friendships and form new ones. It is a great team building exercise for 
the Residence. 
 

Last weekend saw the students attend the Drive In on Saturday night 
and Girls’ Boarding came over on Sunday afternoon for fun activities 
which included Zorb Balls, Water Polo and Basketball. Please 
remember to check out our Facebook page where we post photos of 
the Residential activities. 
 

This weekend we head off to Townsville to see the new Queensland 
Country Bank Stadium and a look behind scenes with a spot of 
shopping to finish off the day. 
 

On another note, it also gives me pleasure to announce the Student 
Representatives for Boarding this year:  Year 7 Clint Folker, Year 8 
Chase Guy, Year 9 Ronald Kris, Year 10 Liam Young, Year 11 Toby 
Turnbull and Year 12 Heath Treacy. These boys will converse with 
students in their year levels on what is working in boarding, what they 
would like to do, see and achieve, what we can improve and also 

solutions on how to do this. They will meet with Heath Treacy who 
will be the Chair and in turn Heath will meet with the Residential 
Leader. I look forward to a progressive year in boarding. 

 

If you have any concerns or need to contact dorms please see contact 
details below. 
 

Comerford Phone  - 0418 885 530 
Ryan Phone  -  0428 871 744 
Llana Fuller 0438 489 917 or lfuller7@columba.catholic.edu.au 
 
Llana Fuller 
RESIDENTIAL LEADER - BOYS 

opportunities to try something new. The more they involve 
themselves, the less homesick they appear to be. I am sure as the 
weeks progress and ideas flow from the Boarder Council 
Representatives, the ideas for weekend activities will assist with 
further planning so as to ensure full involvement from the girls. 
 

I wish you all a great fortnight. 
 

Michelle Burns 
RESIDENTIAL LEADER - GIRLS 

mailto:lfuller7@columba.catholic.edu.au

