
Residential News 

Dear Parents, Caregivers, Staff and Students, 
 
Welcome back to Term 2! Anzac Day was a great success for our 
College. The students wore their uniforms with pride and marched 
out like old soldiers. Pride was clearly etched over the young 
charges faces as they marched down the main thoroughfares of 
Charters Towers. They stood in respectful silence with the current 
military service personnel and the ever aging servicemen and 
women for the entire ceremony. I could not have been prouder and 
the students proved to be excellent ambassadors for their College 
and families. Well done to all those involved with the day. 
 
Next week (Week 3), Mrs Dempster and myself, will be undertaking 
our annual Western Tour. We will be presenting at a number of 
Catholic Education Queensland schools including Winton, Boulia, 
Cloncurry, Burketown, Croydon, Georgetown, Mt Surprise and 
Greenvale. We hope to catch up with as many existing boarding and 
prospective parents as possible. The itinerary has been published 
on Columba’s website and flyers have been sent out to regional 
stakeholders. 
 
This term, the College will be introducing the REACH program which 
will allow parents and guardians to apply for and approve leave 
electronically. A letter of introduction to REACH will be sent to 
parents in the very near future. 
 

Karl Morrison, who was working in Boys’ Boarding, has resigned 
from his position as a House Parent to spend more time running his 
personal business. He will be sorely missed by both staff and 
students. Ms Dominique Gilmore has joined the Boarding team and 
is currently working in a casual capacity across campuses. From the 
end of Week 3, Mrs Burns will be taking some well-earned Long 
Service Leave. Mrs Sonja Cluff will act as the Girls’ Residential 
Leader whilst Mrs Burns is on leave. Mr Russell Erlandson (former 
Head of Boys’ Boarding) will be also be working at Mt Carmel during 
this time. 
 
Regards, 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dan Kyle 
Deputy Principal (Pastoral & Residential) 

 
We are excited to welcome OLLIE to the Good Samaritan Residence.  
 

Ollie is a puppy with a very friendly and happy disposition who loves the company of people of all ages. 
Research has shown that having animals on campus can promote psychological well being, increase social 
skills, self-esteem and confidence. Ollie can be referred to as a therapy dog who will provide emotional 
support to the students while they are away from home and, in particular, on weekends. 
  

A letter and permission form will be emailed to parents with details regarding the student’s interaction with 
Ollie as we understand that your child may have allergies or a fear of dogs. We ask that you complete the 
form and email it back at your earliest convenience.  
 
Should you have any questions at this time, please don’t hesitate to the College Office.  
We look forward to sharing the benefits of a “dorm pet”. 
 
 


