
 

Residential News 
18 February 2021 

Dear Parents/caregivers, students, staff and friends of Columba, 
 

I am extremely pleased with the start to the 2021 school year. The 
transition into boarding for our new students in particular has been 
relatively smooth. Of course, there is the usual homesickness that 
students will work through as a result of the temporary separation 
from their families, but as the term progresses and they settle into a 
routine, school life will become so much easier. Being a former 
boarding student of the school, I recognise the importance of routine 
(as much as the students may have a different point of view at times) 
in settling into boarding school life. In addition, all students have 
access to support through their Horse parents, Residential Ladders, 
Pastoral Leaders and Pastoral Care teachers. 
 

I always find the beginning of the school year an exciting place to be. 
Meeting new students and staff is always a pleasure and is something 
I look forward to each year. I have noted that the new and younger 
residents are already beginning to forge many lifelong friendships. 
The senior students have been outstanding in the residences this far 
and have shown great leadership by assisting staff settling the 
younger students into bedtime routine and organising and assisting 
residential activities. They are great ambassadors for the school, 
residential community and their families.    
 

Student Leaders  
This year our Residential Captains are Bryson Steele and Lily Duddy 
and Vice Captains are Lawsen Ford and Georgia Kirkwood. These 
students take their roles seriously and are all diligent in executing 
their role descriptions. I am highly confident that as the year 
progresses, that their collective leadership capability will progress 
even further which will improve the communal living experience for 
all boarders.     
 

Staff Announcements  
This year we have a number of new staff who have commenced their 
boarding duties at Columba. In Boys’ Boarding I would like to 
welcome Mr Eric Schultz (from Charters Towers) who will be working 
with the Ryan residents and Mr Aazim Munif (from Gold Coast) who 
will be working with the Comerford residents. In the Good Samaritan 
Residence, Natalie Grant joins the residential team from Dubbo, 
NSW. I am highly confident that all 3 staff will do a sterling job as 
House Parents and will bring a wide bredth of experience that will 
enrich the lives of our boarding students.    

  

Laundry 
I cannot emphasis enough the importance of clearly marking clothes 
with students names. The preferred option is to stitch name tags on 
to clothing. The second option is to use a permanent marker to 

highlight student names. Furthermore, an underwear bag (preferably 
one that encloses the zip) should be used.  
 

Travel     
As in previous years, the College will provide the end of term bus 
service to Mount Surprise, Richmond and Townsville, student 
numbers pending. Costs per student are shown directly below:  
Townsville:        $15.00 
Richmond:  $50.00  
Mount Surprise $50.00 
 

Closed Weekends and Leave 
The second last weekend of each term are deemed closed weekends. 
This is necessary not only for team bonding purposes, but to ensure 
that students have finalised any outstanding assessment before 
departing for the holidays. It is an expectation that all students 
remain abreast of their academic commitments and students will 
continue to access weekend leave if they are fulfilling their academic 
agendas and are working in line with the College behaviour 
expectations. Of course, parents can take their children out on leave 
as required.   
 

Boarder Parent Council meeting 
Our next Boarder Parent Council meeting will take place at 7.00 pm 
on Sunday 18 April, 2021 in the Edmund Rice room located on the 
Mount Carmel campus. Everyone is welcome to attend. If you are 
unable to attend in person,  a zoom link will be sent out to parents a 
few days prior to the meeting.  
 

Catholic Schools Carnival 
The Catholic Schools Carnival will take place on 5 & 6 March, 2021. 
Schools come from all over our diocese to participate in the carnival 
which consists of an open boys’ rugby league competition, an open 
girls netball competition and a debating competition (senior and 
junior divisions). This is our major Boarding fund-raising activity for 
the year. We are looking for volunteers to assist with the running of 
the carnival. It would be greatly appreciated if people could assist 
with manning a BBQ, touch judging and scoring games. If you can 
assist in any way please contact myself at 
dkyle@columba.catholic.edu.au. Many thanks for your consideration. 

 

Regards, 
 
 
Dan Kyle 
DEPUTY PRINCIPAL - PASTORAL/RESIDENTIAL 

mailto:dkyle@columba.catholic.edu.au


This fund awards tax free scholarships and bursaries to persons who normally reside in Queensland and at least 150km from Brisbane 
for the purpose of assisting them in their education and/or training at an approved educational facility.  The objects of the fund are to 
provide students in need with assistance regarding their educational costs so that they can achieve their schooling or university goals.  
The fund specifically looks to provide assistance to students who intend to use their qualifications (once obtained) for the benefit of 
rural and regional areas. 
 
Students who could benefit from the fund are invited to request an application pack from: 
 
Queensland Rural and Remote Area Fund 
C/- Rees R & Sydney Jones Solicitors 
Attn: Melanie Findlay - Secretary 
Level 1, 55 Denham Street, Rockhampton  Qld  4700 
melanief@reesjones.com.au 
 
Applications close on 26th February 2021 

On Monday the 4th of February, we officially commenced our school 
partnership with A Team Tuition! Kelly and Karen from A Team, flew up 
from the Gold Coast and had a great time kicking off the program with 
so many excited residential students. We are looking forward to seeing 
all the things our students accomplish this year with this amazing 
program. A Team Tuition will be providing your child with the 
Transformer Prep Program and homework help after school! The 
Transformer Prep program is a carefully tailored program designed to 
improve your child’s confidence, motivation, and grades by developing 
their mindset, strategy and support during their most crucial years. The 
tutors from A Team Tuition will provide weekly challenges to capture 
the classroom, as well as end-of-term activities that will become a 
highlight of boarding life and deliver content based on school curriculum 
and “A” grade study strategies. By working with A Team Tuition, our 
goal is to create independent students with a growth mindset by 
providing them with the tools to succeed both now and in their future 
study years. 

 

Read more about our partnership with A Team Tuition under parent 
information on our website.  

 

https://www.columba.catholic.edu.au/parent-information-jy8e2p/a-
team-tuition/ 
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