
 

Residential 

Dear Parents, Caregivers, Staff and Students, 
 
It is with great sadness but with much love that the College    
community farewelled Mackenzie Guild on Thursday 8th of      
October, 2020. Her cheerful and caring nature, vibrant smile and 
infectious laugh will be forever etched in our hearts. She is now in 
the loving embrace of our Lord. During this time of grief in our 
College community, the care, commitment and compassion 
shown towards one another is nothing short of extraordinary.   
 
We are now in the final leg of the school year, and as in past 
years, there are some important events still to take place,        
including the College Awards Night and Graduation. The senior 
students are especially looking forward to these much anticipated 
events as they finish the final chapter of secondary schooling in 
readiness to embrace life post Columba.  
 
As mentioned at the Boarder Parent Council meeting held at the 
beginning of the term, the College is introducing Boarder Connect 
which is an initiative that provides a more intense layer of support 
for its residential students.  Essentially, a small group of students 
will be allocated to a staff member who will take a more intense 
and active role in monitoring and supporting students’ wellbeing 
and academic progress.   
 
This term the Columba Boarding community will farewell Ken and 
Tracey Redgwell.  I wish them both every success in their future 
endeavours.  The College also welcomes Toni Williamson, Sharron 
Stainkey and Janine Neville to the boarding community.  Toni and 
Janine will operate largely in the Good Samaritan Residence and 
Sharron Stainkey in the Ryan Residence.  I am highly confident 
that they will prove to be valuable additions to the College’s            
Residential staff team. 
 
In regards to end-of-term travel arrangements, the College     
intends on running the western, northern and Townsville bus 
services, numbers pending.  Parents are encouraged to submit 
their expressions of interest two weeks prior to the conclusion of 
the school term so that appropriate arrangements can be made. 
 
  
 

 
 
One of this year’s School Improvement plan goals was to         
modernise the Boys’ residences.  Over the course of the  next 
couple of weeks, a large number of photos (which represent the 
communities that our students come from) will be put up around 
the residences.  The boys will get to choose where each photo is 
placed in the  dorms. 
 
On Thursday 29 October, Mrs Dempster and myself will be       
traveling to Richmond for a Meet and Greet with current, future 
and prospective families.  The venue for the Meet and Greet will 
be the Federal Palace Hotel.   We are very much looking forward 
to catching up with as many people as possible.  
 
Regards 
 

       

 

Dan Kyle 
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To say that I am very proud to be a part of the Good Samaritan   
Residence is an understatement as the love, compassion and     
support that the girls have shown towards each other and to staff in 
the first week of this term, was nothing short of amazing. I can   
honestly say that each time that I checked in with one of the girls, 
they always included in their response “how are you, Miss?” As 
parents of these wonderful young ladies, you should be truly 
proud.  
 
The term in boarding holds a full program that includes the     
Boarders’ Biggest Birthday Party where we celebrate everyone’s 
birthday for the year, Boarders’ Christmas Party and various       
celebrations before the Year 12 girls depart from the Residence. 
The Residential Life Skills Program will continue throughout the 
term and include sessions on sewing, interior decorating, skin care 
and leadership, only to name a few. 
 
Commencing this term is the Boarder Connect Program which is 
designed to look after the health and well being of all residential 
students. Each child will be allocated to a specific House Parent who 
will touch base with them on a regular basis and really get to know 
their stories and their personal goals.  
 
This week we farewell and thank Mrs Tracey Redgwell as she takes 
up a position closer to her family. We wish her and her husband all 
the best in their new venture. 
 
I will be away for the next two weeks starting from Monday 19  
October and returning on Monday 2 November. Dianne Burton will 
be filling my position in my absence. Her contact number remains 
the same as the one that you contact me on which is  

0418 782 814 and her email address is 
dburton@columba.catholic.edu.au   I am confident that she will do 
an amazing job whilst I am away. 

Thank you to all parents who have shown their support over the 
past week and I wish you all a great fortnight. 
 
Kind Regards 
 

 
 

RESIDENTIAL LEADER REPORT - GIRLS 

Michelle Burns 
 
Residential Coordinator Girls’ Boarding 
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RESIDENTIAL LEADER REPORT - BOYS 

The respectful and dignified manner in which the boys conducted 
themselves last week in saying goodbye to MacKenzie Guild is 
something we should all be extremely proud of.  The compassion 
they showed for each other and staff members united us all in our 
grief.  
 
This term in boarding holds a full program that includes the Board-
ers’ Biggest Birthday Party where we celebrate everyone’s birthday 
for the year, Boarders’ Christmas Party and the Year 12 final board-
ing dinner before they depart from the Residence.  The Residential 
Life Skills Program will continue throughout the term and include 
sessions on mechanics, masterchef, skin care and leadership, just to 
name a few. 
 
Commencing this term is the Boarder Connect Program which is 
designed to look after the health and well being of all residential 
students.  Each child will be allocated to a  specific House Parent 
who will touch base with them on a regular basis and really get to 
know their stories and their personal goals.  
 
This week we farewell and thank Mr Ken Redgwell as he takes up 
another position.  We wish him and his wife all the best in their new 
venture. 
 
We also welcome Mrs Sharron Stainkey who will be joining our 
team to work in Ryan Residence. 
 
If you have any concerns, please email me on 
lfuller7@columba.catholic.edu.au or  

phone or message  on 0438 489 917. 

                                 

 

  Llana Fuller 

  Residential Coordinator Boys’ Boarding 
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