
Residential News 

Dear Parents, Caregivers, Staff and Students, 

Last night, Columba Boarding celebrated Christmas with a special 
dinner at the Mount Carmel dining hall. As well as the stylishly 
fashioned plates and cutlery, the Christmas decorations and ornaments 
were elegantly presented on tables and around the room. The huge 
Santa was impressive to say the least and many of the students had 
their photos taken with this colossal figure. Everyone had a great night! 
A big thank you to Michelle Burns, Llana Fuller and their band of merry 
helpers who helped make this evening one to remember.    

I now turn your attention to the expectation that all students, 
excluding year 12s, need to be at the College until the last day, Friday 
29 November, 2019. I have heard whispers that a number of students 
are intending on departing the College prior to this date, to get an early 
start to the holidays. I emphasise the importance of all students staying 
until the end of term. 

The Year 11s are the first cohort to undertake the new ATAR 
system.  This has had an impact on the learning cycle and their 
assessment timeframes and units of work. This is largely due to 
meeting the QCAA requirements.  For example, Year 11s have begun 
Unit 3 this term and this will extend through to early Term 2, 2020. 
Assessment for Unit 3 will commence in Week 6 of Term 1, 2020, 
which means teaching and learning time is crucial if students are to be 
provided with the best opportunities to succeed academically.  

This Thursday is Graduation day for 11 of our Year twelve boarders. 
They are very much looking forward to the occasion and their lives post 
school. I sincerely wish them every success in life, whichever path they 
choose to follow. It has been a pleasure and an honour to have played 
some small part in watching them grow into young men and women. 
To the parents and guardians of this fine group of young men and 
women, I thank you for entrusting the College with their care and 
education. 

Regards, 

Dan Kyle 
Deputy Principal (Pastoral & 
Residential) 
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Shine at Columba 

 
Dear Parents, Caregivers, Staff and Students, 
 
This week we farewell our Year 12 girls Jashieka Baira, Shakiah 
Douglas and Summah Beale and wish them all the very best in their 
future endeavours. I sincerely thank Jashieka for leading the Good 
Samaritan Residence this year as our Residential Captain, and I know 
that she will be sorely missed for her hair braiding expertise. It was 
certainly a privilege for the boarding students and staff to enjoy a 
fabulous Christmas celebration with all the Year 12 boarders before 
they depart the Residences that they have been a huge part of over 
the past five years. I am truly proud of them. 
 
On Sunday afternoon, the boarding students will join together to 
celebrate everyone’s birthday at the annual Boarders’ Birthday Party 
at the Indoor Cricket Centre and the evening will finish with a bbq 
dinner and birthday cake. 
 
With the upcoming renovations in the Good Samaritan Residence, 
the girls have been asked to collect all their personal belongings 
from the storage room. As we make room for 12 more beds, we will 
be removing any unclaimed items and having a huge clean up. The 
girls will be required to take all their belongings home at the end of 
the year unless they are returning home via air travel. 

 
It’s hard to believe just how fast 2019 has flown. Here we are in the 
last week of school for the Year 12s as they eagerly anticipate the next 
chapter in their lives. I have been witness to success and failures and 
this is what helps these young boys turn into the men they have 
become. Yes, they will stumble; some may take a while to choose 
which path to take, but I am confident that they shall all eventually 
succeed. Your future is a bit like a game of football; you need a plan or 
tactics in order to achieve your goals, which I am sure that all will do. I 
wish you all the best on your journey. 

It’s definitely a countdown to Graduation and suits, shirts and ties are 
hanging in readiness. This is not only a celebration for the young men 
but also for the families, especially parents, grandparents and 
guardians on a job well done. Enjoy your night on Thursday; it is well 
deserved by all of you. 

On Sunday night we celebrated our Annual Christmas Dinner with the 
girls from the Good Samaritan Residence and invited guests. The 
residences were a hive of activity as we busily prepared food and 
decorated the Dining Room. Everything we seem to do in boarding has 
to be bigger than Ben Hur as we try to top what we did the year 
before. It is always a lot of fun, good food and a special time for our 
departing Yr 12 students. 

Next weekend Boys’ and Girls’ boarding will celebrate all birthdays 
with a Big Birthday Bash at the Indoor Cricket Centre with a BBQ tea, 
cake and activities. 

It is also now time to start thinking about end of year travel. Please 
notify Mrs Burns 0418 782 814 or via email 
mburns@columba.catholic.edu.au  about your child’s travel 
requirements. Sunday 10 November, 2019 will be my last day for this 

term and Michelle Burns and Dan Kyle will be looking after Boys’ 
Boarding in my absence.  

Thank you for entrusting your child into my care. It has been a 
privilege that I am honoured to have had. I wish you all the blessings 
of Christmas and hope you enjoy the holidays with all. Please stay 
safe and I look forward to seeing you all next year. 

If you have any concerns please email me on 
lfuller7@columba.catholic.edu.au or phone or message on 0438 489 
917. 

Llana Fuller 
RESIDENTIAL LEADER - BOYS 

A reminder that there are exams in the last week of school and 
students will not be permitted to complete exams at an earlier time. 
Please make your travel arrangements around these College 
expectations. 
 
I wish you all a wonderful fortnight and with just over two weeks to 
go, we have lots to do and plenty to achieve. 
 
Kind Regards 
Michelle 
RESIDENTIAL LEADER  - GIRLS 
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