
Residential News 

Dear Parents and Caregivers,  
 
Last week, Mrs Candi Dempster and I had the good fortune of participating in the 
College’s annual Western Tour. It was a great week, travelling 42 kilometres short of 
3000. It was a great opportunity to visit many of the western and Gulf country Catholic 
and State schools, catching up with many prospective students who are looking to 
attend boarding school over the next couple of years. Furthermore, it was great to 
catch up with many existing families either at a school or over a meal in a local 
restaurant or hotel. It is always a pleasure and an honour to meet families in their own 
regional centres. 
 
Whilst on the Western and Gulf country tour, Mr and Mrs Whelan of Karumba supplied 
the residences with adoption kits for two Barramundi. This means that our students 
will be able to name their allocated Barramundi fingerling and track its growth at the 
Barramundi Discovery Centre. Essentially the boarding community will now act as co-
parents for their new babies.   
 
Next week, on Monday 17 August, Ms Madeleine Carter (Year 7 & 8 Pastoral Leader) 
and I will travel to Hughenden to talk to the students and staff of St Francis School. We 
hope to catch up with as many of our Hughenden families while we are out there as 
well. 
 
On Thursday 20 August, Columba will be hosting its annual Taste of Boarding. 
Prospective students will arrive in Boarding at approximately 3.00pm and will stay the 
night with our existing boarders. The students will taste a typical day in Boarding and 
will participate in a range of activities that will be organised by the Residential Leaders 
of their respective campuses. The Zorb balls are always a hit – literally! The next day 
the students will participate in the Taste of Secondary and again will be involved in a 
range of classes and activities that will give them an insight to school life in a secondary 
boarding school. 
 
COVID-19 rules and stipulations are still in place and the importance of adhering to 
these restrictions cannot be emphasised enough. I do acknowledge that many people 
may be COVID-19 weary but I will say that our students and staff have shown 
tremendous patience, understanding and resilience. What a wonderful group of people 
they have been and continue to be! 

 
Regards, 
  

 
 
Dan Kyle 
DEPUTY PRINCIPAL - 
PASTORAL/RESIDENTIAL 
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Shine at Columba 

 

 
There has definitely been a change of pace this term compared to 
last term, to the point that we almost forgot how busy the 
afternoons could be. As busy as it may be, it is great to see that 
the girls have once again taken up the extracurricular 
opportunities that the College offers including school sports, 
numerous clubs and local community sports. 
 
Residential Life Skills this fortnight included laundry care where 
staff spoke to the girls in each year level in regards to all things 
relating to laundering clothes such as reading clothes’ tags, special 
care and what products to use in all different circumstances. 
 
Due to such busy afternoons during the week, the girls have the 
option to enjoy a slower pace on the weekends with activities 
such as craft and cooking. There have also been opportunities to 
enjoy the great outdoors with picnic lunches to the Weir or 
playing and dancing on the ovals. Touch football, netball and 
soccer are always a favourite pastime for girls of all ages. 
 
This weekend the girls are looking forward to going to Townsville 
for a shopping trip and lunch on the Strand. They will also be 
learning different craft skills and cooking. 
 
Just a reminder that permission forms for the Airlie Beach Long 
Weekend are due in on Friday 14th August. This is not a 

Camp & Recreation Centre. Friday is a pupil free day for the 
students. This is an optional weekend away. A permission slip 
and medical form have been emailed to all parents/guardian 
with the cost. Boarders who do not wish to attend will need to 
organise leave with their parents. 
 
Here’s to a continued strong term which is certainly going  to be 
a busy one. 
 
If you have any concerns, please email me on 
lfuller7@columba.catholic.edu.au or phone or message on 0438 
489 917. 

Llana Fuller 
RESIDENTIAL LEADER - BOYS 

Week four and the term for some is passing by fast, with extra 
training for Miners and Bulls, as well as School Football, Touch 
and Athletics.  Training schedules are quite heavy and students 
must prioritize so that they manage their study/school 
commitments.  
 
In the two residences we have been working on our 
Residential Life Skills. 
 
Ryan Residence- House Parents delivered a talk on financial 
literacy and what this means for them. This will also be posted 
on their Google Classroom, which will enable them to ask 
further questions. Ryan has also started to assemble the 
vegetable boxes so that we can start our garden outside of 
Ryan Residence and use our produce for cooking on the 
weekend.  
Comerford - Boarders were set a task to plan and budget for 
the weekend meal, taking into consideration healthy eating 
choices and why. They have also contributed to the Residential 
vegetable garden by building the scarecrow that will reside in 
this area. Our next stage is to build and paint a tyre minion in 
which to plant our potatoes. 
 
There is certainly never a dull moment in boarding and 
planning is well underway for our Boarders’ Long Weekend 
Camp which is on Friday 4th September to Sunday 6th 
September. We will be going to Apex Camp Magnetic Island 

compulsory camp, however, numbers will be finalised after 
this date. If your daughter is not attending this camp, leave 
must be organised with family, preferably with parents. Please 
contact me if you require further information in regards to 
this weekend. 
 
Have a great fortnight. 
Kind Regards 
 
Michelle Burns  
RESIDENTIAL LEADER– GIRLS 
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