
 

Residential News 

Dear Parents, Caregivers, Staff and Students, 
 
Last week, Mrs Dempster and I travelled to Richmond for a Meet 
and Greet with current and prospective families.  It was a lovely 
evening enjoyed by all.  It was also great to catch up with some 
past students whilst out there and it was delightful to hear them 
talk about Columba Pride.  I would also like to extend my thanks 
to the Lillyman family for their fantastic hospitality at the Federal 
Palace Hotel.  
 
Last Saturday night Columba Boarding hosted its annual        
Christmas dinner.  It was great to see the students and staff 
dressed up in their good casual attire.  The food was divine to the 
palate and the atmosphere was full of a good cheer.  What a  
wonderful night enjoyed by all.  Thank Mrs Fuller and Mrs Burns 
for all the work in seeing the event through to fruition.  
 
This week the boarding students voted on the Residential        
Captains and Vice-Captains.  Lilly Duddy and Bryson Steele were 
voted in as the Residential Captains and Georgia Kirkwood and 
Lawsen Ford were voted in as Residential Vice-Captains.  This year 
the College decided to include Residential Vice-Captains as part of 
the school student leadership team so as to increase the breadth 
and depth of leadership within the boarding community.  I am 
highly confident that the team will work well together in serving 
their respective residences.  I would also like to extend my most 
sincere thanks to the outgoing Residential Captains, Isabelle 
Ahern and Heath Treacy.  They have done a sterling job.  We wish 
you all the very best in your future endeavours. 
 
Next Tuesday is Awards Night.  Due largely to COVID-19           
restrictions, it will be held at the Iona Centre on the Mount     
Carmel Campus.  It will be great to see many of our boarders  
receive awards and prizes in areas such as academic excellence, 
cultural and sporting.  The Residential Captains speeches are  
always well-received by the night’s attendees. 
 
Following Awards night is Graduation (Thursday, 19 November). 
This event, too, will be held at the Mount Carmel Campus,      
commencing at 5.30pm with the Graduation Liturgy followed by 
the official Graduation Dinner.  I wish everyone attending this 
event, especially the graduating students, a very enjoyable night.  

I also wish the Year 12 boarders all the best in the future.  
Columba is now a richer place as a result of you being here. 
 
Regards 

 

12 November 2020 

Dan Kyle 

DEPUTY PRINCIPAL—PASTORAL/RESIDENTIAL 



The best time of the year is here!  This is a special time in boarding 
as we engage in celebrations and farewells.  After spending two 
weeks in isolation, we welcomed Santa’s little helper, “Elf on the 
Shelf,” back again this year to check on how everyone has been 
going throughout the year.  Over the past week, he has been a 
little mischievous but is the morning’s highlight to see what he has 
been up to overnight. (Hmmm…) 
 
The past fortnight has seen three major end of year boarding 
events come to fruition commencing with the Boarders’ Birthday 
Party where everyone’s birthday over the past year was             
celebrated.  This event was held at the local pool which included 
inflatable climbing devices, a fabulous mud cake and all the fun 
that goes with birthday parties. 
 
The Boarders’ Christmas party was the next event.  Once again, 
the Dining Room looked a lot like Christmas, the food was           
absolutely delicious and the atmosphere was fantastic. The      
students really enjoyed the night.  
 
Finally, we celebrated the last Chapel with the Year 12 girls      
followed by the giving of Kris Kringle gifts, the yearly slide show 
and a little Xmas supper.  We are very proud of their achievements 
and for being resilient in completing Year 12 throughout this    
uncertain and crazy year.  Congratulations and a big thank you to 
Isabelle Ahern, Brydie Coward, Neeve Gallagher, Charlize Griffiths, 
Maddison Jones, Bethany Marsterson, Moaranni Sam and Sherry 
Singh.  We sincerely thank Isabelle Ahern for her leadership 
throughout the year as Residential Captain and it is important to 
acknowledge that behind every successful leader is a wonderful 
team and I cannot thank this particular group enough for their 
passion, input, engagement and overall commitment to the Good 
Samaritan Residence.  I can honestly say that these girls have been 
an amazing help to staff and wonderful role models for all the girls 
who live in the residence.  We wish them all the best as they move 
into the next exciting chapter of their lives. 
 
Over the next fortnight, the focus remains on study as students 
head into exams and complete final drafts of assessments.  The 
students are continually encouraged to seek assistance from     
tutors and teachers, and attend Assessment Help should they 
need to. 
 
A reminder to  parents/guardians to please advise me by the end 
of next week of the travel arrangements for your children for the 
end of term.  We will be organising for the College buses to      
travel to Mt Surprise, Richmond and Townsville, however, this will 
greatly depend on numbers of students who wish to utilise this 
service. 
 
I wish you all a great fortnight. 

 
Michelle Burns 
Girls’ Residential Leader 
 
 
 

RESIDENTIAL LEADER REPORT - GIRLS 



It’s hard to believe just how fast 2020 has flown by.  Here we are in 
the last week of school for the Year 12’s as they eagerly anticipate 
the next chapter in their lives.  I have been witness to success and 
failures and this is what helps these young boys turn into the men 
they have become.  Yes, they will stumble; some may take a while 
to choose which path to take, but I am confident that they will all 
succeed.  I wish you all the best on your journey. 

It’s definitely a countdown to Graduation and suits, shirts and ties 
are hanging in readiness.  This is not only a celebration for the 
young men but also for the families, especially parents,            
grandparents and guardians on a job well done.  Enjoy your night 
on Thursday; it is well deserved by all of you. 

We have celebrated all boarders’ birthdays with a day at The 
Strand, with a BBQ lunch and cake, this term seems to be one long         
celebration. 

On Sunday night we celebrated our Annual Christmas Dinner with 
the girls from the Good Samaritan Residence and invited guests. 
The residences were a hive of activity as we busily prepared food 
and decorated the Dining Room.  Everything we seem to do in 
boarding has to be bigger than Ben Hur as we try to top what we 
did the year before.  It is always a lot of fun, good food and         
exceptional company. 

We still have some tasks to complete before the end of the school 
year and students in Yr 7 - Yr 10 have assessments and exams. 

It is also now, with much pleasure that we announce the Residential 
Captain and Vice Captain.  I am sure that both students will work 
together as a Team and have much to give to the other students 
and staff.  Residential Captain - Bryson Steele and Vice Captain - 
Lawsen Ford.  Congratulations and well done to you both and I look 
forward to working with you both in the upcoming year. 

Thank you must go to Heath Treacy the outgoing Residential       
Captain and it was certainly a pleasure to work with him.  Thank 
you Heath for your positive contribution to boarding. 

This Monday night we have our final Chapel for the Yr 12’s to say 
Farewell and Thank you, from all of us in the residences. 

It is also now time to start thinking about end of year travel.   Please 
advise if your child will be using one of the buses we send to Mt 
Surprise, Richmond or Townsville.  If you are collecting your child, 
please advise day and time.  This helps us to organise our rosters. 

To the departing Yr 12’s and families, Thank you for entrusting your 
child into my care.  It has been a privilege that I am honoured to 
have had.  I wish you all the blessings of Christmas and hope you 
enjoy the holidays and the making of memories for the next stage 
of your child's journey.  

If you have any concerns please email me on 
lfuller7@columba.catholic.edu.au or                                              
phone or message on 0438 489 917. 

Llana Fuller 
Boys’ Residential Leader  
 

RESIDENTIAL LEADER REPORT -  BOYS 
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