
Residential News 

Dear Parents/Caregivers, Students and Staff,  

 
What a term this has been thus far in terms of navigating and negotiating our way through a 
plethora of challenges afforded to the College community, region, state and country. I am of 
course referring to the Covide-19 Pandemic. In saying that though, the College has been able to 
successfully work through these challenges in a timely and efficient manner. I sincerely thank 
everybody - staff, students and parents for their understanding, patience, flexibility, resilience 
and efforts thus far.    

With the easing of COVID-19 restrictions, we will look to reintroduce town leave as soon as 
practicable. Normal weekend leave arrangements will also hopefully be reintroduced sooner 
rather than later. We are mindful of the cabin fever syndrome and the mental health of the 
residential students. In saying that though, the residential students as a collective body, have 
been outstanding in following the guidelines and stipulations as endorsed by the Public Health 
Unit.  

The Ryan Chill Art room which is located to the rear of the Ryan Residence (formerly the old gym) 
is near fruition. This will be a great place for those who seek a quiet spot to relax and engage in 
activities such as art and small projects. Mrs Fuller and her team are to be congratulated for their 
efforts in seeing this project through to fruition. Mr Paxton from the Grounds Department has 
also been very kind in helping with the renovations. Thank you Mr Paxton. 

For the next 2 weeks, the College menu will be reviewed by Household staff, Residential staff and 
students. Each day, staff and students will be sent an electronic survey to complete. 
Furthermore, the existing menu will be reviewed and analysed (nutritional wise) by our senior 
Hospitality class. The feedback from the survey and the nutritional analysis will enable the 
Household team to formulate a new menu that all key stakeholders have had input to.      

This term, we welcome Ms Kristine Jonsson and Mrs Tracey Redgwell to Columba Boarding.  Both 
ladies have a wide range of experiences and skill sets that will only enhance the quality and 
richness of life experiences for our boarders. Both ladies have informed me that they are 
enjoying their new roles in the school as they get to know their young charges. I wish them every 
success in their new found careers.  

I wish everyone a great fortnight. 

Regards 

 

 

 
 
Dan Kyle 
DEPUTY PRINCIPAL - 
PASTORAL/RESIDENTIAL 
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Shine at Columba 

 

 
I totally agree, this term is different to what we have ever had to 
experience but…... 
 
This is what it is really like living in the Covid-19 world of the Good 
Samaritan Residence through the eyes of the Year 12 girls. 
 
Isabelle:  It has allowed me to get more involved with other girls and 
also to get to know them more too. The time spent in dorms due to 
Covid-19 has provided  many opportunities while others closed.  
 
Maddie: When the number of people in dorms was restricted it 
allowed me to improve relationships with people who I wouldn't 
normally talk to.  
 
Charlize:  Living in the COVID-19 world in dorms has given me a 
chance to step up and help out the dorm staff with the other students 
as well as connecting with people I don’t usually associate with.  
 
Brydie:  Being in boarding during the time of COVID-19, I have been 
able to spend more time with some of the juniors playing board games 
and catching up on holiday stories. I have also taken the time to 
realise what I am grateful for, such as playing sports, seeing friends 
and being able to participate in other activities within the College 
community.  
 
The girls have not been confined to the four walls of the residence 
and in fact we have encouraged them to enjoy the outdoors more, 
inhale the fresh air and go for walks. It has been a time to get to know 
each other on a more personal level, talk to those we generally just 

run. For staffing arrangements, if we could know the date and time 
of pick ups,  this certainly helps us coordinate around the normal 
residential routine. 

If you have any concerns, please email me on 
lfuller7@columba.catholic.edu.au or phone or message on 0438 489 
917. 

Llana Fuller 
RESIDENTIAL LEADER - BOYS BOARDING 

I know the countdown has started for the students with just over 
two weeks until they go home. Now is certainly the time to 
ensure that all assessments are handed in on time and to seek 
further help if needed. We have ‘Homework Help’ available 
Thursday afternoon as well as tutors in study to help the boys. 

We are all certainly hoping for further easing of restrictions but 
everyone has coped remarkably well. This weekend will see the 
students able to go up town on Saturday morning and I'm sure 
they are all looking forward to this. 

The Kelly Recreation area has certainly been beneficial to the 
students’ well-being and mental health as an area to chill out and 
play table tennis and pool. The TV is starting to be used now that 
football has commenced and this has certainly bought a new 
lease of energy to the residences. During this time, meal 
preparation and cooking has been an outlet for some students 
and they have enjoyed learning this skill. 

On Thursday Mr Phillips will be taking the Year 9/10 students to 
the Grease Monkey shed to do 101 mechanics, changing a tyre, 
what are the different components of an engine and how to 
service a vehicle. It is appreciated the time he is giving to the 
students with a life skill that will benefit them in the future. 

Now is also the time to let us know of your travel plans for the 
end of term, so we can anticipate what buses are needed on each 

walk past, see what the dormies really do each afternoon as they 
run from end to end helping girls, answering their requests, 
patching up sores and hearts, the list is endless. Learning 
different cooking skills and crafts has been amazing and there has 
been something for everyone. Of course, if the choice is to 
snuggle up in bed and relax, that option is there too. 
 
With every negative, there is a positive, and for the girls of the 
Good Samaritan Residence, we have relished our time to get to 
know each other and extend our skills and thinking outside the 
box. You only have to see the junior girls giggling and having fun 
playing soccer each afternoon to know that they are OK. 
 
Thank you to all students, parents, guardians and staff for your 
patience and understanding as we have travelled this journey 
together. 
 
Michelle Burns 
RESIDENTIAL LEADER - GIRLS BOARDING 

mailto:lfuller7@columba.catholic.edu.au

