
Residential News 

Dear Parents/caregivers, students, staff and friends of Columba, 
 
At the time of writing this article for the Residential Newsletter, there are only two 
weeks remaining for the school term. There is still a lot happening including school 
camps for Years 8 & 9, School Formal and the finals for school Rugby League and 
Netball. This is all in addition to working through the rigors of the academic agenda 
for which all students must remain committed to if they are to realise their full 
potential as a student of Columba Catholic College. 
 
Over the Long Weekend of 5-6 September the boy boarders went to Magnetic Island 
where they engaged in a range of recreational activities including kayaking, paddle 
boarding, fishing, touch footy, a trivia night and swimming. Their female 
counterparts travelled to Airlie Beach where they had the opportunity to relax in the 
sun, cycle and spend a considerable amount of time in the Big 4 waterpark.  Thank 
you Mrs Burns and Mrs Fuller for all of your efforts in seeing your respective camps 
come to fruition. From what I have been told and witnessed it was a huge success.  
 
As per usual school routine, the College intends running buses to Richmond, Mount 
Surprise and Townsville at the end of term (Friday 18 September). If you intend 
utilising this service, can you please contact Michelle Burns (Girls’ Boarding) and or 
Llana Fuller (Boys’ Boarding) by Tuesday 15 September. This is necessary so that 
appropriate transport arrangements can be made. For College arranged end of term 
travel to proceed, there must be sufficient interest and subsequent uptake of this 
service.  
 
In the very near future Columba Boarding will be introducing a new initiative called 
Boarder Connect. Essentially this means that Houseparents and Residential Leaders 
will be responsible for overseeing a group of students in terms of their wellbeing and 
academic progress. A part of this segment will require boarding students 
undertaking regular wellbeing surveys which will assist the College in providing 
better support for their students. This means that staff will monitor and assist their 
allocated students in a more intensive way so that all boarders have the opportunity 
to realise their aspirations and have that sounding board and mentor who they can 
regularly access.  
   
Regards, 

  
 
 
 
 
 
Mr Dan Kyle 
Deputy Principal (Pastoral & Residential) 
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Shine at Columba 

 

 
Having some fun in the sun!  Relaxing!  Laughing!  Building relationships! Friendships!  
Working together! Enjoying the sea breeze.   
Feet in the sand. A weekend away from the “set” routine of boarding life.  

 

This captures the elements of what made the Girl’s Boarding Camp at Airlie Beach a great 
success. 

 

Pictures say 1000 words and to see the smiles on the girls faces, and House Parents, was 
enough to know that they had a fantastic time. The girls had the opportunity to do as little 
or as much as their heart desired. Whilst the younger girls spent all their time on the slides 
and in the pool, the older girls divided their time between these activities and relaxing. 
The girls felt very privileged to have welcomed Mrs Dempster and Julian as they  joined us 
over the weekend.  A big thank you to the year 12 girls Isabelle, Neeve, Maddison and 
Bethany who were an enormous support to the attending House Parents from cooking to 
cleaning and being an extra support for the younger boarders.  

 

Weekends such as this are really underestimated when you consider the value and 
benefits of building relationships between staff and students. Hopefully, students gain the 
understanding that House Parents have a job to do in the boarding house and there has to 
be routines and rules or it just doesn’t work. But seeing each other in a different light 
provides opportunities to get to know each other better and form stronger connections. 

 

Michelle Burns 
RESIDENTIAL LEADER - GIRLS 

 The Boarding Long Weekend Camp is done for another year and I 
think we can tick off a successful event. 
 

We departed early Friday morning to catch our ferry ride to the 
island and the weather did not disappoint. We arrived to settle in 
and have lunch and then onto our first adventure of kayaking and 
stand up paddle boarding at Picnic Bay. Conditions were slightly 
rough but this just added to the adventure. Some boys were lucky 
enough to see a stingray and turtle when they were kayaking. 
 

I think a highlight for most boys was the food, as they all 
commented on it and looked forward to each meal to see what we 
would be having. Day 2 rolled around with an Amazing race and 
then the Beach Olympics and their competitive nature came into 
play. 

 

We eagerly awaited the arrival of Mr Kyle with our fishing gear and 
whilst some fished off the pier and hauled in some great catches 
others swam and played in the ocean. That night we followed up 
with a Trivia night with some great prizes and announced 
recipients of MVP of the Camp and some runner up prizes. Bryson 
Steele was our MVP, this was awarded for always helping, on time, 
active participation and camp spirit. Brendan Kelly was another 
stand out of the camp and was hotly on Bryson heels. 
The next day was a trip to Horseshoe Bay and the beach markets 
and then lunch and preparing for our journey home. We arrived 
back exhausted but had a fun time. 
 

It’s not long to go now and assessments and exams are happening 
over the next two weeks. We also have the Year 8 and Year 9 
students going on a camp to Marybank in the last week. All camps 
are important to your child’s development at school, it is also a 
chance for them to interact with House Parents and Teachers 
under different circumstances and this helps build relationships. 
 

Departure times and dates are needed for the end of the week and 
if you can also let me know if your child is travelling on the 

Townsville, Mt Surprise or Richmond Bus by no later than Tuesday 
15.09.2020 and have this paid through the accounts department. We 
need to organise drivers, buses and trailers. 

 

If you have any concerns, please email me on 
lfuller7@columba.catholic.edu.au or phone or message on 0438 489 
917. 
 
Llana Fuller 
RESIDENTIAL LEADER - BOYS’ 
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