
Residential News 

Dear Parents and Caregivers, 
 
2020 has started off relatively smoothly. I take great satisfaction in 
seeing our continuing students return and be ready for another year 
of academic rigor, coupled with some great extra-curricular activities 
that will be on offer. It is also gratifying to see new students  coming 
together for the first time to live in a communal environment. I have 
noted already that some friendships are starting to form. It is at a 
boarding school such as this that some great life -long friendships are 
formed, and sustained long term. 
 
This year, Columba has employed four GAP students to work in both 
the day and residential components of the school. Ashley Porter, 
Kayla Hewitt, Dewald Heenop and Augustine Ricketts arrived at 
Columba on 25 January from South Africa. They will add another 
dimension to the rich culture we have already at the school. They are 
truly excited to be here and are extremely keen to become involved 
in the school and wider community.  In addition to employing the 
GAP students, the College welcomes Wesley Smith to the Boys’ 
Residential team. Wesley brings a diverse range of skills to the team.  
 
One of the areas identified in the College’s Boarding External Quality 
Review was the need for a greater student voice. Already Isabelle 
Ahern and Heath Treacy in their respective roles as Residential 
Captains, have delivered a presentation to the College’s residential 
community on their vision for boarding in 2020. Isabelle and Heath 
will also chair their respective Boarder Representative Committees 
and will take the collective student voice to the Residential Leaders 
(Mrs Burns and Mrs Fuller) to engage with any concerns or issues 
that the student body would like addressed. 
 
The first weekend was a ‘Closed Weekend’ which was an opportunity 
for the College’s residential students and Houseparents to bond and 
build on new and existing relationships. Last weekend, the boarders 
travelled to Townsville to spend a day at the Townsville Barra Farm. 
From what I witnessed and heard about, the students had a great 
time. A big thank you to all who helped organise this event. 
 
Due to the increase in boarding numbers, the College has increased 
the number of beds in the Girls’ residence. The builders were 
certainly very busy over the holidays in preparation for 2020. The 

College now has a waiting list for Girls’ Boarding and we have 
future students already booked in for 2021 and 2022. Columba is a 
very exciting place to be at the moment. 
 
A new initiative for 2020 is the Kelly Block Recreational Area. This 
facility will be a break-out area for the boarders and will have table 
tennis tables, an air hockey table, pool table, games machines, and 
handball courts. The recreational area will also have a number of 
chairs & tables, bean bags and a television so that College’s young 
charges have all the comforts of home.  
 
Due to the increase in numbers in junior Boys’ boarding, the Year 
Nines have now moved to the Ryan South Residence. This means 
that the year 9’s and 10’s will be in Ryan South and the Year 11’s  
& 12’s in Ryan North. The Comerford Residence will house the Year 
6 to 8 students. 
 
Over the course of the next couple of weeks, the REACH program is 
being rolled out. Last year, the residential staff used various 
components of the program to address the internal activities of 
the residences, but it will now extend to the leave component as 
well. As children apply for leave using the REACH program, 
parents/caregivers will be notified and asked to approve leave or 
disallow leave.  
 
If there are any issues in regards to approving/disallowing leave, 
please contact either Michelle Burns (phone: 0418782814 or 
email: mburns1@columba.catholic.edu.au) or Llana Fuller  (phone: 
0438489917, or email:lfuller7@columba.catholic.edu.au). 
 
Regards, 
  
 
 
 
 

 
 
   Dan Kyle 
   DEPUTY PRINCIPAL -  
   PASTORAL/RESIDENTIAL 


