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Dear Columba Families, 
 
Welcome back to Term 2.  
 
The Easter season in the Catholic Church is the most important 
liturgical season in the Church’s calendar, even more important than 
the Christmas season. It doesn't end, however, after Easter Sunday, as 
it continues for another 50 days up until Pentecost Sunday on 
23 May. 
 
The Paschal Candle remains lit in the church during the Easter 
season, as we continue to reflect and celebrate the 
resurrection of Jesus. So, we can continue saying Happy Easter 
and receive Communion in the Easter season, right up until 
that time. 
 
The flurry of activity across the College has certainly shown that 
students, staff and families were ready and prepared to return to a 
term full of learning and co curricular activities.   Year 7 and 9 Camps 
are currently away and experiencing the Columba Camping and 
Retreat program that begins in Year 5. These camping experiences 
push personal and social boundaries for students and enable them to 
grow in ways they never thought they were capable of. ANZAC Day 
with the Dawn Service and March was another testament to the pride 
and spirit that the College shows in so many ways. The attendance and 
participation of so many students and families was wonderful to see. 
Our students in scouts, cadets and bands represent the breadth of 
commitment and pride we show to the community. 
Today we celebrate our annual Country Music Festival, with best 
dressed competitions, performances and lots of fun across both 
Campuses. The Country Music Float procession down Gill Street is 
something not to miss and I look forward to seeing many families in 
town to see their children and friends on the Columba float. The 
theme of ‘Aussie Mateship’ will be evident! 
 
Next week, Columba Cattle club members will attend Beef Week in 
Rockhampton. This experience will enable them to see the industry 
and its innovations first hand, with career exploration and educational 

experiences in judging being part of the week. Agriculture and 
cattle is a big part of the curriculum at Columba, and we look 
forward to the reviews and information brought back by 
students to enrich our Agriculture program even more. 
 
I remind parents that the Columba backpack is now 
compulsory. Please review your child’s backpack and purchase 
the Columba backpack as soon as possible. 
 
Enrolments for 2022 have begun in earnest, with many 
interviews held and applications being received. I urge families 
to submit enrolments now across the year levels, to secure 
your place for 2022. 
 
Best wishes for the fortnight ahead. 

 
 

 
 

 

 
Candi Dempster 

PRINCIPAL 

COURAGE  |  COMMITMENT  |  COMPASSION 

CSPA MEETING 

6.00pm 

Monday 10th May 

SM Campus Staffroom 

ALL WELCOME 



Name:        Marie Coleman 

Hometown:      Derbyshire, UK                     

Position:  Curriculum Leader - English            

Favourite Foods:    An English Stew 

Hobbies:     Running, cycling, swimming, walking, just being outside moving!  

 

 

 

WEEK 1 -SEEKING PEACEFUL SOLUTIONS TO PROBLEMS 

Prep  Jack Mounter  

Year 1  Audrey Bennetto 

Year 2  Eden-Rose Naughton 

Year 3  Reece Taylor 

Year 4  Blade Milton 

Year 5  Isabella Grant 

Year 6  Baylee Kerr  

 
 

WEEK 2 - CONGRATULATING OTHERS WHEN THEY ARE SUCCESSFUL 

Prep  Nicholas Germano 

Year 1  Elsie Bennetto  

Year 2  Clare Brady 

Year 3  Lane McCabe 

Year 4  Lilly Lavery 

Year 5:  Mikayla Gleeson 

Year 6:  Chloe Archer 

Year 11 
Caitlin Cronin 
Tanika Hedges 
Cassandra McIntosh 
Portia Rontaunay 
Remy Seesink 
Meghan Stevenson 
Tamika Truong 
Hayley Zadow 
 
Year 12 
Naveah Ambrym 
Kolby Amos 
Jessie Baumgarten 
Elle Beare 
Emmanuel Boref 
Ethan Bredden 
Kieran Burns 
Jack Davidson 
Morgan Day 
Lily Duddy 
Lawsen Ford 
Salvin George 
Georgia Kirkwood 
Charlie Kruger 
Lucy O'Keefe 
Olivia Stevenson 
Toby Turnbull 
Isabel Zarate 
 

Year 9 

Holly Battle 

Cody Bourke 

Casey Butler 

Erin Day 

Bella Duddy 

Matthew Hewlett 

Madison Jesberg 

Maddison Knuth 

Sophia Lyons 

Ananya Pujar 

Grace Taylor 

Clarice Young 

 

Year 10 

Ron Denton 

Ava Godier 

Maya Ives 

Maddison Johansson 

Lindsay Kirkwood 

Beau Lavery 

Josephine Muston 

Jessica Rose 

Mea Telford 

RESPECT FOR LEARNING: OUTSTANDING APPLICATION TO WORK DURING TERM ONE 
 
Year 7 

Dallas Douglas 

Sienna Fagan 

Jet Ives 

Kai Lindsay 

Ella MacPherson 

Grace Scholes 

Isla Scott 

Sally Sproat 

Chantel Wilson 

Stacey Yeo 

 

Year 8 

Callum Bartschat 

Charlotte Coggan 

Layla Ford 

Grace Kuhl 

Justice Langtree 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Dear Parents and Caregivers 

 

I would like to welcome back our existing families and extend a special 
welcome to new students who started on the St. Mary’s campus this 
term.  On our first day back parents took the opportunity to discuss 
their child’s Term 1 progress with teachers at the Parent/Teacher 
reporting evening.  If you were unable to attend the evening, I 
encourage you to make a time with your child’s teacher to review their 
progress during Term 1.  
 

It was affirming to see so many of our students getting involved in this 
year’s Cross Country event.  Our Preps were given great 
encouragement by the older students and everyone who ran on the 
day took House points for their participation.  Congratulations to Rice 
House, the winners of the carnival and we wish those students selected 
for the Inter-School Carnival the best of luck on Friday, 7th May.   It was 
exciting to have our students return to school sport last term.  Our girls’ 
Netball and boys’ Rugby League teams had a short season followed by 
their respective gala days.  Both teams played extremely well with the 
rugby league team winning the primary school trophy. Season 2 sport is 
Touch Football and students will nominate for representation in both 
boy’s and girl’s teams.  Touch Football kicks off on Friday, 14th 
May.  Another event that the students look forward to is the Country 
Music Festival that starts this Friday.  Leading into the celebrations, our 
students have been asked to wear their best country attire and parade 
before the judges for Best Dressed Boy and Girl.  Following the parade 
each class will perform in our own country music concert.  Later that 
evening, our school float will participate in the street parade.   The float 
has been decorated in this year’s theme of ‘Aussie Mateship’ and is 
ready to take pride of place in Gill Street.  If your child is participating in 
the parade please drop them off behind Elizabeth Park (Hodgkinson 
Street end) by 5.00pm.  While Covid 19 caused disruptions to school 
events last year we are certainly seeing many events returning to 
school this year in Covid safe environments.    Other school events 
coming up this term include the Readers’ Cup challenge, Questacon 
(Science show), RACQ Streets Ahead program and our Founders’ Day 
Colour Run.   
 

During Term 1, students in Years 3, 5, 7 & 9 have been preparing for 
Naplan Online testing. For our primary students, the testing window 
opens on Tuesday, 11th May with their Writing test.  The Year 3 
Writing test is a paper test.  This is the only year level that sits a paper 
test and only in writing.  The remaining tests in Year 3 and all other 
year levels will complete Naplan testing in online forums.  NAPLAN 
tests are constructed to give students an opportunity to demonstrate 
skills they have learnt over time through the school curriculum, and 
NAPLAN test days should be treated as just another routine event on 
the school calendar. Teachers ensure that students are familiar with 
the test formats and will provide appropriate support and guidance. 
The best way you can help your child prepare for NAPLAN is to reassure 
them that NAPLAN tests are just one part of their school program, and 
to advise them to simply do the best they can on the day.  A full 
timetable will be released in coming days.  
 

School officers across the college have recently participated in Cued 
Articulation professional development sessions.  Cued articulation is a 
set of visual signs, cued with hand gestures to raise sound awareness 
skills; for example the ‘th’ sound is formed when the tongue is placed 

at the back of the top row of teeth.  This cueing system is 
particularly useful to those who may be having difficulty 
articulating certain sounds.  Teachers in our early years classrooms 
receive this training each year.   By providing training for our 
school officers, we are able to develop a wider support base for 
our students and their learning, especially in small groups and 
when working one-on-one with students.  
 
The next stage of the wellbeing and resilience program recently 
delivered to students, teachers and parents (The Ripple Program) 
will be rolled out on 6th May.   Using the data gathered in the first 
session, students and teachers will engage in a number of activities 
including classroom visits, whole school video presentations and 
staff development to identify the challenges to wellbeing and 
resilience faced by the students and begin to build a solid 
foundation to help support the students with their resilience and 
self-esteem.  We look forward to working with the research staff 
from Western Sydney University who are conducting the 
workshops and developing the resources to support this evidence 
based project. 
 
Mother’s Day is around the corner and we look forward to 
celebrating again the wonderful work of our mothers, 
grandmothers and those who act as mothers to our students.  Our 
mothers are invited to join in a liturgy in the Undercover area on 
Thursday, 6th May at 8.35am.  After prayer, we invite our mums to 
stay on for classroom visits and morning tea.    
 
We are looking forward to a very busy Term 2, with many 
opportunities on offer for our students to get involved and have 
fun while learning. 

 
 
 
Joanne Andrews 
DEPUTY PRINCIPAL - ST MARY’S CAMPUS 
 

NAPLAN TIMETABLE 

Date First session 
 9.00 – 10.00 

Second session 
 11.00 – 12.00 

Monday 
10th May 

Test Preparation Day   
  

Tuesday 
11th May 

Year 3 Writing - 40 minutes 
Year 5 Writing - 42 minutes 
  

  

Wednesday 
12th May 

Year 3 Reading - 45 minutes 
Year 5 Reading - 50 minutes 
  

Catch Up Test 

Thursday 
13th May 

Year 3 Conventions of  
Language - 45 minutes 
Year 5 Conventions of  
Language - 45 minutes 

Catch Up Test 

Friday 
14th May 

Year 3 Numeracy - 45 minutes 
Year 5 Numeracy - 50 minutes 

Catch Up Test 

Monday 
17th May 

Catch Up Test 
  

Catch Up Test 



 
 
 We have begun another busy term, in which we will learn about the 

history of our town, forces and gravity as well as using technology to 
display data. We have welcomed a new friend, Jayce, and we are excited 
to have him with us.  
 
As we are still in the Easter season, Year 2 have been talking about being 
grateful for the love, opportunities, and support that we receive in all 
parts of our lives. We have been making connections with stories from 
the Bible, like the Creation story, and discussing how we are co-creators 
with God. We are very grateful for the world that God has given us, and it 
is our plan to help look after the people and places around us. This is how 
Year 2 plan to take care of creation:  
 

 Check in on our friends and make sure they are okay  

 Pick up rubbish around us, even if it isn’t ours  

 Show respect towards our environment and leave it be  

 Apologise for our actions and forgive others for theirs  

 Love God and Love Others - God’s Greatest Commandment  
 
Year 2 have also explored how we live a safe and wonderful life today, 
thanks to the soldiers who have been to battle for our country. For that, 
we are also very grateful. We talked about the ANZAC Spirit that the 
soldiers had, and how we can work hard and help to keep our friends 
safe, just like the soldiers did. It was wonderful to take part in the ANZAC 
March in town this year, and show how thankful we are for these brave 
people.  
 
Toni Pilcher  
YEAR TWO TEACHER 

Well Term 2 is certainly off to a flying start with so many 
events happening. It was great to see some normality 
return to the world after last year with the students 
marching on ANZAC Day and the class is excited about 
all events that occur on Friday with the Country Music 
Festival. 
 
In English, the students have been learning how to write 
narratives using the correct structure and language 
features. Reading groups continue to happen 4 days a 
week and we thank Joan Cox and Jenny Stevenson for 
continuing to volunteer their assistance.  
 
During Mathematics, the class has been learning new 
concepts such as equivalent fractions, perimeter, 
multiplication sums, decimals and percentage. The class 
also continue to focus on their tables and division facts.  
 
Religion lessons have a strong focus on stories of healing 
in the Bible as well as the Sacraments of Healing. 
 
The class is learning more about the Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander cultures in HASS. So far we have 
looked at the large number of different language groups 
which existed before European exploration and what the 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander flags symbolise. 
 
In Science, we are exploring different properties of 
materials. In particular, why are certain materials always 
used for the same product and what features does it 
have.  
 
HPE lessons are currently preparing students for the 
Interhouse Athletics Carnival which will take place on 
the last day of Term 2. During Health lessons, the 
students are learning how Australia is a multicultural 
country and how we are all different, but unique.  
 
Please don’t hesitate to email or see me if you have any 
questions about Term 2. 
 
Gerard Webber 
YEAR FOUR TEACHER 



 

Name:  Aaron Johansson 
 

Occupation/Position in the Community:  Chief Executive Officer, Charters Towers Regional Council 
 

Connection with the College:  My daughter is in Year 10 and my son graduated Year 12 last year  
 

What is your motivation to be a Board Member?  I have significant experience in advising boards 
on financial matters and felt that I could contribute to the wider school community and the Region 
through being involved at Columba 

Shine at Columba 

Columba Catholic College students in Years 3, 5, 7 and 9 will be 

undertaking NAPLAN testing online in May this year (Week 2, Term 2).  

 All students in Years 3, 5, 7 and 9 are expected to participate in NAPLAN 

testing and it is important they attend schools on these days and are 

punctual to school. If students are unwell, when they return, they will be 

required to complete the tests, if this is within the test window.  

YEAR 7 AND 9 NAPLAN TESTS 

The Year 7 and 9 NAPLAN tests will be completed between Tuesday 11th 

May and Friday 14th May.  

Year 7 and 9 Students will use their own ‘bring your own 
device’ to complete the NAPLAN online tests. It is essential 
that students bring a fully charged Laptop to school on each 
of these days. Students will also require the following items of 
equipment: 

 Set of headphones 

 Pencil 
 
More information about NAPLAN Online can be found at the 
following link:  
https://nap.edu.au/online-assessment 
 
Parents are welcome to experience and view what NAPLAN 
Online will look like for their child by visiting the following 
site:  
https://nap.edu.au/online-assessment/public-demonstration-
site 

 
 
 
 
Maria Peck 
DEPUTY PRINCIPAL - ADMINISTRATION 

Date 
Session 1 

Lessons 2&3 
9.25am 

Session 1 
Lessons 2&3 

9.25am 

Session 2 
Lessons 4&5 

11.20am 

Monday  
10th May 

Test Preparation 
Day 

Test Preparation 
Day 

  

Tuesday  
11th May 

Year 7 Reading 
65 minutes 

Year 9 Reading 
65 minutes 

  

Wednesday  
12th May 

Year 7 Writing 
42 Minutes 

Year 9 Writing 
42 Minutes 

Catch Up Test 

Thursday  
13th May 

Year 7  
Conventions of 

Language 
45 minutes 

Year 9  
Conventions of 

Language 
45 minutes 

Catch Up Test 

Friday  
14th May 

Year 7  
Numeracy Test 

65 minutes 

Year 9  
Numeracy Test 

65 minutes 
Catch Up Test 

Monday  
17th May 

Catch Up Test Catch Up Test   

https://nap.edu.au/online-assessment
https://nap.edu.au/online-assessment/public-demonstration-site
https://nap.edu.au/online-assessment/public-demonstration-site


 

Isla Scott 

YEAR 12 ESSENTIAL ENGLISH AND ESSENTIAL MATHEMATICS 
COMMON INTERNAL ASSESSMENT INSTRUMENT 
Year 12 students enrolled in Essential English and Essential 
Mathematics will complete their Common Internal Assessment 
during Phase 2 which will be held between Tuesday 27 April to 
Monday 17th May. It is crucial that students attend school during this 
period as they will be preparing to complete the Common Internal 
Assessment Instruments. Students will compete their Essential 
Mathematics Assessment on Tuesday 11th May and Essential English 
on Wednesday 12th May 2021. It is essential that students attend 
school on these days and complete these assessments. Students who 
have School Based Apprenticeships or attend the Dalrymple Trade 
Training Centre on these days must complete the assessments at the 
scheduled time and therefore will not attend work or the Dalrymple 
Trade Training Centre. 
 
INTERNAL ASSESSMENT INSTRUMENT NUMBER 2 
During week 4, and in particular week 5 (17-21 May 2021) of Term 2, 
Year 11 and 12 students will complete or submit their second internal 
assessment instrument. Exams must be completed on the scheduled 
date and other assessment items submitted on or before the due 
date. 
 
ACCESS ARRANGEMENTS AND REASONABLE ADJUSTMENTS (AARA), 
including illness and misadventure. (Years 7-12) 
Columba Catholic College recognises that some students have 
disability, impairment and/or medical conditions, or experience other 
circumstances that may be a barrier to their performance in 
assessment. Access arrangements and reasonable adjustments 
(AARA) are designed to assist these students. 
 
AARA are provided to minimise, as much as possible, barriers for a 
student whose disability, impairment, medical condition or other 
circumstances may affect their ability to read, respond to or 
participate in assessment. These barriers could be permanent, 
temporary or intermittent. Students may also be eligible for AARA 
where illness and misadventure (i.e. unforeseen circumstances) or 
other situations may prevent them from demonstrating their learning 
and completing assessment tasks. 
 

Students are not eligible for AARA on the following grounds: 

 unfamiliarity with the English language 

 teacher absence or other teacher-related difficulties 

 matters that the student could have avoided (e.g. 
misreading an examination timetable, misreading 
instructions in examinations) 

 matters of the student’s or parent’s/carer’s own 
choosing (e.g. family holidays). 

 
Students who need to apply for AARA must complete the 
‘Access Arrangements and Reasonable Adjustment’ Form, 
available from the College Office. For students in Years 10-12 
relevant detailed documentation must be attached to the 
application. This involves attaching a detailed medical 
certificate or for non-medical claims, written evidence from a 
relevant independent professional or other third party. 
Students in Year 7-9, must attach a medical certificate or a 
detailed note from parents. 
 
POST-CYCLE REVIEW OF NEW QCE PROCESSES 
Following the initial implementation of the new QCE system in 
2019 and 2020, the QCAA is conducting a post-cycle review of 
its processes and procedures. Current Year 11 and 12 students 
and their parents/carers are invited to have their say by 
completing an anonymous online survey by Friday 7 May 2021.  
 
The survey can be accessed at:  
www.qcaa.qld.edu.au/about/initiativesreviews/post-cycle-
review-qce-system. 
 
Maria Peck 
DEPUTY PRINCIPAL - ADMINISTRATION 

Friday May 21 and Saturday May 22 

 

The CCC Debutante Ball is a CSPA fundraiser – and a great community event – and we desperately need your help. 
Set Up – from 8:00 am -12 Friday morning  
General Help during the Ball – from 6.30 – midnight ( Shift times can be varied and as long as you want) 
Clean Up – 9:00 am – 11:00am Saturday Morning  
If you can help in any way please either: 

 Phone the College and leave a message 

 Email tburgoine@columba.catholic.edu.au 

http://www.qcaa.qld.edu.au/about/initiativesreviews/post-cycle-review-qce-system
http://www.qcaa.qld.edu.au/about/initiativesreviews/post-cycle-review-qce-system
mailto:tburgoine@columba.catholic.edu.au


 
Year 8 Food have been cooking 
up  a storm and have made a 
number of dishes to build their 
skills in the kitchen. They then 
followed this up by 
investigating, designing and 
creating a healthy pizza. Some 
of which were extremely 
healthy and were a bit suspect. 
I’m not sure double helpings of 
cheese is healthy? 

 

Year 8 Design - Materials have explored simple machines and 
mechanics. They have looked at how these machines work and are 
used in our everyday lives. They have investigated, designed and 
constructed an article which is able to throw a jelly bean, with a test 
to see which machine could throw the jelly bean the furthest. 
Year 8 Digital Technology students have explored coding and 
working with electronics with the use of Micro:bit. This is a micro 
controller that allows students to write code in either block 
programing or Javascript, to control electronics such as LED lights, 
speakers and other sensors.  
 

Year 7 Fibre are developing skills in the use of Fibre materials to 
create a product. They have learnt to safely use equipment such as 
sewing machines and have explored sustainability in the fibre 
industry. Students have investigated, designed and created a 
reusable bag to solve a real word problem that they have 
determined. 

 
 

Year 7 Design - Materials the use of timber 
and plastics to make products. They have 
developed knowledge of safety in the 
workshop and skills in the use of tools and 
equipment to produce articles made from 
timber and plastic. They also investigated, 
designed and created a storage box to solve a 
real world problem. 
 

Year 7 Digital Technology explored the world 
of robotics using Sphero robots. Spheros are 
ball-like robots that students can either 
control manually or program using block 
coding, python or Javascript. Students first 
learnt to control the Sphero using basic 
programming they designed a program to 
have the robot navigate a maze. 
 
Milton Dempster 
CURRICULUM LEADER - DESIGN & TECHNOLOGY 

 
 

This semester students undertaking Design and Technology courses 
have been busy and have worked hard to complete the projects, 
tasks and assignments they have been assigned. 
 

Building and Construction students have 
constructed timber framed walls and learnt 
how to fix and repair plasterboard. They are 
planning the construction of small concrete 
slabs and will be constructing them over the 
next couple of weeks. Furnishing students 
have constructed small jewellry or keepsake 
boxes and are in the process of constructing 
bedside tables. 
 

Hospitality students have explored aspects of health and safety, food 
preparation and hygiene and how it is important to ensure that food 
is prepared and served safely to ensure customer safety and 
satisfaction. They are planning a catering event, morning tea “on the 
go”, where staff and other students can pre order morning tea from 
a student developed menu. This event exposes Hospitality students 
to the requirements of investigating, designing a menu and the 
collection, collation and preparation of orders.  
 

Information and Communication Technology students have explored 
Graphic Design and Web Page design. They have produced a 
Magazine or movie poster utilizing their knowledge on graphic design 
principles, such as type and typography, negative space and mapping 
the reader's eye. Students continue developing their knowledge and 
skills in graphic design through the development of a website for a 
business, where they also learn to use HTML to write the code for 
the site. 

 

The Engineering Principles and Sustainable Design classes in Year 9 
and 10 are exploring the properties of the wide variety of materials 
they have available to them to construct their projects. Both classes 
have been investigating and designing an item to solve a given 
problem. The workshops are very busy when I visit these classes, 
with students actively involved in tasks. 

 

Students in Food and Fibre classes have also been very active, with 
the food classes exploring ethics of food production and how it has 
an impact on the environment and sustainability. They are also 
investigating and designing a menu for a cultural market stall and will 
be cooking two of the recipes they have investigated.  
Students in the fibre class have explored the concept of fast fashion 

and the ethics in mass production of garments. They are 
investigating the designing and making a cushion that utilizes a range 
of techniques in its creation. 
 



 

Columba Remembers…. 


