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Dear Columba Parents and Friends, 

 

The last fortnight showed the values of courage, commitment and 
compassion with the launch of Project Compassion for the Lenten 
season. The focus for our Project Compassion boxes, and fundraising 
with bake sales and stalls is ‘Be More’. 

 

Congratulations  on the courage and commitment shown by our swim 
team and Year 12 students on their fantastic drought breaking win at 
the Secondary Interschool Swimming Carnival last Friday. Columba 
Pride and humility were truly on show at the carnival, where 
celebrations were held and great sportsmanship and grit were the plays 
of the day. Congratulations to swim captains Charlie Kruger and Kolby 
Amos who led the team, along with the Year 12 students, to a 
wonderful victory.  
 

Primary students engaged in the AFL Gala day and fought hard 
throughout the day, with some students selected for the Charters 
Towers AFL team. A great effort.  
 

St Mary’s and Mt Carmel Campus instrumental music and choir is off to 
a wonderful start, with over 100 students engaging in co-curricular 
music already this term. Our Creative Arts clubs begin in earnest this 
week at Mt Carmel with Choir, Drama, Visual Art and Guitar/Ukulele. 
At the Columba Catholic School Parents (CSPA) AGM on Monday, there 
was a wonderful turn out of parents, face to face and virtually!  

 

Congratulations to the incoming Columba CSPA Executive for 2021.  
Fiona Murray - President; Kate Scharf - Vice President; Erin Bryant - 
Vice President - Events and Mick Kingham - Secretary. I thank Toni 
Cullen for her work as Vice President - Events in 2020. Our CSPA is a 

vibrant community whose sole purpose is to serve students 
better through promoting engaging educational activities, 
fundraising and parent engagement topics. I urge you all to get 
involved and support our CSPA. 

 

Next week, on Thursday 11 March at 5pm, the College Advisory 
Board will hold their AGM in M4, classroom near the library at 
Mt Carmel Campus. This is an open meeting, where any 
interested parents from Prep to Year 12,  can come along, hear 
more about the Board and its purpose, and be considered for a 
position. The positions are : Chairman, Prep to Year 12 day and 
boarding parent positions and Finance Committee Chair and 
Finance Committee membership. There are up to 8 positions on 
the Board available and we welcome all parents to be part of this 
important advisory board. It is a great opportunity to be a 
strategic voice for the College. 

 

A note regarding College backpacks and the phasing in of these in 
2021. I remind parents that these are the preferred backpack and 
I ask that you purchase a College backpack as soon as you can. 

 

We welcome to St Mary’s Campus - Donna Edmondson, who will 
be a Prep school officer in our wonderful Prep classroom; and 
thank Brooke Hamlyn for her work as a school officer over the 
past month. We welcome Kerry Edmondson to the role of Careers 
and VET officer at Mt Carmel Campus, as Billy Sullivan returns to 
his vocational education work in the mines. 

 

I look forward to a fantastic Catholic Schools’ Carnival, with a 
record number of Catholic schools from the Townsville Diocese 
attending to play Netball, Rugby League and Debating over Friday 
night, commencing at 5.30pm and Saturday from 8.00am at Mt 
Carmel Campus. There will be food, drink, great sportsmanship 
and much debate on offer, that is sure to delight. Please make 
time to come along and watch our Facebook page for times for 
games and debates. 

 

Best wishes for the fortnight ahead. 
 
 
 

 
Candi Dempster 
PRINCIPAL 

COURAGE  |  COMMITMENT  |  COMPASSION 



Name:               Margaret Lowerson 
 

Hometown:       Frankston, Victoria 

 

Subjects Taught: Maths and Science 
 

Favourite Foods:  Authentic Chinese and anything with sugary goodness!  

 

Hobbies:    Travelling, walking my dogs, activities outside (walking, riding my bike, etc) 

 

  

WEEK 6 -  RESPECT FOR COLLEGE TRADITIONS: WEARS COLLEGE UNIFORMS  

CORRECTLY AND WITH PRIDE 

Year 7  Dallas Douglas 

Year 8   Charlotte Coggan 

Year 9   Ananya Pujar 

Year 10  Chloe Girdler 

Year 11 Bryce Kingham 

Year 12  Sebastian Sorce 

WEEK 4 - SETTING GOALS AND PUTTING IN MY BEST EFFORT  

 

Prep  Fletcher Strahorn 

Year 1  Nate Williams  

Year 2  Nash Bryant 

Year 3  Isabel Webber 

Year 4  Daniel Brandis 

Year 5  Robert Hando 

Year 6  Dax Schulze  

 
WEEK 5 - STAYING POSITIVE WHEN CHALLENGED 

Prep  Annabelle Sproat 

Year 1  Harry Webb 

Year 2  Alexander Jeffries 

Year 3  Milton King 

Year 4  Tyler Scharf 

Year 5  Clayte Bryant 

Year 6  Acaciah Jepson  

The CSPA AGM was held on Monday night. 
Thank you to all who attended. It was great to 
see such good numbers and some new faces. We 
elected our Executive for 2021 with Fiona 
Murray in as President, Mick Kingham as our 
Secretary, Kate Scharf as our Vice President and 
Erin Bryant as our Vice President Events. Thank 
you to Toni Cullen for her year in the office of 
Vice President Events and welcome to Erin. We 
are looking forward to a wonderful year in 2021 
and welcome all to our meetings. 
 
 
Fiona Murray 
PRESIDENT 
 

An invitation is extended to all young ladies of Year 11 and 12 2021, to make their 

Debut at the Catholic Debutante Ball, Friday May 21, 2021.  Limited numbers are still 

available. 

Please contact Mrs Burgoine at tburgoine@columba.catholic.edu.au for further details. 



 
Dear Parents and Caregivers, 
 
 

Season of Lent 
 
Two weeks ago, staff and students on both campuses experienced 
meaningful Ash Wednesday liturgies as we always do.  Each class 
then changed their prayer cloths to purple to recognise that we are in 
the season of Lent.  But what does this really mean?  The purple is “a 
sombre colour signifying humility and a willingness to repent”, and 
for students it is a constant reminder that we are in this special 
season.  We often hear of the 3 pillars of Lent being Prayer, Fasting 
and Almsgiving.  Historically, people have given up something like 
chocolate or ice-cream as a means of replicating Jesus’ sacrifice and 
particularly, His forty days in the wilderness.  
 
At the recent APRE conference in Townsville that Ms O’Sullivan and I 
attended, a big focus was (and always is) recontextualising our 
understanding of our faith life to ensure it is meaningful to our staff 
and students today.  Essentially – making parts of our Church life, like 
Lent, relatable and purposeful.  
 
Our renewed understanding of Lent is a time of deep reflection 
towards reconciliation and the glory of Easter.  Token acts of giving 
up treats are meaningful only when they are replaced by 
something.  Perhaps the money that would have gone to a sweet 
treat goes into the Project Compassion box instead.  Perhaps the time 
when you would normally indulge can go to supporting someone 
around the house: playing with a sibling, helping do some chores, 
writing a card to Mum or Dad to brighten their day.  If the idea of 
Lent, in an incredibly simplistic form, is to be ready for Easter and try 
to reset our bearings on imitating Jesus, then this can be done with 
simple actions.  Primarily, this is done in the way that we treat 
others.  So I encourage you to take this season of Lent to reconnect 
with each other in simple ways and experience the love of Christ 
together. 

 
As well as purple cloths, one 
symbol of Lent in our schools is our 
Project Compassion box.  Our Mini 
and Teen Vinnies groups have met 
to discuss ways to raise funds for 
this most worthy of causes.  We 
will start with our St Patrick’s Day 
celebrations in a couple of weeks 
with a ‘dress in green’ day and 
bake sale to raise funds.  The 
generosity of our families always 
overwhelms us and I encourage you, when your child comes and 
asks for the few dollars to bring in on these days, to have the 
conversations about where the money is going.  Students view 
videos of communities around the world that are supported by 
Caritas Australia and this understanding of how lucky we are, 
and a willingness to give as a form of social justice is something 
we must continue to instil in our children constantly.  These 
days aren’t about getting a yummy spider or cupcake; our focus 
must always come back to the ‘why’, and that is genuine social 
justice action.  Providing this meaning is a wonderful way for 
you to connect with your children on the importance of 
solidarity with people all around the world.  
  
When we reflect on Lent as a season of drawing closer to Christ, 
the simple acts like a conversation on where our donations go 
or a good deed for one another is more powerful than a month 
and a bit of no chocolate will ever be. 

 
Ryan O’Connor 
ASSISTANT TO THE PRINCIPAL -  
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 
ST MARY’S CAMPUS 



 

Columba was host of the Charters Towers Secondary School 
Swimming carnival this year and boy didn’t we put on a show. The 
day started with some super competitive races in the distance swims 
with some of our young girls blowing their competitors out of the 
water early. Our juniors really set the precedent for the day which 
urged the seniors on. Rarely will you hear such a small group of 
seniors be so vocal, cheering and clapping on every swimmer as they 
gave it their all in the pool. Shortly after the lunch time break, a score 
update was announced and Columba found ourselves on top by a 
mere 7 points.  
 
This small but noticeable lead sparked a fire in the belly of each 
school’s mascot as an impromptu dance battled erupted between a 
bull, a bird and a bulldog. Once the mascots had danced, the 
spectators had eaten and the athletes had rested it was time to get 
into the sprint events. Once again, our junior girls led the way, 
claiming a flurry of firsts and seconds. Following the first two sprints 
was the 200m medley relay. Once again, our athletes showed pure 
grit and determination to achieve. This tenacity was the backbone of 
the squad and it could be felt from the first to the last race. 
 
At the end of the day each school eagerly awaited the final results. 
Firstly, we acknowledged and congratulated some individual efforts. 
Columba’s runners up for the day: Ethan Ford (12 Years boys), Charlie 
Limpus (13 Years girls), Jessica Braes-Polke (14 Years girls), Conner 
Smith (Opens Boys Multiclass) and Charlie Kruger (Opens boys). 
Meanwhile we were proudly represented with a number of age 
champions as well: Sally Sproat (12 Years girls), Azariah Hunter (12 
Years Multiclass boys), Dale Beatty (13 Years girls), Chloe Girdler (15 
Years girls), Riley Amos (15 Years boys), Blake Jackson (16 Years 
multiclass boys), Scarlet Pickering (16 Years Multiclass girls), Isaac 
Neilson (16 Years boys) and Jemima Neilson (Opens girls Multiclass). 
In addition to our runner up and age champions, we had we had 
some individual success in the form of a few records. Azariah Hunter 
(12 Years boys’ Multiclass) broke records in freestyle, breaststroke 
and backstroke and Scarlet Pickering (16 Years girls’ multiclass) broke 
the existing record for breaststroke. Congratulations to all of these 
athletes on their well-earned achievement.  
 
With Columba already having a number of individual podium finishes, 
it was only right that the team got to taste success as well. As the 
boys have significantly less trophies than the girls, the age group 
winners for the boys are acknowledged and we had success in the 
under 12s and under 15s. For the silverware this year, Columba was 
able to bring home four trophies. The Griffiths Memorial Trophy for 
boys’ relays, the Don Doyle Memorial Shield (combined 12, 13, 14 
and 15 Years girls aggregate), A & R Duckworth Trophy (boys 
aggregate) and finally the Althea Norton Shield for combined 
aggregate. A full points break down can be found below.  
 
A big congratulations to all of our squad this year and a big thankyou 
to Lachie Harrison for coaching our squad this year. 
 
Don Doyle Memorial Shield  Rattray Shield   
CCC   281   ASSG  188   
ASSG  213   CCC    76   
BTC    84   BTC    36   
CTSHS    28   CTSHS      5 
 

Morton Cup    Coleman Cup 
ASSG    79   ASSG    401 
CCC    75   CCC                357 
BTC    31   BTC                 120 
CTSHS       5   CTSHS                  33 
 
Griffiths Memorial Relay Trophy A & R Duckworth Trophy 
CCC    81   CCC   349 
ASSG    48   ASSG   277 
BTC    48   BTC    200 
CTSHS    14   CTSHS     87 
 
Aggregate: Althea Norton Shield 
CCC   706 
ASSG    678 
BTC   320 
CTSHS   120 
 
Records: 
Freestyle 
12 Years M/C  A Hunter CCC 2021 1:34.35 
Breast stroke 
12 Years M/C  A Hunter CCC 2021 1:57.44  
16 Years M/C  S Pickering CCC 2021 1:08.27 
Backstroke 
12 Years M/C  A Hunter CCC 2021 1:34.35 
 
Jordan Marty 
SPORTS LEADER 



 



 

A Team Tuition is currently providing CCC residential 
students with the Transformer Prep Program and 
homework help after school! The program is 
designed to improve your child’s confidence, 
motivation, and grades by developing their mindset, 
strategy and support! Some students have 
absolutely excelled in this program and we want to 
feature one student who has gone above and 
beyond! 
 
This fortnight we would love to give some special 
recognition to Year 7 student, Isla Scott! Isla’s tutor 
Riley says that Isla has been a pleasure to have in the 
program! She always attends the sessions prepared 
and full of energy. Along with that, Isla is always 
engaged and participates in the STAR program 
activities and gives everything a go with confidence, 
which isn’t always easy! She is often found striving 
for success by doing that bit extra in sessions and 
helping her classmates with questions and 
homework. Overall, Isla is a pleasure to work with 
and is going to do great things in this world! 

This term students study a variety of topics across Years 4 - 10. These include ‘My 
home, my place’ for the Year 4s ‘Who am I’ for the Years 5-7, ‘My friendship’ for 
the Year 8, ‘Who am I’ for the Year 9, and ‘Shopping and Dining’ for Year 10. All 
these topics have students reflecting upon their self-identity, exploring 
differences in formalities between cultures and delivering a self-introduction in 
Chinese.  
 

‘Shopping and Dining’ in Year 10 gives students the opportunity to reflect on the 
ways in which food and methods of bargaining, which reflects on the practices of 
Chinese culture.  
 

Year 9 are currently learning to question and answer by introducing themselves, 
which helps to develop their confidence in initiating conversation in Chinese.  
 

The best way to improve achievement is to have short but regular reviews of 
learned vocabulary. Short bursts of regular review will always be more effective 
than last minute cramming! As I always encourage our language students to do 10 
- 15 minutes, three or four times a week is an excellent start.  
 

12th February marked the beginning of the Year of the Golden Ox. As we all know, 
the ox is perceived as a hard worker. Many Chinese astrologers believe that the 
year of the Golden Ox is a period when hard work will be rewarded even more 
than usual. This means that for our students, hard work will pay off for this year! 
Wish everyone [niu nian kuai le] (Happiness for the Year of the Ox) and [gong xi fa 
cai] (may wealth and prosperity come your way).  
 

Michael Ku 

CURRICULUM MIDDLE LEADER - HUMANITIES AND LANGUAGES 

2021 is shaping up to be another year 
full of learning and engagement for our 
Humanities students. This week the 
Year 7s will have a digital online 
museum adventure, where students 
visit the Chinese museum online from 
our classroom and learn about the 
amazing inventions from Ancient China, 
and learn about Emperor Qin and his 
terracotta warriors. It is such great 
timing for our Year 7s to engage in this 
wonderful presentation as they are currently studying the unit, Ancient China. 

 

Year 8 are studying the life of the Medieval Europe period when major 
civilisations begin to come into contact with each other to shape the modern 
world. Students have been researching what life was like during the middle 
ages.  
 

Industrial Revolution was this term’s unit for the Year 9s. They have been very 
busy researching and their chosen product development and aspect for their 
assessment.  
 

Year 10 are studying World War II in History. Students are exploring and 
inquiring some of the significant events in Hitler’s rise to power.  
 

The Year 9/10 Business Enterprise class has started working and  preparing for 
Market Day in Week 7. The students will have a chance to make and sell 
products to all of their peers and to staff members. Please be on the lookout for 
pamphlets and advertisements and support them for Market Day.  
 

Isla Scott 



 
Year 1 has settled into the term beautifully, as we embraced 
many new challenges, became more independent and 
welcomed four new friends to our class.  
 

This year is such a crucial year of growth for us, and perhaps the 
most important job we have undertaken this term is to further 
our reading development. Reading groups have become 
something we really look forward to each day as we sink our 
teeth into new decoding strategies like Stretchy Snake, Lips of 
the Fish and Chunky Monkey, the concepts of print and reading 
comprehension activities. We have also embraced daily writing 
sessions, as we learn the importance of punctuation and 
sentence structure.  
 

During Maths, we are mastering skip counting, place value and 
the addition and subtraction of numbers. We are exploring 
numbers to 100, and the concept that two digit numbers have 
different values. We are learning to co-operate in pairs and small 
groups to investigate these concepts. We have completed one 
assessment already as assessments will occur in roughly four 
weekly cycles.  
 

During Religion, we have looked at God’s presence in the lives of 
Moses and Noah, and how we can feel His presence in our lives 
in Baptism and the Eucharist. Thank you for sharing your special 
baptismal items with us; it has allowed us to relate more fully to 
such special moments. In Science, we are investigating how 
substances change when they are heated or cooled, and during 
HASS we are discovering how life was lived in the past and how 
that differs from life today. We’ve also given some thought as to 
what we might like to become in the future! In Week 9 we will 
embark on a historical adventure to the Zara Clark Museum, 
allowing us to explore artefacts from yesteryear. 

 

As you can see we have been learning to learn in Year 1, and we 
are enjoying challenging ourselves to be the best little learners 
we can be! 
 
Marisa O’Connor  
YEAR ONE TEACHER 



 

In Year 5, we have been learning about lots of different and exciting things! 
One of our favourite units this term is Religion where we are learning about 
Saint Mary MacKillop. We hosted the Saint Mary’s Campus Assembly in Week 
5, where our theme was all about Mary’s famous quote, “never see a need 
without doing something about it.” We had lots of fun performing for our 
friends from other grades, even if it was a little bit nerve wracking!  
 
We also are really enjoying our HASS Unit all about the Victorian Gold Rush. 
Our favourite HASS lesson so far was when we got to use our new 
Chromebooks to research the answers to our inquiry questions. We are very 
curious about gold and where it came from, who discovered it and how it 
changed our nation’s history.  
 
In Year 5 we are a creative bunch and we have been writing a very exciting 
narrative about a robot. There have been some really cool ideas about robots 
in our writing. Some narratives have been written about cleaning robots, fake 
robots, pie-making robots and evil robots that have special powers! As we 
grow as writers, we are learning to use figurative language in our texts. It has 
been great writing some super, sophisticated sentences.  
 
We’ve also made some new friends this term, as we welcome Bella and Jax to 
our class. They have been working hard and have already become an 
important part of our Year Five team and we are lucky to have them as great 
new friends.  
 
We are really looking forward to all that this year has in store for us. We are 
particularly excited for our Year 5 Camp to Gumburu and our leadership 
opportunities. This term, we get to have our first crack at Interschool Sport 
and we can’t wait to get involved!  We have been invited to be part of Mini 
Vinnies and the SRC this year and many of us are taking up every opportunity 
presented to us.  
 
We can’t wait for a great year ahead! 
 
Jessica Allison 
YEAR FIVE TEACHER  
 
 



 

Second Week of Lent  (school week beginning Monday 29th February) 
 

This week through Project Compassion we learn about 39-year-old Margret, a teacher at a vocational school for deaf 
students in the Solomon Islands. She was born deaf, so she knows the challenges it poses to education and 
employment. Apart from the difficulties the students all have, the school also faced water shortages, with not enough 
to supply staff and students with safe water for drinking, cooking, washing and growing vegetables. 
Then Tropical Cyclone Harold damaged the school and its vegetable garden, amidst the threat of COVID-19. Staff and 
students rely on the vegetable garden to provide food for their meals.  
 

With Caritas Australia’s support, the school installed water tanks, provided cyclone-proof building materials and helped to implement 
COVID-19 prevention measures. Margret’s school now has enough water for its students and the capacity to cater for more, with plans to 
boost food security, through increased agricultural production. Around 60% of people in rural areas in the Solomon Islands don’t have 
access to piped water, while about 80% don’t have access to latrines or toilets. (UNICEF, 2019) Watch a short film about Margret’s story 
here. 

 

 “Aspire not to have more, but to be more.” Please support Project Compassion: lent.caritas.org.au 

Early Years Testing 
All students from Prep - Year 2 are currently being tested in the 
Townsville Diocesan Early Years Testing Programme.  This 
testing initiative is undertaken by all schools in the diocese and 
is an excellent way of receiving and tracking data on children’s 
Numeracy and Literacy development.  Even though it may seem 
quite unnecessary to test students at a young age,  we assure 
you that the data collected and analysed is used to help 
individual learning flourish.  If we, as educators, can see where 
your child is on their learning journey, it equips us with better 
knowledge of where their abilities need attention or extension. 

 
 

Reading at Home 
Students from Prep to Year 3  have a 
variety of  take home readers 
purchased from the PM 
collection.  Students in the Early Years 
also have an account for the PM 
Collection reading app.  Please see 
your child’s classroom teacher if you 
do not have your child’s login details. 
Our reader books that go home, and 
that are used in our guided reading 
groups include SAILS, PM, Sunshine 
and KEYLINKS, among others.  
 

Your child’s readers are selected by their teacher based on their 
reading ability. Sometimes your child may get to choose their 
own book based on an interest, the pictures or enjoyment. This 
is also important for their reading confidence.  If the text 
appears easy for your child, they can practise their expression 
while they read to a younger sibling.  
 

Children reading cook books, shopping catalogues and 
newspapers with parents, can also produce rich literacy 
experiences.  
 

Shirley Champion and Robecca Sorrensen 
LEARNING ENRICHMENT TEACHERS 

Benefits of Learning Enrichment 

 

Learning enrichment provides a myriad of benefits in the 
development of children’s learning.  In conjunction with the 
classroom teacher, learning enrichment provides extra 
reinforcement or extension of concepts. 
 
 Some of the benefits of learning enrichment are: 
 

1. Supplement Classroom Education  
In collaboration with the classroom teacher, learning 
enrichment lessons can offer more specialised instruction. The 
program is designed to target a students’ specific needs in a 
particular area and have the students engage in the topic with 
different approaches. 
 

2. Academic Confidence 
In learning enrichment lessons, you can focus on a smaller 
group and develop their intellectual confidence. 

 

3.  Knowledge Exposure 
 Learning enrichment allows students to have explicit targeted 
 instruction; whether that be for extension or further work on a 
 specific area. 

 

4. Working Collaboratively 
Learning enrichment lessons allow students to work together to 
complete an activity or solve problems. Working within a small 
group, students are able to articulate why they are having 
difficulty understanding a concept or offer an elaboration on a 
topic. 

 
If learning enrichment lessons impact and change the learning ability 
of even just one student, then they have certainly been worth the 
time and effort. It's the kind of investment into students that can 
pay off for their entire lifetime. 
 
 
 
 
 

https://data.unicef.org/topic/water-and-sanitation/drinking-water/
https://www.caritas.org.au/week-2-margret-video
https://lent.caritas.org.au


 

 



 

Catholic Schools  

Carnival Draw 
Friday 5 March & Saturday 6 March 2021 

 







 

 

 






