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Dear Columba Families, 

 

What an eventful two weeks of term we have had. The opening liturgy, 
induction of 2021 student leaders, the official launch of the new College 
Mission Statement and the naming of the 2020 College Dux - Jasmine 
Thompson, occurred last Tuesday. It was a beautiful liturgy, well 
attended by our families and friends. The Prep students were just 
excellent during their first whole College event. 

 

Our Mission Statement is below. It encapsulates who we are, what we 
do and why we do it. My aim is for as many students, staff and families 
to commit this to memory, as a faithful reminder of our mission, as we 
progress, grow and create new opportunities for the College; ensuring 
our students are at the centre of all that we do. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The first CSPA (Columba Catholic Schools Parents Association) meeting 
and College Board meetings for 2021 occurred last week, with some 
new faces joining in for the CSPA meeting via Zoom. There is much 
already being planned by the CSPA for 2021 and I remind parents to 

keep watch on our Facebook feed and in this newsletter for the 
next meeting date and upcoming AGM. Our students benefit 
greatly from the work of our active CSPA and I invite all new 
families especially to join this vibrant parent community in their 
work. The College Board is our advisory Board for policy review 
and future focus for the College. Chaired by Rohan Dixon, with 
parent members - Francois Pretorius, Sonia Bennetto, Ted 
Harrington, Aaron Johansson and Stacey Kirkwood; they form a 
strong representative base across P-12, day and boarding for our 
discussions. I thank all members of the CSPA and Board for their 
generous voluntary work for the betterment of the College. 

 

We welcome to the staff Mrs Kylee Smythe, who will be teaching 
Years 7 to 9 Mathematics and Science.  Mrs Smythe replaces Mr 
Peter Kamau in all of his classes. He returned to his family 
interstate, last week. 

 

Congratulations to Rice House for their victory at the Secondary 
Interhouse Swimming Carnival last week. The sense of spirit, 
house pride and personal achievement was fantastic to witness. 
Instrumental Music lessons have begun in earnest across the 
College, and the 2021 Musical is soon to be announced. Watch 
our Facebook feed for this exciting announcement. 

 

As we enter this very important 
Church season of Lent, we engage in 
our Shrove Tuesday celebrations 
before Lent officially begins with the 
holy day of obligation on Ash 
Wednesday. We look ahead to the 
40 days of Lent as a time to reflect, 
renew and realign our hearts and 
minds with the message of Jesus, as 
we lead up to Easter. Our College values of Courage, Commitment 
and Compassion are real ways to allow us to engage in this 
season of reflection as we journey through the Lenten season. 
 

Best wishes for the fortnight ahead. 
 

 
 
Candi Dempster 
PRINCIPAL 

COURAGE  |  COMMITMENT  |  COMPASSION 



Name:               David Mounter 
 

Hometown:       Sydney 

 

Subjects Taught: Economics, Business Studies and History 
 

Favourite Foods:  Mexican Food and Hamburgers     

 

Hobbies:    I enjoy playing sport and swimming at the beach on the weekend with my  
   family. I follow the Canterbury Bulldogs in the NRL and NSW Blues in the  
   State of Origin series. Finally, I also enjoy watching the Sydney Swans play in  
   the AFL. 
  

The CSPA held its first meeting of the year on the 
8th of February and everything went 
smoothly.  The Zoom was back up and running 
successfully and we managed to get through a 
fairly hefty Agenda in good time.  We wound up 
2020 and looked at what is ahead in 2021.  The 
CSPA will have its next meeting on Monday the 
1st of March.  We will start with the AGM and 
follow this with a General meeting.  All are 
welcome.  If you would like to nominate for any 
of the positions please fill out a nomination 
form available at the end of this newsletter or 
from the office.  The positions available to 
nominate for are President, Vice President, 
Vice President Events and Secretary.  All positions 
are declared vacant every year.  We are looking 
forward to a fantastic year in 2021, come and join 
us. 
CSPA AGM 1st March 2021, 7.00pm in the St 
Mary’s staff room.  See you there. 
 
 
Fiona Murray  
PRESIDENT 

WEEK 2 - RESPECT FOR LEARNING 
PUNCTUAL TO CLASS AND BRINGS ALL BOOKS AND EQUIPMENT REQUIRED TO CLASS 
Year 7   Charli Noble 

Year 8   Mary-Grace Donnelly 

Year 9   Jaylan Whitby 

Year 10  Scarlet Pickering 

Year 11  Liam Brown 

Year 12  Jack Davidson 
 

WEEK 4 - RESPECT FOR OTHERS 
ENCOURAGING AND SUPPORTIVE OF OTHERS—LENDING A HELPING HAND TO  
SOMEONE AND MAKING THEM FEEL WELCOMED AND VALUED 
Year 7   Cheyanne Bridgeman 

Year 8   Gypsy Telford 

Year 9   Nayden Li 

Year 10  Jessica Rose 

Year 11  Grace Boref 

Year 12  Naveah Ambrym 

WEEK 2 - I AM A COURTEOUS LISTENER AND ALLOW OTHERS TO LEARN  

 

Prep  Sophie Bailey 
Year 1  Alexiis Mearns 
Year 2  Lainee Emerson 
Year 3  Emerson Yule 
Year 4  Renae Yeo 
Year 5  Toby Blackley 
Year 6  Charli Hedges 
 
WEEK 3 - CHOOSING TO USE LANGUAGE THAT IS KIND, TRUTHFUL AND CARING OF 
OTHERS. 

 

Prep  Noah Hall 
Year 1  Eliza Ramm 
Year 2  Sammy Brady 
Year 3  Elena Lindsay 
Year 4  Hannah Johny 
Year 5  Renee Meehan 
Year 6  Tyla Kerr  



 

Dear Parents and Caregivers, 

 

Students and staff have commenced the 2021 academic year with 
much enthusiasm. 2021 is looking to be an action packed year full of 
many opportunities for students, staff and parents. 

 

In December, we received the results of our 2020 year students, the 
first group to complete external assessment in over 40 years and to 
receive an ATAR. The Year 12 students of 2020 are to be congratulated 
on their results. Students have been successful in achieving their 
desired pathways by being accepted into tertiary study or securing a 
traineeship, apprenticeship or a job. 
 

Congratulations to Jasmine Thompson who is 
the 2020 College Dux. Jasmine was presented 
this award at the recent 2021 Induction of 
Student Leaders held on Tuesday 9th March. 
This year Jasmine has secured a traineeship in 
Marketing and Communications at the 
Charters Towers Regional Council. Next year 
Jasmine plans on studying a Bachelor of Law 
(Honours) / Bachelor of Government and 
International Relations at Griffith University. 
 

Year 7-12 Assessment Calendars are now available on the Compass 
Home page. Any changes made to assessment dates will be made on 
the calendar that feeds through Compass. It is important that students 
and parents regularly check the Assessment Date Calendar, so that they 
are aware when assessment is due and exams are timetabled. Students 
are reminded to record their assessment dates in their diary. 
 
If students have commitments that involve them missing school, such 
as sporting events or medical appointments, they must ensure that 
they catch up on any work missed. This also applies for students who 
are completing a certificate at the Dalrymple Trade Training Centre or a 
School Based Apprenticeship or Traineeship. Teachers place work for 
students to catch up on their Google Classroom for each subject for 
students to access. If students require further assistance with work 
they don’t understand they should contact their class teacher. 

 

Communication between students, parents and teachers is vital to 
ensure the academic progress of all students. Parents are encouraged 
to make contact with your child’s teacher if you have any concerns. 
Contact can be made by ringing the College on 4787 1744 and asking to 
speak to the teacher. Alternatively teachers can be emailed. Teachers 
will return your phone call or respond to your email as soon as possible 
after you make contact with them. Each subject area has an assigned 
Curriculum Leader. The Curriculum Leader, in consultation with subject 
teachers, is responsible for developing the curriculum and assessment 
for their particular subject areas. Curriculum Leaders should be 
contacted after you have discussed any concerns with the subject 
teacher. 

 

Please note the email contact details for the 2021 Curriculum Middle 
Leaders.  
 

 English: Ms Marie Coleman 
 Email - mcoleman2@columba.catholic.edu.au 
 

 Mathematics: Ms Sophia Michaelis 
 Email -  smichaelis@columba.catholic.Edu.au 
 

 Humanities and Languages: Mr Michael Ku 
 Email - mku@columba.catholic.edu.au 
 

 Science: Mr Telfer Robertson 
 Email - trobertson4@columba.catholic.edu.au 

 

Health and Physical Education: Mr Jordan Marty  
Email - jmarty@columba.catholic.edu.au 
 

Technologies: Mr Milton Dempster  
Email -  mdempster2@columba.catholic.edu.au 
 

The Arts and Culture:  Mrs Gina Porter  
Email - gporter@columba.catholic.edu.au 
 

Learning Enhancement Program Leader: Mrs Chloe Shaw  
Email - cshaw2@columba.catholic.edu.au 
 

Religious Education: Ms Christine O’Sullivan  
Email - cosullivan@columba.catholic.edu.au   
 

VET Project Officer and Careers Co-ordinator: Mr Billy 
Sullivan Email - bsullivan@columba.catholic.edu.au 

 
YEAR 7-12 APPLICATION FOR EXTENSIONS / CHANGE OF DATE 
OF AN ASSESSMENT ITEM 
Year 7-12 drafts and assessment items are due on or before the 
due date. If a student knows they will be absent on the day 
that an assessment item is due, then they must organise 
themselves to submit it on or before the due date. Extensions 
or sitting an exam on an alternative date will not be granted for 
planned absences such as family holidays, attending rodeos, 
social events, leaving early at the end of term etc. If a student is 
absent on the day that an assessment item is due it must be 
emailed to the teacher of the subject by 3.00pm. 
 
YEAR 7-10 STUDENTS who need to apply for an extension or 
change of date for an assessment item due to illness, 
misadventure or unforeseen circumstances must collect a 
green ‘Application for Extension / Change of Date of an 
Assessment Item’ form from the office. This form needs to be 
completed and signed by the students and parents / caregivers. 
The form must be submitted to the class teacher for 
consideration. Documentary evidence such as a doctor’s 
certificate or detailed letter must be attached to the application 
detailing why the student is applying for an extension or 
change of date. Where possible this application should be 
submitted prior to the due date of the assessment item. The 
classroom teacher will inform the student if their application 
has been successful. 
 
YEAR 10 RELIGION & ETHICS STUDENTS AND YEAR 11 AND 12 
STUDENTS who need to apply for an extension or change of 
date for an assessment item due to illness, misadventure or 
unforeseen circumstances need to collect a pink ‘Access 
Arrangements & Reasonable Adjustments’ (AARA) form from 
the office. This form needs to be completed, signed by  
parents / caregivers and submitted to the class teacher for 
consideration. A Confidential Medical Report / detailed Medical 
Certificate or other suitable documentation must be attached 
to the application. The Confidential Medical Form template is 
available from the office. Where possible this application 
should be submitted prior to the due date of the assessment 
item or on the day that you return to school. The classroom 
teacher will inform the student if their application has been 
successful. 
 
Year 10, 11 and 12 students, please note that the QCAA has 
stipulated that the medical certificate cannot just state 
‘medical condition’. The medical report or certificate must 
contain the following information: 
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Columba Catholic College celebrated #LibraryLoversDay on 
Monday 15th February.  This annual event is organised by ALIA 
(Australian Library and Information Association) and the aim is 
to celebrate all the work and services libraries provide within 
our community.   The overarching theme of the day tied in with 
Valentine's Day with the catch phrase 'make a date with your 
library' encouraging students to come and visit their school 
library to participate in reading, relaxing and playing board 
games during their breaks.   
 
The library was aptly decorated with helium balloons, lots of 
red hearts and a couple of teddy bears and students visiting the 
library were surprised with red chocolate hearts during the 
lunch break!! 
 
Thanks especially to Miss Trish for helping set up our display  
 
Megan Lucas 
LIBRARY MANAGER - MC CAMPUS 
 

On Monday the 4th of February, we officially commenced our school 
partnership with A Team Tuition! Kelly and Karen from A Team, flew up 
from the Gold Coast and had a great time kicking off the residential 
border prep program with so many excited students. We are looking 
forward to seeing all the things our students accomplish this year with 
this amazing program. A Team Tuition will be providing CCC residential 
students with the Transformer Prep Program and homework help after 
school! The Transformer Prep program is a carefully tailored program 
designed to improve your child’s confidence, motivation, and grades by 
developing their mindset, strategy and support during their most crucial 
years. The tutors from A Team Tuition are also available to day students 
for one-on-one tutoring that you can book! By working with A Team 
Tuition, our goal is to create independent students with a growth mindset 
by providing them with the tools to succeed both now and in their future 
study years. 

 
Read more about our partnership with A Team Tuition under parent 
information on our website. 

 

 diagnosis of disability/medical condition 
 date of diagnosis 
 date of occurrence or onset of the disability/medical condition 

 symptoms, treatment or course of action related to the disability/
medical condition 

 information about how the diagnosed disability, impairment or 
medical condition affects the student participating in assessment, 
particularly timed assessment when considering external 
assessment 

 professional recommendations regarding AARA 
 

 

Subject changes students in Years 9-11 have been finalised. There 
should be no further movement of students into and out of subjects. 
 

I wish all parents, caregivers and students the best for the upcoming 
year and should you have any questions, please contact me. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Maria Peck 
DEPUTY PRINCIPAL - ADMINISTRATION 



 

On Friday the 5th of February the Columba students showed up eager and 
ready to go for the annual interhouse swimming carnival. The house captains 
arrived early and prepped their house area and athletes ready for a battle. An 
event that is often approached with some apprehension, the 200m freestyle, 
got the carnival underway. Despite the mammoth distance our swimmers 
showed immeasurable grit and determination to finish. At the conclusion of 
the distance events the race for the title was tight with the leader changing 
regularly. 
 

Lunch time allowed all the students to cool off in the pool before they began 
the sprints. It’s here that the Rice house begun their ascension. Lead by their 
house captain, Charlie Kruger, a sea of red started to get podium finishes. So 
much so that they flew past the reigning champions Benjamin to take 1st place. 
Overall, it was a wonderful day full of sportsmanship, personal bests, pride, 
courage and friendship. Congratulations to our runners up and age champions 
(see below), and to Azzariah Hunter and Scarlet Pickering who broke records in 
their respective divisions.  
 

Interhouse Swimming points: Rice   708 points 
     Benjamin  558 points 
     McAuley  503 points 
     Polding  468 points 

Records: Azzariah Hunter 13 years multiclass (EVENT), Scarlett Pickering 16 
years multiclass. 
 

Jordan Marty 
SPORTS PROGRAM LEADER 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  Girls Boys 

12 years runners up Stacey Yeo Dallas Douglas 

12 years age champion Sally Sproat Ethan Ford 

13 years runners up Charlie Limpus Jackson Walsh 

13 years age champion Dale Beatty Will Fuller 

13 years multi class age champion   Azzariah Hunter 

14 years runners up Jessica Braes-Polke Cooper Thomas 

14 years age champion Layla Ford Tom Kirkwood 

15 years runners up Giorgia Groves Chase Guy 
Angus Ford 

15 years age champion Chloe Girdler Riley Amos 

16 years runners up Imogen Ruyg Alex Shaw 

16 years age champion Hannah Wilson Isaac Neilson 

16 years multi class age champion Scarlet Pickering Blake Jackson 

Opens runners up Makayla Godier Lawsen Ford 

Opens years age champion Kolby Amos Charlie Kruger 

Opens multi class age champion Jemima Neilsen Conner Smith 



 

Ash Wednesday – 17th February 2021  
 

This week the season of Lent begins with Ash Wednesday, which also marks the beginning of the annual Caritas 
Australia Project Compassion Appeal. Donations to Project Compassion allows Caritas Australia, the Catholic Agency 
for International Aid and Development, to work with local communities around the world to alleviate poverty, hunger, 
oppression and injustice. 
 

We encourage you to put your compassion into action this Lent through your prayer, fasting and almsgiving by 
supporting Project Compassion. Each family will receive a Project Compassion box and/or a set of envelopes for their 
donations or you can donate online via the Caritas Australia website at: lent.caritas.org.au     
 

Saint Oscar Romero is our inspiration for Project Compassion 2021, so in his words let’s “Aspire not to have more, but 
to be more.” 
 

Christine O’Sullivan 
                                 APRE - MC CAMPUS 
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Year 2 have had a wonderful start to the year. We were so excited 
to come back from the holidays and catch up with our friends, but 
this year we have also welcomed Linkin, Logan, Jack, Zoe, Luis and 
Chance to our class. How lucky are we!  
 

We have worked hard to settle into routines. We had fun reading 
‘David Goes to School’, and looking at what rules and expectations 
David had to learn. This was a great refresher for us! We 
completed some crazy David pictures to help display our rules.  
 

Year 4 are our buddies this year. We caught up with them and 
talked about the things we like while reading stories and making 
bookmarks to use. We are going to have a great year with them, 
and will catch up regularly.  
 

We have found our units very interesting so far. In HASS, we are 
comparing technology and transport between the past and 
present. Mrs Smith even found a book about Charters Towers in 
the past, which we love to look at. In Science, we are looking at 
properties and their materials, and we are about to take part in 
some different experiments to show how materials can change 
and how certain materials are better used for certain objects.  
 

There is never a dull day in Year 2, and we are looking forward to 
the learning, fun and experiences that this year will bring.  
 

Toni Pilcher  
YEAR TWO TEACHER 



 

Year 4 have made a terrific start to the school year. Students have been 
eager to engage in activities and learn new concepts. We welcomed Royce 
Wilkinson and Renae Yeo to our class to start the year. 
 

In English, the students have been learning how to write an effective 
recount using the correct structure and language features. Later in the 
term, students will also be writing different forms of poetry. Reading 
groups have started and we are fortunate to have Joan Cox, Jenny 
Stevenson and Kate Scharf volunteer their time each week to assist the 
student’s oral reading skills. Students have also been encouraged to do as 
much oral reading at home as one part of their homework.   
 

During Mathematics, the class has been focussing on the Number strand 
in the curriculum and revising concepts from last year. The class are also 
busy learning and improving their recall of times tables and division facts.  
 

Religion lessons have a strong focus on the history of the Catholic Church 
in the early years of Australia.  
 

The class is working through the History Strand of HASS and learning 
about early sea explorers and navigators of Australia. The class have learnt 
about Dutch explorers in the 1600’s and will soon move onto learning 
more about Abel Tasman, Captain Cook and Matthew Flinders.  
 

Science lessons have involved exploring the facets of force and motion and 
the effects of friction and gravity on the movement of objects. The class 
are looking forward to a number of experiments exploring these concepts 
further.  
 

HPE swimming lessons started this week and I would like to remind 
parents to ensure all items coming to school are clearly labelled. During 
Health lessons, the students are learning the importance of a nutritious 
breakfast and lunch to have a balanced diet.  
 

A reminder that Instrumental lessons began this week with Mr O’Connor. 
Students will need to look at their timetable each week as some lessons 
are before school and some during class.  
 

I am sure the second half of this term will be just as busy as the start to 
the school year. If you have any concerns, my door is always open. 
 
Gerard Webber 
YEAR FOUR TEACHER 



 

SECONDARY INTERSCHOOL 
SWIMMING CARNIVAL 

KENNEDY REGIMENT MEMORIAL POOL                                                                  
FRIDAY 26th FEBRUARY  

 

First Session:  8:00am – 11:00am  
Lunch:    11:00 – 11:45am 
Second Session:  11:45am – 2:45pm 
Presentations:  2:45pm-3pm 
 
 Attendance and arrival: 
All swimmers and Year 12s will attend for the full day.  Please arrive at 8:00am for a 8:30am start.  The program should conclude at 
approximately 3:00pm.  The pool will be available for warm ups from 7:45am.  Marshalling will begin at 8:15am.  
 
 Due to COVID regulations only swimmers and Seniors will be attending for the day. All other students will attend normal classes.  If 
parents would like to attend the carnival could you please register your interest at the Mount Carmel office. 
 
ALL adults, including staff, will need to sign in on arrival.  
  
If students are required to catch a bus from the MC campus in the afternoon you will be taken back to school at 2:50pm. Students are 
asked to make staff aware of this prior.  All other students are to be collected from the Kennedy Regiment Memorial Pool. 
 
Uniform: Please organise the correct uniform, including togs now. 
Swimmers need to wear College togs, OR plain blue or black racing togs for girls, or plain blue or black skins for boys, sports uniform 
or College tracksuit and sports shoes, NOT thongs.  Swimming caps will be supplied and must be worn. 
  
Senior Spectators / non-swimmers SHOULD WEAR THE COLLEGE SPORT UNIFORM or their Senior shirt. You are attending a school 
function and therefore need to be in uniform. 

 

This carnival will take place even in light rain. 
If necessary, a decision on cancellation will be made by Columba staff after consulting official weather forecasts. 



 



 



 


