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Dear members of the Columba Catholic College community, 
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Dear Parents and Caregivers, 

 
The past fortnight has held some special moments in the life of the 
College. There has been a gradual return of our residential students to 
residences, as well as an impressive uptake of learning and assessment 
across Prep to Year 12. The amazing transitionary resilience displayed 
by students, staff and families has been a true stand out throughout 
the term.  As students adjust to the rhythm of the college again, I have 
reminded them of the 3 pillars of our college - these being Courage, 
Commitment and Compassion, to guide them back into motivation, 
routine and success. 
 
Tuesday should have been Founders Day. The day that we hold very 
dear to our hearts, where we celebrate our traditions and the 
achievements of our founders - The Mercy and Good Samaritan Sisters 
and Christian Brothers. We have rescheduled Founders Day to 3rd 
September, where we will hold our special liturgy, Columba’s Got 
Talent and our inaugural Columba Colour Fun Run for Prep to Year 12 

students. It is positioned to be another special day.  

 
Next Thursday and Friday will be the Mt Carmel Interhouse Athletics 
Carnival, another very important event in the culture, spirit and life of 
our secondary campus. I look forward to the efforts and camaraderie 
on display from students. At St Mary’s the lunchtime House 
competition continues to build house spirit and connection. I look 
forward to the Junior Athletics Carnival in Term 3. 
 
The College Board, a vital part of the support and direction for the 
College, has made some changes in its composition and has set some 
goals for the year. I thank the dedication, service and strategic thinking 
of retired members Michael Lyons (5 years); Patrick Scharf (5 years) 

Courage  Commitment  Compassion 

and Dean Cavanagh (3 years), as they depart the Board after many 

years of loyal and dedicated service. This voluntary and essential 
arm of the  College serves as a voice of reason and strategy for 
me, as together we strive to progress the College. We welcome 
parents Stacey Kirkwood, Francois Pretorius and Robecca 
Sorrensen (also a  staff member) to the College Board. Their 
experience in business and care for the advancement of education 
at Columba has already been evident in the first meetings of the 
year. Some major goals of the board this year will entail: 
reinvigorating the College Mission Statement; planning out a 
Master Plan for the next 10 years and recontextualising the 
unique place that Catholic education plays in the College and the 
Charters Towers community. I thank the Board for their strategic 
work to date. 
 
In the past fortnight, we have had many contacts from Alumni 
who have been very keen to visit the College Museum and donate 

goods to the College archives. The Columba, Mt Carmel, St Mary’s 
and St Columba's spirit is alive and well.  
 
Best wishes for the fortnight ahead. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  Candi Dempster 
  PRINCIPAL 



Shine at Columba 

Hometown:   This is a bit of a complicated question for me. Originally I am from Endeavour Hills 
   which is a small town in Victoria. Other than that though I've spent most of my life 
   in Surrey, England, in a small town called Addlestone. 
 
Subjects taught: Maths (specifically General Maths and Maths Methods at the Senior Level) 
 
Favourite foods: Italian, Mexican, curry (proper curry not the Australian and English version) and the 
   classic pub burger. 
 
Hobbies :  Playing bridge, board games and card games, running and going to the gym. 
  

  

TERM 2 WEEK 7 
Respect for others -  Inviting others to join in our groups, games and 
activities.  
 

Prep  Jayden Newby-Burrows   

Year 1  Kambelle McGuire   

Year 2  Evelyn Bennetto   

Year 3  Clayton Walsh   

Year 4  Jed Kruger   

Year 5  Bridie Mitchell   

Year 6A Jessica Wosomo   

Year 6B Jackson Walsh 

   

 

TERM 2 WEEK 8 

Respect for self -  Using mistakes as opportunities to learn  

 
 

Prep  Brodie Santo 

Year 1  Cade Porter 

Year 2  Isabel Webber 

Year 3  Jeswin Thomas 

Year 4  Saylor Whitby 

Year 5  Acaciah Jepson 

Year 6A Blair Jones 

Year 6B Kaleb Venning 

TERM 2 WEEK 7 

Respect for Self:  

Demonstrates determination and resilience when challenged. 

Year 7  Tom Kirkwood 

Year 8   Clarice Young 

Year 9   Bronte Williamson 

Year 10  Breanna Murphy 

Year 11  Lawsen Ford 

Year 12  Daisy Pickering 

 

TERM 2 WEEK 8 

Respect for Traditions: Respectfully participates in prayer and the 
religious life of the College. 
 

Year 7  Samson McHugh 

Year 8  Dakoda Montgomery 

Year 9  Lindsay Kirkwood 

Year 10 Hayley Zadow 

Year 11 Bailey Ernst 

Year 12 Beyanca Kepo 

 

Dear Parents/Caregivers, 
 
Once again it is time for us to collate student data for the Nationally Consistent Collection of Data on school students with a  
disability. If you would like to know more about this process, please feel free to read the following fact sheet, or contact me 
at gporter@columba.catholic.edu.au, or Joanne Andrews at jandrews4@columba.catholic.edu.au. If your child is going to be counted  
for 2020, you will receive a letter home in the coming weeks of this term to let you know.  For more information please visit: 
https://www.nccd.edu.au/sites/default/files/fact%20sheet%20for%20parents%20guardians%20and%20carers.pdf   
 
Georgina Porter 
LEARNING ENRICHMENT PROGRAM LEADER 

mailto:gporter@columba.catholic.edu.au
https://www.nccd.edu.au/sites/default/files/fact%20sheet%20for%20parents%20guardians%20and%20carers.pdf


In regards to the Covid-19 Pandemic, Term 2 has been a challenging and 
interesting one for students, staff and parents and caregivers. I sincerely 
thank all the staff, families and students for their understanding and 
efforts in supporting the staggered return to the College and back to 
face to face learning. It is fabulous to see most of the students back and 
enjoying one another's company again. This school is one full of life and 
is a great place to be. With the easing of Covid-19 restrictions, we are 
very much looking forward to the remainder of our students who are in 
lockdown communities or overseas returning to the College.  
 
Flu Season 
As we are in the early stages of the flu season it can be expected that an 
increasing number of students will be struck down with the flu. I fully 
encourage parents and caregivers to have their child/ren administered 
the flu vaccine if they have not already done so. This is especially 
important considering the current pandemic that the country and world 
for that matter are experiencing.  
 
Personal Hygiene 
Students have been made aware of the importance of personal hygiene. 
Washing hands regularly and sanitizing hands in to and out of the 
classroom are constantly reinforced by staff. The College also would 
appreciate it if parents could reinforce this message at home. If a 
student is sick with even very mild symptoms, they must stay home. 
 
Child Protection 
Child safety is all about keeping our school as safe as can be. Being a 
boarding school presents an even greater challenge than a school that 
only has a Day component as a boarding school has to be vigilant 
twenty-four hours a day, 7 days a week. It is important therefore, that 
Residential and Day students know who they can trust. The Safe People 
at Columba include Mrs Dempster, Mr Kyle (Secondary campus) and 
Mrs Andrews (St Mary’s campus).  
 
World Environment Day 
The theme for World Environment Day 2020 is 'Time for Nature,'. The 
Year 12s threw their support behind this very important day by donning 
green bandanas and helping clean up the College grounds. Thank you 
Year 12s and Ms O’Sullivan for organsing this very worthwhile activity. 
 
Welcome back to Columba! 
On Friday 29 May, the secondary campus celebrated the return of 
students by hosting a sausage sizzle with a lunchtime Inter House 
Volleyball competition which was organised by Mr Marty and the House 
captains. Mrs Porter also added to the atmosphere by pumping out 
some catchy tunes and organising a group of students to perform some 
classy dance moves on the BRT area. The atmosphere was electric and a 
good time was had by all who participated. I sincerely thank all students 
and staff who contributed to such a great afternoon. Columba Pride!! 
 
Regards 
 
Dan Kyle  
DEPUTY PRINCIPAL - PASTORAL/RESIDENTIAL 

Thursday 18th 1pm – 3pm 
Friday 19th 8am – 3pm 
 
Please note that due to COVID restrictions this year’s 
carnival will be a ‘closed’ event. This means that no 
parents or spectators will be allowed to attend. Also, 
additional hygiene measures have been put in place for all 
students on the day.  
 
ALL students will be required to be in FULL Sports Uniform, 
including a school hat (bucket hats are acceptable), on BOTH 
days.  Students are to wear their house colour shirt on 
Friday.  Students who are not in full sports uniform (including 
a hat) and who do not have a note will be removed from the 
carnival to complete community service. 
  
Female athletes wishing to compete in skins or bike pants are 
reminded they must be plain navy or black in 
colour.  Otherwise, the CCC PE shorts may be worn.  Boys 
must wear CCC PE shorts or skins.  You may NOT wear CCC 
football shorts. 
  
On Thursday, events will commence at 1:00pm.  The 
Thursday schedule will include hurdles, one round of field 
events, and the 1500m. 
  
On Friday morning any 400m competitors may make their 
way to the ovals at 8:00am (no earlier) to commence a warm-
up.  All other students are required to assemble in the Iona 
Centre for a roll call and uniform check at 8:10am 
sharp.  Please note:  This is a slightly early start to the school 
day.  Presentations should be finished by 3:00pm.    
  
Lunch will be provided for boarders, and for those day 
students who purchase a lunch.  All other students will need 
to provide their own lunches as normal. 
 
The SRC Van will be operating at the Carnival selling hot food, 
lollies, soft drink, chips and chocolate. 
  
Jordan Marty 
SPORTS PROGRAM MIDDLE LEADER 



Shine at Columba 

We definitely had a different start to Term 2 this year! Year 3 is 
to be congratulated on a terrific effort during the 5 weeks of 
Online Learning at the beginning of this term. One thing that 
both our teachers have observed is how much more independent 
and confident we have become as learners. Many thanks to our 
parents of the children learning from home for this time. They 
suddenly had the responsibility of making sure that each day; all 
the set tasks were completed by their children and ready to 
return at the end of the week. Some parents had more than one 
child to tutor and this was an enormous task. A huge thankyou 
from us all for your time and support! 
 
Year 3 knew that the best place to be during lockdown was with 
their families. They enjoyed collecting handprints to make their 
portraits. “When the world stayed apart, this was my favourite 
place to be”. 
 
This term, when school resumed, Mrs Christensen asked us to 
build on our knowledge of the textual structure of a narrative to 
write a children’s story during English lessons and we are 
working to produce that story in the format of a book. 
 
In Mathematics, we have been exposed to a range of concepts 
across all strands of the Mathematics curriculum. Concepts 
covered so far include, reading and interpreting graphs, place 
value, developing mental strategies to add and subtract and 
multiply, using coordinates….the list goes on! 
 
In Science, we have explored the nature of solids, liquids and 
gases and investigated the properties of a variety of materials. 
 
 During our H.A.S.S lessons, we have been exploring some 
celebrations enjoyed by various countries around the world and 
we have watched some very enlightening film clips and 
PowerPoints. 
 
Our Health lessons have made us more aware of using safe 
practices wherever we are and whatever we are doing, whilst 
P.E. has been a very popular time of the week for us all and a lot 
of fun! 

 
This is only a snippet of the work we 
are doing! This term is a particularly 
busy term with an abundance of 
activities for us all to enjoy; so please 
stay tuned for the next exciting 
episode in the adventures of Year 3 
students at Columba Catholic 
College.  
 
 
Mrs Christensen and Mrs Martell   
YEAR 3 TEACHERS 



Term Two was a rollercoaster for Year Six, so we are very 
grateful to be back at school! At the beginning of Week Six, we 
welcomed back our full cohort after some time away from 
‘normal’ schooling to accommodate for Online Learning. Since 
coming back to school, we have been experimenting with a 
blend of online learning and ‘normal’ learning. Year Six loved 
being able to self pace their learning while they were working 
from home. So, to continue their love of this, literacy rotations 
are now an online activity. We’re very lucky to have students 
that have been so willing to use a Growth Mindset to find the 
positives in a new and challenging situation.  
 
We have also been enjoying using our Pastoral Care times and 
lunch times to catch up with friends and play. On Friday 
afternoons, we’ve been doing yoga, watercolour paintings and 
puzzles. The students have enjoyed using this time to make 
lasting memories of their last year of primary school.  
 
After the challenges that COVID19 presented for our learning, 
we are so grateful to be back into our normal routines and to 
have grown as learners.  
 
Miss Benedetto and Miss Allison 
YEAR 6 TEACHERS  

Shine at Columba 



Shine at Columba 

The Columba Careers Website is a one stop shop! You will find 
information on every University in Australia and many other 
institutions – their website, scholarships, early entry schemes, 
alternate entry schemes, application information, adjustment factors 
and course guides.    
For all information go to https://www.columbacareers.com/ 
 

Year 10 Work Experience: 
Year 10 Work Experience will not occur at the end of this term due to 
COVID-19 and current restrictions. The Year 10 students are expected 
to attend school during Week 10 and their last day of school will be 
Friday 26 June. 
 

Year 12 students: 
Important information regarding the FREE JCU and QTAC webinar, on 
Tuesday 16 June at 4pm.  
Please remember to register here -  
https://jcu.zoom.us/webinar/register/5315879724875/
WN_GxqhgkVURbCXgvt7jUUzHg   

CQU FREE Year 12 Parent Webinar – Tuesday 16 June from 4 
to 5pm. Please register on the link below. 
https://spectre.cqu.edu.au/survey/surveys/
response/5ec6316a-ba5c-4042-94bf-189dc0a814b9?
utm_source=marketo&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=
dom_schools_2020&utm_content=schoolsupdate_june_regis
ter&mkt_tok=eyJpIjoiTVdaaFltWmpPRGRpTldRNCIsInQiOiIzW
GJRcXhza0swWm9WVU05Sk9jV1VVQmRuZXZZMHJaUkNtZHI
1aGNPbDZtSlJtT3Q5NmNJSGJSazI1b3hZOGE2NzB0RWdFZTZv
clc4VVFTWG1DRXZvS3ZQMXhGOExETzVqZk5FcW81UFA1T20
xeWhBcSt1YzI2WmZNVlU3UTFLUCJ9  
 
 

Prep – Year 1O reports will be emailed in Week 3 of Term 3. 
Year 11 and 12 student reports will be emailed at the end of term 2. 

Important information on Apprenticeships: 
The Australian Apprenticeships and Traineeships Information 
Service have developed short online quizzes to help you self-
assess your literacy and numeracy skills. The questions are 
related to an industry you might be looking to do an 
apprenticeship or traineeship in. For example, you will get 
different questions depending on whether you do the Animal 
Care and Management quiz, compared to  
the Electrotechnology quiz. 
 

To explore these different tests and quizzes  
go to: aapathways.com.au/lnq 

https://www.columbacareers.com/
https://jcu.zoom.us/webinar/register/5315879724875/WN_GxqhgkVURbCXgvt7jUUzHg
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https://spectre.cqu.edu.au/survey/surveys/response/5ec6316a-ba5c-4042-94bf-189dc0a814b9?utm_source=marketo&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=dom_schools_2020&utm_content=schoolsupdate_june_register&mkt_tok=eyJpIjoiTVdaaFltWmpPRGRpTldRNCIsInQiOiIzWGJRcXhza0swWm9WV
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Shine at Columba 

Rural Mechanical Repairs, Charters Towers are looking for the 
following to commence January 2021. 

Apprentice Diesel Fitter 
Apprentice Parts Interpreter 

 

Organise some work experience and send your  
resumes to admin@rmrepairs.com.au 
 
Hastings Deering are on the hunt for 40 new apprentices.  
For more information and to apply visit -  
https://www.hastingsdeering.com.au/ourbusiness/working-with-
us/apprenticeships 
Applications close midnight July 5. 
 
BHP are seeking applications for their 2021 Apprenticeship 
Program. 
For more information and to apply visit -   
https://careers.bhp.com/careers/JobDetail/BHP-2021-
Apprenticeship-Program-QLD-NSW/171803?
featured=0&fbclid=IwAR2ekiNdCaAobtdyrDOM89H_sDWdu-
logiiWH0DMlyMtqshDvdR_2SrXukM  
Applications close midnight June 17. 
 
Glencore Coal Apprenticeship Program for 2021. 
For more information and to apply visit - 
https://www.glencore.com/careers/australia/coal-apprenticeship?
fbclid=IwAR30XUzXd1LhgShoeiZmfCaHjAUEYKAIG4NT1pW4eMp46
cgQ7dJkj32UL90  
Applications close midnight June 21. 
 
Schindler Apprenticeship Program 2021 opens in July.  
For more information or to attend their online information night 
on the 1 July at 6pm to register, visit –  
https://app.revelian.com/schindlercareers/ 
 
Wilmar Apprenticeship Program 
Applications for 2021 intake opens mid-July. 
https://www.wilmarsugarmills.com.au/our-people/apprenticeships 
 
Ergon Apprenticeship Program for 2021 opens in mid-June 
https://www.ergon.com.au/about-us/careers/apprenticeships 
 
Please contact Leesa Stevenson on 4787 1744 or 
lstevenson2@columba.catholic.edu.au if you have any questions. 
 
Yours in careers, 
 
Leesa Stevenson 
VET & CAREERS CO-ORDINATOR 

The QCAA has launched the latest release of 

Student Portal (accessed via the myQCE website) 

This allows students to see the following 

information in their learning account: 

 

 General and Applied subject results for 
Unit 1 and Unit 2 

 General subject results for the first 
summative internal assessment (from late 
June) 

 VET results for completed competencies 
and qualifications 

 Projected QCE eligibility based on current 
enrolments. 

 
Maria Peck 
DEPUTY PRINCIPAL - ADMINISTRATION 

The CSPA is excited after its first meeting incorporating a face to face meeting and Zoom.  We had a few 
wonderful parents join us on Zoom for our meeting on the 1st of June and amazingly things ran quite 
smoothly, for a first time.  We are going to continue to run our meetings as a combined Zoom and face to 
face into the future.  Watch for the Zoom link in your emails the week prior to the next meeting.  We are 
very excited about where we are as a school after the weeks of isolation and we are planning events for 
the school and the community.  If you would like to know what is happening with your CSPA and what 
events are planned please join our next meeting on the 22nd of June.  
 
Fiona Murray 
PRESIDENT 
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Focus on Years 7 & 8 
 

Year 8 Digital Technology is working on solving problems 
and scenarios using robotics programming. The students are 
using LEGO Mindstorm Robots that they have personally 
designed and built to solve a contextual problem that could 
arise in the near future. The students are programming their 
robots to locate and remove a container of hazardous 
materials for disposal without the risk of injury to humans. 
Their robot collects the container, takes it to the assigned 
area and then returns to the hanger.  
 
Year 7 Digital Technology is working on creating an 
animation or computer game of their own design in Alice 3, 
a programming, game design, and animation development 
program. Students are using coding blocks to manipulate 
and create objects, items and characters to create a 
coherent story using the Alice Programming Language.   
 
Sam DeWaele 
TEACHER 
 

Year 10 students are commencing the process of completing their Senior Education and Training (SET) Plan and selecting the subjects they 
will study to assist them in achieving their desired future pathway. 
 

All Year 10 parents / caregivers and students are invited to attend the Subject Selection Evening for students in Year 11 in 2021, at 7.00pm 
on Tuesday 28 July 2020, in the Mt Carmel Campus Dining Room. Student subject selections will be due on Tuesday 4th August 2020. For 
parents / caregivers unable to attend the information evening, the presentation will be recorded and the link will be shared with you 
following the presentation. 
 
NEW QCE PLANNING RESOURCE FOR YEAR 1O STUDENTS 
The QCAA has released a new interactive resource on the myQCE website for Year 10 students to assist in starting to think about their QCE 
Pathway. It covers QCE eligibility and helps them to explore future study and career goals.  Use the following link to access the myQCE 
website: https://myqce.qcaa.qld.edu.au/guide-to-planning-qce-pathway.html 
 
Maria Peck 
DEPUTY PRINCIPAL - ADMINISTRATION 

We will be holding Columba Catholic College's Fun Run's Crazy Colour 
Day as a major fund raising event this year on Founders' Day which is 
Thursday 3rd September 2020. We're doing it to raise much needed 
money for the St. Vincent de Paul Winter Appeal and our College's 
Catholic Schools' Parents' Association. 
 
The Crazy Colour Day is all about fun! It will be a huge colourful mess 
and is undoubtably one of the most exciting days on our school's 
calendar, with everyone's participation the aim, so please make sure 
they attend on the day and cheer the other kids on! 
 
How Does My Child Fundraise? 
Firstly, from Tuesday 9th June, go to schoolfunrun.com.au and create a 
student profile page. Everything to do with your fund raising revolves 
around this page. 

https://myqce.qcaa.qld.edu.au/guide-to-planning-qce-pathway.html
http://WWW.schoolfunrun.com.au

