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Dear Parents and Caregivers, 
 
We gladly received back the majority of students to the College this 
week and celebrated their return with two wonderful days of food, 
friendship and fun this week at each campus. 
 
Residential students also have found the ‘new normal’ of physical 
distancing, enhanced hygiene and bio security measures as part of the 
living away from home rhythm of the residences.  
 
This week, we acknowledged National Sorry Day and Reconciliation 
week that took on a different feel this Year, in virtual events, liturgies 
and acknowledgment. Being virtual has meant that we can connect 
anywhere and the theme “in this together” is more apt than ever. Our 
College values of Courage, Commitment and Compassion hold true as 
we consider the vulnerability, and strength of Indigenous Australians 
in our past and future. We celebrate our diversity and embrace our 
Catholic tradition of being ‘universal’ in our approach to all. Being a 
Catholic school and not a private school, ensures we remain authentic 
to our mission to be a place of hope and courage in our convictions, 
enabling families to enrol students at the College with fair 
consideration of family circumstance and finances. 
 
There is a real sense of energy and engagement in learning across the 
College, with teachers embracing and continuing the best aspects of 
remote learning this week, with some great student success. 
 
Co-curricular connection opportunities continue with SRC meetings, 
Mini and Teen Vinnies, instrumental Music, Tai Chi and Scrambled Legs 
returning.  
 
This week, our Year 12 students results for Unit 3 were confirmed by 
the QCAA, with students returning excellent results. This bodes well 
for the commitment and resilience of our senior students.  

Courage  Commitment  Compassion 

 
We held two wonderful virtual Taste of Columba tours in the 
Virtual Taste of Boarding and Taste of Secondary. Our College 
Captains and key staff narrated and showed families and students 
what Mt Carmel life was about, all from the comfort of their own 
homes!  If you missed out on this or know of friends and family 
who did, please contact the College to receive the links for you to 
view. We also can organise personal tours of each campus, after 
hours, for those who would like to be shown around. 
 
When COVID19 restrictions lift, we will again open our doors to 
groups of students for overnight stays in residences and transition 
days. Until then, come and experience our Virtual Columba. Stay 
tuned for our Taste of Columba -  St Mary’s campus tours. 
 
Our 2021 enrolments are very positive and I urge families to 
submit their enrolments as soon as possible. An expanded 
selection of St Columcille bursaries for 2021 will be launched at 
the end of the term for new and existing students. I will advise 
when they have been endorsed by the College Board. 
 
Best wishes for the fortnight ahead.  
 
 
   
 
 

 
 
 
  Candi Dempster 
  PRINCIPAL 
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Name:          Carmen Labuschagne                    

Hometown:      Klerksdorp, North west Province South Africa             

Subjects taught:   English, History and Geography             

Favourite Foods:  Tacos, and my new Australian favourite- chicken parmi      

Hobbies:   Mountain biking, gardening, swimming  

  

   

TERM 2 WEEK 5 
Respect for Tradition: 
Doing “Good Works” 
 
Prep  Makenzee Butler -  
  Trying her best 
Year 1  Alexander Jeffries -  
  Consistently showing kindness and good manners 
Year 2  Lincoln Kerr -  
  Being a kind and courteous class member 
Year 3  Lilly Lavery -  
  For being a kind, caring and helpful friend 
Year 4  Saylor Whitby - 
  Visual Art 
Year 5  Tyla Kerr -  
  Trying, being positive and using kind words 
Year 6A Ethan Ford -  
  Encouraging peers to do their best 
Year 6B Imogen Geaney 

 

 

TERM 2 WEEK 6 

Respect for Learning: 

Being prepared, organized and on task for learning 

 

Prep  Hamish Webb 

Year 1  Clare Brady 

Year 2  Charlie Webb 

Year 3  Molly Sproat 

Year 4  Alexander Zhao 

Year 5  Dax Schulze 

Year 6A Jet Ives 

Year 6B Lara Cavanagh 

TERM 2 WEEK 5 

Respect for Self:  

Setting realistic work goals and targets and putting in your best 
effort. 
 

Year 7  Gracie Tincknell 

Year 8   Casey Butler 

Year 9   Imogen Ruyg 

Year 10  Tyler Thompson 

Year 11  Olivia Stevenson 

Year 12  Jasmine Thompson 

 

 

A reminder for those families who elected to purchase a ACER laptop in 2019 and committed to pay $75 per term  
over two Years, please note that the $75 payment for Term Two is now due.    
Please email any queries to  accounts@columba.catholic.edu.au  

TERM 2 WEEK 6 

Respect for Learning:  

Follows routines and expectations that support learning. 
 

Year 7  Eloise Wassmuth 

Year 8  Grace Taylor 

Year 9   Reagan Davidson 

Year 10  Jasper Guy 

Year 11  Elle Beare 

Year 12  Travis Bethel 
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A quick reflection of this week and the wonderful return of all of our 
students gives us the chance to recognise what is important in our lives 
at school.  In one week, we’ve experienced so much of the ‘extras’ that 
help make our College wonderful.   
 
Learning 
Teachers have met throughout the past 5 weeks to discuss all of the 
positives that came out of on-line learning; independence, problem-
solving, revision and feedback were high on this list.  Teaching staff have 
in many ways been re-energised with the increased ability to try new 
things and now the opportunity to implement these in our normal 
teaching cycles.  Students have been keen to return to the normality of 
face-to-face learning and are matching the energy and enthusiasm. 
 
Togetherness 
The smiles on some children’s faces when they reconnected with their 
friends after up to 8 weeks apart was priceless.  There was a real beauty 
in being able to witness the boost that students who have been at school 
received when they saw their classmates return to them.  This was 
highlighted with a joyous vibe on Tuesday when we officially welcomed 
everyone back on the Primary campus with sausages, cake and 
music.  For me, the efforts of Mrs Crowley organising and cooking a treat 
for everyone, and the generosity of students like Grace Flood to come 
and help serve highlighted just how special this place is.   
 
Tradition 
Already this week, we’ve celebrated two key calendrical events, albeit 
very differently to how we’d normally do it.  On Monday, we prayed to 
our national and diocesan patron saint: Mary, Help of Christians.  All 
students from Prep to Year 6 spent some time at the Grotto considering 
the grace we receive knowing that we can always call on Mary, Help of 
Christians for guidance through a moving prayer service and 
meditation.  On Tuesday, we paused to acknowledge National Sorry Day 
and Reconciliation Week.  Gaining an understanding of the importance of 
these events provides a maturity and sense of empathy and compassion 
for all of us.   
 
Fun 
Instrumental music lessons have recommenced this week and even 
though it has been very chilly at 7:30 in the morning, students have 
entered with a warmth and excitement to again be challenging 
themselves to learn some new skills.  Students also seem to have a 
renewed appreciation of playtime as they have the opportunity to just 
spend some time with their friends running about and playing the 
plethora of games they always do. 
 
It will be interesting to know what we will think when we look back on 
this period of time in the future.  It is comforting to know now that what 
is really important to us will always be here. 
 
Ryan O’Connor 
ASSISTANT TO THE PRINCIPAL - RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 
ST. MARY’S CAMPUS 



Shine at Columba 

9/10 Commedia dell'Arte performances at home as 
Columbine (Bronte Williamson) and Pantalone (Isaac 

Neilson).  Roshan Batzler's model set design for Mother 
Courage and her Children. 

The Arts Department has been a hive of activity this term 
with students engaging in online practical and theoretical 
curriculum across each discipline of Drama, Music and 
Visual Art.  
 
Students who have selected Drama across Years 7-12 are 
studying styles that include Theatre in Education (7), The 
Elements of Drama (8), various Comedy styles (9/10), and 
Epic Theatre (11/12).  
 
In Music, students from Years 7-11 are looking into Pop 
music (7), social anthems (8), Electronic Music (9/10) and 
refining their skills with a focus on performance craft (11).  
 
Visual Art has been very popular this Year with students 
learning about Surrealism mixed animals and peace posters 
(7), Indigenous Art (8), art in nature through the style of 
tessellations and mosaics (9/10), self-identity through the 
style of videography and self-images (9/10), wearable art 
(11/12), and Art as Knowledge (11/12). Even though 
learning at home has changed our mode of delivery, 
students across all disciplines have been creating and 
displaying high quality practical works as well as written 
pieces.  
 
If you have any questions, please email me at: 
gporter@columba.catholic.edu.au  
 
Georgina Porter 
CURRICULUM MIDDLE LEADER - THE ARTS 

Daisy Pickering's Wearable Art.  Mikayla and Bella Godier with their 
 Art as Knowledge sculptures. 

Ashlie O’Connor composing using BandLab online. Brock Williams  
rehearsing with the drum kit. Sebastian Sorce and Jessie Baumgarten  

practising taping lead down for Music in Practice. 
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As we progress through Term 2, I would like to take this 
opportunity to introduce the newest member to our Learning 
Enrichment team – Mrs Chloe Shaw! Mrs Shaw comes to us with 
many Years of experience in the Learning Enrichment area and she 
is very excited to get to know students in person as they start 
returning this term.  
 
Even though online learning has given us some challenges to 
overcome, our teachers and teacher aides have been working very 
hard to support all students as best they can. Miss Kylie, Mrs Ku, 
and Mrs Capewell have taken our entirely face to face, paper-
based MacqLit intensive literacy program and transformed it into 
online lessons with students engaging at home via the Google 
Meet platform. It’s been wonderful to see students’ faces and 
watch their progress while they were learning at home. 
 
We have also been very busy at MCC finalising Individual 
Education Plans (IEPs) and these have now been sent to all 
relevant parents/carers. Please return these to Mrs Shaw or me at 
your earliest convenience.  
 
As students return to face to face learning, we will support them 
with flexibility and patience while they transition back into the 
classroom. If you have any questions, please email me at: 
gporter@columba.catholic.edu.au  
 
Georgina Porter 
LEARNING ENRICHMENT PROGRAM LEADER 
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Miss Kylie 

Mrs Capewell 

Mrs Ku 

In the Maths department, term 2 is proving to be quite interesting 
for the Year 7-10 students, as they begin to tackle problem-solving 
assignment tasks that are relevant to real world scenarios.  These 
tasks provide the students the opportunity to apply their 
mathematical knowledge to a problem with real world context and 
usually elicits great discussion in the classroom.  The senior 
students led the way last term, with the Year 11 Mathematical 
Methods students who used their knowledge of functions and 
graphs to design mountain bike tracks for Towers Hill.  It’s a pity we 
didn’t get to make their designs, as I’d be the first in line to test 
them out.  The Year 11 Essential Maths students analysed weather 
data for two overseas holiday destinations of their choice. The 
students then graphed the information to decide the best 
destination and best time of Year to host a wedding.   Covid-19 
restrictions and the lack of NRL on TV has the Year 10 Maths 
students  excited about their task, “Kicking Goals”.  In this task they 
will analyse successful NRL goal kicks and using their knowledge of 
Pythagoras’ theorem and trigonometric ratios.  They will be able to 
determine distances and angles of the kicks.  The Year 9 students 
are working with volume and will use that knowledge to calculate 
the volume of furniture in an average house, then determine what 
size of shipping container should be used to store and transport 
that furniture.  The Year 7 classes take on the role of Pizza catering 
companies who need to use their knowledge of rates and ratios to 
cater for a party, deciding on the number of pizzas and calculating 
ingredient quantities. In each of these problem-solving 
assignments, the students are required to justify their working and 
the decisions that they make.  Justification is a practice at the heart 
of mathematics.  As a disciplinary practice, justification has many 
purposes: it is used to validate claims, illuminate or provide insight 
into a result or phenomenon, and systematize knowledge.  
Justification helps students to develop their communication skills, 
representations skills and reasoning skills.  I encourage you to 
challenge your children to justify their choices with mathematical 
reasoning.  For example, give them a budget to cater for the snacks 
for a home movie night.  Let them make the purchases and ask for 
their reasoning behind the purchases, i.e., was there enough for 
everyone? 
 
Sophia Michaelis 
CURRICULUM MIDDLE LEADER - MATHEMATICS 

mailto:gporter@columba.catholic.edu.au


Online learning has certainly seen a change in the way we interact with 
one another and learn every day. In Year 4, we have had between 8 
and 11 students in the classroom each day and the rest of the class 
working hard at home.  
 
Throughout the day, students have engaged with their teacher and 
peers in Google Hangouts. The technology capabilities of students has 
grown as children learn to navigate new programs and share their 
completed work online.  
 
Although the class may not be together, that hasn’t stopped us from 
learning about the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander cultures in 
HASS and how different materials have different properties in Science. 
In Health, we have been able to learn how Australia is a multicultural 
society and in Religious Education, we have learnt about all the 
wonderful work Caritas does to help people in poverty all around the 
world.  
 
Everyone is certainly excited to finally be back together this week and 
learning in a ‘normal’ classroom environment as we prepare for 
assessment in the coming weeks.  
 
Gerard Webber 
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Groups of students from Year One, Two and Three are 
attending Literacy and/or Numeracy Learning Enrichment 
classes. Every student is unique, with varied needs and 
interests. During these Learning Enrichment lessons, 
opportunities exist whereby activities can be adjusted to meet 
these needs and interests. By personalising student learning, 
concepts can be presented to the learner in a variety of ways 
allowing understanding and retention. 
 
A child’s ability to read is paramount to a successful education 
and an integral part of life. A major focus of our Literacy 
lessons with Year One and Year Two students is reading and 
the associated skills to enable fluency and a clear 
understanding of what is being read. Children are exposed to 
many different forms of reading and comprehension tasks 
with the purpose of strengthening their bank of sight words 
and their ability to use knowledge of sounds to decipher 
unknown words. Daily home reading is extremely important 
to support this learning. 
 
During Term One, Year Three students attended Purposeful 
Numeracy Groups. During these sessions, the students 
participated in meaningful activities that assisted in preparing 
them to sit the NAPLAN Test. With the changes to schooling 
and attendance, NAPLAN was cancelled, but for those children 
who have been in attendance at school, numeracy lessons 
have focussed on addition and subtraction operations, 
sequencing of numbers and reading and writing in word form 
three and four digit numerals. 
 
Although this term commenced quite differently to other 
terms, children were supplied with many varied activities so 
their learning would remain continuous and uninterrupted. 
For those students who attended school, our work in small 
groups continued. 
 
Students at Columba are catered for, with the provision of 
meaningful programmes to develop and enhance their 
learning. 
 
Shirley Champion 
LEARNING ENRICHMENT TEACHER 
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