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Dear members of the Columba Catholic College community, 
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Dear Parents and Caregivers, 
 
As we return to a new type of normal, with four out of our eleven 
year levels returning to face to face schooling, I am again impressed 
with the way that Prep, Year 1, and Year 11 and 12 students have re-
engaged in learning.  
 
Transitions are always a bit difficult to manage at the best of times, 
however, staff have enabled the transition smoothly, by their genuine 
love of having students back at school and in retaining elements of 
online learning that fostered student independence, self paced 
learning and organisation. The joy on student faces in seeing teachers 
and classmates again, was testament to their connection to the 
College and what it means to them. Columba Pride and connection!  
 
Our online playgroup, led by Ms Sonia Wood, has been very 
successful, and the varied early learning activities and strategies have 
been well received by our youngest members of Columba, at home! 
Our Senior students have relished moving into their new Senior 
Precinct - Kelly Block, with its interactive technology, university styled 
study spaces and visible classroom layouts. The Senior phase of 
learning requires a unique mix of independence and structure, with 
this facility embracing these elements. Year 11 and 12 have begun the 
week well, with determination and resolve to engage in the ability to 
again learn face to face with teachers. Trade Training, Traineeships 
and Apprenticeships began again this week in earnest. 
 
In the co-curricular curriculum, the first virtual CCC Youth Group was 
held last Saturday, with students immersed in connecting again in 
faith and service, and at each Campus, the virtual House Cup is being 
vyed for with various activities being set and challenged by House 
Captains and SRC. Instrumental Music continues, with some virtual 
lessons; as well as Cross Country training with virtually submitted 
times! 
 
In residences, I thank all residential and household staff for their ‘no 
problem’ attitude in the ever changing COVID-19 boarding landscape. 
They have enabled students to be connected, active and engaged 
while being safe and cared for in residences. Residential students 
have simply been fantastic, showing resilience and maturity in dealing 
with the changes, especially restricted town leave. This structure 

Courage  Commitment  Compassion 

ensures that they and the community are kept safe, as per health 
regulations and more so, as a common sense and care approach 
to this situation. As we transitioned senior residents back to 
boarding, our ‘return to boarding’ plan was endorsed, as 
required, by the Public Health Unit through Townsville General 
Hospital. 
 
As we move into enrolments for 2021 and beyond, I bring to your 
attention two upcoming events: The Taste of Columba - Virtual 
Taste of Boarding Thursday May 28 -  7pm-8pm and Virtual 
Taste of Secondary Friday May 29 9am - 11am. This is a new 
platform and we are preparing an interactive, yet personal tour 
and taste of what it will be like in boarding , as well as what Mt 
Carmel Campus, and especially Year 7, looks and feels like. I 
invite interested families to register their attendance to 
experience Boarding in a virtual setting, with live chats with 
myself, Deputy Principals and student leaders. The Taste of 
Secondary is for students enrolling in 2021 and beyond, 
especially into Year 7, where they will experience the campus in a 
virtual setting, again with live chats and views of students in 
action in classes across the campus. Register now! When we can 
have visitors on site, we will invite you all to attend and 
experience it face to face and stay in residences, but until then, 
we can show you Columba on the virtual platform! 
 
As we settle into our hybrid way of teaching and learning, and 
connecting for the next week, I wish you all a good fortnight and 
will keep you informed of any changes to schooling, as it comes 
to hand. 
 
I look forward to seeing many new faces on our virtual tours. 
 

 
 

   

 

 
 Candi Dempster 



Shine at Columba 

Name:   Chloe Shaw                            

Hometown:   Yeppoon                  

Subjects taught:  MacqLit, P-12 Learning Enrichment teacher         

Favourite Foods:    Burrito bowls       

Hobbies:    Travelling, photography and spending time with my family. 

   

TERM 2 WEEK 3 

Respect for Learning  
Respect for others - supporting classmates in online learning  

Prep  Nate Williams 

Year 1  Domanic Gray 

Year 2  Ryhen Butler 

Year 3  Robbie Sorrensen 

Year 4  Isabella O’Sullivan 

Year 5  Bobbi Jenkins 

Year 6A Marcus Winterburn 

Year 6B Chase Harrington 

THURSDAY 28 MAY  2020 
For prospective students 
interested in Boarding at 
Columba in 2021 and beyond. 
 

 

 

TERM 2 WEEK 4 

Respect for Learning  
Respect for self - showing resilience by persevering through challenges  

Prep  Eliza Ramm 

Year 1  Samantha Brady 

Year 2  Oscar O’Sullivan 

Year 3  Blade Milton 

Year 4  Kaitlyn Venning 

Year 5  Chloe Archer 

Year 6A Julian Dempster 

Year 6B Jadaine Simelane 

  

TERM 2 WEEK 4 

Respect for Others 

Communicating with others in a polite, courteous and respectful manner 

Year 7   Kristya Murphy 

Year 8   Maddie Knuth 

Year 9   Ronald Kris 

Year 10  Maria Wilson 

Year 11  Jack Davidson 

Year 12  Hunter Langtree 

FRIDAY 29 MAY  2020 
For students interested in enrolling 
in Year 7 in 2021 and beyond. 

 
Please see attached flyers for 
details. 

Please  

register today 

office@columba.catholic.edu.au 



Due to Covid-19 all students on the Mt Carmel Campus commenced their 
learning online this term. The teachers on the Mt Carmel Campus have 
worked tirelessly to develop productive on line learning experiences for 
students in their classes, and have refined these experiences for students 
as we have progressed. For this we are most grateful as they have done a 
fantastic job. Teachers are engaging with students at least once a week 
via Google Meet and students are required to submit their work via 
Google Classroom or Turnitin as directed by their teacher. If students are 
experiencing any difficulties with their work, they are encouraged to 
contact their teachers via email.  
 
This is definitely a time where the home-school partnership between 
teachers and parents is crucial to support our students while they are 
learning from home. While teachers are responsible for the teaching of 
the students in their subjects, learning at home can be aided by parents 
by ensuring that students complete the work set, attend Google Meets, 
have structured routines, have a suitable workspace, have their usual 
recess breaks and go to bed at a suitable time etc. Communication 
between teachers, students and parents at this time is essential. During 
this time of isolation teachers and staff have been dedicated to making 
connections and communicating with parents and students.  
 
Regarding assessment, teachers have made adjustments to the types of 
assessment items that students will complete and when these will be 
done, taking into account the online learning environment and when 
students return to school. Amended Assessment Date calendars will be 
uploaded on the schools website under the ‘Parent’ tab. Year eleven and 
twelve examinations and practical tasks in some applied subjects will be 
reviewed in terms of timing based on when we return to school. 
Assignments (take home assessment) will be due as per the assessment 
calendar.  
 
If parents or students would like to know more about their child’s 
learning of the curriculum, the first port of call is the subject teacher. The 
teacher is the best person to provide guidance and support for your child 
and answer any questions you may have at this time. Curriculum Leaders 
will also be able to assist if you require further information. 
 
This week we were excited to be able to welcome back our Year 11 and 
12 students in addition to the students who have been on campus since 
the commencement of the term. Year 11 and 12 students commenced 
classes this week in the newly renovated and modern senior precinct in 
Kelly block. 
 
TAFE at School Face-To-Face Delivery Recommencement 
From 11 May 2020 face-to-face training for TAFE at School students will 
recommence onsite. Classes at the Dalrymple Trade Training Centre 
(DTTC) will recommence for Columba students completing certificates 
this week. Students completing the Certificate II in Health Support 
Services will attend the DTTC on Wednesday while those students 
completing the Certificate II in Kitchen Operations, Certificate II in 
Automotive Services and Certificate II Engineering Pathways will attend 
on Thursday. As per normal arrangements students will be bussed to and 
from the Dalrymple Trade Training Centre on College buses. 
 
TAFE has requested us to communicate to students and parents the 
importance of attending all face to face classes for the rest of the Term 2 
so students can complete practical work. 
 

 
QCAA Assessment Preparation Advice for Students and Parents 
The Queensland Curriculum and Assessment Authority (QCAA) 
have developed a series of factsheets for Year 11 and 12 
students and parents/carers that offer advice on study strategies 
and how to prepare for internal and external assessment. 
Answers to FAQs relating to the impact of the Coronavirus 
pandemic on senior schooling are also available. Please refer to 
the following website to access these factsheets and FAQs. 
 
https://www.qcaa.qld.edu.au/coronavirus-updates/for-students
-and-parentscarers 
 
James Cook University Year 12 Success Package 
James Cook University has released its Year 12 Success Package. 
It can be accessed by using the following link:  jcu.edu.au/year-
12. 
 
Students and parents can find out information about: 

Early Offers 
Guaranteed Admission 
Adjustment Factors 
Download the 2020 Undergraduate Study Guide 
Scholarships 
 

JCU is also holding a number of study webinars that parents and 
students can register for: 

 Careers in Health: Tuesday 9 June - 4pm (AEST) 

 Year 12 QTAC Information: Tuesday 16 June - 4pm (AEST) 

 Application-based Programs: Tuesday 28 July - 4pm (AEST) 
Please use the link above to find out more information and to 
register to attend the webinar. 
 
UCAT 2020 
Students in Years 10, 11 and 12 interested in medicine or 
dentistry will need to sit the compulsory UCAT when applying for 
one of the above career choices. On the 17th May 2020, NIE will 
be conducting a full-day interactive live online UCAT preparation 
workshop. Tickets are limited. CLICK HERE to enrol. 
 
Maria Peck 
DEPUTY PRINCIPAL - ADMINISTRATION 

 
Full Day Interactive UCAT Workshop - LIVE ONLINE 

17 May 2020 (Sunday), 10.00am - 6.30pm AEST 
Parents are invited from 4.30pm onwards 

Conducted by Two of the NIE's Senior Teachers 
Click here for more information about the  

program's structure.  
  

https://www.vision6.com.au/ch/58906/37rwz/2182520/4JFtKyLkScOkc89sY_zEBBE48s.WpIP5vY3gJien.html
https://www.qcaa.qld.edu.au/coronavirus-updates/for-students-and-parentscarers
https://www.qcaa.qld.edu.au/coronavirus-updates/for-students-and-parentscarers
http://s1885735477.t.en25.com/e/er?s=1885735477&lid=893&elqTrackId=A0FF0B0C39D1C7949FC6E6295A5561D9&elq=a8e4f3d3406144a1a6ab3ca0a5b29ab3&elqaid=1065&elqat=1
http://s1885735477.t.en25.com/e/er?s=1885735477&lid=893&elqTrackId=A0FF0B0C39D1C7949FC6E6295A5561D9&elq=a8e4f3d3406144a1a6ab3ca0a5b29ab3&elqaid=1065&elqat=1
https://www.nie.edu.au/index.php?option=com_acymailing&ctrl=url&subid=4079&urlid=20459&mailid=897
https://www.nie.edu.au/index.php?option=com_acymailing&ctrl=url&subid=4079&urlid=20501&mailid=897


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“In our Year 9 History class, we have been learning about the 
movement of people in the Industrial Revolution which occured 
in the period of time (1750-1914). I enjoyed studying about the 
Industrial Revolution because it was pretty interesting learning 
about the movement of the people in the Industrial Revolution 
and how our ancestors have lived compared to us today. 

 

We are now starting to investigate World War I (WWI) a.k.a ‘The 
Great War’ including the Gallipoli Campaign and the ANZACS who 
have been involved in the Gallipoli Campaign. We investigated 
the main cause of WWI which is the M.A.N.I.A (Militarism, 
Alliances, Nationalism, Imperialism and Assassination) and some 
of the interesting information that occurred during WWI and the 
Gallipoli Campaign.”  
 
 

By Ronald Kris  
YEAR 9 HISTORY 
 
“In History we have engaged in two main topics, the first term’s 
topic being World War Two and the second being Rights and 
Freedoms. Throughout the first term we learnt about World War 
Two, how it started, who was in it, where it happened , how it 
was publicised. The class often analysed certain propaganda 
pieces that were put out by countries and governments such as 
Germany during the Second World War to portray the enemy in a 
certain way. They did this because they wanted the people of 
their countries to do things such as join the army and donate 
money. The class also learnt about the Nazi party and the  
atrocities they committed during the war such as the holocaust. 
This term Year 10 are learning about Rights and Freedoms. We 
are focusing on the American civil rights movement and the 
struggles of Indigenous Australians over the years. We learnt 
about major historical figures such as Rosa Parks who played a 
pivotal role in the Montgomery bus boycott in the 1950s , Martin 
Luther King JNR who was a defining figure who led the African 
American civil rights movement and Eddie Mabo who rose up to 
the Queensland government and gained land rights for the 
Aboriginal people. The class has also learnt about the Stolen 
Generation and the land that was taken from the Aboriginal 
people.” 

 
 

By Flynn Kyle 
YEAR 10 HISTORY  

2020 has marked a brand new chapter of the Humanities and 
Languages Department at our College. This semester, students across 
Years 7 - 10 studied History.  Below are some thoughts shared by our 
History students in their learning for this semester: 
 
 

“In History last term, we learned about Ancient China. Ancient China 
was a very interesting topic. We discovered that people were not 
treated that well and it was one of the most successful civilisations of 
ancient times. Some things that helped Ancient China were the two 
major rivers, both located in China, Yellow and the Yangtze River. The 
Chinese came up with lots of useful inventions such as paper, printing 
and the compass.” 

 
 

 “This term, we are learning about Pharaohs and Ancient Egypt. The 
Pharaohs we have to learn about are Hatshepsut, Cleopatra, Ramesses 
or Thutmose lll. In Ancient Egypt, they had a social system with the 
pharaoh at the top and the farmers and slaves at the bottom. The 
Pharaoh and his family lived in palaces and had the finest food and 
clothing. Then it was the Government officials and Nobles. They lived in 
large extravagant houses and wore perfume and makeup. The Priests 
were next they were highly respected and performed healings. We 
really enjoyed learning History. It was really fun.” 

 

By Layla Ford and Eloise Wassmuth  
YEAR 7 HISTORY 
 
“So far in Year 8 History we have been learning about what medieval 
times were like, and the Black Death phenomenon. In Term 1, we 
started to learn about Medieval Europe. This included learning about 
peasants’ lives, the medieval feudal (social) structure, and the daily 
routines of medieval citizens. We had to create a fakebook page for a 
person who lived during a medieval eclipse. In this task we explored 
how differently the rich people and poor people would have reacted 
when the eclipse occurred. We are now exploring the Black Death. In 
this fascinating topic, we learnt how medieval society reacted to the 
Black Plague, and what they thought could cure it.” 
 
 

By Imogen Wassmuth  
YEAR 8 HISTORY 

Shine at Columba 



 

Shine at Columba 

This year students have been studying Chinese Mandarin as one of 
the Year 7 and 8 rotational subjects.  Students in Year 9 were given 
the opportunity to choose Chinese as one of their elective 
subjects.  Below are some reflections from students. 

 
 
 

“您好, 我叫 Ava. 我想跟你们介绍 我们的九年级中文课！ 

Hello, my name is Ava and today I will tell you about our Year 9 
Chinese class!  
 
 

This year in our Grade 9 languages class, we have been learning 
about self-introduction. We have learnt how to introduce 
ourselves using our names, family members, likes and dislikes, our 
nationalities and ages. This term we will be participating in the 
listening and speaking component, furthering our study through 
times, dates, locations and birthdays. I am looking forward to 
expanding my knowledge over the course of the next few weeks!” 

 

By Ava Godier 
YEAR 9 CHINESE  
 
 
"During Term 1 in Chinese I learnt how to read and speak 
Mandarin. At times it was challenging, but with the help of our 
teacher Mr. Ku we learnt how to read and speak Chinese.  By the 
end of the term, we all felt confident to stand in front of the class 
to present and speak Chinese. Our goal was to have our self 
introduction from English to Chinese.  I have enjoyed learning 
Chinese during Term 1. 
 
 
By Clarice Young 
YEAR 8 CHINESE ELECTIVE 

 

 



Shine at Columba 

 

COVID 19 may have seen us turn to Online Learning over the past 
few weeks, but it certainly did not stop us from diving into our learning! 
This term, we are exploring the  wonderful and fascinating world of 
‘Minibeasts.’ We have integrated English, Science and Technology so that 
we can immerse ourselves in this theme. There is so much to discover! 
 

We kicked off our Online Learning early by asking our students to go on 
a ‘Backyard Safari’ to see what creatures they could spy in their own 
backyards. The photos show the amazing finds that our students had. 
 

In English, we have been distinguishing between fact and opinion as we 
prepare to write our own Information Reports about minibeasts. We 
have learnt that cicadas live underground for up to 17 years, only to live 
for a short 5-6 months on the trees.  Also, did you know that centipedes 
can run backwards? We can’t wait  to read the students’ Information 
Reports to gather even more curious facts. 
 

As part of Science and Technology, Year 1 is learning about minibeasts 
and their habitats. Each week we have learnt about a new minibeast; 
their appearance, behaviour and their unique homes which have 
everything they need to survive. In the coming weeks, the children will 
design and make a diorama of a minibeast their choice. This will allow 
them to apply some of their knowledge in a fun and hands-on way.  
 

By the time you read this article, Year 1 will have returned to school. We 
cannot  thank our parents enough for engaging so willingly in our Online 
Learning. It certainly was a steep learning curve for us all, but we got 
through it together.  
 
 

Sally Geaney & Marisa O’Connor 
YEAR ONE TEACHERS 
 



Two of the highlights of the year exist in celebrating Country Music Week and 
Mother’s Day.  The fact that we have over half of our students at home 
wasn’t going to deter us from celebrating these two days. 
 
For Country Music Week, classes sang and danced together on Hangouts 
using our Google Classroom.  Students at home and at school dressed up in 
their best country gear and shared their photos with each other.  School 
Officers created country craft with giant guitars heading home.  Playtime at 
school was to a country music soundtrack and of course the staff tried to 
cheer everyone up with their version of the ‘Git Up’. 
 
On Mother’s Day, teachers and school officers ensured that presents were 
going home to Mum in the form of cards, slideshows, interview cards, 
vouchers and find-a-words.  Families sent recipes to spoil Mum with and 
shared photos from home.  These photos formed the basis of a beautiful 
prayer we shared with everyone, with the intention purely to celebrate our 
wonderful Mums and the abundant love they give us. 
 
There was a lot of time and energy invested into keeping our engagement 
with these events in a virtual world.  The reason for this is because we see 
them as being so important to our year, because they are part of our 
community and enable us to celebrate each other.  It is more than Country 
Music - it is the chance to share joy through singing and dancing with each 
other.  Mother’s Day is more than breakfast in bed - it is the chance to show 
love for our families and the families within our community.  It is the chance 
to thank God for the gift of Mums and each other.  We are very lucky to be 
able to still celebrate these events, even if it is different from how we 
normally do it. 
 
Ryan O’Connor 
ASSISTANT TO THE PRINCIPAL - RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 
ST. MARY’S CAMPUS 

Shine at Columba 












