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Dear Parents and Caregivers, 
 
The term has certainly begun in earnest, but in a very different way, 
with COVID-19 restrictions placed on both day and boarding school 
sections of the College. 
 
We have engaged in online learning for all students, as per 
government regulations and it has been a great success. This is in no 
way by chance. Teaching and support staff have worked generously 
and with much skill, to design learning sequences aligned to the 
Australian curriculum, with precision and intent. However, the guiding 
principle of connecting with students, in a face to face medium, 
regardless of where they are learning from, is met with much delight 
by teachers and students, when they again get to see their teacher 
and fellow classmates. Columba is not a remote learning educational 
institution by design, as the principles of face to face interaction, 
connection and support is a hallmark of this type of educational 
system. However, the way that this has been nurtured in a remote 
learning environment has been outstanding. We have taught 
students, in this online capacity, across the full breadth of subject 
areas, including all rotational and elective subjects such as Food and 
Fibre, Design Technology - Wood and Metal, Visual Art, Drama, 
Chinese and Music. This is a unique feature in our region. 
Instrumental Music, SRC, Youth Group, Teen Vinnies, House team 
Sport challenges have also continued. I am so proud of the way staff 
have engaged in this new way of thinking and doing, and the way in 
which students and families have engaged, embraced and found 
success in this new mode of education. 
 
ANZAC Day was commemorated across the College in a very unique 
way this year, and again, the Columba spirit of community and 
tradition was evident. At each campus, ceremonies were held for 
students of essential workers; many students from all around the 
region engaged in the RSL’s ‘light up the dawn’ initiative dressed in 
college uniform from their driveways and homes; and a dawn service, 
led by the College Leaders and St Mary’s Campus Leaders was live 
streamed. The ode was read, the last post was played, flags lowered, 
a minute's silence honoured and a wreath laid at the cenotaph in 
town. It was a day to commemorate and was done in a very special 
way this year with dignity, integrity and pride. Columba has 65 known 
past students who engaged in WW1 and 225 in WW2. We honour 
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them and all who have served or continue to serve, for our 
freedom. When COVID-19 restrictions ease, I invite all families to 
come to the College museum at Mt Carmel Campus, and see our 
newly designed ‘Remembrance Room’. 
 
We have welcomed a new staff member to the College this term. 
Chloe Shaw is our learning enrichment teacher across the College 
and we welcome her to the teaching staff. Melinda O'Connor, 
teacher at Mt Carmel campus, has resigned, to take care of her 
children. We wish Melinda well and I will advise of her 
replacement in the near future. Scott Williamson, Year 5 teacher 
has taken leave this term, and I thank Robecca Sorrensen for 
taking on the Year 5 teaching role at this time. 
 
Enrolments for 2021 and beyond have begun in earnest, with 
applications being received. Please ensure your applications are 
coming in, and I ask you to encourage those you know to submit 
their applications now; visit the website for a virtual tour, or call 
the office to arrange a personal tour of the Campuses and 
residential houses.  
 
As COVID-19 continues, I will continue to update you on the 
evolving situation. We are adhering to the restrictions laid down 
by the government, as far as essential worker children and 
vulnerable students attending face to face on campuses, and look 
forward to the announcement when we can fully reopen and 
welcome back all of our residential and day students once again. 
The College is a hollow place without its students and I pray for 
this day to come quickly, when the determination on sustainable 
safety can be made. 
 
Best wishes for the fornight ahead. 
 
 
 

 

 
   

 Candi Dempster 

 PRINCIPAL 



Shine at Columba 

Name:    Lara Burns               

Hometown:    Charters Towers             

Year Level taught:   Prep     

Favourite Foods:   Homemade Pancakes and Icecream 

Hobbies:   I love seeking new adventures with family and friends 

  

    

TERM 2 WEEK 1 

Respect for Learning  
Dedication to completing all online tasks at a high standard 
 

Prep  Lanah Emerson 

Year 1  Harriet Couper 

Year 2  Jacob Gleeson 

Year 3  Bridie Jenkins 

Year 4  Sam Flood 

Year 5  Aaron Murray 

Year 6A Sienna Fagan 

Year 6B Grace Scholes 

  

  

 
 

Term Two School Fees will be issued Week 
4, week commencing Monday 11 May.   
Families with current means tested health 
care / pension cards are eligible to receive a 
further concession on tuition fees.  Please 
email a copy of the card to 
accounts@columba.catholic.edu.au.    
 
Those families without means tested 
concession cards  and who are experiencing 
genuine financial hardship and difficulty 
paying school fees should, and have always 
been, encouraged to contact the College for 
special consideration.  Families are 
reminded that no child shall be denied a 
Catholic school education because of 
financial hardship.   
 
Sandra McCabe 
FINANCE ADMINISTRATOR 

TERM 2 WEEK 1 

Respect for Learning 

Dedication to completing all online tasks at a high standard 
 

Year 7  Callum Bartschat 

Year 8   Bella Duddy 

Year 9   Maya Ives 

Year 10  Regan Burgoine 

Year 11  Taleesha Neville 

Year 12  Jorja Lococo 

 
The Country Music Festival for 2020 has been cancelled but we would still like to keep the Country Music  spirit alive. Students who 

are attending online learning at school are invited to dress in Country Fashion on Friday 1st May.   

Please note this is NOT a FREE dress day.  Students attending school must be dressed in either country attire or College uniform.   

 

Students who are engaging in online learning at home are also invited to dress in country attire and send photos through  

to the College to: jthompson@columba.catholic.edu.au 
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What does on-line learning look like on the Primary Campus? 
 
Prep have a daily Google Slide presentation filled with videos and 
activities.  Miss Burns has tailored resource packs for the class to support 
this with a big focus on early reading, writing and numbers.  Mrs Geaney 
and Mrs O’Connor delight their Year 1 class each morning with their fancy 
hats as they share a daily greeting and rundown of the day.  Another 
highlight of last week was the ‘Backyard Safari’ as part of the Science Unit 
to go exploring for ‘mini-beasts’ hiding in the garden.  Year 2 are 
progressing beautifully with their work on Google Docs, sharing their 
writing instantly with Mrs Pilcher.  They especially love Mrs Pilcher’s 
personalised pictures to let them know she has left them some feedback 
on their work.  Year 3 are loving being grown up enough to work 
independently as they progress through the weekly plans.  Mrs 
Christensen and Mrs Martell have blended this beautifully with the 
comfort of following the general routine of school, giving everyone the 
confidence to tackle any challenge.  Mr Webber and Year 4 are loving 
their Google Meets.  All of Year 4 are lucky enough to be able to jump on 
several times a day and get the same Mr Webber who they know and love 
as they work through their Soundwaves and Maths Mentals, before 
tackling other subjects.  Mrs Sorrensen has Year 5 firing with a Weekly 
plan full of links to each lesson and plenty of extra challenges on 
offer.  I’m hoping some children aren’t finding the ‘Make the Bed’ task a 
challenge though…  Year 6 are shining when it comes to independence 
and problem solving.  Miss Allison and Miss Benedetto have provided a 
full schedule with videos, instructions and tasks.  Students have quickly 
developed skills to overcome their challenges like re-watching the videos, 
comparing tasks and supporting each other.  This week, instrumental 
lessons through video or hangout started and the SRC met over hangout 
and have some wonderful plans for the coming weeks. 
 
I have nothing but praise for the teachers, school officers, students and 
parents at the Primary Campus.  The teachers have spent a tremendous 
amount of time tailoring their Google Classrooms to suit the needs of 
their class. They’ve been able to maintain communication with each child 
in their class and continue to adapt and offer support and care along the 
way.  Our school officers have been tireless in supporting our teaching 
staff with resources and supervising students that are here at 
school.  They were instrumental in organising and creating our meaningful 
ANZAC Day display and continuing to instill the pride and respect within 
our students.  Our students and parents have shown wonderful resilience 
and a willingness to support our school at home.  A highlight of each week 
is the Google Meet where students who need to be at school get to see 
their friends at home.  The dedication of those at home to create 
workspaces and persevere is truly appreciated and should be applauded. 
 
This period has shown that our school will thrive through any adversity, 
due to the wonderful partnerships with all and the united goal of a high 
quality education and whole school experience.  Well done and thank 
you! 
 
Ryan O’Connor 
ACTING DEPUTY PRINCIPAL 
ST. MARY’S CAMPUS 
 
 

Everyone at school engaged in online learning last week. It 
didn’t matter if students were at home or at school, everyone 
was able to jump online and have the same learning 
experience.  Students found the online learning experience 
enjoyable because they were able to work at their own pace. 
 
At the St. Mary’s Campus, the teachers have created awesome 
and informative videos for students in every subject. A real 
benefit to this is that, whenever a student might be a bit 
stuck, they can just simply watch the video again to pick up 
anything they may have missed. Students commented on how 
lucky that were that the teachers have put so much time into 
making these videos and putting all the class work online. 
 
Ethan Ford said, “We know they are working hard because 
they are supervising some students who have to be at school 
as well as keeping everything fun and engaging for us in our 
learning.”   
 
Teachers are regularly interacting with students through email 
and Google Classroom to provide the support and connection 
students are used to. It has been a highlight for students to 
see their friends on Google Meet, which also provides a 
brilliant opportunity for extra support from each other and 
teachers. Parents and teachers have helped students with 
activities such as puzzles, ANZAC Day craft, country music 
songs and outside activities so that everyone experiences a 
healthy amount of ‘off-screen’ time each day. 
 
It has been heartening to see the students recognise this hard 
work from their teachers and parents. Imogen Geaney 
summed it up beautifully when she said, “It really is wonderful 
to realise how much our teachers and parents care about our 
wellbeing and learning and the extra lengths they are going to 
for us to keep learning, be healthy and be happy.” 
 
Likewise, the staff appreciate the constant efforts of the 
parents and the students, and the way everyone has 
approached the new way of online learning. 
 
Imogen Geaney and Ethan Ford  
YEAR 6 ST MARY’S CAMPUS LEADERS 





Shine at Columba 

 

This year, Columba Catholic College students 
commemorated ANZAC Day and celebrated the lives of 
those who sacrificed themselves for the freedom of our 
country. Although students were unable to march and pay 
their respects as a College due to the Coronavirus 
pandemic, they were able to remember this important 
occasion in a unique way. 
 
Students in years 7 – 12 who were able to attend school 
made red and purple poppies which were then pinned to a 
large banner and displayed on the Mt Carmel Campus fence 
as a tribute to the men, women and animals who died 
during war. After hours of drawing, cutting, gluing and 
pinning, the students’ work finally came together, and it 
was a masterpiece. Students on the St Mary’s campus also 
made poppies for their fence and adorned the green with 
decorations to honour those fallen. 
 
On Saturday morning, the Student Leaders: Jasmine 
Thompson, Bree-Anna Meehan, Megan Kingham, Alan 
Stone, Imogen Geaney and Ethan Ford, held a small 
ceremony in which they paid their respects to our diggers. 
They acknowledged those who fought and died for our 
country before Jasmine, Bree-Anna, Megan and Alan 
travelled to the cenotaph to lay a wreath and reflect on the 
sacrifices of those brave men and women. 
 
Students, staff and members of the College community 
were invited to send in photos of themselves standing in the 
driveway of their home with a candle as part of the RSL’s 
Light up the Dawn Commemoration. The College had many 
families take part, from day students in Charters Towers to 
residential students in Hughenden. The College residential 
students also took part, standing in the driveways of the St 
Mary’s and Mt Carmel Campuses. This is an outstanding 
effort and Columba is proud of all the effort that was put 
into making this ANZAC Day special, particularly during 
these strange times. Columba pride! 
 
Lest we forget. 
 
Jasmine Thompson 
COLLEGE CAPTAIN 



Shine at Columba 

The advent of COVID 19 has presented many challenges for 
the College staff as we navigate this first year of external 
exams and ATAR.  We also understand that our senior 
students and you, their families, are facing many stressors 
and trials as well!  Following the first week of online 
schooling we are happy to report that the vast majority of 
senior students are engaging in their online learning in a 
very conscientious manner.  Their resilience has been 
outstanding, however, should you have concerns about how 
your children are coping, please contact either myself or 
Haydn Champion, the Year 11 and 12 Pastoral Leader 
 
As you are probably aware, Year 12 students in General 
subjects will complete only three assessment tasks this 
year, down from four: two internal tasks and an external 
examination.  For students in Year 11, we are adjusting the 
assessment calendar where necessary to reflect the online 
learning taking place.  In Applied subjects, especially those 
with a heavy practical base, the assessment program may 
also require adjustment.  Curriculum Middle Leaders and 
teachers are currently revising assessment schedules and an 
updated calendar will be available to students and families 
soon.      
 
For your further information, QCAA has also released the 
external assessment timetable for Term 4, and the 
document is available at:  
https://www.qcaa.qld.edu.au/downloads/senior/
snr_ext_assess_timetable_2020.pdf  
 
Now that all classes have submitted at least one piece of 
assessment we are tracking the progress of Year 11 and 12 
students, and will be making contact with students and 
parents/guardians of those who I feel may need some 
assistance with their studies and their pursuit of a QCE. 
 
Rest assured that the College has been very proactive in 
responding to the current situation, and have been in 
almost constant contact with the QCAA.  We are doing all 
we can to ensure the smoothest possible year, given the 
circumstances, for the classes of 2020 and 2021. 
 
Kristal King 
SENIOR SCHOOL PROGRAM LEADER 

When students arrived at school on the first day of Term 2, they were both 
nervous and excited. They did not know what to expect. Online learning at 
Columba has opened up new opportunities with different online 
platforms, including Google Meet and Education Perfect. Not only does 
Google Meet facilitate face-to-face interaction, but teachers can also 
present their screens and slideshows while discussing the processes and 
skills they are demonstrating. Education Perfect provides concise content 
and a learning intention followed by questions that prompt recall. It is a 
useful tool for revision and consolidation. 
 
Many Columba students enjoy the freedom of online learning and some 
senior students see it as a preview of university, developing their time 
management skills. Taking initiative and taking charge of their own 
learning, students are being productive and proactive. 
 
Time away from a computer is important. Students are enjoying brain 
breaks from riddles and brain-teasers to yoga and exercises like push-ups 
and squats. 
 
As well as pumping hand sanitizer, Columba students are pumped for their 
lessons! 
 
Bree-Anna Meehan 
COLLEGE CAPTAIN 

As a result of the current COVID-19 situation that has affected everyone 
worldwide, schools are running online classes for their students. This 
new way of learning will be in full effect for schools around Queensland for 
at least the first five weeks of Term Two. 
 
At Columba, staff members have been working tirelessly to ensure that all 
students have access to online learning materials and devices. While stu-
dents of essential workers have been permitted to return to the campus, 
other students at Columba Catholic College who were eager to return to 
school and begin the new term afresh are now navigating online learning 
from home. 
 
Teachers are uploading work on Google Classroom and hosting regular 
Google Meets to teach and catch up with their students in a virtual envi-
ronment. As a result, students feel confident that they are on the right 
path to completing their work. 
 
Although adapting to new ways of completing work may seem daunting, 
students have developed their independence and resilience. While the 
current COVID-19 situation may have physically distanced the cohort of 
students at Columba, this new way of online learning has brought us to-
gether in new, exciting and innovative ways. 
 
Jorja Lococo 
ACADEMIC PREFECT 

https://www.qcaa.qld.edu.au/downloads/senior/snr_ext_assess_timetable_2020.pdf
https://www.qcaa.qld.edu.au/downloads/senior/snr_ext_assess_timetable_2020.pdf


In Term 1, Year 9 English students studied the memoir Lion: A Long Way Home, by Saroo Brierley. 
As a small child, Brierley was lost on a train in India before being sent to an orphanage and 
adopted by an Australian couple. Students responded creatively to the memoir in the form of a 
short story told from the perspective of a minor character. The quality of the work produced was 
impressive. So many responses were imaginative, clever, and rich with imagery in the form of 
similes and metaphors. Below is Isaac Neilson’s short story narrated by Saroo’s older brother, 
Kallu, after Saroo (real name “Sheru”) and their other brother, Guddu, have disappeared. 
 
Dr. Alison Clifton 
ENGLISH CURRICULUM LEADER 

Kallu trudged down the street toward home, his mind full of 
clutter. He looked back begrudgingly: one last glimpse while the 
school was still in view. Never again would he bowl out Yugdeep in 
the lunchtime grudge matches. Never again would he enjoy the 
rambles of Mr Kableshwa discussing the mysteries of the Fermi 
Paradox. There would be no more school; no more hope of a better 
life. What was he to do with all his dreams and ambitions? He 
couldn’t so easily pack them up like he had his school books and 
pens. Head bent low, barely noticing the long-horned cow in the 
middle of the footpath, he swerved just in time to not disturb the 
holy being. What would his life become now? He wanted more 
time to just be a kid, but time wasn’t on his side. There was no 
choice for Kallu, no way back: his childhood had run out like the 
food was running out at home. He needed to support his family.  
 
A small group of laughing street boys came hurtling past, jostling 
Kallu sideways. One boy raised his head and looked at him with 
eyes filled with caution and began a hasty apology. Then, he 
hesitated. Realising the older school boy had dismissed his 
trespass, the dirty imp rushed away. Kallu, deep inside his own 
mind, walked on. He was now a man and had the responsibilities of 
one. There was no running away from them. His mind was derailed 
when he jumped over the trash-filled gutter, temporarily 
distracted, before he once again continued sifting through his 
conflicted thoughts. What if it wasn’t all on him? What if his 
brothers had stayed to share the burden instead of leaving him like 
they had? Then he could hit sixes with Sachin again. Then he could 
still be just a kid with dreams. Then his life would be his. 
The guilt hit him like the aromatic scent of the nearby spice 
markets, overwhelming him. He felt stupid for even thinking that 
his brothers had run away. They would have come back if they 
could have. Guddu and Sheru would never have laid this burden at 
his feet on purpose. Rounding the corner of a crowded guest 
house, he passed down a dark, damp alley arguing with himself 
further that if his brothers had not disappeared he would have 

never gone to school in the first place. This problem would not 
have existed if they were still here, laughing and teasing him 
every day, but, if they were, he wouldn’t have ever gotten to 
discover his love of school. 
 
Leaving the stale alley, he turned uphill. The only thing he could 
really do was to put one foot in front of the other and climb. 
Even if it was because of the worst event in his family's life, he 
was honoured that he had had the chance to go to school, sad 
as was to leave it. He had to face this problem uphill or down: 
no way to change it, no “what ifs.” His family had given him the 
opportunity of having at least some education, his mother 
directly, his brother less so, but still… He needed to give back to 
his mother, support her and Shekila and live up to the standards 
of his brothers as the man of the house. His mother has 
suffered so much to support them all, carrying the weight of the 
loss of her sons heavier than the rocks she carried on her head. 
It was his turn to take up the load, to care for his family.  
 
Reaching the crest of the hill and a resolution to his thought, 
Kallu found a new sort of hope in seeing his home in front of 
him. He needed to be the man now that his mother had raised 
and look after his small family who had done so much for him. 
Striding out for the little house, he proudly passed over the 
threshold of his new life to his waiting family. Supporting and 
protecting was the new path he would tread. He could live 
without school. He would do it for his family. 
 
 
By Isaac Neilson 
YEAR 9 

Shine at Columba 



What a crazy way to start the term! But Year 2 students and 
parents are taking it in their stride, and I am very grateful for 
all their efforts! Year 2 are going to be super typers by the 
middle of the term, that is for sure!  
 
This week we took the time to remember an important time 
on our calendar, Anzac Day. We talked about the Anzac Spirit 
that the soldiers had, and how we can show that in our lives 
today. We can uphold the Anzac Spirit by always working 
hard, even when it just feels too difficult, and helping to keep 
our friends safe. 
 
While we were not able to traditionally remember those who 
sacrificed their lives for us, we found other ways to show our 
appreciation. The students who were at school created a 
special cross and poppy picture. During the afternoon 
sessions with Mrs McIntosh, some children created bright 
poppy suncatchers to hang in their house on Anzac Day. 
Students held their poppies with their torches and lanterns 
as they joined people from around Australia in their 
driveways on Anzac morning. 
 
Our hardworking students at home did a wonderful job in 
following the recipe for Anzac Biscuits, and thank you to our 
families for helping us make them. I am sure they were 
delicious.  
 
Toni Pilcher  
YEAR 2 TEACHER 

The Libraries are closed, but reading can go on!   
Thought I would send you some ideas to keep you all reading. 

 

If you haven't already done so, check out the e-books 
on Sora.  All Harry Potter Books, Audio Books, Graphic 
Novels, Comics…….the list goes on and on. 
Students log into the Student Intranet, click on 
RESOURCES and then Sora logon.  
To connect via the app on your ipad/phone – contact 
your teacher for instructions. 
 

For the littlies - A free story from Georgie Adams 
book Storytime 
Bouncing Bed Bugs: A YouTube clip being read by 
Chris Devon 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=0knrfhiWNrg&feature=youtu.be 

 
For the older kids – Elevenses 
Some daily readings from our 
favourite author David Walliams 

https://www.worldofdavidwalliams.com/elevenses-catch-up/  
Also check out his free activities page and there are a number of his e-
books available to borrow on SORA. 
 

https://www.questacon.edu.au/discover/questacon-science-at-home 
A science site that includes a variety of fun videos, 
experiments and activities that can be done at 
home using home/kitchen items. The majority of 
the activities are for the primary years, but there 
are a few for secondary students.  
 

Virtual Australia - exploring Australia online 
Zoos/Wildlife Parks 

Lone Pine Koala Sanctuary : The sanctuary currently has 
21 live-stream channels, including several for their 
koalas, as well as dingo pups, lorikeets, kangaroos, 
raptors, and more.  Zoos Victoria : take your students to 
check out the four live camera streams and see if they 
can spot the animals. “See Melbourne Zoo's three baby 
Snow Leopard cubs as they play under mum's watchful 
eye in their den. Enjoy the penguins as they go about 
their busy day; look up high and spot the giraffes as they 
spend most of the day eating; and check out the lazy 
lions of Werribee Open Range Zoo as they lord over their 
very own Pride Rock.” 

National Parks 
The Story Spheres of Uluru-Kata Tjuta National Park : 
“Explore the sights, sounds and stories of Uluru in your 
web browser thanks to our collaboration with Google 
Story Spheres. Each Story Sphere combines 360-degree 

visuals with audio clips to create an interactive experience of a place. 
Discover key sites, hear the desert birdsong and listen to traditional owners 
sharing important cultural knowledge and stories.” Georama tours of SA 
National Parks, including: Coorong National Park  
There are 22 parks that come up on a search for virtual tours and each 
park’s page has a range of additional information available. 

NB: these virtual tours require Adobe Flash 
 

Mrs Smith 
LIBRARY MANAGER - ST. MARY’S CAMPUS 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0knrfhiWNrg&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0knrfhiWNrg&feature=youtu.be
https://www.worldofdavidwalliams.com/elevenses-catch-up/
https://www.questacon.edu.au/discover/questacon-science-at-home
https://www.youtube.com/user/lonepinekoala/featured
https://www.zoo.org.au/animal-house/
https://parksaustralia.gov.au/uluru/discover/virtual-tour/
http://www.georama.com.au/coorong/
https://www.parks.sa.gov.au/search?q=virtual

